








He feels t ha t the profession is to be commended, 
too, for its "recognition of the importance of 
the recent pas t ," for its willingness to " take a 
deep look into the history of other nations and 
other t imes," for its "increasing awareness of 
the full scope of history," for its observance of 
"high s tandards of craftsmanship" and literary 
excellence, and for its freedom from "the dis­
gusting jargons tha t deface many other fields." 

A T R A N S L A T I O N by Sergio J. Pacifici of a 
Copy of a Letter of the King of Portugal Sent 
to the King of Castile concerning the Voyage 
and Success of India has been published by the 
University ot Minnesota Press for the James 
Ford Bell Collection in the university library 
(1955. 24 p . $5.00.). The first and last pages 
of the original " le t ter" published in Rome in 
1505 are reproduced in facsimile in this hand­
some little volume. One of tour known copies 
of the rare t rac t is owned by the Bell Collection. 
The Minnesota edition is the first to appear in 
English. The University of Minnesota Press also 
has published The James Ford Bell Collection: 
A List of Additions, 1951-195i, compiled by 
the curator, John Parker (1955. 69 p . $3.00.). 
This bibliography reflects the recent growth of 
a distinguished collection of books relating to 
the history ot t rade. 

FOR T H E T O U R I S T who wishes to follow 
some ot the Trails of the French Explorers in 
the Great Lakes country and the Mississippi 
Vafley, Marion S. Scanlon has provided an in­
teresting little guidebook (San Antonio, Texas, 
The Naylor Company, 1956. $2.50.). The au­
thor confines herself largely to the trail blazed 
by Marque t t e and Joliet, describing points of 
interest along their route as they were in the 
seventeenth century and as they appear today. 
Lists of "Highways to Historical Sites," of ad­
dresses of some historic bufldings in Wisconsin, 
and of pert inent books and articles add to the 
usefulness of Miss Scanlon's work. 

T H E G A M E of "Lacrosse has one of the long­
est and most colorful genealogies in American 
history,' ' according to an article in the Johns 
Hopkins Magazine for April. After quoting 
some accounts of "The Great Game" as played 
by the American Indians, the anonymous writer 
turns to its development as an "organized 
sport," particularly in Canada and the United 
States. Included is an account of the organiza­
tion of the Montreal Lacrosse Club in 1849 as 
a result of the efforts of Dr . W. G. Beers, who 
also was instrumental in "spreading the game 
through the provinces." 
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VARIOUS aspects of the federal government 's 
Indian policies over the years are examined in 
the Spring number of Ethnohistory. Of special 
interest to Minnesotans is W. Sheridan War­
rick's analysis of "Indian Policy in the Upper 
Old Northwest Following the War of 1812." I n 
other provocative papers Russell L. Caldwell 
poses the question, "Is There an American In­
dian Policy?" and William T. Hagan discusses 
"Pr ivate Property, the Indian's Door to Civil­
ization." 

T H E W E S T W A R D "advance of the gun fron­
tier" is traced by John C. Ewers of the Smith­
sonian Inst i tut ion in an informing article on 
"The Nor th West Trade Gun" published in the 
spring issue of the Alberta Historical Review. 
Drawing upon the records ot explorers, traders, 
and travelers, the writer cites examples of the 
use of firearms in Indian warfare and in the fur 
trade. For instance, he notes tha t when Zebu­
lon M . Pike was a t Leech Lake in 1806, he "ob­
served tha t 'N.W. Guns ' were traded to Indians 
at the Nor th West Company's fort" there. Mr. 
Ewers also tells the story ot the manufacture 
of these guns both in England and America. 
Reproduced with the article are pictures ot 
North West guns now in museum collections, a 
pencil drawing of such guns made by Carl 
Wimer in 1858, and a painting by Carl Bodmer 
depicting their use in an Indian battle. 

