














INDIANS PAST AND PRESENT
A PERCEPTIVE and revealing examination of
some conflicting “Myths That Hide the Amer-
iean Indian®™ is contributed by Oliver La Farge
to the October number of American Heritage.
The concept of the Indian as a noble savage
and a child of nature is explored by the author,
who shows that there were many variations
among American Indian tribes and pomts out
that it s unlikely any Indian ever exactly fitted
these stercotypes. Twelve pages of impressive
color llustrations accompany the article, and a
uscful map shows the distribution of tribes in
North America about 1650. Of interest, too. is
the appearance of a paper-back anthology of
selections from recent issues of the same maga-
zine entitled The American. Heritage Reader
(New York. 1936. 253 p.).

A NUMBER OF articles on various phases of
Chippewa life have appeared recently. ‘Persist-
ence in Chippewa Cuiture an¢l Personality™ is
discussed by Ernestine Friedl in the October
number of the Americin Anthropologist. The
writer points out that ymembers of this tribe
have learned “to expect contimually chang-
ing circumstances” and that “such an expecta-
tion . . hax existed throughout Chippewa his-
tory.” She concludes that an underlying lack
of security has been a dominant factor in the
development of many personality traits that
have persisted among these Indians over the
years.

The gencrally accepted theory, first put for-
ward by Professor Albert E. Jenks m 1900, that
the wild rice area had a high aboriginal popu-
lation density is challenged by H. Clyde Wilson
in "A New Interpretation of the Wild Rice Dis-
trict of Wisconsin,” which appears in the De-
cember issue of the same magazine. The writer
agrees that the Santee Sioux, the Chippewa, and
some other tribes were rice gatherers, but he
suggests that, in part, the population concen-
tration found in the wild rice arca by early
French explorers was the result of pressure from
the Iroquois and an attraction to the trading
area of the French.

The short-lived culture of the Pembina band
is deseribed at length by Harold Hickerson in
“The Genesis of a Trading Post Band: The
Pembina Chippewa™ in the fall issue of Ethno-
history. The author notes that fur traders” ac-
counts pluace the date of Chippewa scttlement
near Pembina abont 1800, but that the decline
of the fur trade in the arca soon destroyed the
cultore of this band. The article is thoroughly
documented, and an cxtensive bibliography s
appended.
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The July number of the Minnesota Archae-
ologist contains an cxtended discussion of “Some
Uses of Bone, Horn, Claws, and Teeth by Min-
nesota Ojibwa Indians™ by Fred K. Blessing.
TMustrations accompanying the article confirm
the author’s contention that the design of such
objects was, in the historic period at least,
largely functional rather than decorative. Most
of the items pictured are from the anthor's per-
sonal collection.

Joseph B. Casagrande tells the story of “John
Mink, Opbwa Informant.” in the December,
1955, issue of the Wisconsin Archaeologist.
Mink, who died in the 1940s on the Lac Court
Oreilles reservation in Wisconsin, contributed a
vast amount of information on Chippewa cus-
toms, especially on the ceremonies of the Mide-
wiwin, or Grand Medicine Society. Many of his
remedies and feats of magic are described by the

author. F.S.C.

THE TEXTS of some “Examples of American
Indian Songs,” translated hy Frances Densmore,
appear in the summer issue of Perspectives
US4 . Included are a few Teton Sioux, Mandan,
and Hidatsa. and numerons Chippewa Mide
songs. A note on “The Indian’s Belief in the
Friendliness of Nature” by Miss Densmore and
a poct’s appreciation of her work by Kenneth
Rexyoth appear in the same issue.

MINNESOTA’S Brown’s Valley Man need no
longer e considercd an isolated archaeological
find, in tlie opinion of Dr. Louis Powell of the
St. Paul Science Museum. In “Browns Valley
and Milnesand Similarities,” a short article jn
the January issue of American Antiquity, Dr.
Powell compares projectile points found in con-
nection with the Brown’s Valley skeleton with
those discovered at the Milnesand site in New
Mexico and suggests that both sets of points
“stem from a similar tradition if they are not
indeed identical.” This conclusion is based pr-
marily upon results obtained through the use of
the new technique of “point profiles” developed
by Dr. Powell and his associates. F.S.C.

