




















it to the printed page. Not everything can pos-
sibly go into one volume. Yet it is his opinion
that this distinguished book would have heen
infinitely stronger had some earlier chapters
been cut —not expanded — and the space thus
saved been devoted to a somewhat fuller treat-
ment of the more modern period.

Despite these friendly .criticisms, there can
be no doubt but that this is an unusually sound
book produced by most competent craftsmen.
The general bibliography and the chapter read-
ings are selected with discernment and will be
of decided assistance to those who wish to ex-
plore further. The three hundred illustrations
were chosen with care and are especially mean-
ingful to the Ohioan. Among the agencies
nmking publication possible are the general
assembly of Ohio, the graduate school of Ohio
State University, and, of course, the Ohio State
Archaeological and Historical Society. Citizens
of the state should be most pleased with this
co-operative work and will have no choice but
to consider with admiration the most recent
contribution of Professors Weisenburger and
Roseboom.

CATHOLIC MISSIONS

The Catholic Indian Missions and Grant's
Peace Policy, 18701884 (The Catholic Uni-

versity of America, Studies in American

Church History, vol. 4)). By PETER |.
Rannl.  (Washington, Catholic University
of America Press, 1953. xx, 396 p. Cloth,
$5.00; paper, $4.25.)

Reviewed by Coiman Barry, O.S.B.

THIS WORK fills 2 manifest lacuna in the re-
ligious history of the United States. Father
Rahill supplies the story of Catholic care for
the American Indian from the period after the
Civil War down to recognized central direction
of the Catholic Indian Bureau in modern times.

It is an intriguing story that is developed
here. The author traces in a preliminary chap-
ter the Catholic tradition of protection and
spiritual care for the North American Indian
during the pre-Colonia], Colonial, and early
American periods. This was the age of the first
missionary giants among the Indians, and thejr
FATHER COLMAN is a member of the history
faculty at St. John's University, Collegeville.
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labors und accomplishments have been detailed
often and for the most part adequately. Then
in four successive chapters, the effort for uni-
fication of Indian missionary work through a
central bureau, its financing, and the struggle
for recognition of its need among Catholics
themselves is analyzed and documented. This
is based on challenging research, and it casts
interesting new light on President Grant's peace
policy with the Indians, the attitude of Ameri-
can religions bodics toward that policy. and
especially the effect of such a short-sighted
policy on true religious liberty.

One of the contributions of this book is the
light it sheds on the labors among the Indians
and achievements of several persons who up to
the present have not been placed in their prop-
er historical positions. Especially significant was
the work of Archbishops James Roosevelt Bay-
ley of Baltimore; Francis Norbert Blanchet of
Oregon City; his brother, Bishop A, M. A.
Blanchet of Nesqually; Father Jean-Baptiste
Brouillet, the Indian missionary who was first
director of the Bureau of Catholic Indian mis-
sions in Washington; General Charles Ewing,
first Catholic Indian commissioner; Bishop
James O'Connor, vicar apostolic of Nebraska;
and Abbot Martin Marty, O.8.B., who con-
ducted Benedictine work among the Sioux of
the Dakotas.

The author has consulted fourteen archival
deposits for this book’s background material.
Documentation is exact, and the index is com-
plete. Catholic work among the Sioux of Da-
kota is chronicled in detajl as a pilot project.
Space did not allow similar exumination of
activity in other regions during the same
period. This remains to be done. The national
picture is here, however. and centralization
efforts in Washington are described for the first
time. That is sufficient for one volume.

FRONTIER IN FICTION

The Oxcart Trail. A novel by HErgeRT KRAUSE,
{Indianapolis, The Bobbs-Merrill Company,
Inc., 1954. 507 P $3.95.)

Reviewed by John T. Flanagan

HERBERT KRAUSE, a native of Fergus Falls
and a competent observer of the Minnesota
scene, has written two previous novels localized
in the Pockerbrush country in the western part
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of the state. Wind without Rain dealt with the
religious and domestic problems of a farm fam-
ily and The Thresher was concerned largely
with the process of harvesting grain and with
the gradual replacement of horse-driven equip-
ment by steam-driven or gasoline-powered ma-
chines. Both novels combined a firm sense of
place with an exciting narative. The Oxcart
Trail, in which Mr. Krause attempts to recreate
Minnesota life in the 1850s, is less successful.

The book has a dual theme, and the two por-
tions are badly fused. The first half is centered
in St. Paul during territorial days and manages
to convey a vivid impression of the restless
young city, the yawness of its life, the constant
arrival and departure of travelers, the turbu-
lence of the citizens, and the almost vain
attempt of a few to introduce sobriety and de-
corum. The novel's protagonist, Shawnie Dark,
a fugitive from the East because of his role in
the underground railroad, is the character who
ties the scenes together and enables the novelist
to present tavern life, political jockeying,
church sociables, and missionary activity. But
Shawnie absorbs some of the restlessness of his
companions, and when the Red River oxcart
caravan “‘screaks” (a word of which Mr. Krause
is inordinately fond) into town, Shawnie de-
termines to return with the drivers at least as
far as the Otter Tail country.

The second half of the novel then pictures
life on the oxcart trail, with the usual hard-
ships, deprivations, and Indian menaces. Ulti-
mately Shawnje and his sweetheart, a school-
teacher turned missionary who seldom escapes
the conventional role of the frontier heroine,
elude the pursuit of Dull Knife’s band of Pilla-
gers and reach civilization. But Shawnie is de-
termined to establish a homestead on the West-
ern prairies. and this resolution suggests that
the author may eventually provide a sequel
to his story.