A DISCUSSION of the causes and results of the 
metis uprisings of 1869 and 1885 may be found 
in F . Mason Wade's bulky study of The French 
Canadians, 1760-19i5 (New York, 1955. 1136 
p.). In support of his avowed purpose to "ex­
plain why the French Canadians live, think, 
act, and react differently from English-speaking. 
Nor th Americans," the author devotes a chap­
ter to the stormy career of the metis leader, 
Louis Riel, sketching the background of the up­
risings in the Red River country of Minnesota 
and Mani toba and touching on the role of James 
Wickes Taylor in the Minnesota annexation 
movement of the 1850s and 1860s. Of interest, 
too, is the book's first chapter on "The Heritage 
of New France," in which Mr . Wade reviews 
the exploits of Cartier, Champlain, and other 
significant French Canadians. 

J O S E P H Frazier Wall is the author ot a bril­
liant study of "Marse" Henry Watterson: Re­
constructed Rebel, which has been published by 
the Oxford University Press (New York, 1956. 
xvi, 362 p.) . I t provides a biography ot the last 
of the "personal" journahsts — the man who 
served as editor of the Louisville Courier-Jour-
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nal for half a century. The author skiflfuUy 
pictures Watterson's immersion in and influence 
on American politics and journalism. As evi­
dence of his subject's active interest in national 
politics, Mr. WaU notes his personal acquaint­
ance with every president except one from 
John Quincy Adams to Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
and describes his role in eleven presidential 
campaigns. Minnesotans will be specially inter­
ested in an account of Watterson's support of 
Governor John A. Johnson for the presidential 
nomination in 1908. R.W.F. 

WRITING under the title "Research in Rail­
road Archives," Donald W. Meinig gives per­
tinent advice about and valuable information 
on the records of the Northern Pacific and 
Union Pacific systems in the January number 
of the Pacific Northwest Quarterly. Of special 
interest to students of Minnesota history is the 
author's description of the vast body of mate­
rial in the possession ot the Northern Pacific 
Railroad in St. Paul. In addition to outlining the 
types of records available there, Mr. Meinig 
gives specific directions for gaining access to 
them, describes available research tools, and in­
dicates the location of various kinds of material. 

S O M E A N N I V E R S A R I E S 

SO M A N Y communities have marked centen­
nial and other anniversaries during the past 
summer tha t it is quite impossible to give them 
adequate coverage in the limited space avail­
able in this magazine. Substantial centennial 
volumes in hard covers issued for the Min­
neapolis and Zumbrota centennials will be re­
viewed in a future issue. Illustrated pamphlets 
and newspapers, some of which represent valu­
able contributions to the recorded histories of 
their localities, have appeared in a number of 
other Minnesota and Wisconsin communities. 
With brief comment, they are listed below: 

Blue Earth. The Blue Earth Post of June 28 
commemorates the community's centennial. A 
large number ot its 118 pages are devoted to 
local school, business, and church histories, and 
to sketches and reminiscences of pioneers. 

Bayfield, Wisconsin. A centennial section of 
88 pages compiled by Eleanor Knight, who 
wrote most of the articles, forms a supplement 
to the Bayfield County Press of June 28. Arti­
cles on the Apostle Islands, on Henry M . Rice, 
and on Admiral Henry W. Bayfield are of spe­
cial Minnesota interest. 

Duluth. A centennial edition of the Duluth 
News-Tribune, dated June 29, comprises 160 

pages. Articles about the city's development as 
a railroad, mining, lumbering, and shipping cen­
ter are featured, and its role as an important 
frontier lake port is stressed. 

Janesville, Wisconsin. A permanent record of 
this community 's centennial observance, which 
was marked from June 24 to 26, is a History of 
Janesville, 1856-1956 (72 p.) 

New Prague. The New Prague Times for 
June 28, consisting of 36 pages, contains infor­
mation about a Minnesota Czech settlement 
tha t has retained many old-world characteristics 
during the course ot a century. 

Plainview. In connection with the communi­
ty 's "Centennial Days , " celebrated from June 
29 to July 1, a pamphlet entitled Plainview: 
Plateau of Plenty (96 p.) was published. Signifi­
cant features are lists of pioneer settlers drawn 
from the manuscript population schedules of 
1860, and entries from the diary of Irvin W. 
Rollins, a pioneer who migrated from Vermont 
in 1855. 

Princeton. A short "History ot Princeton'' is 
included in a Princeton Centennial booklet (64 
p.) issued in connection with a community cele­
bration staged from June 1 to 3. 

