










was founded. The climax of these events was 
the Cannon Valley Fair held from July 2 to 4, 
in which a centennial theme predominated. A 
booklet of Historical Sketches of Cannon Falls, 
prepared by a committee headed by Albert 
Johnson, was issued for the occasion. All the 
sketches included were reprinted from the Can­
non Falls Beacon, where they appeared in in­
stallments from February 19 to May 7. From the 
"Era of the Indian," through the period of 
town-site selection and early settlement, to the 
building of trails, hotels, and flour mills, and the 
development of industries, the narrative surveys 
a hundred years of progress in the Cannon 
Valley. Pictures of the community, its streets, 
its early dwellings, its churches and schools, its 
mills, and some of its people appear both in the 
Beacon and the booklet. 

SIGNIFICANT developments in the first hun­
dred years of Bushford's history are chronicled 
in a bulky, profusely illustrated book published 
to commemorate the town's centennial in 1954. 
The founding and settlement of Rushford, and 
the growth of its business firms, public serv­
ices, churches, schools, and clubs are treated 
in three chronological sections. Biographical 
sketches of leading citizens and reminiscent 
accounts of pioneer days also are included. 

A SPECIAL edition of the Minnetonka Her­
ald, published on August 12, is devoted to a 
review of the history of the Lake Minnetonka 
area, with particular emphasis on Wayzata, 
which celebrated its centennial from August 15 
through 19. The issue contains five iflustrated 
sections dealing with "Hotels and Steamboats," 
"Indians and Townships," "Churches and 
Schools," "Old Settlers," and "Sports." Under 
these headings the rise and fall of Lake Minne­
tonka as a resort area are treated, and many 
of the hotels that once dotted the lake shore 
and the steamboats that "churned through 
Minnetonka's waters at one time or another" 
are described and pictured. The growth of 
Wayzata is reviewed, and the ginseng boom 
which saved the town from early extinction 
is recalled. Legends concerning the names of 
such places as Watwatasso Island, Spirit Knob, 
and Enchanted Island are retold. The paper 
also contains a number of reminiscent accounts 
recalling the Sioux who lived in the area, early 
bus transportation, the building of highways, 
logging in the Wayzata region in the 1860s, 
storms, fluctuations in the lake level, and man­
sions that grew up along the shores "after the 
decline of resorts." Also included are historical 
sketches of Medina, Plymouth, and Independ­
ence townships, accounts of such sports as 

sailboating and yachting, and a list of Indian 
mounds that have been excavated in the Lake 
Minnetonka area. 

CALEDONIA'S one-hundredth bffthday was 
marked by an ambitious celebration from July 
16 to 18 and by the publication of a souvenir 
booklet, compiled by Georgina Lommen and 
entitled The Past Is Our Heritage (52 p.). 
The pamphlet includes material on the town's 
settlement, its Civil War activities, and the de­
velopment of its churches, schools, and such 
clubs as the Caledonia Literary Society. A use­
ful list of local business firms and professional 
people for the period from 1865 to 1900 is in­
cluded. As the high light of its centennial pro­
gram, the community staged a pageant based 
on material in the booklet. Program events are 
to be found in The Century, a sheet published 
especially for the occasion by the Caledonia 
Argus. 

THE HUNDBEDTH anniversary of the city 
of St. Paul on March 4 was marked by a brief 
program and a special meeting of the, city 
council. Two articles, "Council Meeting to Span 
Century" by Carl G. Langland and "Biver 
Trade Helped Boom City Growth" by Donald 
O'Grady in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of Feb­
ruary 28, commemorate the occasion. The 
authors review the early years of St. Paul's 
existence, give the names of men who served 
on the city's first council in 1854, list ordi­
nances passed by that body, and touch on the 
city's early dependence on the Mississippi 
River. Members of the 1954 city council ob­
served the centennial by wearing costumes of 
a hundred years ago and by re-enacting the 
first session of the council. Following the meet­
ing, a program honoring twenty-eight pioneer 
St. Paul firms was given. According to the 
Pioneer Press of March 4, which lists the firms 
so honored, six of the twenty-eight were in ex­
istence when the city charter was adopted in 
1854. 

