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IN JULY, 1857, a twenty-one-year-old tin
smith named Lucius F. Hubbard took a 
printing press from Chicago to the fron
tier community of Red Wing, Minnesota. 
Twenty-five years later he was elected Min
nesota's ninth governor. Not the least of 
the accomplishments which led the young 
artisan to the governor's mansion was his 
Civil War record. Then, as now, being a 
war hero was not a political handicap in 
America.'^ 

Hubbard, who was born in 1836 at Troy, 
New York, was brought up by his Aunt 
Mary Hubbard in Chester, Vermont. From 
1862 to 1865, during his service in the Civfl 
War, he wrote to her about once a month. 
Virtually afl the letters have been pre
served, and they were recently presented 
to the Minnesota Historical Society by 
Mrs. Marie Warnson of Red Wing. They 
were discovered there in 1945 among the 
possessions of Mrs. Warnson's mother-in-

' For a sketch of Hubbard, see Dumas Malone, ed., 
Dictionary of American Biography, 9:330 ((New York, 
1932). 

- The collection consists ot thirty-five letters, written 
by Hubbard to his aunt, between April 1, 1862, and 
January 8, 1866, and three letters from Hubbard's 
mother, Margaret Ann Valkenburg Hubbard, to Mary 
Hubbard in the 1840s. 

law, the late Mrs. Gustava Charlotte Snail 
Warnson. How the letters got from Chester 
to Red Wing, and how they came into the 
hands of the elder Mrs. Warnson are un
known.-

Although these documents were only re
cently brought to light, it is probable that 
Hubbard had them at hand when he wrote 
of his regiment for a volume on Minnesota 
in the Civil and Indian Wars (1890). They 
contain little new information, but they 
are of interest as a record of the spontane
ous reactions of an intelligent, extremely 
articulate Union officer. One of them, 
penned in the closing days of the war, con
tains a moving description of the soldiers' 
reaction to Lee's surrender and the death 
of President Lincoln. Clearly and candidly 
written, the letters are valuable, too, for 
the insight they provide into Hubbard's 
youthful personality and ambitions. They 
reveal him to have been a conscientious 
and efficient young officer, who displayed 
great pride in his regiment and a strong 
affection for his men. In them, one can 
observe the bond that three years of war 
created between Hubbard and his com-
panions-in-arms, a bond that was later to 
make itself felt in postwar Minnesota poli-
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tics in the form of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

ON SEPTEMBER 4, 1857, Hubbard had 
founded the Red Wing Republican, prede
cessor of a newspaper stifl published there, 
the Daily Republican Eagle. When Presi
dent Lincoln called for volunteers, the 
young editor-publisher settled his affairs 
and enlisted on December 19, 1861, as a 
private in Company A of the Fifth Minne
sota Volunteer Infantry. "I had felt ever 
since the war broke out," he wrote his 
aunt from Fort Snelling on Aprfl 1, 1862, 
"that I ought to have some hand in it, and 
that it would be a slur upon me all my life 
if the occasion was allowed to pass with
out an offer of my services in some capacity 
unmistakably patriotic to the cause." 

He assured his aunt: "I have done rea
sonably wefl for the time I have been in 
the service (less than four months)." He 
had indeed done well, for on February 5 he 
had been elected captain of his company, 
and by March 24, about three months after 
his enlistment, he was a lieutenant colonel 
at the age of twenty-six. "It seems to be my 
inevitable fate," he continued, "that what
ever I engage in I am bound to get my 
hands full of business. . . [I] was placed 
in command of the entire regiment without 
having previously acquired the least knowl
edge of even the first principles of the pro
fession." 

By May, 1862, the Fifth Minnesota was 
ready to go to work. Except for three com
panies, which were detached to guard the 
frontier in western Minnesota, the regiment 
moved to Hamburg Landing, Tennessee, on 
the Tennessee River just north of the Mis
sissippi state line. The battle of Shfloh had 
been fought near by the month before. 