Proctor. A special edition ot the Proctor Jour­
nal, published on June 28, commemorates the 
fiftieth anniversary of the paper and reviews 
its history. The issue, consisting of 78 pages, is 
noteworthy for articles about and pictures re­
lating to the Duluth, Missabe, and Iron Range 
Railroad, on which the town is located. 

Sf. Cloud. The city's celebration of "Century 
Week," from June 24 to 30, was marked by a 
centennial edition of the St. Cloud Daily Times, 
issued on June 30 and consisting of 116 pages. 
For the same occasion, Gertrude Gove and an 
editorial committee of the Stearns County His­
torical Society compiled and edited a valuable. 
Centennial Souvenir Album, portraying in words 
and pictures "a century ot living in St. Cloud" 
(72 p,). Both publications contain material on 
the city's granite industry, 

Somerset, Wisconsin. This St, Croix Valley 
community, which marked its anniversary from 
June 22 to 24, issued a Triple Centennial Jubi­
lee Souvenir Book for the occasion. The author 
and editor. Father John T. Rivard, presents 
histories of the village, of the township, and of 
St, Anne's Church. 

TO COMMEMORATE the passing ot a cen­
tury since James J. Hill arrived in St. Paul on 
July 21, 1856, the Great Northern Railway, 
which he founded, arranged a "reminiscent ex-
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hibi t" in the First Nat ional Bank of St. Paul . 
Largely by means of pictures, it reviewed the 
career of the Empire Builder, I t s opening was 
a feature of a Railroad D a y celebration staged 
in St, Paul on July 20 to mark the centennial. 
Representat ives of eleven railroads at tended 
ceremonies in the St, Paul Union Depot and a 
luncheon a t which the speaker was 'William T, 
Faricy ot Washington, president of the Ameri­
can Association of Raflroads, Among articles 
published to commemorate the Hill centennial 
was one by Lou Gollop in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press tor July 15, another in the Minneapolis 
Tribune of the same date, and six sketches de­
picting features ot "The Modern Great North­
ern—20th Century Empire Builder" in Modern 
Railroads for May, 

B E Y O N D STATE B O U N D A R I E S 

T H E " S P O R T I N G Expedi t ion" into the Rocky 
Mountains country organized by Sir William 
Drummond Stewart in 1843 is designated the 
"First 'Dude Ranch ' Tr ip to the Untamed 
West" in the February number of American 
Heritage. The author, Alvin M , Josephy, Jr., 
illustrates his account of this frontier hunt ing 
par ty with reproductions, some of which are in 
full color, of paintings made by Alfred J. Miller 
on a similar tr ip with Stewart in 1837. In the 
same issue appear color reproductions in five 
sections of the "Famous Cyclorama of the Great 
Batt le ot At lan ta" — a huge circular painting 
originally executed in Milwaukee and now pre­
served in Atlanta . A descriptive text is pro­
vided by Bruce Cat ton , and an explanation of 
"How the Cyclorama was Pa in ted" is given by 
Wilbur G. Kur tz . T o the August number of 
American Heritage, Stewart Holbrook contrib­
utes a dramatic account of the " t ragedy of the 
Peshtigo forest fire in Wisconsin, during which 
some twelve hundred people lost their lives on 
the evening of October 8, 1871." The author 
notes t ha t "by an incomparable irony of fate, 
this happened also to be the night when" the 
Chicago fire began — an event t ha t "took its 
place among our classic disasters" while the far 
more extensive and deadly Peshtigo fire re­
mained unpublicized. 

N E W S P E C U L A T I O N S on the fate ot La 
Salle's "Griffon" have arisen as a result of the 
finding of the t imbers of a small vessel on Rus­
sefl Island near Tobermory, Ontario. C. H, J, 
Snider reviews the circumstances surrounding 
the loss of the ship and describes the present 
find in Ontario History for the winter of 1956. 
In the Winter, 1955, and Spring, 1956, issues ot 
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Inland Seas Rowley Murphy gives a complete 
description of the Tobermory wreck and com­
pares it with other seventeenth-century French 
ships. In the second par t of his article, Mr . 
Rowley summarizes his reasons for believing 
tha t the Tobermory wreck is the lost "Griffon" 
and he points out tha t its measurements agree 
with the firsthand description of the vessel given 
by Father Hennepin. Also in Inland Seas for the 
spring of 1956 is a note from Frank A. Myers 
describing the efforts ot the Manitoulin His­
torical Society to prove tha t another wreck, 
found on Manitoulin Island, is tha t of the 
"Griffon." 