A FEATURE of Befle Plaine's centennial cele­
bration, from July 16 to 18, was the pubhcation 
of an iflustrated history of the town by Harold 
Albrecht. Under the title This Is Our Town 
(1954. 113 p . ) , the author recounts the story 
of Belle Plaine from its founding in 1854 by 
Judge Andrew G. Chatfield, and provides in­
formation on its pioneer settlers, schools, 
churches, clubs, and business concerns. Since 
the booklet is based largely upon the author's 
research in the files of the Belle Plaine Herald, 
ffs text is laced with anecdotes that give the 
flavor of the community's past. 
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A SERIES of articles calling attention to the 
hundredth anniversary of the village of New 
Auburn in Sibley County, which held its cen­
tennial celebration from July 9 to 11, appears 
in issues of the Gaylord Hub for June 4, 11, 
18, and 25. Entitled "New Auburn History," 
the series, which was compiled by I. Trapp, 
draws on files of the now extinct New Auburn 
Herald for information on the establishment of 
the town's business firms, its churches, and its 
schools. Also included are biographical sketches 
of a few early settlers. 

THE LITTLE-KNOWN viflage of Pickwick in 
Winona County is the subject of an article by 
Ehzabeth Hatch in the Winona Daily News of 
June 17. Under the title "Quaint Pickwick Vil­
lage to Mark 100th Anniversary," Miss Hatch 
brings together information on the settlement's 
early years and touches on outstanding events 
in its history. The writer describes the arrival 
of settlers in Trout Valley in 1854, and calls 
attention to the flour mill erected at Pickwick 
in 1856. Although changed, the mfll, which 
was once famous for its Itasca Flour, is still in 
use. The village celebrated its centennial on 
June 19 and 20. 

COLORFUL and significant segments in the 
history of the St. Croix Valley are recalled in 
the centennial edition of the Hudson [Wiscon­
sin] Star-Observer, issued on May 20. An illus­
trated feature article on the Observer, "one of 
the oldest newspapers in the upper Mississippi 
Vafley," traces its descent from the North 
Star, a paper established in 1854, and details 
the various mergers, name changes, and edi­
torial policies of the papers in its ancestry. Al­
though many of the edition's 112 pages are 
devoted to contributions on various aspects of 
the history of Hudson, North Hudson, and 
near-by Somerset, Wisconsin, the paper also 
contains information on the Octagon House 
and the Methodist church at Afton on the 
Minnesota side of the St. Croix, the beginnings 
of the Andersen Corporation now located at 
Bayport, the St. Croix Vafley Old Settlers As­
sociation, the Hudson toll bridge, and the St. 
Paul firm of Brown and Bigelow, many of 
whose employees and officers reside in Hudson. 

SUMMEB celebrations marking the one-hun­
dredth anniversaries of the founding of 
Superior and Ashland, Wisconsin, saw the pub­
lication of a number of articles concerning north­
ern Wisconsin in the Duluth News-Tribune. In 
its issue for June 27, that newspaper sketches 
the background of the town of Ashland in an 
article entitled "Ashland Declares Open Season 

on History," while Superior's history and its 
week-long centennial celebration of July 17 to 
24 are covered in articles appearing in the is­
sue for July 18. There Superior's tempestuous 
political history is reviewed by Isadore Cohen 
in an article entitled "No Kid Gloves"; Jack 
Kerr provides a sketch of John A. Bardon, 
"History's Friend," whose recollections the 
author says are among the "most complete 
records" of lffe in early Superior; and the com­
munity's plans to defend itself during an "In­
dian Scare of 1863" are described by Garth 
Germond. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A SCENE 

A LETTEB written in 1892 by Archbishop 
John Ireland recounting his "Experiences as a 
Civil War Chaplain" with the Fifth Minnesota 
Volunteer Infantry has been edited by James 
P. Shannon and published in the Catholic His­
torical Review for October, 1953. An introduc­
tion by the editor provides the setting for this 
account of the future archbishop's adventures 
while serving in the field with a Minnesota 
regiment in 1862 and 1863. The autobiograph­
ical narrative of an early phase of Ireland's 
career was prepared for another priest who 
was collecting material for a history of Cath­
ohc chaplains in the Civil War. The original 
manuscript, here published for the first time, 
is among the archives of the University of 
Notre Dame. 