The earlicr portion of the novel is the better
since the scenes of St. Paul life are colorful,
authentic, and at times a little earthy. But
there is an annoying untidiness about the plot,
produced by the author’s failure to bring the
various strands together and to explain the out-
come of episodes to which he devotes much
emphasis and space. The account of life along

MR. FLANAGAN is professor of American literg-
ture in the University of Illinois at Urbana.
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the oxcart trail resembles too many othey fron-
tier novels and has no special vitality or nov-
elty. Indeed the romance of Shawnie and the
green-eyed, red-headed schoolteacher Debbie
is rather banal.

Mr. Krause has done better with fictional
material which is closer to his own age and ex-
perience. His feeling for character here is
harmed by his concern with accuracy and au-
thenticity Despite a certain narrative interest
and some freshness in the dialogue, The Oxcart
Trail smells o little too much of the lamp to
be an effective novel. Incidentally, the map
of the trajl which gives color to the end papers
is slightly inaccurate in details. Certainly there
is no broad single river which links the Mis-
sissippi with Lake Suvperior.

DAKOTA HORSE RANCHER

Nothing but Prairie and Sky: Life on the
Dakota Range in the Early Days. Recorded
by WaLker D. Wyman from the original
potes of Bruck Sisenrts. (Noyman, Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1954. «xiii, 217
p. ustrations. $3.75.)

Reviewed by Vernon Carstensen

THIS BOOK contains Bruce Siberts’ recollec-
tions of his sixteen ycars in Dakota Territory
as a floating laborer, a cattle rancher, and then,
more successfully, a horse rancher. Mr. Siberts
was born in Iowa and went to the Duakota
country in 1890 at the age of twenty-two. He
sold out and left for Oklahoma in 1906. These
recollections, begun when the author was sev-
enty-seven and concluded when he was cighty-
two, have had the benefit of the careful and
informed editorjal work of Walker D. Wyman,
whose book on The Wild Horse of the West
encouraged Mr. Siberts to write his story of
horse raising and to solicit Mr. Wyman’s as-
sistance in the preparation of the account. M.
Wyman declares that he hasg rearranged much
of what Mr. Siberts wrote, but, he adds, “all
that I have done in rewriting and rearranging
has been to give it a sense of unity, a more
orderly development, and upon occasion, I
hope, a more readable way of saying some-
thing.”

PROFESSOR CARSTENSEN is @ member of the his-
tory faculty in the University of Wisconsin at
Madison.
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The happy result of this collaboration is an
interesting and valuable autobiographical ac-
count of one man’s experiences on the prairies
at the end of the last century. Anyone locking
for precise data on horse raising in South Da-
kota during these years will be disappointed,
because this book is made up of things remem-
bered across the span of half a century —recol-
lections softened in places by the patina of
time and no doubt heightened in places by
repeated and exuberant retelling. One can im-
agine, for example, that the stories in the chap-
ters entitled “High Jinks on the Prairies” and
“Social Life around Pierre” were not told for
the first time heve. But quite apart from this,
the book does reveal attitudes of a time and «
place when men used the public domain as
if they owned it, put their brands on any “slicks™
they could catch, and never killed their own
beef to eat if they could find somebody else’s
stray. Under the circomstances, one of the strik-
ing things about this book of recollections is
how lightly Siberts and his associates were
touched by law, politics, and goverrument,

BANK ROBBER HERO

The Complete and Authentic Life of Jesse
James. By CarL W. Bremaw., With an
introduction by Honer Croy.  (New York,
Frederick Fell, Inc.. 1953, 287 p.  Ilustra-
tions. $4.50.)

Reviewed by Jay Edgerton

ON THE MORNING of September 7, 18786,
eight desperadoes rode into Northfield, Minne-
sota, bent on robbing the bank. Seven minutes
later, after violence, gun play, and murder, they
galloped out of town by the Dundas road. leav-
ing two of their number, Clell Miller and Bill
Stiles, dead behind. In thosc few minutes Jesse
James assured himselt a dramatic, it relatively
minor, place in Minnesota history.

For more than twenty years Sheriff Carl
Breihan has made a hobby of collecting Jesse
James materja). After combing all evidence, he
sets the Northficld raid down as the James
boys" Waterloo. The blasting they took from
the outraged Minnesota citizens effectively crip-
pled the gang. Recrnitment was increasingly

MR. EDGERTON is a member of the editorial
page staff of the Minneapolis Star.
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difficult. The Younger brothers, important
members of the band, were lost behind the
high walls of the Minnesota State Prison at
Stillwater.

Although it is climactic in his story, North-
field gets depressingly prosaic treatment at
Sheriff Breihan’s hands. He gives credit to J.
S. Allen, the hardware store owner who did an
on-foot Paul Revere run up Northfield’s main
street yelling, “Get your guns, boys! Theyre
robbing the bank!” and to Dr. H. M. VVhee eF,
who killed Clell Miller from the second floor
of the old Dampier house, but the whole pic-
ture fails to come alive. It lacks pace and color.

In the face of the claims made for this book
as complete, authentic, and definitive, it is
perhaps ungracious to report it lacking in sev-
eral requirements for any final book on Jesse
James. Candor, however, compels the assertion
that Mr. Breihans treatment of the James
brothers’ post-bellum and border-country back-
ground is sketchy, to say the least. Moreover,
the whole question of molivation - “the reason
why” behind these gaudy and criminal acts —
is begged or so lamely explained it will satisfy
no one except Jesse Jares jdolators, who peed
no exp]anat‘iun in apy case.

