






rather than team. This arrangement, how­
ever, ended when McNeal disposed of his 
contract late in 1875.-* The venerable 
"G. B. Knapp , " for many years familiar to 
St. Croix River residents, was the last of 
tha t stream's mafl boats. 

A major route change was made early 
in 1876, when the mafl was taken over a 
new post road through Marine Mflls, across 
the St. Croix by ferry, and via Farmington 
Center, Wisconsin, to Osceola and St. Croix 
Falls.- ' Throughout this period, and until 
the mid-1880s, four stage lines were run­
ning through Marine. Abraham Johnson, 
a prominent local farmer, lumberman, and 
livery stable owner who is stfll remembered 
in the vafley as "Abe," was a long-time 
contractor on the mail route north out of 
Stiflwater. 

T H E E N D of the difficult and unpredict­
able "star routes" — as those not served 
by raflroads were known — was a t hand.^" 
When the Stillwater branch of the Lake 
Superior and Mississippi Railroad began 
carrying mafl in 1871, the St. Paid to Stifl­
water star route was discontinued and mail 
service by stage ended. But sixteen years 
were to pass before the iron horse came to 
Marine Mifls. On December 5, 1887, after 
the Minneapolis to Turt le Lake, Wisconsin, 
section of the Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
Sault Ste. Marie Raflroad, popularly known 
as the Soo Line, was opened, the star route 

through Mar ine was discontinued and the 
raflroad began t ransport ing afl mafl. That 
spefled an end to direct postal connections 
between Stiflwater and Marine; thereafter 
all correspondence between those viflages 
had to go via St. Paul . " T h e discontinuance 
is an outrage," said the Messenger on De­
cember 3, 1887. "Now it takes only two 
hours to send a letter to Marine [from Stifl­
water], whereas when the stage service is 
taken off it wdll take two days." 

Jus t before the t ransportat ion change­
over, fire struck the Marine Mifls post of­
fice. After Charles Westergren, a local 
druggist, photographer, and hotelkeeper, 
became postmaster in 1885, he moved the 
federal service into his drug shop in the 
Marine House, one of Minnesota 's best-
known hostelries. On the night of Novem­
ber 28,1887, the hotel was totally destroyed 
by fire. Westergren, t rue to his trust , saved 
all the government property, but salvaged 
little else.-'' 

After the coming of the railroad, the 
story of the Marine Mifls post office is a 
record mainly of postmasters and office 
locations. Swen Magnuson, who was ap­
pointed postmaster by President Cleveland 

^''Reporter, May 9, 1868; Lumberman, June 11, 
1875. 

^Polk County Press (Osceola), May 13, 1876. 
^^ Authorities at Washington marked all mail routes 

not served by a railroad with a star or asterisk. 
-''Polk County Press, December 4, 1886; Messen­

ger. December 3, 1887. 
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in 1893, moved the office equipment into 
Henry Olson's store annex, where, in addi­
tion to his postal activities, he sold drugs 
and pa ten t medicines. From 1896 to 1900 
Olson himself conducted the post office in 
his general merchandise mar t . Bearded 
John A. Sjostrand sorted and handed out 
the mail in his shoe, saddle, and stationery 
shop from 1900 to 1910. He also directed 
mail deliveries into the rural areas, for dur­
ing his term of office rural free delivery 
was inaugurated a t Marine. The new serv­
ice began there on February 1, 1901, less 
than two years after the postmaster gen­
eral of the United States had declared tha t 
" the experimental stage" was passed. Mag-

"^ Messenger, July 15, 1893; July 18, 1896; May 2, 
1910; Reporter, July 7, 1900. 

™ Interview with Mr. Ecklund, Marine-on-St. 
Croix, July 4, 1958; Appointments of Postmasters, 
84:437. 

THE PICTURES on pages 209 and 215 are from 
photographs taken by the author's father, J. W, G. 
Dunn; that reproduced on page 214 is owned by Mr. 
C. A. Ecklund of Marine-on-St. Croix; and that on 
page 213 is from the John Runk collection. The let­
ters pictured on page 207 are in the Burkleo Papers 
owned by the Minnesota Historical Society. 

nuson returned to his old job in 1910, and 
he was the first to operate the post office 
in its own buflding, unencumbered by pat­
ent medicines, shoes, hoop skirts, and bird­
seed.^* 

By 1916, when Carl Arthur Ecklund was 
named postmaster, the lumbering era had 
ended in the St. Croix Valley. Flour mill­
ing likewise was no longer important to the 
economy of Marine Mifls, though Joseph 
Gable continued to grind grain in the old 
Gaskill flour and gristmill established in 
1856. M a n y residents felt t ha t the name 
was no longer appropriate. As a result, on 
March 23, 1917, it was officially changed 
to Marine-on-St. Croix.^^ 

Throughout the community 's history, 
from 1848 to the present, only ten men 
have held the position of postmaster by 
virtue of permanent appointment; four 
others served temporarily in an acting 
capacity. Perhaps this record is unusual for 
Minnesota. In general, however, the Ma­
rine post office is typical of third-class 
offices which developed in the eariy settle­
ments along the waterways of eastern 
Minnesota. 
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