A USEFUL pamphlet on the Collection of 
Water-color Drawings of the North American 
Indian by Seth Eastman in the James Jerome 
Hill Reference Library has been prepared by 
Frances Densmore and issued in mimeo­
graphed form by the St. Paul library which 
owns the pictures (1954. 51 p.) . In her in­
troduction, the author describes the collection 
and reviews the career of the army officer who 
produced the paintings. Following this are 
descriptive accounts of forty-six of the seventy 
items in the coflection, incorporating lengthy 
quotations from the writings of Mary H. East­
man about the subjects pictured by her hus­
band. Included also is a list of the drawings 
with references locating such as were pub­
lished in Henry B, Schoolcraft's Indian Tribes 
of the United States. The booklet is of value to 
all students of Northwest Indian life and lore, 
as well as to those interested in Midwest art. 

AN EXAMINATION of issues involved in the 
"Campaign of 1896 in Minnesota" is contrib­
uted by Carl Chrislock to the May 15 Bulletin 
of the Minnesota Council for the Social Stud-
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ies. This campaign, the writer declares, marked 
the beginning of Minnesota's "unpredictable" 
political behavior. Since then, Mr. Chrislock 
asserts, the state's "voters have become known 
for the ease with which they cross party lines 
and for the uncertainty of their adherence to 
either of the coalitions which constitute the 
nation's two great parties." 

AN EBA that began wffh the instaflation of 
horsecar lines on Twin City streets in 1872 and 
ended when the last sti-eetcars gave way to 
busses in June, 1954, is reviewed in a booklet 
compiled by Bussell L. Olson and Edwin H. 
Nelson, issued under the title Electric Railways 
of Minneapolis ir St. Paul (Los Angeles, In-
terurbans Special no. 14, 1954. $2.00). Its 
eighty-seven pages are devoted to short ac­
counts of the companies that controlled the 
two cities' street railways, a survey of manage­
ment policies over the years, an alphabetically 
arranged list of routes with the dates on which 
they were inaugurated, and numerous maps 
and illustrations. The latter depict types of 
cars, stations, and the like. Both text and pic­
tures give emphasis to the physical aspects of 
the street raflway system. L.M.K. 

HIGH LIGHTS in the history of the Minne­
sota Transfer Railway are provided by Frank 
P. Donovan, Jr., under the title "Gateway to 
the Northwest" in the Railroad Magazine for 
May. The author notes that this seemingly in­
significant road, which was founded by James 
J. Hill to relieve the congestion in the Great 
Northern's Minneapolis yard, now moves "a 
big chunk of the nation's freight." Although it 
has only thffteen miles of main hne, seven hun­
dred employees are needed to switch "carload 
freight to and from the 400 industrial plants 
located beside its hard shining steel," accord­
ing to Mr. Donovan. The work of the com­
pany, ffs plant, yard facilities, and equipment 
are described and pictured in the account. Mr. 
Donovan also is the author of an article on 
"Raihoads of the Twin Cities" appearing in 
the same magazine for February. 

THE RESTORATION of the Heman Gibbs 
farmhouse by the Ramsey County Historical 
Society is noted by Bernie Campbell in an ar­
ticle entitled "100-Year-Old Farmhouse to be 
Historical Museum," in the St. Paul Dispatch 
of April 2. The author sketches the history of 
the Gibbs house and describes the work of the 
society in converting the house into a "mu­
seum of rural Bamsey County life." A photo­
graph of the present house accompanies the 
article. 

