











will be drawn by me, upon the State Treas-
ury for the Amount of the Appropriation, to

the order of said Commissioner.” He noted
that $510.00 had been appropriated by the
legislature to cover the cost of printing the
report.!? Wheelock arranged with Case,
Lockwood and Company of Hartford, Con-
necticut, to print his book. He personally
took the manuscript there in June when he
accompanied Miss French on her trip home
to New Hampshire.

Upon his return to St. Paul on July 28,
Wheelock found the prospects for the sale
of the volume encouraging. “I am in hopes
of receiving the first shipment of books
immediately,” he wrote to his printers on
July 31. “The country never was so pros-
perous — everybody feels well. My book
will sell well if it comes soon.” He asked
that about fifty copies be bound in cloth
with the title stamped in gilt letters.?®

The first books arrived in St. Paul about
August 12, and copies were placed on sale
immediately. Wheelock wrote that he ex-
pected them to “go off with a little effort
like hot cakes,” since much of the material
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BUILDING
of Wheelock's paper,
the St. Paul Press

contained in the report had never before
been assembled in a single volume. There,
for example, Wheelock reported that in
1859 Minnesota exported $160,000 worth of
furs, 10,300 bushels of cranberries, 203,000
pounds of ginseng, and 369,625 bushels of
wheat. He wrote: “Two years ago, Minne-
sota imported flour to supply the deficien-
cies in her own product. She has now
probably one hundred and forty grist mills,
one hundred and twenty-two being the sum
of those actually reported to this office.
Some of these mills are very large and fine,
and the quality of flour produced rivals the
best eastern brands.” 17

In general, the book contains in its 174
pages information on the state’s “Com-
manding Geographical Position,” its climate,
rainfall, soil, agriculture, crops, commerce,
freight rates, steamboat traffic, railroad

“Donnelly’s statement and a copy of Dunbar’s
letter are in the Wheelock Papers.

*Wheelock to Miss French, July 28, 1860; to
Case, Lockwood and Company, July 31, 1860.

"Wheelock to Miss French, August 12, 1860;
Minnesota: Its Place among the States, 121, 155,
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prospects, exports, and manufactures of
lumber and flour. It describes and locates

the principal towns, gives the area of coun-
ties, the population, the number of voters,
tax valuations, the number of schools and
churches, appropriations for roads, and data
on Minnesota’s public lands.

Although Wheelock’s printers were slow
in making deliveries, his future sister-in-law
was able to repert in August, 1860, that
“there is nothing like tardiness in the sale”
of the book. Doubtless because the book
was selling well, its author was “in fine
spirits.” 18 He worked hard to promote sales.
Late in October he went to Winona to or-
ganize a “movement to set on foot a sub-
scription list among the business men for
my book.” He found “no difficulty in getting
some of the prominent merchants™ to or-
ganize a committee to canvass for sub-

- scriptions.

Readers of the St. Paul Pioneer and
Democrat were urged to obtain copies for
distribution among prospective settlers in
the East. An article in the New York World,
based on data from Wheelock's book, was
written by the famed journalist Manton
Marble, whose kind co-operation was much
appreciated by Wheelock. The two men
had become close friends in 1859 when they
were companions on an expedition to the
Red River Valley.!?

Evidence that Governor Ramsey ap-
proved of Wheelock’s work is to be found
in his annual message for 1862. The gover-
nor informed members of the legislature
that “The labors of the Commissioner of
Statistics are justly regarded as of the high-

" Lydia French to Mrs. Theodore French, Sr.,
August 16, 1860.

" Wheelock to Miss French, October 29, Novem-
ber 1, 1860; St. Paul Pioneer and Democrat, October
1, 1860. For information on Marble, see Frank L.
Mott, American Journalism, 351, 433 (New York.
1941); and Allen §. Will, in Dumas Malone, ed.,
Dictionary of American Biagmphy‘ 12:267 (New
York, 1933).

® Ramsey, Annual Messuge, 1862, p. 18 (St Paul,
1862).

- Wheelock to Miss French, November 23, 1860,

= General Laws, 1861, p. 186, 187; 1862, p. 155.
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est importance to the welfare of this new
and but partially known State. That inde-
fatigable officer, by the collection and dis-
semination . . . of the statistical evidences
of the progress and capabilities of Minne-
sota,” Ramsey continued, “is sowing the
seeds of a great appreciation of the State
abroad, which has already had a marked
influence, and cannot fail to result in great
and lasting benefits.” Ramsey added that a
second report, which was then nearly com-
pleted by the commissioner, “will repay as
an emigrant document a hundred fold the
small expenditure incurred in its publication
and distribution.” *°

After his first report was published,
Wheelock turned his energies to laying a
“deep and broad foundation for the Burean
of Statistics.” He was assured of the “cor-
dial cooperation” of Governor Ramsey and
other influential men in what he termed his
“conspiracy” to obtain additional funds to
carry on his statistics work. Wheelock pre-
dicted that the bureau would not “only be
well endowed on its own individual nerve”
but that it would “have some interesting
features added to it” in the next legislative
year.*!