At the end of the book one comes away with
a fecling of having read a catalogue. It lacks
the breadth and sweep of life. At no place can
one say, “This was a man. This is the real
Jesse James.” This, of course, is a fault of
writing, of presentation. Sheriff Breihan has
collected a mountain of dead bhones; only a
lughly talented writer could clothe them with
living flesh.

The most valuable section of the book, it
would seem, is composed of thirty-one pages of
photographs and documcents at the beginning,
There is an irritating and pointless introduction
by Homer Croy, and several pages of letters
from various persons, including the late Booth

Tarkington, testlfvmg to Mr. Breihan’s research
activities. The book lacks annotation and bib)j-
ography. but has an index.

THE INDEX to the eight issues of Minnesota
History published in 193‘7 and 1953 (volume
33) is now available. As long as the supply
lasts, copies will be sent to members and sub-
scribers who ask for them. Requests should be
addressed to Mys. Phyllis Sandstrom, care of
the Minnesota Historical Society.
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... onthe HISTORICAL HORIZON

SOME recently published articles about Sinclair
Lewis will have added interest for those who
read the opening article in this issue of Minne-
sota History. In the first, appearing in Saskatche-
wan History for the spring of 1953, D. J. Greene
describes a trip “With Sinclair Lewis in Darkest
Saskatchewan™ in 1924. Based largely on letters
exchanged by Lewis and Duncan Campbell
Scott of the Canadian department of Indian
affairs, the article tells of a journey to the Rein-
deer Lake and Churchill River area, wherc
Lewis gathered authentic background material
for his novel Mantrap. Lewis’ realistic descrip-
tion of what he saw and experienced there make
this novel, according to Mr. Greene, “the only
approximation that I know of to an honest con-
ternporary picture of ‘the North”” A map of
Lewis” route accompanies the article, Early evi-
dence of the Minnesota novelist’s talent is sug-
gested by Franklin Walker in an article on “Jack
London’s Use of Sinclair Lewis Plots,” in the
Quarterly of the Huntington Library for Novem-
ber, 19583. The writer reports that Lewis sold a
number of plots to London in 1910 and 1911. A
third narrative revolving about the “Man from
Main Street” is contributed by Charles Breasted
to the Saturday Review for August 14. In this
revealing memoir, published under the title
“The ‘Sauk-Centricities” of Sinclair Lewis,” Mr
Breasted quotes the novelist as having said on
the eve of his father’s death: “‘Main Street’ con-
demned me in his eyes as a traitor to oy heritage
—whereas the truth is, T shal] never shed the lit-
tle, indelible ‘Sauk-centricities’ that enabled me
to write it.”

UNDER THE TITLE Lincoln’s Imagery: A
Study in Word Power, Theodore C. Blegen has
undertaken the “inviting task” of bringing to-
gether “the figures of speech used by Lincoln,”
and the Sumac Press of La Crosse, Wisconsin,
has published the resnlting essay in appropriate
format (1954. 32 p.). From Lincoln’s own writ-
ing and that of his biographers, Dean Blegen
has drawn scores of examples illustrative of the
“homely quality” in his subject’s style, of his “al-
most inexhaustible fund of metaphors and sim-
iles out of the common things of life,” of “his
metaphors and similes from experiences and
areas universally familiar,” like “illness, pills,
and plaster; games and races; and ships and the
sea.” Lincoln, writes Dean Blegen, “made use
of any and all figures that happened to fit par-
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ticular needs and occasions,” employing “liter-
ally hundreds of figures of speech that were part
of the common stock of the English Janguage.”
Every Lincoln collector will want to own this
little book, but few can have it, since it was
issued in an edition of only 780 copies.

THIRTY-FIVE “uil paintings of Indians and
western scenes” by George Catlin are repro-
duced in 2 booklet entitled Indians of the West-
ern Frontier, recently published by the Chicage
Natural History Museum (1954. 78 p.). George
L. Quimby of the museum’s anthropology de-
partment contributes an introduction telling
how the pictures were painted and how they
were acquired by the mnseum, and he provides
a descriptive text for each of them. He relates
that the pictures date from the years between
1831 and 1837, when Catlin was traveling
among the tribes of the West, and that shortly
thereafter they were acquired by Major Benja-
min O’Fallon of St. Louis. From his daughter.
Miss Emily O'Fallon, the Chicago museum pur-
chased the collection in 1894. Many of the pic-
tures included heve have never before been
reproduced. Anyone interested in frontier art
and Indian portraiture will be glad to learn that
this important booklet can be purchased from
the Minnesota Historical Society for fifty cents.

ELEVEN “typical paddling songs for canoe-
men” in “The Ermatinger Collection of Voya-
geur Songs” are discussed by Marius Barbean
in the Journal of American Folklore for April-
June. The collection bears the name of Edward
Ermatinger, a “fur trader who learned and col-
lected these voyageur songs in writing, during
the ten years of his service (1818-1828) in the
employ of the Hudson's Bay Company.” His
original manuscript, according to Mr, Barbeau,
is still in the hands of his descendants, and
copies have been made for the Public Archives
of Canada. The writer declares that these songs
collected by a trader in the Red River Valley and
the Canadian West “are the first set of French
folk songs of any type ever recorded in the New
World.” and as such they are of special historical
significance. The text and the music of each of
the eleven songs is included in Mr. Barbeau's
article. The same writer contributes a discussion
of “Voyageur Songs of the Missouri” to the April
Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society. Since
he indicates that throughout the West the voya-
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geurs’ repertory “was everywhere more or Jess
the same,” Mr. Barbeau’s article has consider-
able interest for Minnesota readers.