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

A JOURNEY to the Vermilion Lake region of
Minnesota in 1886 was the “first important
scientific collecting trip into a wilderness region”
made by the famous horticulturist and hotanist,
Liberty Hyde Buailey, according to a recently
published biography by Philip Dor{ (Cornell
University Press, 1956. 259 p.). I addition to
the brief account of Bailey's Minnesota visit,
the book includes much anecdotal material
about the colorful botanist, who died in 1954.
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IN ‘NORTHERN Minnesota o “new empire” is
“being carved out of an old frontier.” writes C.
B. Palmer in an article entitled “Into the Wil-
derness: The Taconite Trail” in the November
11 issue of the New York Times Magazine. The
author deseribes life in the new towns of Bab-
bitt and Silver Bay and outlines some of the
changes that taconite has made in the economy
of the area. The Reserve Mining Company's
plant on the north shore of Lake Superior and
the company-built towns of Babbitt and Silver
Bay are shown in accompanying llustrations.

GEORGE and Allen Rossman of the Grend
Rapids Herald-Review have continued the tradi-
tion established by their late father, L. A. Ross-
man. whose custom it was to write and print
pamphlets on northern Minnesota for distribu-
tion at Christinas. The Rossmans' 1856 bhooklet
deals with The Chippewa National Forest (24
p.). It contains a historical sketch of the forest
region, a map of the area, and comprehensive
descriptions of its present facilities and the game
and fish found there.

SOME OF Minnesota's scenic attractions and
manufacturing companies are described and pic-
tured by Juse Olguin in a series of articles on
“Minnesota y Sus Dos Ciudades Gemelas,” ap-
pearing in the October 4 issue of Todo, a Mex-
ican picture magazine. The author tells of his
visit to the state in 1956 and devotes a mumbher
of pages to his impressions of Minneapolis and
St. Paul, giving special attention to such com-
panies as Minneapolis Honeywell, Maico, and
D. W. Onan and Sons, Ine.. which have close
vommiercial relations with Mexico.

THE VARIED EXPERIENCES of an Episco-
palian clergyman’s family in southern DMinne-
sota and South Dakota are deseribed by Phyllis
Stark. wife of Bishop Leland Stark of Newark,
New Jersey, in I Chose a Parson (Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1956. 240 p.). VMrs. Stark tells
of her college days a1 Gustavus Adolpbus mn
St. Peter, where she met her future hushand,
and gives readers an entertaining glimpse into
her life as a pastor's wife at New Ulm, Stil}-
water, and Sioux Falls.

THE RICH historical background ot “Front-
enace on Lake Pepin™ is traced by Grace Lee
Nute in the Minnesota Naturalist for March,
1956. After calling attention to deseriptions of
the Lake Pepin region in the writings of Father
Louis Hennepin. Joseph N. Nicollet, and others,
the author gives special attention to the scttle-
ment of the region, to lhe founding of West-
ervelt — later to be renamed Frontenac — and
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to the arrival there of the Garrard family in
the 1850s. The homes built by this family, and
some of the well-known people who patronized
the little town's famous St. Hubert's Lodge are
also mentioned. The same issue of the magazine
contains an article on a proposed “Frontenac
State Park” by Albert M. Marshall. A useful
map, showing the many historic sites in the
area, s included.

DISCOVERY OF the initials of a Minnesotan
carved on a tree near Warrenton, North Caro-
lina, during the Civil War sel off a search re-
cently for information on the carver., William
M. Davis of the Fourth Minnesota Volunteers.
Raymond Crippen tells the interesting story of
the search and gives information on Davis, a pi-
onecer Murray County farmer, in the issue of
the Worthingtor Duaily Globe for September 19.

HIGH LIGHTS in the sixty years of Brown
Bigelow's Life Since 1896 are recorded in an
illustrated pamphlet rvecently published by the
St. Paul firm (1956. 35 p.). Colorful bisgraphies
of the company’s founder, Herbert H. Bigelow,
his silent partner, Hiram ). Brown. and the
firm’s present. head, Charvles A. Ward, appear,
along with information on the organization’s
rapid growth and its achievements in the spe-
clalty advertising field. Of particular interest
are illustrations of some of the company's prod-
ucts, showing representative art work and type
faces used since 1896.

UNDER THE TITLE “Significant Memorial to
"The Last Man,”” a statue of Albert Woolson
of Duluth, recently crected on the Gettyvsburg
battlefield, is deseribed i the fall number of
the Lincoln Herald, published by Lincoln Mem-
orial University at Harrogate, Tennessec. The
work of sculptor Avard Fairbanks. the statue
honoring Woolson was unveiled on September
12, 1956.

A SHORT HISTORY of the founding and
early days of Breckenridge by Chel Gewalt
appears in the September 13 issue of the Gazette-
Telegram. published at Breckenridge. Mr. Ge-
walt cites various sources to show that the town
was surveyed and platted in 1857 by a company
of townsite speculators headed by George Brott
and E. D. Mortimer of St. Paul.