These features, in the form of amend-
ments to the original statistics act, reflect
both the success of Wheelock’s report and
his adeptness at political logrolling. In a
law approved by the legislature on March
8, 1861, a thousand dollars was provided to
cover Wheelock’s expenses in the preceding
year, and an additional fifteen hundred dol-
lars was appropriated for his salary and
expenses in 1861. In the year following, a
thousand dollars again was provided by the
legislature to pay the commissioner’s salarv
for 1862.22

Apparently the financial returns from
his statistics work lived up to Wheelock’s
expectations, for on May 14, 1861, after
numerous delays and postponements, he
married to Miss French. Wheelock
traveled to New Hampshire for the cere-
mony, and the couple then returned to St.
Paul together.

wads

335



IN ACCORDANCE with the provisions of
the 1861 act, Wheelock’s Second Annual
Report as commissioner of statistics ap-
peared early in 1862. It took the form of a
pamphlet of 126 pages bearing the title
Minnesota: Its Progress and Capabilities. In
his preface, the commissioner stressed the
report’s usefulness to all individuals inter-
ested in promoting immigration into the
state. To equip every Minnesotan to promote
immigration effectively, “to provide him
with arguments derived from the collective
experience of the whole State, to enable
him to present to his friends in other States
or countries a fair, candid and truthful
statement of facts officially authenticated,
is one, and by no means the least important,
of the objects of the publications of this
bureau,” wrote Wheelock.

But it was not long before the young
journalist began to lose interest in the statis-
tics bureau. In January, 1861, Wheelock
had joined William R. Marshall and New-
ton Bradley in establishing the St. Paul
Press. Although his connection with it was
at first somewhat camouflaged, Wheelock
was the real projector and founder of the
paper. As time passed and he failed to
achieve for the bureau of statistics what
he felt to be a “proper pecuniary footing,”
he turned more and more to his journalistic
duties.?

On January 19, 1863, Governor Ramsey
informed the legislature that Wheelock
planned to resign as statistics commissioner
as soon as his report for 1862, which was
partly in type but which had been delayed
“owing to the difficulty of collecting returns
from the disorganized western counties,”
was completed, or as soon as a successor
was appointed. The governor added that
Wheelock was willing to complete the re-
port without pay and to make future annual
reports gratuitously, provided suitable ap-
propriations were made for hiring a clerk
and for printing and postage. “I regard the
services of Mr. Wheelock of such great
value to the State . . . that I should con-
sider his entire relinquishment of this office

336

as a special loss, and, therefore, recommend
that his offer be accepted,” Ramsey told
the legislature.?

Because economy was so essential dur-
ing the critical era of the Sioux Uprising
and the Civil War, the legislature decided
that the statistical service could be dispensed
with. Instead of accepting Wheelock’s offer,
it abolished his office and ordered him to
turn its files over to the secretary of state.”

The two published reports produced by
Wheelock as commissioner of statistics be-
tween December, 1859, and January, 1863,
are excellent compilations on the Minnesota
of that day. His own paper, the St. Paul
Press, carried the following favorable edi-
torial comment on February 10, 1862: “We
are indeed fortunate in possessing a gentle-
man so eminently fitted as our present
Commissioner of Statistics for the important
task. We doubt if in the entire Northwest
or perhaps the entire Union can there be
found united in any other individual his
many qualifications for the post. To the
unwearied industry of the book-worm, he
unites brilliancy of thought and a breadth
of conception which adorns and renders
grateful the most barren array of figures.”
The editorial adds that it “required a broad
mind to conceive” the statistics bureau,
“persevering industry to develop it, edu-
cated skill to clearly present it.”

Six years were to elapse before the state
of Minnesota again published statistics
showing its progress. Then in 1869 the
assistant secretary of state was charged
with the task of compiling reports similar
to those produced earlier by Wheelock. The
slender volumes assembled by the youthful
journalist in his brief years as commissioner
of statistics remain an important source of
information on the emerging state of the
early 1860s. To them, students are indebted
for many details concerning Minnesota in
the dawning years of statehood.

* Wheelock to Miss French, December 31, 1860,
Tanuary 10, 1861,

* House Journal, 1863, p. 53.

* General Laws, 1863, p. 104,
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