






of his wagon trains, on the effect of Indian 
warfare on the fur trade, and on the hos­
tilities of Indian bands led by Sitting Bull-
Although Senators Knute Nelson and Moses 
Clapp urged that HubbeU's claims be al­
lowed, the government never granted the 
funds he requested.'' 

In the midst of his difficulties with the 
hostile Sioux, Hubbell accepted a new re­
sponsibflity that brought him into still closer 
touch with that troubled nation. In 1864 
he was commissioned by the government 
to transport the Santee Sioux remaining 
on a reservation north of Fort Ridgely on 
the Minnesota River to Fort Thompson 
on the lower Missouri. Among HubbeU's 
papers is a deposition dated November 20, 
1902, made by Byron E. Pay, the man en­
gaged by Hubbell to make the trip with 
the Indians. Pay not only describes his 
journey from Fort Ridgely to Pipestone, 
where his train was joined by fifty of Hub­
beU's wagons loaded with supphes for the 
Indians, but he tells of the difficulties en­
countered in carrying out his task. 

HubbeU's experience as a trader repre­
sents only one phase of a varied business 
career. Operating from his homes in Man­
kato and St. Paul, he traveled extensively 
throughout the United States, developing 

railroads in Minnesota and Dakota, mines 
in Montana and Dakota, townsites in Mon­
tana, and gypsum mills in Michigan. The 
fact that railroads seem to have absorbed 
his attention in the 1870s and 1880s is re­
flected in items among his papers relating 
to the Minnesota and Northwestern and 
the Southern Minnesota railroad companies, 
the Central Raiffoad Company of Minne­
sota, and the Rocky Fork and Cooke City 
Railway Company of Montana. Included, 
for example, is a copy of a Prospectus pub­
lished by the latter road in 1887, giving 
data on gold, silver, and copper mining in 
Montana, and on the various companies 
formed for that purpose. This pamphlet is 
not the only indication in the papers that 
Hubbell was broadly interested in mining. 
Also included is a stock certificate of 1903 
in the Cook Gold Mining and Mflhng Com­
pany of South Dakota, iUustrated with 
mining scenes. Other references to mining 
appear in HubbeU's diary for 1880, which 

' Most of the information in the Hubbell Papers 
on Sioux hostiUties is to be found in depositions dated 
November 19 and December 3, 1902, made by 
Charles W. Hoffman, a sutler at Fort Buford in 
1866. HubbeU's claims are summarized in 41 Con­
gress, 2 session. Senate Reports, no. 337, p. 1-3 
(serial 1443). 
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tells of his visits to the Homestake, Father 
de Smet, and Florence mines during a trip 
from Montana to St. Paul. 

Some personal information about the Hub­
bell family is to be found in the papers. 
HubbeU's many references to his home in 
Mankato, and to St. Paul, where he lived 
after 1881 and where his business interests 
were closely aUied with those of Amherst 
H. Wilder, bespeak his affection for the 
state in which he lived. H e kept in touch 
with relatives in Connecticut through cor­
respondence with an uncle, James Boyd. 
In a long letter written on September 6, 
1868, and preserved in HubbeU's papers, 
the stay-at-home Boyd displays a keen in­
terest in the nephew who ranged from 
Michigan to New Orleans, and from New 
York to Montana. After asking for more 
news of HubbeU's "goings and move­
ments," he remarks: "To me the rapid 
growth of the West has an engrossing in­
terest, and my admffation of the energetic 
men, who are accomplishing such wonders 
there, is unbounded. I hope I may not only 
hve to see the rails aU laid to San Fran­
cisco & Pugets Sound, but that I may yet 
travel over them and see the wonders of 
the Pacific region." 

These newly acquired papers depict 
Hubbell as a chameleon-like entrepreneur, 
changing his interests as new opportunities 
unfolded. In a country where natural re­
sources were abundant and skilled manage­
ment and capital scarce, he foUowed the 
natural lines of economic development, 
turning from furs to mining, trade, trans­
portation, and townsites. Energetic, imagi­
native, and optimistic, he entered each new 
enterprise with fresh enthusiasm. It was 
not money alone that he sought, for as early 
as May 24, 1866, he wrote to his wife that 
"money making for me is now but a game 
of excitement." He felt the exhilaration of 
moving along in the mainstream of the 
Northwest, identffying his interests with 
those of the fast-growing country. 

But the Northwest grew too fast for him. 
By 1900, a magical change had come over 

its "wild regions." Mankato, the boom town 
from which his wagons traveled westward, 
had become a quiet city. St. Paul, the 
rude capital, had almost fulfilled the prom­
ise of its raucous boosters as it matured in­
to a metropolis. The Far West, too, bad 
changed, adding to its economy of furs, 
gold, and silver the sobering alloy of cattle, 
sheep, and farms. Before he died, Hubbell 
had already become a man of the past. Out 
of his adventures, his struggles, his acquisi­
tion and loss of fortunes, there remains a 
smaU monument —his papers. In them, 
scholars now have a new avenue to the 
understanding of his times. 

Memorials 
THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY haS a 

Memorial Fund to which contributions can be 
made upon the loss of a relative or friend. Such 
gifts not only serve as appropriate expressions of 
sympathy and condolence, but they help to sup­
port work that is a fitting memorial to any Min­
nesotan. 

Whenever a contribution is received for the 
Memorial Fund, a suitable card is mafled to 
the bereaved famfly, and the names of those 
whose memories are honcred, as wefl as of 
contributors, are recorded in the society's per­
manent Memorial Book. 

Use the blank that follows in contributing to 
the Memorial Fund: 

ENCLOSED is my contribution of $ to 
the Minnesota Historical Scciety's Memorial 
Fund. 

Presented in the name of 

Please send card to_ 

Address 

Signed . 

Address. 

IF YOU prefer that a memorial be used for a spe­
cific purpose, check below: 
Purchase of books D, manuscripts D, pictures D, 
museum objects D, publication work D. 
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