MINNESOTA wifl have another historical mu­
seum if plans outlined by William J. Martin 
in the July 18 issue of the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press are successful. In an article entitled 
"Once Lively Pioneer Inn to Be Museum," Mr. 
Martin announces that a two-story stone bufld­
ing near Shakopee will be operated as a mu­
seum by the Scott County Historical Society. 
He writes that the building, which is owned 
by the city of Shakopee, is to be leased by the 
county group and transformed into a museum 
by 1955. Originally operated by Major Rich­
ard G. Murphy as an inn on the Fort Snelling-
New Ulm stagecoach road, the structure, says 
Mr. Martin, was dubbed "Murphy's Folly" 
when it fell into disuse after the coming of the 
raihoad. The varied career of its builder as 
inn keeper, Indian agent, farmer, and state 
legislator also is recalled. 

THE STORY of Lambert Niigele and Eugen 
Gerstenhauer, who founded the Neu Ulm Pio­
nier in 1858, is reviewed by Hermann E. Roth­
fuss in an article entitled "Westward with the 
News," which appears in the American-German 
Review for February-March. Since the journal­
istic activities of these two men spanned an area 
extending from Indiana and Illinois to the Pacif­
ic Northwest, theff careers illustrate graphicaUy 
the westward movement of the German-Ameri­
can press. Special emphasis is given, however, 
to the papers with which they were connected 
in the Minnesota communities of New Ulm, 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Winona. 

CHANGES IN organized camping since 1918 
are pointed up by Virginia Brainard in an ar­
ticle entitled "YWCA's Aging Camp to Have Its 
Face Lifted," appearing in the Minneapolis 
Tribune of May 2. When the YWCA acquffed 
Elizabeth Lyman Lodge on Lake Minnetonka 
in 1918, writes Miss Brainard, "women were tir­
ing of a restricted life," and the organization 
needed a larger site for its camping activities. 
By reproducing photographs and excerpts from 
the records of the YWCA, the author indicates 
some of the ways in which campers, counselors, 
and camping activities have changed. 

IN MEMOBY OF Father Jean Aulneau, who 
died with other foflowers of the French explorer 
La Verendrye in a massacre on an island in the 
Lake of the Woods in 1736, a log chapel known 
as St. Mary's Memorial Church was dedicated 
at Warroad on May 26. The event is the occa­
sion for the pubhcation, in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press of May 16, of an article by Earl Chapin 
entitled "No Longer Is Father Aulneau Minne­
sota's Forgotten Martyr." He reteUs the story of 
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the massacre, notes that Father Aulneau's let­
ters were later discovered and published, and 
credits Father Emmett A. Shanahan, parish 
priest at Warroad, with making possible a fitting 
memorial to the French missionary. 

GATHERED IN tape-recorded interviews and 
edited by Dr. Charles Vandersluis, the remi­
niscences of Father Thomas Borgerding, a Bene­
dictine priest who has worked among the Chip­
pewa in northern Minnesota since 1888, began 
.appearing in installments in the Northland 
Times of Bemidji on January 8, In the introduc­
tory article. Dr. Vandersluis provides pertinent 
information about the veteran missionary priest 
and gives the background of the interviews 
which he transcribed and annotated for the 
Beltrami County Historical Society. Documen­
tation provided by Dr. Vandersluis appears in 
the issue for January 22, while other articles 
deal with early missionary activity in the Lake 
Superior region as a whole and with the Bed 
Lake Indian Beservation in particular. 

THE TREASURE of historically useful infor­
mation to be found in the minutes and accounts 
of a unit of local government is clearly illus­
trated by Walter Carlson in an article entitled 
"Records Beveal Waverly History," which ap­
pears in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel of January 
19. Making use of the clerk's minutes of the 
board of Waverly Township in Martin County 
for a thffty-year period beginning in 1887, the 
author shows that they can be both illuminating 
and entertaining. He found that "The principal 
business at half a dozen meetings during 1888-
89 was counting gopher tails," since at that 
time a small bounty was paid on these animals, 
and that the township books contained such 
varied information as the cost of road construc­
tion, the amount of a bond issue to provide for 
a raihoad right of way, and the license fees set 
for peddlers in 1897. 