IN "The Town That Vauished.” Matt Saari
tells the story of the decline of Beaver and
Whitewater Talls, in the roto section of the
Minneapolis Tribune of October 14. The disap-
pearance of the thriving farms and villages that
extsted in the Whitewater River Valley fifty
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vears ago, says Saari, is dramatic evidence of the
far-reaching social consequences of soil erosion
caused by improper farming methods. Accom-
panying illustrations contrast the neat farms
and the village of Beaver fifty years ago with
the bleak wilderness on their sites today. Six
paintings from the George Catlin collection m
the American Museum of Natural History, ex-
hibited recently at the Kennedy Galleries in
New York City, are reproduced in the same is-
sue. The paintings include a view of the Falls of
St. Anthony done by Catlin in 1885 on his first
trip to Minncsota.

A BOOKLET Introducing Good Thunder's
New Medical Center, published recently by
Good Thunder Area Developments, Inc., con-
tains information on the building of the town's
medical center in 1956, anecdotes about Good
Thunder, the Sioux chief for whom the village
in Blue Earth County was named, and the
texts of letters from Henry H. Sibley and
Bishop Henry Whipple attesting to Chief Good
Thunder's character (24 p.).

THE Cook County Historical Society observed
the centennial of the establishment of post of-
fices at Grand Portage and Grand Marais by
sponsoring a dinner and exhibit on November
10 at the Grand Marais high school. Included
in the display were stamp collections, portraits
of postmasters, and photographs of some of the
dog sleds, steamers, and stagecoaches that have
been used to carry mail in the area.

TIHHE RESTORATION by the local Grange
chapter of “Hilltop Church of Mantorville™ for
use &s a museurn by the Dodge County Histor-
ical Socicty is reviewed in the Minneapolis
Star of November 22. Included is a brief ac-
count of the construction of the church in 1869
as a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Ruth.
The building is described and pictured. and
some informaticnr on the county society's col-
lections 1s presented.

IN ITS ISSUE for December 19 the Duaily
Journal, published at International Falls, calls
attention to the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of Koochiching County. In an article
entitled “Founded by Proclamation December
19, 1906,” based partly upon the recollections
of Frank 8. Lang, first Koochiching County reg-
ister of deeds. the events connected with the
forroation of the county are deseribed. The
pames of early county officers arc given.

THE Mcleod County Historieal Socicty re-
cently purchased the home of Mrs. Addie Christ-
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Jieb of Hutchinson for use as a museum. The
group plans to remodel the building to house its
collections.

THE Olmsted County Historical Society has ae-
quired the building of the Bethel English
Lutheran Church at Rochester for use as a mu-
seum. Olmsted County commissioners have
voted to appropriale twenty thousand dollars
as a down payment on the building, which is
to be a memorial to veterans of the county.
The society's new quarters are to be vacated
abont July 1, and the group will move in as
soon as the necessary remodeling can be done.
The building will give the county society ex-
panded quarters and a musevm advantageously
located in the cenler of Rochester.

ABOUT 4 hundred persons took part in a tour
of the upper Minnesota River Valley sponsored
by the Yellow Medicine County Historical
Society on September 29. The tourists visited
many spots associated with the Sioux Quthreak
of 1862.

BEYOND STATE BOUNDARIES

AN INTERESTING and thorough biography
of a distinguished Iowan, entitled William Boyd
Allison: A Study in Practical Politics, by Leland
L. Sage has been published by the State Histor-
ical Society of Towa (1956. 401 p.). Allison of
Dubuque represented his state in Congress
longer than any other lowan — from 1863 to
1871 in the House and from 1873 to 1908 in
the Senate. During that time, he exerted a
powerful influence on national politics. Of special
interest to Minnesotans is the valuable material
included in this volumce on Wiliiam Windom.
Professor Sage touches on Windomw’s role in the
Republcan party during the post-Civil War era,
first as a senator from Minnesota and later as
secretary of the treasury under Presidents Gar-
field and Harrison. R.W.F.

