











THE village

post office at
Marine-on-8t. Croix
in 1929

in 1893, moved the office equipment into
Henry Olson’s store annex, where, in addi-
tion to his postal activities, he sold drugs
and patent medicines. From 1896 to 1900
Olson himself conducted the post office in
his general merchandise mart. Bearded
John A. Sjostrand sorted and handed out
the mail in his shoe, saddle, and stationery
shop from 1900 to 1910. He also directed
mail deliveries into the rural areas, for dur-
ing his term of office rural free delivery
was inaugurated at Marine. The new serv-
ice began there on February 1, 1901, less
than two years after the postmaster gen-
eral of the United States had declared that
“the experimental stage” was passed. Mag-

* Messenger, July 15, 1893; July 18, 1896; May 2,
1910; Reperter, July 7, 1900.

“ Interview with Mr. Ecklund, Marine-on-St.
Croix, July 4, 1958; Appointments of Postmasters,
84:437.

THE PICTURES on pages 209 and 215 are from
photographs taken by the author’s father, J. W. G.
Dunn; that reproduced on page 214 is owned by Mr.
C. A. Ecklund of Marine-on-St. Croix; and that on
page 213 is from the John Runk collection. The let-
ters pictured on page 207 are in the Burkleo Papers
owned by the Minnesota Historical Society.
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nuson returned to his old job in 1910, and
he was the first to operate the post office
in its own building, unencumbered by pat-
ent medicines, shoes, hoop skirts, and bird-
seed.®®

By 1916, when Carl Arthur Ecklund was
named postmaster, the lumbering era had
ended in the St. Croix Valley. Flour mill-
ing likewise was no longer important to the
economy of Marine Mills, though Joseph
Gable continued to grind grain in the old
Gaskill flour and gristmill established in
1856. Many residents felt that the name
was no longer appropriate. As a result, on
March 23, 1917, it was oflicially changed
to Marine-on-St. Croix.*’

Throughout the community’s history,
from 1848 to the present, only ten men
have held the position of postmaster by
virtue of permanent appointment; four
others served temporarily in an acting
capacity. Perhaps this record is unusual for
Minnesota. In general, however, the Ma-
rine post office is typical of third-class
offices which developed in the early settle-
ments along the waterways of eastern
Minnesota.
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