THE BACKGBOUNDS and futme plans of 
some institutions of higher learning in Minne­
sota and Wisconsin are sketched in a series of 
articles by Beub Monson published in the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press from January 3 to March 28. 
Included are illustrated accounts of Macalester 
College in St. Paul, St. Olaf College at North-
field, Augsburg College and Theological Sem­
inary in Minneapolis, St. John's University at 
Collegeville, Gustavus Adolphus College at St. 
Peter, the College of St. Benedict at St. Joseph, 
the Wisconsin state colleges at River Falls and 
Eau Claire, the State Teachers College at Be­
midji, the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, 
and the Coflege of St. Scholastica in Duluth. 

B E Y O N D S T A T E B O U N D A R I E S 

UNDEB THE TITLE "Echoes from Custer's 
Last Fight," Edward C. Bailly presents "Ac­
counts by an Officer survivor never before pub­
hshed" in the issue of Military Affairs for the 
winter of 1953. A few months before the battle 
of June 25, 1876, the officer. Second Lieutenant 
Winfield Scott Edgerly, had married Grace 
Cory Blum of St. Paul. The material here printed 
for the first time was found among her effects 
after her death in 1939. It consists of a telegram 
addressed to her father, Louis Blum of St. Paul, 
and dated June 28, 1876; a letter written by 
Edgerly on July 4, 1876, to give his wife a "full 
account of what had happened"; and a report of 
the battle written by Edgerly in 1883. Although 
Edgerly was with the Seventh United States 
Cavahy under Custer's command, his company 
was not among those wiped out in the battle of 
the Little Big Horn. These documents provide 
a fresh report from one who was close to the 
scene of action and familiar with the men in­
volved. 

THE FOUNDING of Fort Sully on the Mis­
souri Biver in September, 1863, was a "direct 
result" of the Sioux Outbreak in Minnesota a 
year earlier, according to a "History of Fort 
Sully" pubhshed in volume 26 of the South Da­
kota Historical Collections (Pierre, 1953). The 
author, Steven Hoekman, devotes his opening 
chapter to "The Sioux Outbreak and the Sibley-
Sully Expedition" of 1863-64. For use as a 
winter encampment, members of the expedition 
buflt the fort on the east bank of the Missouri 
and named it for their commander. General Al­
fred Sully. Its establishment, the writer points 
out, was "an integral part of the military activ­
ities" that accompanied a period of Indian war­
fare. After the hostilities ended in 1868, how­
ever, the fort continued to house troops until 
1894, thus serving to "stabilize conditions on 
the frontier" and helping to promote settlement. 

A BOYHOOD at Morton on the Minnesota 
River served as a prelude to the adventure re­
corded by Dr. Bernard F. Ederer in a little book 
published under the title Through Alaska's Back 
Door (New York, Vantage Press, 1954. 162 
p. $3.00). Beading about the explorers and 
voyageurs who once penetrated the Minnesota 
country, trapping with Sioux boys from the 
local reservation, and canoeing on the Minne­
sota Biver were among the experiences that in-
spffed Dr. Ederer's interest in the venturesome 
voyage described in this book. Excellent photo­
graphs taken during the course of the journey 
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on the Mackenzie and Yukon rivers illustrate 
this well-written and readable narrative. 

THE TOTAL ECLIPSE of the sun which Min­
nesotans had the opportunity of viewing on 
June 30, 1954, occasioned considerable interest 
in a simflar eclipse of July, 1860, which a group 
of Boston scientists observed from a point on 
the Saskatchewan Biver in northern Manitoba. 
Articles about the echpse expedition of 1860 
are contributed by Grace Lee Nute to the Min­
nesota Naturalist for May and by Olive Knox to 
the summer issue of The Beaver. Both are based 
on narratives written by one of the scientists on 
the trip, Samuel Scudder, who in 1886 pub­
hshed a little book entitled The Winnipeg Coun­
try, or Roughing It with an Eclipse Party. It 
describes a journey of three thousand miles by 
rail, stagecoach, steamboat, and canoe, north­
ward through St. Paul and St. Cloud to the Bed 
Biver, Fort Garry, Lake Winnipeg, and The 
Pas. With the travelers as far as Fort Garry went 
Edward Eggleston, then a youthful Methodist 
preacher at St. Paul. Some of Miss Nute's ma­
terial has been drawn from a letter which Scud­
der wrote to Eggleston after returning from the 
North. 

