























and work among the commoners. In the
final editorial paragraph I expressed dis-
approval of the presidential aspirations of
William Jennings Bryan and lauded Wil-
liam MecKinley as a statesman of pristine
purity and noble motives.

Banker Gugisburg had never condescend-
ed to give me even a casual nod since
my arrival in Gibbon. I was told that he
seldom bothered to greet any but a few of
his wealthier bank patrons, so I gave his
behavior little thought. He was a giant of
a man with bushy black hair and eyebrows,
sullen of countenance. Fellow townsmen
from Germany said he was the perfect type
of domineering Prussian. But on Friday
morning after the publication of the first
paper under my editorship, he goose-
stepped into the Gazetie office, grasped my
right hand, and shook it almost violently.
Then he made a little speech, saying: “This
issue of the paper is the best ever printed
in this damn town. I hope Bisson never
comes back; if you want to take over his
paper you can have all the money you
want from my bank.” I thanked him, said
I hadn’t vet learned all about the business
and the details of publishing a paper, and
that when I left the Gazette I had my
home town of Franklin in mind. Again he
assured me of backing if T wanted to con-
sider buying the paper. I never mentioned
this incident to Bisson, and never learned
the reason for the feelings expressed by
Gugisburg.

Early in the following week copy for a
full-page ad came from the T. M. Roberts
Supply Company of Minneapolis, announe-
ing the distribution of catalogues among
farmers and others in the territory served
hy the Gazette. I was inclined to discard
it, but Hugo, the printer, ordinarily a silent
vouth, spoke up, strongly expressing his
feelings against what he viewed as a stupid,
sleepy lot of local merchants. He thought
they needed a jolt like this ad to stir them
out of their lethargy. I kept arguing that
its publication would be contrary to the
policy of the absent publisher.
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Fritzie, who was standing by listening to
the discussion, then came across with a
bright idea, if not an ethical one. We could
set the ad, run off a half a dozen proof
copies on a back page, kill that form, re-
place it with a standing page, send the
proofs to the supply house, and collect. Mo-
tion made and seconded! Hugo quickly set
the simple announcement, and we ran off a
half-dozen copies and mailed them. Two
days later a check for ten dollars arrived.

That evening our young friends were
summoned, the beer can was rushed, pret-
zels and hamburgers were provided from
the adjoining saloon, and there was revelry
far into the night. In addition to this cele-
bration, the funds from the ad paid for a
trip by livery team and buggy to Clear
Lake for a swimming outing and picnic.

When Editor Bisson returned from his
hunting trip we candidly confessed to a
foul and damnable deed. Simulating a stern
and reproving manner, but with tongue in
cheek, he lectured us, while we stood mute,
about the dreadful crime of obtaining
money under false pretenses, warning that
legal action might follow if ever our act of
perfidy was discovered. Then he praised us
for our work in producing such lively news-
papers during his absence. Hugo, however,
sensed that Bisson considered the paper’s
appearance a little too modernistic.

In 1901, not long after Bisson's return,
I purchased the weekly paper in my old
home town — Franklin in Renville County
—and departed from Gibbon with grate-
ful and pleasant memories of a people
whose folkways, ceremonies, and thought
habits were quite alien to me, but whose
simple virtues I admired not a little. They
always treated me with generous kindness
and hospitality, and never showed the
slightest evidence of clanishness. Now,
looking back from a land far away from
the scene of this early experience, T hope
that the old order in that little town — not
without defects—has not been replaced
by a too quickly changed new one which
departs glaringly from ancient codes,
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