














THE DEVELOPMENT of wheat farming in
the provinces of Manitoba, Alberta, and Sas-
katchewan is emphasized by H. G. L. Strange
in his Short History of Prairie Agriculture
published by the Searle Grain Company Lim-
ited (Winnipeg, 195¢. 104 p.). The author
mentions the beginnings of prairie agriculture
in the small plots cultivated around fur trading
posts, discusses the crops raised by Selkirk set-
tlers in the Red River Valley, and deals briefly
with the blossoming of wheat farming with the
coming of railroads and settlers to the Canadian
West. Later chapters sketch the rise of farm
organizations and milling and elevator com-
panies in the praivie provinces and at Port Ar-
thur and Fort Williams on Lake Superior, and
touch on banking practices and government
services to farmers. Statistical tables showing
grain production over the years, wheat exports,
and the varieties of wheat grown in the region
since 1812 are also included.

THE ACTIVITIES of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany in California were of “short duration”
according to ““A Note on the British Fur Trade
in California, 1821-1846" contributed by John
S. Galbraith lo the August number of the
Pacific Historical Review. The author states
thal competitive factors present in the fur trade
of other areas were lacking in California, and
that the company’s “sole motivation” there was
profit. When the California trade proved uvnre-
warding. the company liquidated its holdings
in 1846.

A GROUP of more than fifty letters written
by Sarah A. Andrews in 1864 and 1865 have
been edited with an introduction by Willis H.
Miller and published under the title Postmarked
Hudson (Hudson. Wisconsin, 1955. 71 p.).
Written to her brother while he was serving in the
Union Army during the Civil War, the letters
‘“reflect the social and religious spirit of the
period in the frontier community of Hudson.”
In the editor’s opinion, the letters with their
graphic accounts of daily happenings in the
Andrews household and in the growing com-
munity, constitute “some of the best and most
authentic source material regarding the history
of Hudson and the St. Croix Valley.” Genealog-
ical information on the Andrews family and an
index add to the usefulness of the work.

SOME information on the industrial develop-
ment of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, may be
found in the December number of the Soo-Liner.
According to the author, the town’s early growth
was "‘wrapped up with lumbering” and such
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allied industries as paper mills and furniture
factories are still to be found there. Platted in
1853 and named for George Stevens, trader and
merchant, the village on the Wisconsin River
has been important to the Soo Line since 1871,
The railroad remains its largest employer and
has terminal and yard facilities there.

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

THE APPOINTMENT of Thomas H. Swain
of St. Paul to the post of executive director of
the Minnesota Statehood Centenmial has been
announced by a commission created by the Jast
legislature. Mr. Swain, who formerly managed
the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce convention
burean, will be charged with the initiation, pro-
motion, and completion of a co-ordinated plan
for observance of the centennial. The commis-
sion is composed of fifteen members, including
five senalors, five representatives, and five udi-
viduals appointed by the governor.

THAT MINNESOTA is one of nine states with
“names of purely river-name origin” is brought
out by John P. Harrington in an article on “Our
State Names” published in the 4dnnual Report
of the Smithsonian Institution for 1954 (Wash-
ington, 1955). Included is an analysis of each
name. In the case of Minnesota, Mr. Harrington
accepts Stephen R. Riggs’ statement that the
name is derived from the “Dakota Sioux form
Mnishota,” signifying “‘milky’ or ‘clouded
water.'” He also notes Jonathan Carver’s early
use of the name and states that Henry H. Sib-
ley “is responsible for the spelling.”

MUCH VALUABLE information on certain
wild life of the area way be found in A Field
Study of the Timber Wolf (Canis Lupus) on
the Superior National Forest by Milton H. Sten-
lund, recently published as number 4 of the T'ech-
nical Bulletins issued by the Minnesota depart-
ment of conservation (1955. 55 p.). Although
the author is primarily concerned with the
habits of the wolf, he presents information
gleaned from historical accounts and interviews
with early residents to show the presence and
indicate the extent in the area of such other ani-
mals as moose, elk, bear, ruffed grouse, and
especially white-tailed deer. Considerable space
is devoted to an examination of the relationship
between the wolf and the deer.