T H E R O L E O F John A. Macdonald. The Old 
Chieftain in the crisis created by the Riel rebel­
lion is illuminated by Donald Creighton in the 
second volume of his biography of Canada 's 
first prime minister, which deals with Macdon-
ald's career from 1867 to his death in 1891 
(New York, 1956, 630 p.) . The author also 
sheds light on Macdonald's intervention in the 
plans of James J, Hill and Donald Smith to 
establish a railway connection between Winni­
peg and St, Paul in 1878. 

T H E STORY of the Silver Islet mine on the 
Nor th Shore ot Lake Superior, which produced 
silver worth over $3,500,000 during its short 
period of operation, is told by Beryl H. Scott in 
the March issue of the Canadian Geographic 
Journal. Bonanza silver deposits were found on 
the tiny island, twenty-five miles east ot Por t 
Arthur, in 1868, and the mine was worked by 
the Ontario Mineral Lands Company, ot which 
Alexander Sibley, brother of Henry Hastings 
Sibley, was president. Pictures accompanying 
the article show the mine as it looked at the 
peak of its productiveness in the 1870s and as 
it looks today. 

A L E T T E R written by Douglass Houghton in 
1831, describing his "Tr ip to Sault Ste. Mar ie" 
to join Henry R. Schoolcraft's expedition into 
the Minnesota country, has been edited with 
an introduction and notes by Philip P . Mason 
for publication in the December number ot 
Michigan History. The document provides an 
"interesting account of t ravel" by steamboat 
and schooner and in a bark canoe "manned by 
nine singing voyageurs." In the same issue ap­
pear summaries of papers read a t Michigan 
State University on March 26, 1955, to mark 
the centennial ot the publication of Longfel­
low's Song of Hiawatha. Included are items on 
"Indian Legends" by Stith Thompson, on "In­
dian Mythology since 'Hiawatha ' " by Richard 
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M . Dorson, and on "Prehistory and Folklore'" 
by Emerson K, Greenman, 

A N E X C E L L E N T Teachers' Guide to Michi­
gan History, compiled by John Clementz and 
Mary F , Noecker, has been issued by the Michi­
gan Historical Commission (Lansing, 1956. 42 
p.) . Designed for use with F . Clever Bald's his­
tory of Michigan in Four Centuries, reviewed 
in the Spring, 1955, number of this magazine, 
the Guide contains selected bibliographies, lists 
audio-visual aids, and gives practical teaching 
suggestions tha t will be of interest to elementary 
and secondary history instructors everywhere. 

A M I N N E S O T A N who has long been inter­
ested in local history, Mr. Leo Capser of St. 
Paul, deserves much of the credit for establish­
ing the Madeline Island Historical Museum at 
La Pointe, where he has a summer home. Ac­
cording to the Bayfield County Press ot June 
28, it is ' 'made up of several buildings each with 
an exceedingly interesting individual history," 
all skillfully combined and surrounded by a 
stockade. Included are par t of the local Ameri­
can Fur Company trading post, the town jail, 
a log barn, and a "sailor's home," The museum 
is incorporated and is officially associated with 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 

T H E W I N T E R number of the Wisconsin Mag­
azine of History is a "Rededication Issue" de­
voted largely to the past accomplishments and 
future plans of the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin. I t includes also a record of the cere­
monies a t Madison on October 8, 1955, when 
the society rededicated the building which has 
housed its collections since 1900. After sharing 
its quarters with the university library for more 
than half a century, the society now occupies 
the entire building, remodeled during the past 
two years to meet its present needs. 

S T U D E N T S of business history will be inter­
ested in Theodore F . Marburg 's volume en­
titled SmaU Business in Brass Fabricating, re­
cently published by the New York University 
Press (116 p. $5.00.). The author, who is pro­
fessor of economics in Hamline University, pre­
sents a history ot the Smith and Griggs Manu­
facturing Company of Waterbury, Connecticut. 
The business historian may well look upon this 
newly issued work as a type study. 