EXTRACTS from a diary kept by Frances 
Simpson on a canoe voyage from Montreal to 
York Factory in 1830 appear under the title 
"Journey for Frances" in the December, 1953, 
and the March and summer, 1954, issues of 
The Beaver. Each installment is accompanied 
by an introduction by Grace Lee Nute, who 
considers this record kept by the eighteen-year-
old bride of the governor of the Hudson's Bay 
Company "a momentous discovery." Its value. 
Miss Nute believes, stems from the fact that 
Mrs. Simpson "jotted down details that fur 
traders' accounts omit as too well known to be 
worth mentioning," with the result that her 
journal is "explicit about everyday life on a 
canoe journey." Of special interest to Minne­
sotans is the second installment, for there Mrs. 
Simpson records her impressions of Lake Supe­
rior, the border waters between Canada and 
what is now Minnesota, and the trading post on 
the Rainy River that was later named Fort 
Frances in her honor. In this journal. Miss Nute 
concludes, Frances Simpson has not only left 
a picture of the untouched American wilderness, 
but "she has given us better insight into modes 
of travel in 1830, the hitherto unrecorded cus­
toms of canoe travel in that day, and the char­
acter of her famous husband." 

JOSEPH Burr Tyrrell's contributions to "the 
making of the map of Canada" are described 

and evaluated by F. J. Alcock in the first of a 
series of biographical sketches of Canadian 
geographers in the December, 1953, issue of the 
Canadian Geographical Journal. According to 
the writer, Tyrrell was largely responsible for 
mapping western Manitoba, especially the Lake 
Winnipeg area, and for pioneer explorations 
and surveys in parts of northern Saskatchewan 
during the later decades of the nineteenth cen­
tury. 

AN ILLUSTBATED pamphlet compfled by 
members of the Emerson Women's Institute re­
counts the History of Emerson, a Manitoba 
town near the Minnesota-Dakota boundary. 
Founded in 1874 by a colonization party led by 
Thomas Carney and W. N. Fairbanks of Bed 
Wing, Emerson subsequently became the home 
of other settlers from Minnesota. The booklet 
tells of the development of the town's business 
and rail facilities, its churches, schools, and 
other organizations. Also included are accounts 
of steamboating on the Red River, biographies 
of civic leaders, reminiscences of early settlers, 
and brief sketches of the near-by villages of 
Ridgeville, West Lynne, and Dominion City. 
The value of the booklet for the historian is 
greatly enhanced by numerous illustrations. 

THREE interesting items deahng with the St. 
Croix Valley have been edited by Willis H. Mfl-
ler and brought together in a pamphlet issued 
by the St. Croix County Historical Society of 
Wisconsin (Hudson, 1953. 39 p . ) . Included 
is an account, part fact and part fancy, of a trip 
down the St. Croix River from Taylor's Fafls to 
Prescott in 1880 on the steamer "Magic." It was 
written by Wflliam H. Dunne and first pub­
hshed in 1881 under the title "Captain Jolly 
on the Picturesque St. Croix." Also included in 
the booklet are a biographical sketch of "Henry 
W. Crosby, Territorial Pioneer," an early settler 
in the valley; and "Five Letters of Oliver Wen­
dell Holmes," written between 1887 and 1891, 
dealing with the plans of Dr. I. D. Wfltrout to 
found a hospital in Hudson named for Holmes. 

SOME of the accomplishments of the North 
Carolina Department of Archives and History 
are outhned in general terms in The First Half 
Century, a pamphlet commemorating the or­
ganization's fiftieth anniversary (1953. 26 p.). 
The broad program, purposes, and achieve­
ments of ffs archives and manuscripts, museum, 
and publications divisions, and their growth 
"from smafl beginnings to large-scale activities" 
are sketched in this attractive, illustrated book­
let. 
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