




















during this period or attempting to recreate
family living patterns. The material for the
years before World War 1 is particularly
interesting in this connection.

The price information is of considerable
interest also. Product-line pricing, price dif-
terentials, and historical changes in price
can be studied and compared with other
periods. The economist who is analyzing
changes in competitive practices and pat-
terns likewise will find much that is useful.
Here are a long series of empirical data
which show how one firm actually con-
ducted its business over a span of nearly six-
ty years.

Those engaged in historical studies of pro-
motion techniques will find many things
worth noting. Packaging may be taken as
an illustration. The types of packages used
tor toilet goods and cosmetics (a very im-
portant competitive factor today and, appar-
ently, then as well ) reflect the fashion mores
of the day. An 1883 issue of Our Leader
describes a “Fish Bottle Perfume,” and a
hand cologne in “a large bottle representing
a lady’s hand with rings, &c; neatest thing in

the market.” Among the soap lines were
“Baby Mine,” a toilet soap packed in a mini-
ature wicker cradle; “Solace, 1 doz. in com-
plete writing desk”; and “Pastime,” packed
in a “fine checker-board box, with checkers
complete,” The brand names used during
the last decades of the nineteenth century
make a fascinating study in themselves, par-
ticularly when compared with the names
used today.

The Sommers catalogues were presented
to the Minnesota IHistorical Society in 1943
by former heads of the company which is-
sued them. They constitute the longest and
most complete set of wholesale catalogues
in the society’s library, which also has series
issued by the drug firm of Noyes Brothers
and Cutler of St. Paul, the hardware firm of
Janney, Semple, Hill and Company of Min-
neapolis, and other local concerns. A set of
manufacturers’ catalogues and lists covering
the period from 1870 to 1888 also is of out-
standing value. All these materials reflect
changes in the American way of life and pic-
ture vividly its physical aspects in the dec-
ades about the turn of the century.

Memorials and Bequests

THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY has estab-
lished a Memorial Fund to which contributions
can be made upon the loss of a relative or
friend. Such gifts not only serve as appropriate
expressions of sympathy and condolence, but
they help to support work that is a fitting
memorial to any Minnesotan.

Whenever a contribution is made to the
Memorial Fund, a suitable card is mailed to
the bereaved family, and the names of those
whose memories are honored, as well as of con-
tributors, are recorded in a Memorial Book.

Minnesotans are urged to remember the
society when making their wills. Bequests, as
well as contributions to the Memorial Fund,
will be used in forwarding the society’s program
of collecting, preserving, and disseminating
material on Minnesota and its history.

Autumn 1954

usE the blank that follows in contributing to
the Memorial Fund:

ENCLOSED is my contribution of § to the
Minnesota Historical Society’s Memorial Fund.

PRESENTED in the name of
Please send card to
Address
Signed
Address

THE following form is suggested for a clause in
the will of anyone who plans to leave a bequest
to the society:

I BEQUEATH to the Minnesota Historical
Society, incorporated under the laws of
Minnesota, the sum of $ ;
1F You prefer that a memorial or bequest be used for
a specific purpose, check helow:
Purchase of books [, manuscripts [J, pictures [],
museum objects [J; publication work [].
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