EFFORTS to catalogue the language peculiar-
ities of people living in the Upper Midwest are
reported by Will Hertz in the Minneapolis Trib-
une of May 2. Under the title “How Do You
Speak?” he describes the work of Professor Har-
old B. Allen of the University of Minnesota and
his staff, who during the past five years have “in-
terviewed 210 persons and made careful notes of
their speech habits.™ From this research, Mr.
Hertz writes, two dialect belts, determined
largely by routes of settlement, have been dis-
covered in the Upper Midwest. Examples of
speech peculiarities of each of these belts are
given in the article.

AGAINST =a backgronnd of youthful experi-
ences in a frontier Minnesota community, the
story of Sir Henry Wellcome is traced in a
Biographical Memoir published by the Well-
come Foundation of London {24 p.). The book-
let, issued in part to commermorate the centen-
nial of Wellcome’s birth at Almond, Wisconsin,
in 1853, includes an account of his family’s re-
moval to Garden City, Minnesota, in 1861
There young Henry obtained his earliest train-
ing by attending log schools and working in his
uncle’s drug store. The present sketch notes that
while living at Garden City, “at the age of 16
he was making and selling, through highly
imaginative advertisements, his first manufac-
tured product, a ‘Magic Ink’ of his own devis-
ing.” A year later he went to Rochester, where
he worked for a local pharmacist, and by 1872
he was studying pharmacy in Chicago. Thence
he worked eastward, eventually crossing the
Allantic and establishing his own firm in Lon-
don.

“THE SCARCITY of doctors of any breed and
the level of their fees helped keep alive the pri-
mary reliance of a frontier people on folk cures
and home remedies.” Thus writes James Harvey
Young in an informing discussion of “Patent
Medicines: The Early Post-Frontier Phase.”
which appears in the autumn, 1953, issue of the
Journal of the 1llinois State Historical Society.
Althongh Mr. Harvey's examples are drawn
1argely from Dllinois sources, he contributes
much information of interest to those concerned
with both medicine and quackery in the entire
Midwest during the early 1800s.

A BOOK on Antique Guns by Hank W. Bow-
man (1953. 144 p.) deals chietly with the de-
velopment of hand and shoulder arms in
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America. A lengthy introduction, however, tells
the story of firearms in Europe and Asia from
the invention of gunpowder. Although the text,
which is written in simple terms, will appeal
chiefly to the amateur, the excellent illustrations
make the book a “must” for the collector. In-
cluded, for example, are photographs of fifty-
eight different pepper-box revolvers. The author
also provides a list of some of the important
gun collections, public and private, in the
United States, though he fails to include any of
those held by Minnesotans. F.S.C.

SOME CENTENNIALS

THE ISSUE of the Red Wing Duily Republican
Eagle published on July 7 to mark the one-
hundredth anniversary of settlement at Red
Wing is a veritable encyclopedia of information
on the history of Goodhue County in general
and the city in particular. It calls attention to
Red Wing’s centennial celebration from July 9
to 11, which featured a historical pageant, an
old settlers’ picnic, and other entertaining
events. The wealth of historical material appear-
ing in the 120 pages of this centennial edition
is concentrated largely in seven of its eight
sections, which cover in some detail such sub-
jects as education, religion. politics, Tndians,
government, horticulture, agriculture, health,
entertainment, sports, commerce, transporta-
tion, and communication. An article dealing
with the “two cities and six villages” that have
been Goodhue Conmnty’s principal trading cen-
ters brings together much useful information on
Red Wing, Cannon Falls, Zumbrota, Kenyon,
Pine Island, Wanamingo, Goodhue, and Denni-
son. Of special value is an eutire section devoted
to a survey of Goodhue County industries.
There are to be found integrated summaries,
packed with hard-to-find facts, on the area’s
manufacturing, factory employment, farming,
dairying, crops, and specialized local industries
like the Red Wing Potteries and the Densmore
brothers” foundry. An article of special interest
to social historians is entitled “Records Show
Pioneer Was Pugnacious Type.” In it the
archives of the Red Wing sheriff’s office from
1859 to 1900 are analyzed to show the types of
crimes that were most prevalent in a given year.
An annual enumeration is provided, together
with additional information on punishments
and fines. The entire issue is uppropriately illus-
trated, and even the advertisements contain
information of historical interest.

LOCAL CELEBRATIONS held in Cannon
Falls at intervals from May 24 to July 5 marked
the passing of a ceutury since the community
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was founded. The climax of these events was
the Cannon Valley Fair held from July 2 to 4,
in which a centennial theme predominated. A
booklet of Historical Sketches of Cannon Falls,
prepared by a committee headed by Albert
Johnson, was issued for the occasion. All the
sketches included were reprinted from the Can-
non Falls Beacon, where they appeared in in-
stallments {rom February 19 to May 7. From the
“Era of the Indian,” through the period of
town-site selection and @arly settlement, to the
building of trails, hotels, and flour mills, and the
development of industries, the narrative surveys
a hundred years of progress in the Cannon
Valley. Pictures of the community, its streets,
its early dwellings, its churches and schools, its
mills, and some of its peoplc appear both in the
Beacon and the booklet.

SIGNIFICANT developments in the first hun-
dred years of Rushford’s history are chronicled
in a bulky, profusely illustrated book }Jub]ished
to commemorale the town's centenntal in 1954.
The founding and settlement of Rushford, and
the growth of its business firms, public serv-
ices, churches, schools, and clubs are treated
in three chronological sections, Biographical
sketches of leading citizens and reminiscent
accounts of pioneer days also are included.