Late in May the Fifth Minnesota took 
part in the brief fighting that preceded thc 
fall of Corinth, Mississippi. Hubbard wrote 
his aunt on June 1 that he had been "struck 
by a ball in the abdomen but it was an 
angling shot and effected only a bruise 
which was slight." He reported that his 

regiment "had a hot time. Though in the 
published reports of our occupation of the 
place it may appear that there was little 
or no fighting," he assured his aunt "that 
our brigade and particularly our regiment 
had a hard fight. We engaged and repulsed 
about 3000 rebels and was exposed to a 
terrific fire of Artiflery for the greater part 
of two days." Hubbard admitted that the 
regiment's losses were, however, "compara
tively small as our position being under the 
brow of a hfll protected us from the fire of 
the enemy." 

FROM HUBBARD'S first engagement in 
Tennessee to his last campaign in Alabama 
is a distance of about three hundred mfles 
as the crow flies, but it took him three 
years to get there, for he had to fight his 
way through Corinth, Vicksburg, Nashvifle, 
the Red River country of upstate Louisi
ana, and most of Arkansas and Missouri." 

In his letters describing these years and 
these campaigns, Hubbard reveals an un
sentimental attitude toward his enemies, 
and a rather practical and businesslike ap
proach to war. He was seemingly unmoved 
by abolitionist idealism; his letters contain 
no descriptions of the condition of the 
slaves. He simply believed that "crippling 
the institution of slavery is . . . striking a 
blow at the heart of the rebellion, and in
flicting upon our enemies the greatest pos
sible injury, which latter I conceive to be 
the policy of war, and the business for 
which I am employed by [the] govern
ment." * 

While Hubbard's regiment was on guard 
duty near Cherokee, Alabama, in the fafl 
of 1862, he reported that large numbers of 
slaves from near-by plantations arrived at 
the camp seeking sustenance and conduct 
out of the area. "I am doing quite a busi-

" A detailed account of Hubbard's Civil War experi
ences may be found in the author's eighty-seven-page 
manuscript entitled "L. F. Hubbard and the Fifth 
Minnesota," a typewritten copy of which is in the 
collections of the Minnesota Historical Society. 

' Hubbard to Mary Hubbard, September 8, 1862. 
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THE main street 
of Red Wing 
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ness in the confiscation of slave property," 
he wrote on September 8. "1 have already 
sent about eighty human chattels away by 
raflroad headed north, and have about 
fifty more in camp. . . . I have also at
tached quite a number to my regiment in 
the capacity of teamsters, cooks, and serv
ants ." He added tha t " I t certainly makes 
the rebels wince to see their 'niggers' taken 
off which is a source of some private satis
faction to me even if it does not contribute 
greatly to the general good." 

He further reveals his feelings toward 
the rebels in a letter writ ten on August 
24, 1863, from Camp Sherman, Missis
sippi, about eighteen miles from Vicksburg. 
"When I was in command at Black River 
R. R. bridge |m Mississippi] I was required 
to feed hundreds of dest i tute residents of 
the country from the public stores of the 
army. Proud Southron [sic] dames and 
haughty belles who once would perhaps 
have scorned to ask a favor of a detested 
Yankee, would receive from me an 'order 
for rations' Avith as much meekness and 
humility as the black chattel outside who 
was waiting his turn . For a while until I 
was instructed otherwise, I would give sub
sistence only to those who would take the 
oath of allegiance. Some would take the oath 
without hesitation, whfle with others there 

would be a struggle between their pride 
of opinion and the inexorable necessities 
of their situation. I notice however tha t 
they would generafly yield to the per
suasion of an empty stomach. I fear," he 
added, " tha t in some cases I felt more of a 
malicious satisfaction in administering thc 
oath, than of unadulterated sympathy for 
their sufferings." 

H I S R E M A R K S contain a good deal of 
candor regarding the conduct of the war. 
On September 8, 1862, for example, he told 
his aunt : " I t does seem as though there 
was terrible mismanagement in the 'Army 
of the P o t o m a c ' " From Young's Point, 
Louisiana, he wrote on April 13, 1863: "We 
are digging a canal across the country, 
from the Mississippi to a bayou which coin-
municates with the waters of the river be
low Vicksburg, and by means of which it 
is expected important advantages may be 
secured in our operations against the city. 
If it proves of no more avafl than the other 
canal projects in this vicinity," he said 
dryly, "it will not play a very important 
par t in the reduction of the place." 