A GROWING RECOGNITION of the role of
the photographer as historian has been evident
in recent years. Indicative of the trend is a small
volume, entitled Frontier Photographer: Stan-
ley J. Morrow's Ddakota Yeurs by Wesley R.
Hurt and Wilbam E. Lass, issued under the
joint imprint of the University of South Dakota
and the University of Nebraska Press (1956.
135 p.). The authors have made extensive use
of quotations fromi newspaper accounts and
Morrow's own writings Lo tell the story of his
photographic travels to the forts and Indian
agencies along the Missouri River from Yank-
ton to Helena during the years from 1869 to
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1881. The book contains more than a hundred
examples of Marrow's work from the University
of South Dakota’s collection of stercascopic
slides, including many fine portraits of Plains
Indians and a few revealing pictures of their
way of life. Chapter 2 on “Pioneer Photog-
raphy™ goes into somce detail on the methods
used by early photographers like Morrow, who
got his training under Mathew Brady during
the Civil War. Althovgh the offset reprodue-
tions are not always ax eleay as one might wixh.
the authors have achieved their goal of bring-
ing together characteristic scenes that rveveal
“the struggles of pioneer life in Dakota Ter-
ritory as words alone could never do.” E.ID.B,

ALTHOUGH the Socialist party existed in
North Dakota for only a comparatively short
tune in the early years of the twentieth cen-
tury, its influence was far-reaching, declaves
Jackson Putnam, writing under the title “The
Role of NDSP in North Dakota History,” in
the fall number of the North Dakota Quarterly.
The author maintains that the Socialists were
effective in paving the way for the success of
the Nonpartisan League. which swept into
power in North Dakota in the 1920s. Avthur C.
Townley, founder of the lcague, and other North
Dakota politicians, says Mr. Putnam. received
their political training in the Socialist party.

A PENETRATING STUDY of the Russian
Mennonite colonies of Manitohs. is presented by
E. K. Prancis in a recently published volume en-
titled In Search of Utopia (Glencoe, Illinois,
1955, 204 p.). Tracing the history of these
people from their immigration to Canada in
the 1870s through World War TI. the author
deseribes the colonies’ efforts to retain their
traditions in the face of changing conditions.
The book contains numerous eharts, maps, and
tables and is packed with detailed, docimented
information on the Manitoba group’s stitu-
tions, co-operative and communal way of life,
customs, social organization, and farming meth-
ods. Also included is a discussion of the causes
of Mennonite emigration, duta on the group’s
negotiations with the United States and Canada,
information on the immigrants’ route through
Minnesota to the Manitoba lands set aside for
them, and details of the Mennonites’ agreement
with the Canadian government and the subse-
quent conflict over it. Considerable space is de-
voted also to the attitudes of other Manitoba
residents toward the Mennonites.

A PORTION of an address by Professor Roy

Drier of the Michigan College of Mining and
Technology on “Prehistoric Copper Mining in
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the Lake Superior District”™ appears in the
October 27 number of Skillings” Mining Re-
vicw. o it, the author outlines briefly the story
of copper on Isle Rovale and the Keweenaw
Peninzula of Michizan, calling attention to the
mining acthivities of Alexander Henry and Douvg-
lass Houghton. He is primarily concerned, how-
ever, with the unknown prehistoric mivers of
the rvegion. whose pits are hebeved to be at
least three thousand years old. He desertbes and
pictures the tools used by these ancient people.
and he discusses the mining techniques they om-
ployed. Professor Dricr reports that an esti-
mated million or more pounds of copper were
removed by thuese carly miners in a cubic mile of
excavation.

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

THE 1957 annnal meeting of the society will
be held on May 24 and 25. The role of the
newspaper in the history of Minnesota will be
discussed by Ralph Keller, munager of the
Minnesota, Editorial Association. at a dinner
meeting on the evening of May 24, An mstitote
for members of county historical sovieties will
again be a feature of the annual meeting pro-
gram. The first session of the institute will be
devoted to a discussion of the preservation and
marking of historie sites. the sceond, to plans
for the statehood centennial celebration in 1958,
Further informiation on the details of the meet-
ing will be sent to members of the society in the
near future.

CARL W. JONES of Minneapolis, president of
the society from 195F to 1956, died at his home
on January 3 after a Inng illnes<. In an editorial
commienting on his death, the Minneapolis Star
of January 7 recalled that he often said. “His-
tory writes the future.” The editor remarked
that Tt would he well if the future provides
more mdividuals of the fine type of Mr. Jones.”
Dining his term of office, Mr. Jones undertook
the much-needed task of raising funds to enable
the society to catalogue and make available its
large picture collection. That project, when com-
pleted. will stand as a permanent memorial to
lis foresight and judgment. His lovalty. enthus-
tasm, and intelligent leaderstip in the cause of
history will be sorcly missed.

THE THREE-YEAR project launched by Mr.
Jones to organize and catalogue the backlog of
pictorial material in the soctety’s colleetions
got off Lo & successtul start in 1956, The project
has as its goal the raising of eighteen thousand
dollars to be used over a three-year period to
hire two catalogners for the pieture department.
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Although thix goal was not attained during the
first vear, sutficient funds were obtained to be-
ein work. In all, twenly-five thousand items.
largely photographs, were reviewed by the end
of the year. Almost half of these pictures were
retuined and catalogned to enrieh Lhe society’s
permanent collection.