A SPECIAL edition of the Minnetonka Her-
ald, published on August 12, is devoted to a
review of the history of the Lake Minnetonka
area, with particular emphasis on Wayzata,
which celebrated its centennial from August 15
through 19. The issue contains five illustrated
sections dealing with “Hotels and Steamboats.”
“Indians and Townships,” “Churches and
Schools,” “Old Settlers,” and “Sports.” Under
these headings the rise and fall of Lake Minne-
tonka as a resort area are treated. and many
of the hotels that once dotted the lake shore
and the steamboats that “churned through
Minnetonka’s wuters at one time or ancther”
are described and pictured. The growth of
Wayzata is reviewed, and the ginseng boom
which saved the town from carly extinction
is recalled. Legends concerning the names of
such places us Watwatasso Island, Spirit Knob,
and Enchanted Island are retold. The paper
also contains a number of reminiscent accounts
recalling the Sioux who Jived in the area, early
bus transportation, the building of highways,
logging in the Wayzata region in the 1860s,
storms, fluctuations in the lake level, and man-
sions that grew up along the shares “after the
decline of resorts.” Also included arc historical
sketches of Medina, Plymouth, and Irdepend-
ence townships. accounts of such sports as
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sailboating and yachting, and a list of Indian
mounds that have been excavated in the Lake
Minnetonka area.

CALEDONIA’S one-hundredth birthday was
marked by an ambitious celebration from July
16 to 18 and by the publication of a souvenir
booklet, compiled by Georgina Lommen and
entitled The Past Is Our Heritage (52 p.).
The pamphlet includes material on the town’s
settlement, its Civil War activities, and the de-
velopment of its churches, schools, and such
clubs as the Caledonia Literary Society. A use-
ful list of local business firms and professional
people for the period from 1865 to 1900 is in-
cluded. As the high light of its centennial pro-
gram, the community staged a pageant based
on material in the booklet. Program cvents are
to be found in The Century, a sheet published
especially for the occasion by the Caledonia
Argus.

THE HUNDREDTH anniversary of the city
of St. Paul on March 4 was marked by a brief
program and a special meeting of the, city
council. 'Two articles, “Council Meeting to Span
Century” by Carl G. Langland and “River
Trade Helped Boom City Growth” by Donald
(’Grady in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of Feb-
ruary 28, commemorate the occasion. The
authors review the early vears of St. Pauls
existence, give the names of men who served
on the city’s first conncil in 1854, list ordi-
nances passed by that body, and touch on the
city’s early dependence on the Mississippi
River. Members of the 1954 city council ob-
served the centennial by wearing costumes of
a hundred years ago and by re-enacting the
first session of the council. Following the mcet-
ing, a program honoring tw'enty-cight pioneer
St. Paul firms was given. According to the
Pioneer Press of March 4, which lists the firms
so honored, six of the twenty-eight were in ex-
istence when the city charter was adopted in
1854.

A FEATURE of Belle Plaine’s centennial cele-
bration, from July 16 to 18, was the publication
of an illustrated history of the town by Harold
Albrecht. Under the title This Is Owr Town
(1954. 113 p.), the author recounts the story
of Belle Plaine from its founding in 1854 by
Judge Andrew G. Chatfield, and provides in-
formation on its pioneer settlers, schools,
churches, clubs, and business concerns. Since
the booklet is based largely upon the author’s
research in the files of the Belle Plaine Herald,
its text is laced with anecdotes that give the
flavor of the community’s past.
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A SERIES of articles calling attention to the
hundredth anniversary of the village of New
Avburn in Sibley County, which held its cen-
tennial cclebration from July 9 to 11, appears
In jssues of the Gaylord Hub for June 4, 11,
18, and 25. Entitied “New Auburn History,”
the series, which was compiled by I. Trapp,
draws on files of the now extinct New Aunburn
Herald for information on the establishment of
the town’s business firms, its churches, and its
schools. Also included are I)iographical sketches
of a few early settlers.

THE LITTLE-KNOWN village of Pickwick in
Winona County is the subject of an article by
Elizabeth Hatch in the Winona Daily News of
Juve 17, Under the title “Quaint Pickwick Vil-
Jage to Mark 100th Anniversary,” Miss Hatch
brings together information on the settlement’s
carly years and touches on outstanding events
in its history. The writer describes the arrival
of settlers in Trout Valley in 1854, and calls
attention to the flour mill erected at Pickwick
in 1856. Although changed, the mill, which
was once famous for its [tasca Flour, is still in
use. The village celebrated its centennial on
June 19 and 20.

COLORFUL and significant segments in the
history of the St. Croix Valley are recalled in
the centennial edition of the Hudson [Wiscon-
sin] Star-Obsercer, issued on May 20, An illus-
trated feature article on the Observer, “one of
the oldest newspapers in the upper Mississippi
Valley,” traces its descent from the North
Star, a paper cstablished in 1854, and details
the varions mergers, name changes, and edi-
torial policies of the papers in its ancestry. Al-
though many of the edition’s 112 pages ave
devoted to contributions on various aspects of
the history of Hudson, North Hudson, and
near-by Somerset, Wisconsin, the paper also
contains information on the Octagon House
and the Methodist church at Afton on the
Minnesota side of the St. Croix, the beginnings
of the Andersen Corporation now located at
Bayport, the St. Croix Valley Old Settlers As-
sociation, the Hudson toll bridge, and the St.
Paul firm of Brown and Bigelow, many of
whose employees and officers reside in Hudson.