"Yoti have probably obtained from the 
newspapers a pre t ty correct history of the 
Red River campaign," he informed his aunt 
on M a y 23, 1864, ". . it has been most 
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disastrous in its results, and . . . General 
[Nathaniel P.] Banks has proven himself a 
miserable failure as a military man. Prob
ably the people of New England entertain 
quite a different opinion of Genl Banks, 
and I have no doubt such a sentiment as 
the above would prove very unpopular if 
uttered in Vermont, but it is the universal 
expression of this army and a fact thor
oughly demonstrated by the events of the 
past two months." 

Though not an idealist, Hubbard had a 
strong and continuing sense of duty. "On 
the 19th prox.," he wrote on November 16, 
1864, "I shall have completed the three 
years for which I originally enlisted. Per
haps you would like to have me quit sol
diering. . . . I should be most happy to 
do so if I could feel that it was my duty. 
I think however that my services are due 
the country a while longer, and for the 
present it is my purpose to remain." In 
describing to his aunt, in a letter dated 
May 24, 1863, his regiment's occupation of 
Jackson, Mississippi, he said: "I think I 
never felt prouder in my life, than when 
I saw the flag of my old regiment waving 
triumphantly in the state house square of 
the Capital city of Jeff. Davis' own state." 

The letters also show Hubbard's political 
convictions. "We were all greatly rejoiced 
to learn of Mr. Lincoln's re-election," he 
wrote on November 16, 1864. "The sym
pathies of the army in the west are alto
gether with the administration, and so far 
as our soldiers have had an opportunity to 
vote they have cast their ballots almost 
unanimously for Mr. Lincoln. A McClellan 
man in this command is so much of a nov
elty, that when the soldiers hear of one 
they are curious to see him. I beheve that 
the destiny of our country depended upon 
the results of the late Presidential election. 
Had the Copperheads succeeded I believe 
a dishonorable peace would have foflowed 
the inauguration of McClellan, and that 
our government would have become a 
scorn before the world; but that disaster 
has been averted, and now let slavery die 

and we will yet fulfiU our destiny and be
come the greatest people upon the face of 
the earth." 

FOR HUBBARD and for the country the 
winter of 1864^65 was the last of the war. 
December, 1864, had seen the young Min
nesotan brevetted brigadier general for 
conspicuous gallantry at the battle of Nash
vifle. He and his troops then joined with 
other Union forces in pursuing the rebels 
southward. On January 10, 1865, Hub
bard's men reached Eastport, Mississippi, 
where they set up winter quarters. Seven 
days later he wrote that he was "situated 
very pleasantly, indeed. I have a large, 
well furnished room in a citizen's residence 
for my individual quarters. In the famfly 
occupying the house are two young ladies, 
quite interesting, pretty and very agree
able; aged respectively eighteen and 
twenty; whose society serves greatly to re
lieve the monotony of camp life." 

The final decision to initiate operations 
against Mobile was made in January, 1865. 
Troops and equipment began to be drawn 
from various points in the Mississippi Val
ley and concentrated around New Orleans. 
On February 5 and 6, 1865, Hubbard and 
his brigade embarked at Eastport and were 
transported north via steamboat down the 
Tennessee River to the Ohio. "I am again 
on the move," he wrote on February 9, 
"destined for a point somewhat remote 
from the locality whence I last wrote you. 
We left Eastport on the 7th inst., and are 
now lying at Cairo [Illinois] enroute for 
New Orleans. . . . I t is presumed that our 
ultimate destination is Mobile." 

February 22 found the command setting 
up camp at New Orleans. From there on 
February 27 Hubbard wrote: "I am very 
much pleased wdth the city of New Orleans. 
I t is a much finer city than I expected to 
see; well laid out, and handsomely built up. 
Its business enterprise is, however, as a 
matter of course, almost entirely gone. . . . 
We are luxuriating on oysters, and a va
riety of green vegetables." 
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Early in March the men were again put 
aboard steamboats and carried along the 
shore of the Gulf of Mexico as far as an 
island at the entrance to Mobfle Bay. On 
March 8, 1865, Hubbard wrote: "You wfll 
observe that we have taken another hitch 
towards our destination. We arrived at Ft. 
Gaines in Mobile Bay yesterday, and are 
at present encamped in the sand on Dau
phin Island. This is not the pleasantest 
place in the world, though I have seen a 
great many infinitely worse. The location 
is not suggestive of a very great degree of 
comfort, though in some respects it is de
sirable. The coast along the gulf and bay, 
is one vast oyster bed, hence, we enjoy most 
luxurious living, and all at a very cheap 
rate. 

