






Minnesota country and recounts the experi­
ences of the state 's fighting men in the Civfl, 
Indian, Spanish-American, and First and Sec­
ond World wars. Trading, as well as military, 
posts are considered in the opening chapter, 
which also takes note of such mat ters as Ameri­
can exploring expeditions and treaties with the 
Indians. The profuse illustrations were selected 
largely from the picture collection of the Min­
nesota Historical Society. 

" F I F T Y C H A P T E R S in the History of the 
North Star Sta te ," which appeared in a hundred 
Minnesota newspapers during 1958, have been 
reprinted in The Minnesota Centennial Story, 
an illustrated pamphlet issued by the Grand 
Rapids Herald-Review (52 p . $1.00.). The ar­
ticles were prepared by the late L. A. Rossman 
and by James Rottsolk a t the request of the 
Minnesota Editorial Association. Most of the 
line drawings which illustrate the stories are 
based upon pictures in the Minnesota Historical 
Society's collection. 

.A C E N T U R Y of Minnesota Agriculture — 
Crops 1858—1958 is reviewed by Richard J. 
Schrimper in a recent pamphlet compiled and 
issued by the Minnesota depar tment of agricul­
ture, dairy, and food (St, Paul, 1958. 36 p.) . 
Tables, maps , and graphs provide information 
on the trends in the state 's agriculture and on 
acreage, yield, production, and prices of crops 
like corn, oats, barley, wheat, buckwheat, rye, 
flax, soybeans, hay, potatoes, sugar beets, com­
mercial vegetables, and apples. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A Statehood Centennial is 
featured in the July issue of the Swedish Pioneer 
Historical Quarterly, which is devoted entirely 
to the anniversary event. Of special interest is 
the contribution of Nils WiUiam Olsson, who 
presents English translations of "Three Swedish 
Pioneer Let ters from Minnesota" written in the 
early 1850s. All were addressed to the Reverend 
Gustaf Unonius, a Wisconsin and Iflinois pio­
neer who did much to encourage settlement in 
the St. Croix VaUey. The letters, which describe 
conditions in t ha t area, were writ ten by pioneer 
settlers a t Chisago and Hay lakes and at Taylors 
FaUs. 

AS A "Minnesota Centennial Memorial ," Clar­
ence S. Peterson has compiled and issued in 
mimeographed form lists of Known Military and 
Civilian Dead during the Minnesota Sioux In­
dian Massacre in 1862 and Known Dead during 
the Great Minnesota Blizzard in January 1873 
(Baltimore, 1958. 18 p . ) . Mr, Peterson has 

drawn his information from military records. 

state histories, newspapers, government docu­
ments , and the like. 

BOATING, fishing, hunting, and skiing are 
among the characteristic Minnesota sports de­
scribed by Jack Cornelius in a centennial article 
published in Sports Afield for July. The author 
notes tha t the state a t its century mark, is "one 
of the finest sportsman's areas in the world." 
Photographs of Minnesota individuals and 
.scenes, some in color, illustrate the article. 

Blue Earth County 
Madison Lake Times, Ju ly 31. Features a his­

tory of Eagle Lake contributed by Mrs . Roy 
Dauffenbach of St. Peter. 

Chisago County 
Looking Back over One Hundred Years in 

Northern Chisago County, by Carl H. Sommer 
(43 p.), is an illustrated booklet centering 
largely about Rush City and Rushseba and Nes-
sel townships. 

Cleartvater County 
Leader-Record of Gonvick, October 8. In­

cludes a history of Clearwater County taken 
from a manuscript by Ralph Larson, a former 
Bagley high school instructor. 

Cottonwood County 
Windom Reporter, August 15. A centennial 

edition of fifty-two pages featuring material 
from a history of Cottonwood County by Ger­
trude B. Gove and articles about Wflliam Win­
dom, J. T. Smith, a Mennonite colony, early 
railroads, and pioneers. 

Crow Wing County 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch, August 2. An illus­

trated centennial edition comprising four sec­
tions devoted to the area's government and 
industries, business and agriculture, sports and 
recreation, and churches and organizations. 

A history of Crow Wing County by Anna 
Himrod, published serially in the Brainerd Dis­
patch, beginning with the issue for September 4. 

Hennepin County 
Bloomington Sun, August 7 and 14. Centen­

nial editions containing articles on frontier fig­
ures like the Pond brothers, Peter Quinn, and 
Mart in McLeod, and the text of a letter written 
in 1849 by Henry H. Sibley to Gideon Pond. 

