











tells of his visits to the Homestake, Father
de Smet, and Florence mines during a trip
from Montana to-St. Paul.

Some personal information about the Hub-
bell family is to be found in the papers.
Hubbell's many references to his home in
Mankato, and to St. Paul, where he lived
after 1881 and where his business interests
were closely allied with those of Amherst
H. Wilder, bespeak his affection for the
state in which he lived. He kept in touch
with relatives in Connecticut through cor-
respondence with an uncle, James Boyd.
In a long letter written on September 6,
1868, and preserved in Hubbell’s papers,
the stay-at-home Boyd displays a keen in-
terest in the nephew who ranged from
Michigan to New Orleans, and from New
York to Montana. After asking for more
news of Hubbell's “goings and move-
ments,” he remarks: “To me the rapid
growth of the West has an engrossing in-
terest, and my admiration of the energetic
men, who are accomplishing such wonders
there, is unbounded. I hope I may not only
live to see the rails all laid to San Fran-
cisco & Pugets Sound, but that I may yet
travel over them and see the wonders of
the Pacific region.”

These newly acquired papers depict
Hubbell as a chameleon-like entrepreneur,
changing his interests as new opportunities
unfolded. In a country where natural re-
sources were abundant and skilled manage-
ment and capital scarce, he followed the
natural lines of economic development,
turning from furs to mining, trade, trans-
portation, and townsites. Energetic, imagi-
native, and optimistic, he entered each new
enterprise with fresh enthusiasm. It was
not money alone that he sought, for as early
as May 24, 1866, he wrote to his wife that
“money making for me is now but a game
of excitement.” He felt the exhilaration of
moving along in the mainstream of the
Northwest, identifying his interests with
those of the fast-growing country.

But the Northwest grew too fast for him.
By 1900, a magical change had come over
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its “wild regions.” Mankato, the boom town
from which his wagons traveled westward,
had become a quiet city. St. Paul, the
rude capital, had almost fulfilled the prom-
ise of its raucous boosters as it matured in-
to a metropolis. The Far West, too, had
changed, adding to its economy of furs,
gold, and silver the sobering alloy of cattle,
sheep, and farms. Before he died, Hubbell
had already become a man of the past. Out
of his adventures, his struggles, his acquisi-
tion and loss of fortunes, there remains a
small monument — his papers. In them,
scholars now have a new avenue to the
understanding of his times.

Memorials

THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY has a
Memorial Fund to which contributions can be
made upon the loss of a relative or friend. Such
gifts not only serve as appropriate expressions of
sympathy and condolence, but they help to sup-
port work that is a fitting memorial to any Min-
nesotan.

Whenever a contribution is received for the
Memorial Fund, a suitable card is mailed to
the bereaved family, and the names of those
whose memories are honcred, as well as of
contributors, are recorded in the society’s per-
manent Memorial Book.

Use the blank that follows in contributing to
the Memorial Fund:

ENCLOSED is my contribution of . to
the Minnesota Historical Sceiety’s Memorial
Fund.

Presented in the name of

Please send card to

Address.

Signed

Address

¥ you prefer that a memorial be used for a spe-
cific purpose, check below:

Purchase of books [, manuscripts [J, pictures [,
museum objeets [, publication work (.
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