SUMMER celebrations marking the one-hun-
dredth unpiversaries of the founding of
Superior and Ashland, Wisconsin, saw the pub-
lication of a number of articles concerning north-
crn Wisconsin in the Duluth News-Tribune. In
its issue for June 27, that newspaper sketches
the background of the town of Ashland in an
article entitled “Ashland Declares Open Season
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on History,” while Superior's history and its
week-long centennial celebration of July 17 to
24 are covered in articles appearing in the js-
sue for July 18. There Superio’s tempestuous
political history is reviewed by Isadore Cohen
in an article entitled “No Kid Gloves”, Jack
Kerr provides a sketch of John A. Bardon,
“History's Friend,” whose recollections the
author says are among the “most complete
records” of life in early Superior; and the com-
munity’s plans to defend itself during an “In-
dian Scare of 1863”7 are described by Garth
Cermond.

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

A LETTER written in 1892 by Archbishop
John Ireland recounting his “Experiences as a
Civilt War Chaplain” with the Fifth Minnesota
Volunteer Infantry has been edited by James
P. Shuannon and published iy the Catholic His-
torical Review for October, 1933. An introduc-
tion by the editor provides the setting for this
account of the future archbishop’s adventures
while serving in the field with 1 Minnesota
regiment in 1862 und 1863. The autobiograph-
ical narrative of an early phase of Ireland’s
carcer wus prepared for another priest who
was collecting material for a history of Cath-
olic chaplains in the Givil War. The original
manuscript, here published for the first time,
Is among the archives of the University of
Notre Dame.

A USEFUL pamphlet on the Collection of
Water-color Drawings of the North American
Indian by Seth Eastman. in the James Jerome
Hill Reference Library has been prepared by
Frances Densmore and issued in mimeo-
graphed form by the St. Paul library which
owns the pictures (1954. 51 p.}. In her in-
troduction, the author describes the collection
and reviews the carcer of the army officer wha
produced the paintings. Following this are
descriptive accounts of forty-six of the seventy
items in the collection, incorporating lengthy
quotations from the writings of Mary H. East-
man about the subjects pictured by her hus-
band. Included also is a Jist of the drawings
with references locating such as were puf)-
lished in Henry R. Schoolcraft’s Indian Tribes
of the United States. The booklet is of value to
all students of Northwest Indian life and lore.
as well as to those interested in Midwest art.

AN EXAMINATION of issues involved in the
“Campaign of 1896 in Minnesota” is contrib-
uted by Carl Chrislock to the May 15 Bulletin
of the Minnesota Council for the Social Stud-
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jes. This campaign, the writer declares, marked
the beginning of Minnesota’s “unpredictable”
political behavior. Since then, Mr. Christock
asserts, the state’s “voters have become known
for the ease with which they cross party lines
and for the wuncertainty of their adherence to
cither of the coalitions which constitute the
nation’s two great parties.”

AN ERA that began with the installation of
horsecar lines on Twin City streets in 1872 and
ended when the last strectears gave way to
busses in June, 1954, is reviewed in a booklet
compiled by Russell L. Olson and Edwin H.
Nelson, issued under the title Electric Railways
of Minneapolis & St. Paul (Los Angeles, In-
terurbans Special no. 14, 1954. $2.00). Its
eighty-seven pages are devoted to short ac-
counts of the companies that controlled the
two cities” street railways, a survey of manage-
ment policies over the years, an alphabetically
arranged list of routes with the dates on which
they were maugurated and numerous maps
and illustrations. The latter depict types of
cars, stations, and the like. Both text and pic-
tures give cmplmm to the physical aspects of
the street railway system. L.M.K.

HIGH LIGHTS in the history of the Minne-
sota Transter Railway are provided by Frank
P. Donovan, Jr., under the title “Gateway to
the Northwest” in the Railroad Magazine for
May. The anthor notes that this seemingly in-
significant road, which was founded by James
J. Hill to relieve the congestion in the Great
Northern's aneapohs yard, now moves “a
big chunk of the nation’s frcnght Although it
has only thirteen miles of main line, seven hun-
dred employees are needed to switch “carload
freight to and from the 400 industrial plants
located beside its hard shining steel,” accord-
ing to Mr. Donovan. The work of the com-
pany, its plant, yard facilities, and equipment
are described and pictured in the account. M.
Donovan also is the author of an article on
“Railroads of the Twin Cities” appearing in
the same magazine tor February.

THE RESTORATION of the Heman Gibbs
farmhouse by the Ramscy County Historical
Society is noted by Bernie Campbell in an ar-
ticle entitled “100-Year-Old Farmhouse to Dbe
Historical Museum,” in the St. Paul Dispatch
of Apri] 2, The author sketches the history of
the Gibbs house and descrijbes the work of the
society in (.omertmg the house into a “mu-
seumn of rural Ramsey County life.” A photo-
graph of the present house accompanies the
article.
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MINNESOTA will have another historical mu-
seurn if plans outlined by William J. Martin
in the July 18 issue of the St. Paul Pioneer
Press are successful, In an article entitled
“Once Lively Pioneer Inn to Be Museum,” Mr.
Martin announces that a two-story stone build-
ing near Shakopee will be operated as a mu-
seum by the Scott County Historical Society.
He writes that the building, which is owned
by the city of Shakopee, is to be leased by the
county group and transformed into a2 museum
by 1955. Originally operated by Major Rich-
ard G. Murphy as an ion on the Fort Snelling-
New Ulm stagecoach road, the structure, says
Mr. Martin, was dubbed “Murphy’s Folly”
when it fell into disuse after the coming of the
railroad. The varied carecer of its builder as
inn keeper, Indian agent, farmer, and state
legislator also is recalled.