ISSUED IN mimeographed form by the Forest
History Foundation, Incorporated, as number 1
of a projected series of Forest History Reports
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is Helen M. White’s Survey of Forest History
Resources for the St. Croiz River Valley (18 p.).
It was conducted in the fall of 1955 in portions
of both the Minnesota and Wisconsin sections
of the valley to provide an inventory of extant
records of forest industries there and to sup-
plement these written records with selected in-
terviews. The results of Mrs. White’s survey are
arranged under the names of the towns she vis-
ited. In each case. a description of the type of
record found, its location, and its content jis
given. The pames of persons interviewed, or
worthy of being interviewed, also are included.
The writer outlines the methods adopted in
making the survey, and gives information on
the note-taking and interviewing techniques
used. A statement of the foundation's work “For
the History of Logging” is contributed by its
director, Elwood R. Maunder, to the Pacific
Northwest Quarterly for October.

A ROSTER of “Logging Railroads of Northern
Miunnesota” compiled by Franklin A. King ap-
pears in number 98 of the Bulleting of the Rail-
way and Locomotive Hislorical Society (1955.
140 p.). Mr. King gives the names of many
northern Minpesota lumber companies and the
roads they operated, together with data on the
types of locomotives and other equipment used,
and information on the coustruction, length,
and location of their lines. A map showing the
routes of the roads discussed and numerous
photographs of logging trains and camps are
included. Although apparently based upon ex-
tensive research supplemented by interviews,
the roster is not annotated.

MANY INCIDENTS in a hslf century of rail-
roading are recalled by Hugh McCarthy and
reported by Frank P. Donovan, Jr., under the
title “I Was Born to Railroad” in the October
issue of Trams. Mr. McCarthy began his career
in 1896 and filled such posts as clerk, con-
ductar, brakeman, and yardmaster on the lowa
Central and the Minneapolis and St. Louis rail-
roads before becoming superintendent of the
Minnesota Transfer Railway in 1920, a position
be held until his retirement in 1947.

THE HISTORICAL background of pending
Chippewa claims against the United States gov-
ernment is set forth by George Selkirk, chief
of the White Earth band, in two articles ap-
pearing in the Detroit Lakes Tribune for Octo-
ber 28 and November 2. The chief mentions
claims of various Chippewa groups in Minne-
sota and elsewhere, some of which date back
over a hundred years. He also includes a brief
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sketch of the tribe’s history and lists treaties
signed by various Chippewa bands since 1795.

UNDER the title “Portrait of a Jewish Pio-
ncer,” Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut of St. Paul
contributes to the March, 1955, issue of the
National Jewish Monthly a sketch of Jacob J.
Noah, a leading figure in the political and cul-
tural life of frontier St. Paul. Traced in some
detail is Noal'’s political career in Minnesota
in the 1850s as justice of the peace, clerk of
the United States District Court in Minnesota
Territory, secretary of the Democratic wing of
the constitutional convention of 1857. and first
clerk of the state supreme court, With the out-
break of the Civil War, Rabbi Plaut reports,
Noah was commissioned captain of Company K,
Second Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, and
when his war service ended he remained in the
East. His Minnesota associations, however, con-
tinued, for he served under Alexander Ramsey
when the latter became secretary of war.

AN ACCOUNT of a trip along *“The North
Shore in 1890” by the late Bert Fesler appears
in the Cook County News-Herald of Grand
Marais from October 20 to November 10. Based
upon a diary kept by Judge Fesler, the series
describes a seventeen-day journey made by him
from Duluth to Isle Royale in a rowboat and
from there to Port Arthur, Ontario, aboard the
“Hiram R. Dixon.” The author gives the names
of fishermen on the North Shore of Lake Supe-
rior in the summer of 1890, describes the settle-
ments at Beaver Bay, Two Harbors, Grand
Marais, Hovland, and Grand Portage, and lists
the equipment and food he carried. The narra-
tive was originally read by Judge Fesler before
a meeting of the North Shore Historical Assem-
bly held at Grand Portage on August 23, 1930.

A BRIEF account by Paul Lawson of the plat-
ting in 1855 of the ghost town of Clifton on
the North Shore of Lake Superior appears in the
Duluth News-Tribune of October 30 under the
title “Withered Promise.” The author states
that the plat filed by J. S. Watrous provided
for generous hundred-foot-wide avenues and
two breakwaters to insure a good harbor. The
village apparently existed only on paper. how-
ever, for “no property transfers were ever made.”