"The preparations for a general move
ment against ^Mobile seem to be about com
pleted," he continued, "and I have no doubt 
you will soon hear of active operations in 
this department. . . . The enemy certainly 
cannot have a very large army in this part 
of the Confederacy, as it must draw largely 
upon the resources of the rebels, to provide 
for existing contingencies in Virginia and 
the Carolinas. [General William T.] Sher
man seems to be meeting with wonderful 
success. If our arms meet with no reverse 
during the pending campaigns, I shall hope 
to see the war ended with the present year. 
The army prays for such a consum[m]ation, 
as earnestly as our friends at home." 

On March 23 the Union forces left Dau
phin Island and moved by steamboat to 
the mouth of the Fish River, which flows 
into the east side of Mobfle Bay, to begin 
their last campaign. Moving north against 
light resistance, the Fifth Minnesota in
vested a succession of strong earthworks 
known as the Spanish Fort. "We got as far 
as the vicinity of 'Spanish Fort, '" Hubbard 

° Hubbard alludes to the fact that in the spring of 
1862 Union troops under General George B. McClellan 
had inched cautiously upon Richmond from the vicinity 
of Yorktown, spending much time and energy throw
ing up elaborate earthworks and entrenchments. 

"See C. C. Andrews. History of the Campaign of 
Mobile, 149 (New York, 1889). 

TINTYPE of L- F. Hubbard (seated left) with 
other members of the Fifth Minnesota 

wrote on Aprfl 5, 1865, "and have been en
gaged in a siege of the place since that time. 
We are considerably astonished at the char
acter of the obstacles, and the determina
tion of the opposition with which we meet. 

"The position against which the army is 
now operating is a very formidable defen
sive work," he explained, "strongly gar
risoned, and held with great pertinacity. 
We have commenced a vigorous siege, and 
by a system of regular approaches, hope to 
reduce the work. My command is in the 
front line of investment, and is employed 
day and night in digging dirt, very much 
after the McClellan fashion." I have already 
constructed a network of approaches, intri
cate with saps, mines, parallels and em
placements, and have advanced to within 
a few yards of the rebel defences." I have 
lost about one hundred men thus far in the 
siege, and suffer more or less every day. 
'Spanish Fort' is regarded the key point in 
the defences of Mobile, and hence is held 
with great obstinacy. It is situated on the 
east shore of the bay, directly opposite to. 
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THE Fifth Minnesota in the battle of Corinth, a painting by Edwin Blashfield 

and in plain view of the city. I think you 
may expect to hear of its capture within a 
few days." On April 12 Mobfle fell, and on 
April 25 Hubbard entered Montgomery. 

A FEW DAYS later, on May 3, he de
scribed for his aunt how the news of Lee's 
surrender reached the Fifth Minnesota. 
"We first learned of the capture of Rich
mond, the surrender of Lee's army and the 
probabilities of a speedy termination of 
the war, about the 20th ult., while on the 
march," he wrote. "It was near the close of 
a very hot day; the troops had made a long 
march, over dusty roads, and were feeling 
sore and tired out. The column had halted 
for a rest, and the men were seeking protec
tion from the heat in the corners of fences 
and on the friendly side of an occasional 
stump or tree; when a courier bearing dis
patches rode rapidly up from the rear. He 
halted a moment, and communicated the 
joyful news to me, which you may be sure 
did not linger long in its way to the men; 
and there followed a scene it was a delight 
to witness. The heat, dust and fatigue were 
forgotten; the weary became rested and the 
footsore suddenly cured. Officers and sol
diers abandoned themselves to the most 
extravagant demonstrations of joy. Every
body cheered and shouted until they were 
hoarse. The men disregarding orders and 
discipline, fired a salute with, their muskets 
on their own account. They pufled and 

hustled each other about, stood on their 
hands, rolled in the dirt, and were guilty of 
innumerable other absurd performances; 
indeed, they were positively frantic for a 
whfle." 

The soldiers' joy, however, "turned to 
sorrow, and our rejoicing to the deepest 
mourning," Hubbard continued, when they 
reached Montgomery and learned "of the 
death by assassination of President Lin
coln. . . . What a terrible calamity, and to 
occur just at this crisis. There is a feeling of 
regret among the troops that the war is 
likely soon to cease. They feel that the Pres
ident's assassination cafls for a terrible 
vengeance, and they regard themselves the 
proper instruments for its execution. Woe 
be to the people of the South, if hostilities 
again commence," said Hubbard. "In Presi
dent Lincoln they lost their best friend." 