THE M I N N E S O T A SCENE 

T H E H U D S O N ' S BAY Company's use of "The 
Minnesota Rou te" between Fort Garry and St. 

Paul is the subject of an interesting article by 
Alvin C. Gluek, Jr. , in the spring issue ot the 
Beaver. He shows how, in the 1850s, St. Paul 
displaced York Factory as the result of a 
"start l ing t ransportat ion revolution . . . below 
the 49th parallel" resulting from "an easy inter­
locking of three means of t ransporta t ion: rail­
roads, s teamboats, and the humble Red River 
carts ." Names like J . C. Burbank and Anson 
Nor thup take on a new significance when 
viewed in the light of this "revolution." Another 
aspect of the subject is revealed in a series of 
letters wri t ten by Sir George Simpson to Gov­
ernor Alexander Ramsey in 1858. They have 
been edited for publication, from originals 
owned by the Minnesota Historical Society, by 
Grace Lee Nute . The letters indicate tha t when 
the Minnesota route was opened, officers of the 
Hudson's Bay Company "decided it would be 
advantageous to establish a bank a t St. Paul," 
but what happened to the project is not known. 

A S K E T C H of Henry Hastings Sibley and a 
list of his children appear in the summer issue 
of the Research Magazine of the Detroit So­
ciety for Genealogical Research, These items 
about a prominent Minnesota pioneer are in­
cluded in a study, by Beulah Puffer Kreage, 
dealing with the "Ancestors and Descendants 
ot Solomon Sibley of Detroit , Michigan," who 
was Henry's father. In this detailed genealogi­
cal compilation, installments of which have 
been appearing in the Research Magazine since 
the fall of 1955, Mrs . Kreage shows tha t Min­
nesota's first s ta te governor represented the 
seventh generation of the Sibley family in 
America. 

A B I O G R A P H I C A L sketch of Clarence Luther 
Herrick, Pioneer Naturalist, Teacher, and Psy-
chobiologist, by his brother, Charles Judson 
Herrick, has been published by the American 
Philosophical Society as volume 45, par t 1 of 
its Transactions (Philadelphia, 1955. 85 p.). 
Both brothers were born in Minneapolis, where 
their father settled in 1858, and both received 
their early training in the frontier community. 
Included in the narrat ive is an interesting rec­
ord of family life there, and ot Clarence Her-
rick's experiences as a s tudent in the pioneer 
University of Minnesota and as N . H . Winchell's 
assistant on the Minnesota Geological and Nat­
ural History Survey. In a chapter entitled 
"The Making of a Natural is t ," the writer in­
cludes a record ot the Young Natural is ts ' Society, 
organized in 1875 by seven boys at tending the 
Minneapolis High School. I n addit ion to Her­
rick, its membership included Thomas S. Rob-
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erts, later famed as an ornithologist. Herrick's 
activities as a member of this group and his 
work a t the university and with the geological 
survey the author describes as an "apprentice­
ship" tor a distinguished career. 

T H E C A R E E R of Austin Dowling as second 
archbishop ot St. Paul after 1919 is reviewed by 
Marvin R. O'Connell in a master 's thesis which 
has been issued in mimeographed form under 
the title The Dowling Decade in Saint Paul 
(1955. 131 p.) . The work reveals the arch­
bishop as an efficient administrator, a popular 
orator, and an educator, and indicates t ha t his 
efforts were largely directed toward encouraging 
the assimilation of Catholic immigrant groups 
into American lite. 

T H E J U N E number ot the Scriptorium, a pub­
lication of St. John's Abbey a t Collegeville, is 
devoted to biographical sketches ot the 241 
"monks who a t one time were members of St. 
John's Abbey and died as members ot the Order 
of St. Benedict." I n an introduction, Fa ther 
Titus Thole, who prepared the compilation, 
notes tha t the monks ' names are arranged "ac­
cording to the dates of their profession," but full 
alphabetical indexes make it possible to locate 
individual sketches with ease. 