A TWENTY-YEAR stalistical summary of
the financial status of Northwest Bancorpora-
tion of Minneapolis and its affiliates, covering
the period from 1936 to 1956, appears in that
organization’s Annual Report for 1955. Yearly
totals of earnings, income taxes. profits on secu-
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rities. losses. net income, reserves, and common
stock dividends and book values are given. Also
included is a list of the ninety-seven banks in
Minnesota, Jlowa, Nebraska, Montana, and
North and South Dakota that are presently
affiliated with the corporation.

THE BEGINNINGS of the Minnesota State
Editors and Publishers Association in 1867 are
recalled under the title “Kelliher Independent
Represented at State Convention” in the issue
of that newspaper for January 26. The names
of early officers are given and the organization’s
development into the Minnesota Editorial Asso-
ciation s described.

IN A SERIES of six articles appearing in the
Aitkin Independent Age from July 14 to August
18, P. W. Swedberg supplies ‘A History of the
Early Settlers in Malmo Community.” As a
boy of six, the author immigrated from Sweden
with his parents in 1881 and settled on a home-
stead in Malmo Township on the east shore
of Mille Lacs Lake in Aitkin County. He re-
calls details of a trip on the Rum River in a
rowboat that transported all the family’s house-
hold goods, speaks of pioneer life in the Malmo
area, of hunting methods and fishing techniques,
of his Indian and white neighbors, of the first
school, and the establishment of weekly mail
service, and describes a gala Fourth of July
celebration in 1887 and logging operations in
the area in the 1890s.

MEMBERS of the Beltrami County Historical
Society viewed John G. Morrison’s collection
of pipes and other Indian artifacts at a meet-
ing held at Bemidji on November 20. Mx. Mor-
rison, who lives in Redby, explained each item
shown, and Erwin Mittelholtz spoke briefly on
the history of Grand Portage. Brown Oakgrove
sang several Chippewa songs, accompanying
himself on a ceremonial drum from the Morri-
son collection. Accounts of the meeting and pic-
tures of some of the items exhibited may be
found in the Bemidji Daily Pioneer of Novem-
ber 23 and December 10.

A SPECIAL exhibit in the Brown County His-
torical Society’s museum featuring toys and
German Christmas tree ornaments is pictured
and described in the New Ulm Journal for De-
cember 23. The timely display. arranged by
Mbrs. J. Clark Kellett, museum curator, included
toys dating back to 1865.

HIGH LIGHTS in the “History of Benton
Township” in Carver County are sketched in
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the Waconia Petriot for November 24. Included
is information on the development of the vil-
lages of Benton and Cologne, on the establish-
ment of early grist and flour mills, on schools
and churches, and on pioneer settlers.

TO INSURE the preservation of the township,
municipal, and school records of Freeborn
County, the local historical society recently pur-
chased forty-two steel lockers Lo provide fire-
proof storage for such documents. The lockers
have been placed in vaults in the courthouse at
Alhert Lea and will be made avajlable to inter-
ested districts on a rental basis. Records will
remain the property of the governmental units
imvolved.

THE GOODHUE County Historical Society’s
museurn “literally bursts with life and shows
history from its most delightful viewpoint” ac-
cording to Betsy Koehler writing im the Red
Wing Daily Republican Eagle for December 23.
Under the title “Historical Museum among Real
Assets of Red Wing Community,” the author
notes that the society recently moved into more
spacious quarters in the conrthouse at Red Wing
and that its museum will now have “more space
for detailed display and more toom to show off
those articles which were young when the county
was young.” The writer pays tribute to the work
of Miss Mabel Densmore, curator of the mu-
seum, and describes her efforts to catalogue Lhe
collection and systematize the displays.

A SPECIAL exhibit of early billheads from a
wide variety of retail firms was arranged re-
cently in the Olmsted County Historical Soci-
ety’s museum at Rochester. Entitled “Rochester
Merchants of Yesteryears,” the display provided
an interesting picture of pioneer business in that
area.

A BRIEF outline of the history of the Belview
Independent appears in the issue of that news-
paper for November 11 under the title “Sixty
Years of Service to Town.” Based upon records
in the paper’s own files, the sketch chronicles
the newspaper’s establishment by F. G. Tutle
in 1895 and traces its subsequent development
through eight changes of ownership.