THE TEXT of Judge Guomar Nordbye's deci-
sion of October 8 i United States District
Court at Minneapolis in the suit to quiet title to
Captain William  Clark’s fiekl notex may  be
found in the winter issue of Manuseripts, An -
troductory xtatement provides backgronmd in-
formation on the cace. and explains that “only
the procedural matters™ have been deleted from
the published version of Judge Nordbye's opin-

iUl).

THE SPRING dioner meeting of the Upper
Midwest History Conference will be held at the
Historical Building on April 27. The Very Rev-
crend Janes P. Shannon, president of the Col-
lege of St. Thomas, will deliver a paper hased
on his fortheoming book dealing with Catholic
colonization on the western frontier.

THE SOCIETY'S Women's Organization wil}
sponsor a lecture by Professor Wiliam Anderson
of the department of polltlfal seience in the
University of Minnesota in the Weyverhacuser
Room on April 8 at 8:15 var. Professor Ander-
son’s subject will be “Minnesota Frames a Con-
stitution.” Memkers and friends of the society
ave cordially invited to attend.

MATERIALS trom the <ociety's collections
and its latest book received attention in recent
pictorial articles in Twin Cities newspapers. A
number of the illustrations used in the reprint
edition of William W. Folwell's History of Min-
nesotu appt‘nul with appropriate comment mn
the St. Paul Pioneer Press of Japuary 6 under
the title "New Look at Folwell's History.”
Photographs from the current exbhibit on “The
Story of the State Capitol™ were the basis for
an article in the Picture Muagazine of the M-
neapolis Tribune on Junuary 13, and eight early
Valentines from the society’s large collection
were reproduced i color jn the issue of the
same paper for February 10 to dustrate “Dif-
ferent Wavs of Saving ‘Be My Valentine.”

THE SOCIETY recently made a number af un-
nsnal additions to its rare book collection.
Among them is an edition of Hennepin's Nou-
veay voyayge (Utrecht, 1698) with handsome
hand-colored plates. and the second volunie of
Garailaso de Ta Vega's Ihstoire des Yieas rois

248

di Peroy, published at Amsterdam in 1787,
whjch containg a little known version of Hen-
nepin’s Découverte d'un pays. A newly acquired
French edition of Jonathan Carver's Travels,
published at Tours in 1850 under the title
dventures de Carver chez les sauvages, gives
the society nincleen of the thirty-nine known
editions of this important work. The rare book
collection was also enriched by the acquisition
of a first edition of Fredevic Baraga's Dictionary
of the Otchipue Lunguage Explomed in English,
published at Ciucinnati in 1858, and by two
unigue items —the only known extaut copy of
J. Buxton Murray's New Guide for Emigronts
to the Western States of North America (Glas-
aow, 1848), and the only known perfect copy of
The Frar West: A Sketeh of Hlinois und Other
States in the Valley of the Mississippt (Bolton-
Le-Moors, England, 1842).

ABOUT A hundred manuscripts documenting
the history of the Carpenter. Griswold, and
Welles families from 1691 to the present have
heen preseuted to the society by Mrs. Elbert L.
Carpenter. Lawrence W., and Leonard G. Car-
penter of Minneapolis. The papers cousist of
correspondence, notes, deeds, agreements, prop-
erty inventories. and miscellancous items con-
tatning historical and genealogical data on the
three families and on the allied Harris and Pils-
bury lines.

MR. DUNN has gtven to the society a copy-
hook kept hy John A. Johnson of Marme, con-
taining letters written by him m 1901 as a
European representative of the Minneapolis, St.
Paul and Sault Ste. Mariec Railway Company.
The letters provide information on the distri-
bution to ticket agents in England. Novway,
Sweden, and Denmark of Soo Line folders de-
scribing the cuuntry scrved by the road, ar-
rangements on behalf of the Soo with European
ticket agents. and suggestions for promotional
activities to attract immigrants to North Da-
kota. Most of the letters were writlen to offi-
cials of the railroad, to members of Johnson's
farily, and to newspapers in the Twin Cities.

AN ACCOUNT of the life of her father, the
Reverend Henry Whipple St. Claiy, has Dheen
presented to the soclety by Mrs. Max Eller of
Mmneapolis. Mrs. Eller writes of her father's
French and Sioux ancestry, his childhood near
Faribault, his education at Shattuck School. hiz
traiming for the Episcopal ministry. his service
at churches in Minnesota and South Dakota.
and the personal and religious associations of
the St. Clair family with Bishnp Henry B.
Whipple.
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