T H E R O L E ot Arthur and Marian Le Sueur 
in the early history of the Nonpart isan League 
and the Farmer-Labor par ty is recalled by their 
daughter, Meridel Le Sueur, in a little book to 
which she gives the appropriate title Crusaders 
(New York, 1955. 94 p.) . Published shortly 
after her mother 's death in 1954, the narrat ive 
provides some biographical information about 
two leaders of Minnesota 's more recent third-
par ty movements . The text is, however, more 
literary than factual, and it is sometimes difficult 
to pin down the sequence of events described. 

SOME T E S T S made a t the Mayo Clinic in 
1942 by Charles A. Lindbergh are the subject 
of a feature article by Victor Cohn in the Min­
neapolis Tribune for July 1. The author bases 
his account in par t on the famous aviator 's 
foreword to a newly published Handbook of 
Respiratory Physiology, issued by the Air Force, 
and on his notes and those of the clinic. The 
Handbook was edited by the late Dr. Walter 
M. Boothby, an author i ty on aviation medicine, 
under whose direction General Lindbergh made 
the tests in a chamber simulating high alti tude 
conditions. I n September, 1942, when he "be­
gan a series of 10 mock parachute jumps," little 
was known about "high-altitude's greatest dan­

ge r— lack of oxygen." Because he "believed 
pilots could train themselves to detect its ad­
vance signs," General Lindbergh volunteered to 
make the tests. 

I N T H E April issue of the Minnesota Archae­
ologist, I rving H. H a r t recounts his adventures 
as "An Amateur Archaeologist in Northern Min­
nesota" largely in the 1920s. How he located 
the site of the Nor th West Company post on 
Sandy Lake, traced the route of the old Savan­
na Portage, and excavated sites long since occu­
pied by Indians and white traders are explained 
by the author, who in 1926, 1927, and 1928 
published accounts of these rewarding activities 
in Minnesota History. A valuable feature of the 
present publication is a map ot the Big Sandy 
Lake area in which the sites are located. 

T H E E N T E R T A I N I N G collection of 101 Best 
Stories of Minnesota, written by Merle Potter 
and first published in 1931, has been reprinted 
by Schmitt Publications (Minneapolis, 1956. 
305 p . $3.95.). With a new foreword, this read­
able potpourri of anecdotes, sidelights on emi­
nent men, and interesting events in Minnesota 
history is once more available. Included, for ex­
ample, are accounts of how Joe Rolette saved 
the capital for St, Paul, of the milling explosion 
of 1878, ot Joseph R, Brown's invention ot a 
steam wagon, and of the Northfield robbery, 

M I N N E S O T A ' S "Wild Rice Harves t" is the 
subject of an illustrated article by Dan Brogan in 
the June number of Frontiers, the monthly mag­
azine of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural 
Sciences, The author contrasts past and present 
harvesting methods, explains state regulations 
governing the harvest, touches on its importance 
to the Chippewa economy, and gives informa­
tion on marketing practices. 

E A R L Y stagecoach travel on the military road 
from St. Paul to Duluth is described by Frederic 
Brandes in a series of articles appearing in is­
sues of the Askov American from July 5 to 26. 
Mr . Brandes tefls of the building ot the road, 
the inns along its route, the hardships of travel, 
the stagecoaches and their drivers, and the final 
passing of stagecoach travel with the coming ot 
the raflroad. 

A B U I L D I N G in Fairmont formerly used as a 
parish school has been presented to the Mart in 
County Historical Society for use as a museum. 
The donors are Dr. R. C. Hunt and Dr. William 
Hun t and members of their famflies. A recent 
publication ot the Mart in County society is a 
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booklet entitled Minutes of a Century (78 p.) 
which includes historical sketches of Manyaska , 
Jay , Lake Belt, Lake Fremont , and Sherburn 
townships. 

TO M A R K the site of the Forest City stockade, 
built by local settlers for defense against the 
Sioux during the uprising of 1862, the Meeker 
County Historical Society has erected an elab­
orate monument . A brief history of the stockade, 
prepared by P . J . Casey, is included in the 
printed program issued in connection with the 
dedication ceremony on June 16. 