AS A MEANS of promoting interest in its ob-
jectives, the Rice County Historical Society
recently issued a mimeographed booklet outlin-
ing its past activities and future plans (18 p.).
Major space is given to an illustrated account
of the society’s restoration and furnishing of
the Alexander Faribault House, 2 project begun
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in 1945. Another report on the restoration proj-
ect, for which approximately ten thousand dol-
lars has been spent thus far, may be found in
the issue of the Faribault Daily News for Octo-
ber 28. Proceeds of the society's annual silver
tea, held on October 29, were added to the Fari-
bault House restoration fund.

THE STEARNS County Historical Society was
reorganized at a meeting held at St. Cloud ou
November 9. On hand to assist in the reorgan-
ization and to make suggestions concerning the
society’s role in the forthcoming observance of
the incorporation of St. Cloud as a town were
the director of the Minnesota Historical Society,
Mr. Russell Fridley, and its field director, Mr.
Arch Grahn. Mr. E. L. Stockinger of St. Cloud
was elected president of the local society.

A NUMBER of charming local scenes painted
by Birney Quick are reproduced with Donald
Hough's article on Ely in the July number of
the Lincoln-Mercury Times. They provide a de-
lightful setting for Mr. Hough’s memories of
his service as a forester in Superior National
Forest in the 1920s.

A TWELVE-PAGE section of the New Rich-
land Star for December 1 contains a wealth of
material on “The History of New Richland
Schools.” Numerous appropriately illustrated
articles trace the growth of the school system in
this Waseca County area from the erection of
the first one-room structure in 1878 to the dedi-
cation on December 4, 1955, of a new building
for School District 143. Much information is in-
cluded on bond issues, school land acquisitions
and buildings, rural bus service, teachers, and
school activities over the years.

A PAPER on the “History of the Polish People
at Winona,” read by Paul Libera before a meet-
ing of the Winona County Historical Society
on OQOctober 26, has been issued in mimeo-
graphed form. The author records the arrival
of the first Polish settlers in Winona in 1855,
tells of the substantjal migration in the decades
that followed, and speaks of the Polish Catholic
church and school there and of the Polish lan-
guage newspaper published for some thirty-five
years following 1886. A condensed version of
Mr. Libera’s paper appears in the Winona Daily
News for October 29. The Winona society spon-
sored a historical quiz based upon material
appearing in the centennial edition of the News,
published on November 19. Quiz questions ap-
peared in ten issues of the newspaper and cash
prizes were awarded the winners.
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

TESTIMONY in the long pending suit to quiet
titlte to Captain William Clark's field notes of
1803-04 was heard in Minneapolis before Judge
Gunnar Nordbye of the United States District
Court from December 13 to 16. It will be re-
called that the notes were discovered in January,
1953, in a St. Paul attic by Miss Lucile Kane,
the society’s curator of manuscripts. The suit
was initiated against the society by the heirs
of General John Henry Hammond, among whose
effects the Clark Papers were found. Because
they were created as federal records, the United
States government interveped. Its claim is ex-
plained by Robert H. Bahmer, assistant archiv-
ist of the United States, in an article on “The
Case of the Clark Papers” published in the
American Archivist for January. Opposing the
government’s claim were members of the Manu-
seript  Society, an organization composed of
private collectors and representatives of non-
governmental institutions. An explanation of its
attitude is given in the Summer, 19535, issue of
its quarterly, Manuscripts. Among those who
offered testimony during the Minneapolis hear-
ings were some of the nation’s leading historians
and archivists, as well as book dealers and
members of the Hammond family. After a com-
plete transcript of their evidence has been pre-
pared and the briefs have been filed, Judge
Nordbye will hand down his decision, probably
early in the spring. A copy of the transcript
eventually will be added to the society’s collec-
tions. As an interested party, the society cannot
comment on the suit while the evidence is under
consideration by the court. A full report of the
case, however, will appear in this magazine after
Judge Nordbye has filed his decision.

THE SOCIETY’S 1956 annua! meeting will be
held in the Historical Building on May 11, the
ninety-eighth anniversary of Minnesota’s ad-
mission to statehood. The program will be an-
nounced in the near future.