The Minnesotan then indicated that Lin
coln's death had been responsible for a 
change in his own plans. "I suppose you 
are hoping soon to hear that I am out of 
the service and at home," he said. "I had 
made up my mind to quit, as soon as I 
could become satisfied that the war was 
practicafly over, and no more fighting to 
be done; but since learning of the assassina
tion of the President, I have resolved to 
remain until I am positively sure there is 
no further need of my services. I shall then 
very gladly leave the service and return to 
more congenial pursuits." 
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HUBBARD spent the late spring and sum
mer of 1865 on occupation duty at Demop
olis in central Alabama. "I imagine you 
will open this letter," he wrote his aunt on 
June 4, "with the expectation of receiving 
an assurance that I am about to come 
home. As the war is over, and the army in 
process of being disbanded, you wfll con
clude there is no reason why I should re
main longer in the service, and naturally 
expect me to retire from it at once. I fear 
you will feel some disappointment upon 
learning that my connection with the army 
is likely to continue for a few weeks longer. 

"If consulting my own wishes was to 
determine the question," he went on, "I 
should hardly remain past the time neces
sary to observe the formalities of 'muster
ing out'; but my command has so earnestly 
protested against my leaving them just 
now, that I have consented to postpone 
action in the matter for the present. My 
brigade being composed of veterans," he ex
plained, "is not included in that class of 
troops being mustered out under existing 
orders, and it is expected that the govern
ment wifl retain the re-enlisted men until 
the regular establishment can be reorgan
ized and increased. I t does not seem prob
able however," he added, "that any portion 
of the volunteer army will be needed beyond 
a few weeks at most." 

I t is evident, however, that Hubbard re
garded his impending departure from the 
Fifth Minnesota with mixed feelings. "Al
though I am more than wflling to leave the 
service," he continued, "yet I assure you it 
requires no little effort, or slight sacrifice 
of feeling, to finally dissolve one's connec
tion with his old companions-in-arms. I t is 
like the breaking up of a family. The com
mon perils, privations and suffering we 
have experienced during more than three 
years, has bound us together in the strong
est association, and a sudden separation 
produces a sensible strain upon the sym
pathies and affections of every member of 
the command. The farewefl's and God bless 
you's of the soldiers are very affecting, and 

often brings tears to the eyes of men whose 
sensibilities have been blunted by the rud
est experiences of war." 

THROUGH the summer of 1865 Hubbard 
waited to be mustered out. On July 16 he 
wrote: "I am still in the service with no im
mediate prospect of leaving it. You may 
possibly begin to believe that I reafly like 
the service and feel loth [sic] to leave it. 
That, however, I assure you is not the case. 
For more than three months I have im
patiently awaited the time I thought I 
could muster out without prejudice to my
self or the command, and I am still in a 
state of suspense upon the subject. The 
old brigade won't consent to my leaving 
them as long as they are required to stay. 
They say that we have passed through the 
war together, and ought to stick by each 
other to the last. Of course I would not for 
the world leave the glorious old veterans 
of the 2nd Brigade, and have them enter
tain an unpleasant thought upon the sub
ject." 

But the young officer's thoughts were 
upon his future plans. "Upon leaving the 
service, I design to return to Minnesota," 
he informed his aunt, "and after attending 
to some matters of business there, hope to 
pay you all a visit. I hardly know what oc
cupation I may choose upon leaving the 
army, but have little fear but that some 
opening wifl present itself in Minnesota 
sufficient to employ my energies." 

Hubbard was mustered out on Septem
ber 6, 1865. After making the promised 
visit to Chester, he returned to Red Wing, 
where he directed his energies into the grain 
business, flour milling, and railroads. From 
1872 to 1875 he served as a state senator 
from the sixteenth district. On January 10, 
1882, he became governor of Minnesota, in 
which capacity he served until 1887. Dur
ing the Spanish-American War he returned 
to mfliary duty, serving as brigadier gen
eral in command of the Third Division, 
Seventh Army Corps. He died at Minne
apolis on February 5,1913. 
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