THE STORY of Lambert Nigele and Eugen
Gerstenhauer, who founded the Neu Ulm Pio-
nier in 1858, is reviewed by Hermann E. Roth-
fuss in an article entitled “Westward with the
News,” which appears in the American-German
Review for February-March. Since the journal-
istic activities of these two men spanned an area
extending from Indiana and Illinois to the Pacif-
ic Northwest, their careers illustrate graphically
the westward movement of the German-Ameri-
can press. Special emphasis is given, however,
to the papers with which they were connected
in the Minnesota communities of New Ulm,
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Winona.

CHANGES IN organized camping since 1918
are pointed up by Vixgim'a Brainard in an ar-
ticle entitled "YWCA'’s Aging Camp to Have Its
Face Lifted,” appearing in the aneapohs
Tribune of May 2. When the YWCA acquired
Elizabeth Lvmcm Lodge on Lake Minnetonka
in 1918, writes Miss Brainard, “women were tir-
ing of a restricted life,” and the organization
needed a larger site for its camping activities.
By reproducing photographs and excerpts from
the records of the YWCA, the author indicates
some of the ways in which campers, counselors,
and camping activities have changed.

IN MEMORY OF Father Jean Aulneau, who
died with other followers of the French explorer
La Vérendrye in a massacre on an jsland in the
Lake of the Woods in 1 738, a log chapel kuown
as St. Mary's Merporial Church was dedicated
at Warroad on May 26. The event is the occa-
sion for the publication, in the St. Paul Pioneer
Press of ) \/[ay 16, of an article by Earl Chapin
entitled “No Longer s thher Aulneau Minne-
sota’s Forgotten Martyr.” He retells the story of
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the massacre, notes that Father Aulneau’s let-
ters were later discovered and published, and
credits Father Emmett A. Shanahan, parish
priest at Warroad, with mdl\mg possible a fitting
memorial to the French missionary.

CATHERED IN tape-recorded interviews and
edited by Dr. Charles Vandersluis, the remi-
niscences of Father Thomas Borgerding, a Bene-
dictine priest who has worked among the Chip-
pewa in northern Minnesota since 1888, began
appearing in installments in the Northland
Times of Bemidji on January 8. In the introduc-
tory article, Dr. Vandersluis provides pertinent
information about the veteran missionary priest
and gives the background of the interviews
which he transcribed aund annotated for the
Beltrami County Historical Society. Documen-
tation provided by Dr. Vandersluis appears in
the issue for Januwary 22, while other articles
deal with early missionary activity in the Lake
Suierior region as a whole and with the Red
Lake Indian Reservation in particular.

THE TREASURE of historically useful infor-
mabon to be found in the minutes and accounts
of a unit of Jocal government is clearly illus
trated by Walter Carlson in an article entitled
“Records Reveal Waverly History,” which ap-
pears in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel of January
19. Making use of the clerk’s minutes of the
board of Waverly Township in Martin County
for a thirty-year period beginning in 1887, the
author shows that they can be both illuminating
and eutertaining. He found that “The principal
business at halt a dozen meetmgs durmg 1888~
89 was counting gopher tails” since at that
time a small hounty was paid on these animals,
and that the township books contained such
varied information as the cost of road construc-
tion, the amount of a bond issue to provide for
a railroad right of way, and the license fees set
for peddlers in 1897.

THE BACKGROUNDS and future plans of
some institutions of higher learnjng in Minne-
sota and Wisconsin are sketched in u series of
articles by Reub Monsun published in the St.
Paul Pioneer Press from January 3 to March 28.
Included are illustrated accounts of Macalester
College in St. Paul, St. Olaf College at North-
field, Augsburéj College and Iheo%oglcal Sem-
jnary in Minneapolis, St. Johns University at
Collegeville, Gustavus Adolphus College at St.
Peter, the College of St. Benedict at St. TJoseph,
the Wlsconsm state colleges at River Falls and
Eau Claive, the State Teachers Collcge at Be-
midji, the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul,
and the College of St. Scholustica in Duluth,
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BEYOND STATE BOUNDARIES

UNDER THE TITLE “Echoes from Custer’s
Last Fight,” Edward C. Bailly presents ~“Ac-
counts by an Officer survivor never hefore pub-
lished” in the issue of Military Affairs for the
winter of 1953. A few months before the battle
of June 25, 1876, the officer, Second Lieutenant
Winfield Scott Edgerly, had iarried Grace
Cory Blum of St. Paul. The material here printed
for the first time was found among her effects
after her death in 1939. Tt consists of a telegram
addressed to her father, Louis Blum of St. Paul,
and dated June 28, 1876; a letter written by
Edgerly on July 4. 1876, to give his wife a “full
account of what had happened ; and a report of
the battle written by Edgerly in 1883. Although
Edgerly was with “the Seventh United States
Cavalry under Custer's command, his company
was not among those wiped out in the battle of
the Little Big Horn. These documents provide
a fresh report trom one who was close to the
scene of action and familiar with the men in-
volved.

THE FOUNDING of Fort Sully on the Mis-
souri River jn September, 1863, was a “dirvect
result” of the Sioux Outbreak in Minnesota a
year earlier, according to a “History ol Fort
Sully” published in volume 26 of the South Da-
kota Historical Collections (Pierre, 1953). The
author, Steven Hockman, devotes his opening
chapter to “The Sioux Outbreak and the Sibley-
Sully Expedition™ of 1863-64. For use as a
winter encampment, members of the expedition
built the fort on the east bank of the Missouri
and named it for their commander, General Al-
fred bully Its establishment, the writer points
out, was ‘an integra] part of the military activ-
ities™ that accompanied a period of Indian war-
fare. After the hostilities ended in 1868, how-
ever, the fort continued to house troops until
1894, thus serving to “stabilize conditions on
the frontier” and helping to promote settlement.