Kanabec County 
Kanabec County Times of [Mora, August 7. A 

centennial edition of thirty-six pages, comprising 
brief historical sketches of Mora and near-by 
communities, of logging in the county, of the 
Farmer 's Co-op Creamery, and of other local 
firms. 
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Otter Tail County 
Perham Enterprise Bulletin, October 16. A 

special edition presenting a survey of local his­
tory. 

Ramsey County 
White Bear Lake Press, August 7. A sixteen-

page souvenir edition on local history illustrated 
with early photographs of the town and the 
White Bear Yacht Club. 

Sf. Louis County 
Chisholm Free Press, September 4. An edition 

with numerous photographs marking the state­
hood centennial and the golden anniversary of 
the Chisholm fire of 1908. 

Tribune-Press of Chisholm, July 16. A centen­
nial edition saluting Buhl on its fiftieth bir thday. 
Contains a history of the town accompanied by 
photographs dating from the turn of the cen­
tury. 

Hibbing Daily Tribune, July 26. Includes a 
special eighty-page supplement on local history, 
with illustrated articles on the development of 
iron mining on the Mesabi Range. 

Scott County 
Belle Plaine Herald, May 15 and each week 

thereafter. A series which includes a "Story of 
Belle Plaine History," the text of a letter about 
local settlement in 1854 written by Mrs . Gracia 
Sherwin in 1912, and articles on "100 Years Ago 
in Belle Plaine." 

N E W S OF THE S O C I E T Y 

THE SOCIETY'S one-hundred-and-tenth an­
nual meeting will be marked by a dinner and a 
program at Coffman Memorial Union on the 
University of Minnesota campus on April 21. 
The event will center about the Lewis and Clark 
expedition and the explorers' papers, with spe­
cial emphasis on Captain WiUiam Clark's field 
notes found in a St. Paul attic in 1953. The dis­
covery was followed by litigation involving the 
society, the United States government, and 
the heirs of John H. Hammond. It was settled 
in the latter's favor in January. Two views of the 
case will be presented by two distinguished his­
torians on the annual meeting program. The 
deputy archivist of the United States, Robert H. 
Bahmer of Washington, D. C , will review the 
arguments for "Government Ownership," and 
the director of the Chicago Historical Society, 
Paul M. Angle, will defend those against it. A 
member of the society's executive council, Wal­
ter N. Trenerry, will serve as chairman. The 
dinner preceding the program will feature foods 
the explorers of 1804-06 ate ori their western 
journey and mentioned in their journals. 

FIVE HISTORIC TOURS, one each month 
from May to September, are being arranged by 
the society for the 1959 summer season. Tenta­
tive plans call for a Mississippi River tour to 
Hastings, Red Wing, and Frontenac on May 17; 
a four-state tour to Prairie du Chien, Wiscon­
sin, Galena, lUinois, and Dubuque and Decorah, 
Iowa, on June 13 and 14; a trip to Lakes Trav­
erse and Big Stone on July 18 and 19; a flight 
to Canada, with stops at Winnipeg and Fort 
William, on August 15 and 16; and a Twin 
Cities tour on September 13. The August tour­
ists wdll travel by airplane; afl other trips wUl 
be made in busses. Detailed information about 
expenses and reservations will be mailed to 
members of the society in the near future. 

FROM the women's division of the Minnesota 
Statehood Centennial Commission, the society 
has received a sum of approximately $7,200.00 
to be used in appropriately furnishing the Le 
Due House at Hastings before it is opened to 
the public as a historic shrine. It will be recalled 
that the house was presented to the society in 
1958 by Mr, Carroll B. Simmons (see ante, p. 
107). By aiding in the authentic restoration of 
the mansion, the women's centennial group is 
providing a permanent reminder of the 1958 
commemoration. The society gave a tea honor­
ing members of the women's group, as well as 
county centennial chairwomen, in the Weyer­
haeuser Room on December 5, when their gen­
erous gift was formally announced and accepted. 

THE LATEST publication issued by the society 
is John M. Callender's New Light on Old Fort 
Snelling: An Archaeological Exploration, 1957-58 
(42 p.). The booklet, which is priced at $1.00, 
will be reviewed in the next issue of this maga-

A NEW PUBLICATION, to be known as the 
"Minnesota History News," is being planned by 
the society for distribution to members and 
newspapers. It will be prepared and edited by 
the assistant director, Mr. Robert Wheeler. He 
intends to devote the issues, which will appear 
bimonthly, to current news about Minnesota's 
state and local historical societies. 

THE INDEX for volume 35 of Minnesota His­
tory, covering the eight issues published in 1956 
and 1957, is now ready for distribution. Copies 
will be sent to members and subscribers who 
ask for them as long as the supply lasts. Re­
quests should be addressed to Mrs. Phyllis 
Sandstrom, care of the Minnesota Historical 
Society, St. Paul 1. 
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