THE SOLON J. BUCK Award for 1955 has
been granted to G. Theodore Mitau for his
article on ““The Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party
Schism of 1948, which appeared in the Spring,
1955, issue of this magazine. The award, given
to the author of the best article published each
year in the society’s quarterly, carries with it a
grant of fifty dollars from a special fund pro-
vided by a friend of the society. The selection
for 1955 was made by a commitiee of three,
named by the society’s president, with Professor
Carlton Qualey of Carleton College as chairman.
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AN OFFER made by the Mississippl Valley
Historical Associgtion to turn over to the soci-
ety the Alvord Memorial Commission with all
its assets and functions has been accepted by
the society's executive commitice. Final arrange-
ments for the transfer were completed at the
association's meeting in Pittsburgh in December.
The commission, which was established in 1928,
raised a fund for the publication of source ma-
terial relating to Mississipp) Valley history. Its
current assets amount to about four thousand
dollars. The society is obligated to use the fund
for the publication of significant documentary
material of importance for the Mississippi Val-
ley and to give appropriate credit to the com-
mission in any volumes thus financed.

THE SOCIETY'S book editor for the past
thirty-six vears. Mary Wheelhouse Berthel, will
retire on May 1. Mrs. Berthel joined the soci-
ety’s stafi in the summer of 1920, when she
came to St. Paul from the Illinois State His-
torical Library at Urbana to edit and supervise
the publication of Dr. Folwell’s four-volume
History of Minnesota. Twenty-six printed books
and pamphlets have since been published by the
society — more than half the total of fifty-one
issued under its imprint in the hundred and
seven years of its existence. Among them is
Mrs. Berthel’s own study of James M. Gaodhue,
Horns of Thunder (1948).

AS A RESULT of the interested efforts of the
society’s president, Mr. Carl W. Jones of Min-
neapolis. suffictent funds have been raised to
begin cataloguing the vast number of pictorial
items added to the picture collection in the past
decade. The work of arranging and cataloguing
an estimated four hundred thousand recent ac-
cessions in the picture department, including
negatives, was inaugurated on March 1 by two
full-time cataloguers. It is expected that the
project can be completed in about three years.

MISS KANE'’S “Guide for Collectors of Manu-
seripts,” originally issued by the society in
mimeographed form as number 1 of its Service
Bulletins. has been printed in two installments
in the December and January numbers of His-
tory News. Before making it available to a
wider audience, Miss Kane revised it exten-
sively.

THE PAPERS of the John H. Shober family
of Mantorville, covering the period from 1849
to about 1890 and consisting of approximately
two hundred items, have been presented by the
State Historical Society of Montana at Helena.
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Included are some business records of a pioneer
mercantile husiness at Mantorville in the 18505,
accounts kept by a Dodge County farmer from
1856 to 1871, the minutes of a debating society
at Mantorville in 1851, material relating to
roads in Dodge County in the 1850s, and some
items on placer mining in the Black Hills in
1877.

TWO DIARIES kept by Edward S. Pattee of
Minneapolis in 1898 while searching for gold
in Alaska are among thirty-seven items from his
papers recently presented by his daughter, Miss
Sidney Pattee of Minneapolis. Included in the
earlier diary is a record of the trip to Vancouver
and Skagway.

AMONG organizations which met recently in
the Weyerhaeuser Room were the Folk Arts
Foundation, on December 3, and the Ramsey
County Historical Society. on February 12. At
both meetings the society’s panorama of the
Sioux War by John Stevens was unrolled, and
the explanatory text was read by Mr. Dunn.
Another feature of the earlier program was a
group of French-Canadian voyageur songs, per-
formed by Dean Melva Lind of Gustavus
Adolphus College.

Memorials

THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL BOCIETY has a
Memorial Fund to which contributions can be
made upon the loss of a relative or friend. Such
gifts not only serve as appropriate expressions of
sympathy and condolence, but they help to sup-
port work that is a fitting memorial to any Min-
nesotan.

.Whenever a contribution is received for the
Memorial Fund, a suitable card is mailed to
the bereaved family. and the names of those
whose memories are honored, as well as of con-
tributors, are recorded in a Memonal Book.

Use the blank that follows in contributing to
the Memorial Fund:

ENCLOSED is my contribution of §__ to
the Minnesota Historical Society’s Memorial
Fund.

Presented in the name of

Please send card to_

Address__ _ _

Sig‘ned

Address
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