














below Spirit Island & made several views
looking up the river; taking in the whole
fall, spirit Island, St. Anthony, & Nicol[l]et
Island  this T still have in my Possession

“At one p.m. we started for Minnehaha.
Arriving there, we prospected for the best
view, and selected that from the upper side
where the bluff makes a turn south, where,
looking west you face the fall, with the
gorge in the foreground. The fall in the
middle — & the rapid with the country be-
vond [in] the distance. Here after cutting
down two trees we had an unobstructed
view and secured 25 or thirty pictures. While
at work, a man from the Emeral[d] Isle, who
had built a claim shanty just north of the
fall, discovered our tent and came up with
anger in his voice, and fire in his eye — ex-
claimed —‘And vhat air yees doing here
jumping me claim.” After assuring him that
on the contrary we were only doing that
which would make the place famous and
known over the civelized [sic] world with
this explaination [sic] he became our obedi-
ent servant and procured us a jug of cold
water that flowed out of the rocks at the
foot of the fall on the South side.

“We the[n] went to Ft. Snelling & took
that. Then crossed the St. Peters [ Minnesota
River| and climbed the Blufl back of Men-

® Whitney died in January, 1886.

dota. from here we took St Paul with the
junction of St Peters & the Mississippe [sic]
in the foreground and the great river with
its Islands in the middl[e] & St Paul & sur-
roundings in the distance. The air was clear
as Crystal & ev[e|rything was sharply &
Clearly defined over the entire distance. All
I had of these [views] were destroyed in the
great Chicago fire (It is possible Mr Whit-
neys effects may contain some of these)®

“The view from this mound is or was
beautifully grand!! We reached the Hotel
at St Paul at 10 p.v. with only the plate of
DfoJughnuts and a small jug of Coftee &
Cold Spring water for the long days proven-
der, having secur[e]d over Eighty fine
views.”

On this summer excursion of 1852 Hesler
and Whitney must have set a record for
daguerreotyping outdoors. In another ac-
count, published in the Photographic Times
tor September 2, 1892, Hesler states that
they made some views on daguerreotype
plates of full size (six by eight inches ), and
others on plates of one-sixth size (two and
three-fourths by three and one-fourth
inches). The camera for the larger plates
was a mammoth affair, and the sheer labor
of dragging it around must have left the two
friends worn out. Small wonder that forty
vears later Hesler wrote that this was “the
longest and hardest day’s work 1 ever did!”

svanNesoTa-bound boats, including the “Nominee,” at Galena, 1852
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