T H E F I F T Y - S E V E N T H anniversary of the 
Clyde Iron Works of Dulu th is the occasion for 
the publication of an article on its history in the 
Duluth News-Tribune for March 11. The au­
thor, Jim Myhers , notes tha t its products have 
been used in constructing some of the largest 
buildings in the United States as well as in 
seventy-three foreign countries. 

TO H E L P it "assemble a collection of contem­
porary photographs of St. Louis County which 
will serve as documentary history," the St. 
Louis County Historical Society is sponsoring a 
photographic contest. Eight cash prizes, totaling 
two hundred dollars, wifl be awarded to those 
whose pictures are selected by a special jury. 
The contest wifl be followed by an exhibition 
to be held in the society's museum from Novem­
ber 4 to 30. 

A T Y P I C A L rural school of the 1870s has been 
removed to the fairgrounds a t Waseca, where 
it wifl be preserved under the auspices ot the 
Waseca County Historical Society. The original 
benches, desks, blackboards, and the like have 
been kept in the early .structure. 

N E W S OF THE S O C I E T Y 

T H E F O U R T H annual Teachers' Ins t i tu te in 
Minnesota History, which will have for its 
theme "Explorers and Voyageurs," wifl be held 
in the Historical Building under the society's 
auspices on October 11. Dean Theodore C. Ble­
gen of the graduate school in the University of 
Minnesota will speak, taking as his subject "On 
the Trail of the Explorers," and Dean Melva 
Lind of Gustavus Adolphus College will sing 
a group of voyageur songs. 

F R O M T H E estate of the late Mrs . L, N , Scott 
of St, Paul, the society has received an exten­
sive and valuable theatrical collection, covering 

roughly the period from the 1880s to 1939, I t 
reflects the long careers as theatrical managers 
in St, Paul and Minneapolis of Mrs . Scott 
and her husband, Louis N . Scott, who became 
identified with the amusement business shortly 
after arriving in St. Paul in 1875. Included are 
twenty-eight scrapbooks for the years from 1892 
to 1937, sixty-two bound volumes of programs 
covering the period from 1883 to 1937, and 
unique files of two Minnesota periodicals — The 
Twin City Amusement Bulletin for 1891-92, 
and The Critic: A Journal of Amusement for 
1897-98. With the gift also were received thirty 
volumes of manuscript records of the Scotts' 
theaters, including minutes, articles of incorpo­
ration, ledgers, journals, accounts, and similar 
items for the years from 1889 to 1939. 

A H U N D R E D items from the papers of Wfl­
liam A. Van Slyke, St. Paul businessman and civic 
leader, have been presented by his daughter-in-
law, Mrs . Charles A. Van Slyke of St. Paul. 
Among the manuscripts, which date from 1860 
to 1904, are items relating to the St. Paul winter 
carnivals of 1886 and 1888, to Van Slyke's Civfl 
War service, and to the celebration tha t marked 
the completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad 
in 1883. Printed items received with the coflec­
tion include a rare Illustrated Catalogue and 
Price List of Painter's Fire Works (1886). 

T H E O N L Y K N O W N file ot the first eleven 
volumes of the Mississippi Valley Lumberman 
and Manufacturer has been placed on perma­
nent loan with the society by the magazine's 
publication office in Minneapolis. I t extends 
from the first issue, dated August 17, 1876, 
through the year 1886. 

A M O N G recent articles by staff members to 
appear in print are accounts of " T h e Papers of 
Jonathan Carver" by Mr . Fridley and of "The 
Writings ot Fa ther Hennepin" by Mr . Cutler, 
in the Proceedings ot the Minnesota Academy 
of Science tor 1955. Both appear under the gen­
eral heading "An Evaluat ion of Documents Use­
ful to the Ethnohistorian." Mr . Fridley also is 
the author ot the introduction to a new edition 
of J . G. Kohl's Kitchi-Gami: Wanderings Round 
Lake Superior, recently issued under the imprint 
of Ross and Haines, Inc. (Minneapolis, 1956). 
A condensed version ot Mrs . Holmquist 's article 
on the Republican national convention of 1892, 
which appeared in the June issue of this maga­
zine, is presented in the Minneapolis Star for 
.August 7, and a pictorial version ot the same 
narrat ive appears in the Picture Magazine of 
the Minneapolis Tribune for July 22. 
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