A BOYHOOD at Morton on the Minnesota
River served as a prelude to the adventure re-
corded by Dr. Bernard F. Ederer in a little book
published under the title Through Aluska’s Back
Door (New York, Vantage PILSS 1954. 162
p. $3.00). Reading about the explorers and
voyageurs who once penetrated the Minnesota
country, trapping with Sioux boys from the
Jocal reservation, and canoeing on the Minpe-
sota River were among the expcnences that in-
spired Dr, Ederer’s interest in the venturesome
voyage deseribed in this book. Excellent photo-
graphs taken during the course of the journey
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on the Mackenzie and Yukon rivers illustrate
this well-written and readable narrative.

THE TOTAL ECLIPSE of the sun which Min-
nesotans had the opportunity of viewing on
June 30, 1954, occasioned considerable interest
in a similar eclipse of July, 1860, which a group
of Boston scientists observed from a point on
the Saskatchewan River in northern Manitoba.
Articles aboul the eclipse expedition of 1860
are contributed by Grace Lee Nute to the Min-
nesota Naturalist for May and by Olive Knox to
the suramer issue of The Beaver. Both are based
on narratives written by one of the scientists on
the trip, Samuel Scudder, who in 1886 pub-
lished 2 little book entitled The Winnipeg Coun-
try, or Roughing It with an Eclipse Party. It
describes a journey of three thousand miles by
rail, stagecoach, steamboat, and canoe, north-
ward through St. Paul and St. Cloud to the Red
River, Fort Carry, Lake Winnipeg, and The
Pas. With the travelers as far as Fort Garry went
Edward Eggleston, then a youthful Methodist
preacher at St. Paul. Some of Miss Nute’s ma-
terial has been drawn from a letter which Scud-
der wrote to Eggleston after returning from the
North.

EXTRACTS from a diary kept by Frauces
Simpson on a canoe voyage from Montreal to
York Factory in 1830 appear under the title
“Journey for Frauces™ iu the Decembey, 1953,
and the March and summer, 1954, issues of
The Beaver. Each installment is accompanied
by an introduction by Grace Lee Nute, who
considers this record kept by the eighteen-year-
old bride of the governor of the Hudson’s Bay
Company “a momentous discovery.” Its value,
Miss Nute believes, stems from the fact that
Mrs. Simpson “jotted down details that fur
traders’ accounts omit as too well known to be
worth mentioning,” with the result that her
journal is “explicit about ceveryday life on a
canoe journey.” Of special interest to Minne-
sotans is the second installment, for there Mrs.
Simpson records her impressions of Lake Supe-
rior, the border waters between Canada and
what is now Minnesota, and the trading post on
the Rainy River that was later named Fort
Frances in her honor. In this journal, Miss Nute
concludes, Frances Simpson has not ouly left
a picture of the untouched American wilderness,
but “she has given us better jnsight into modes
of travel in 1830, the hitherto unrecorded cus-
toms of canoe travel in that day, and the char-
acter of her famous husband.”

JOSEPH Burr Tyrrell's contributions to “the
making of the map of Canada” are described
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and evaluated by F. J. Alcock in the first of a
series of biographical sketches of Canadian
geographers in the December. 1953, issue of the
Canadian Geographical Journal. According to
the wiiter, Tyrrell was largely responsible for
mapping western Manitoba, especially the Lake
Winnipeg area, and for pioneer explorations
and surveys in parts of northern Saskatchewan
during the later decades of the nineleenth cen-
tury.

AN ILLUSTRATED pamphlet compiled by
members of the Emerson Women'’s Institute re-
counts the History of Lmerson, a Manitaba
town near the Minnesota-Dakota boundary,
Founded in 1874 by a colonization party led by
Thomas Carney and W. N. Fairbanks of Red
Wing, Emerson subsequently became the home
of other settlers from Minnesota. The booklet
tells of the development of the town’s business
and rail facilities, its churches, schools, and
other organizations. Also included are accounts
of steamboating on the Red River, bicgraphies
of civic leaders, reminiscences of early settlers,
and brief sketches of the near-by villages of
Ridgeville, West Lynne, and Dominion City.
The value of the booklet for the historian is
greatly enhanced by numerous illustrations.

THREE interesting items dealing with the St.
Croix Valley have becn edited by Willis H. Mil-
Jer and brought together in a pamphlet issued
by the St. Croix County Historical Society of
Wisconsin (Hudson, 1953. 89 p.). Included
is an account, part fact and part fancy, of a trip
down the St. Croix River from Taylor’s Falls to
Prescott in 1880 on the steamer “Magic.” It was
written by William H. Dunne and first pub-
lished in 1881 under the title “Captain Jolly
on the Picturesque St. Croix.” Also included in
the booklet are a biographical sketch of “Henry
W. Crosby, Territorial Pioneer.” an early settler
in the valley; and “Five Letters of Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes,” written between 1887 and 1891,
dealing with the plans of Dr. 1. D. Wiltrout to
found a hospital in Hudson named for Holmes.

SOME of the accomplishments of the North
Carolina Department of Archives and History
are outlined in general texms in The First Half
Century, a pamphlet commemorating the or-
ganization’s fiftieth anmiversary (1933. 28p.).
The broad program, purposes, and achieve-
ments of its archives and manruseripts, museum,
and publications divisions, and their growth
“from small beginnings to large-scale activities”
?re sketched in this attractive, illustrated book-
et.
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