
Some N E W B O O K S in Review . 

New Light on Old Fort Snelling: An Archaeo

logical Exploration, 1957-58. By J O H N M . 
CALLENDER. (St. Paul , The Minnesota Histor
ical Society, 1959. 42 p . Iflustrations. $1.00.) 

Reviewed by Elden Johnson 

A M O N G the more lasting achievements of the 
^Minnesota Statehood Centennial Commission, 
brought into being to both sponsor and co-ordi
nate centennial events in Minnesota during 
1958, is its financing of archaeological investiga
tions conducted by the Minnesota Historical 
Society a t For t Snelling. 

The carefully conducted field excavations (of 
necessity restricted to the area adjacent to the 
Round Tower) disclosed the foundations of 
seven original fort structures, a long section 
of the original limestone wall, and a number of 
nineteenth-century but tons, shell casings, bot
tles, and other objects associated with the life 
of the fort. Funds also were available to allow 
the historical society to revise the exhibits in the 
Round Tower Museum, which, together with 
the evidence of original structures left exposed 
when the excavations were completed, now gives 
visitors to the site a picture of the original For t 
Snelling. 

The attractive and well-illustrated booklet re
viewed here presents the results of those investi
gations as interpreted by John Callender, who 
ably conducted the field research for the histor
ical society. Mr . Callender gives an interesting 
account based on documentary source materials 
of the construction of the fort in the 1820s, and 
he describes the original structures still standing 
and in use. His report on the archaeological 
investigations presents the evidence encountered 
enlivened by early nineteenth-century accounts 
of the use of the fort structures. 

The object of the excavations was to deter
mine whether or not the fort might be re-
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storable as a historic monument and thus be 
preserved for future generations. The excavations 
indicated tha t this is a definite possibflity. In 
his introduction to the report, M r . Russell Frid
ley, director of the society, recounts the histor
ical importance of the fort and tefls of past 
a t tempts to preserve it. I n so doing, he presents 
an excellent case for the incorporation of the 
fort into the state park system. Mr, Fridley and 
the society deserve much credit for taking the 
initiative in preventing destruction of the site 
by highway construction and in organizing this 
worthwhile and capable piece of historic site 
archaeology. I t is to be hoped tha t this excava
tion marks the re-entry of the society into the 
field of historic site archaeology in Minnesota — 
a field which it pioneered and which cries for 
work. 

F R O N T I E R D E M O C R A C Y 

The Making of an American Community: A 

Case Study of Democracy in a Frontier Coun

ty. By M E R L E C U R T I , with the assistance of 

ROBERT D A N I E L , S H A W LIVERMORE, JR . , J O 

SEPH V A N H I S E , and MARGARET W . CURTI. 

(Stanford, California, Stanford University 
Press, 1959. vii, 483 p . Maps . $8.50.) 

Reviewed by Walker D. Wyman 

F O R M A N Y Y E A R S there has been a guerrifla 
war in the historical profession over the validity 
of the "Turner thesis," which held tha t the fron
tier experience was the most important influence 
in shaping the national character. In general, 
the historians have argued whether the aliena
tion of the public domain and frontier hving 
was as democratizing in effect as Turner be
lieved. Studies of state constitutions and land 
systems, as wefl as frontiers in other lands, have 
characterized this research, but none has probed 
in depth one frontier community for an answer. 

The genius of this volume lies in its at tempt 
to thrust a spade down through frontier society 
to see if Turner 's point about democracy was 
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true there. At the grassroots, in one small 
county, it searches for an answer to the ques
tion: Was there "widespread participation in 
the making of decisions affecting the common 
life, the development of initiative and self-reli
ance, and equality of economic and cultural 
opportunity"? Trempealeau County in north
western Wisconsin was chosen for this s tudy 
because it lay below the pineries, was an agri
cultural frontier after 1850, and had an abun
dance of records available. The methods used 
were those of both historian and social scientist. 
The whole county population was investigated 
through census, local government, and other 
records; diaries, reminiscences, and newspapers 
made possible a s tudy in depth of leaders and 
certain institutions; and the samples, impres
sions, and similar da ta commonly used by the 
historian sweeten the methodology used. The re
sult is sixteen chapters which explain the method, 
sketch the early settlement, and give extended 
coverage of the whole population's social struc
ture, social creed, ways of making a living and 
governing themselves, opportunities for leader
ship, land ownership, and education. Numerous 
charts and appendixes list the raw material upon 
which the generalizations here presented are 
based. 

This volume proves the feasibility of using 
the quanti ta t ive method of the social scientist 
in reaching conclusions about social phenomena. 
I t does not test the whole Turner thesis, bu t 
determines only whether democracy thrived on 
the Trempealeau County frontier. Professor 
Curti and his assistants believe tha t the frontier 
settler there, whether he was old or young, from 
New England lineage or a direct immigrant 
from Poland, improved his economic and polit
ical lot in the pioneer days. On tha t frontier the 
farm laborer became a landowner and partic
ipated widely in decision-making at the town 
and county levels. 

I t is hard to quarrel with the methodology 
used in this book, except to say tha t it makes 
history read more like the World Almanac than 
like the works of Turner and Curt i , and it 
threatens to destroy the last social discipline 
where literary expression and human warmth 

MR. 'WYMAN, who is widely known for his writ

ings on the history of the West, is professor of 

history in the Wisconsin State College at River 

Falls. 

still have advocates. As a result of its publica
tion, similar studies in the East , South, and 
West, and comparative studies in depth of the 
frontier in other lands and times are required. 
Professor Curti insists t ha t this book shows 
only tha t democracy prospered in one American 
county named Trempealeau. 

J E F F E R S O N I N F R A N C E 

The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 14, 8 Octo
ber 1788 to 26 March 1789; vol. 15, 27 March 
1789 to 30 November 1789. J U L I A N P . BOYD, 

editor; W I L L I A M H . GAINES, J R . , and J O S E P H 

H. HARRISON, J R . , associate editors. (Prince
ton, New Jersey, Princeton University Press, 
1958. xliv, 708, xxxix, 677 p. Iflustrations. 
$10.00 each.) 

Reviewed by Jesse H. Shera 

T H E S E T W O VOLUMES bring to a, close 
Jefferson's sojourn in France. In September, 
1789, he departed from Paris for a six-months' 
leave, not knowing tha t the United States Sen
ate had confirmed his appointment as secretary 
of state, and four weeks later he arrived in Nor
folk. The previous year had brought to a suc
cessful conclusion the delicate negotiations of 
the Consular Convention of 1788, the first to be 
ratified under the new Constitution. Also, 1788 
had brought Jefferson's proposals for funding the 
foreign debt of the United States, as well as 
the long series of documents relating to the 
whale-oil crisis which had been precipitated by 
British "dumping" and the monopoly granted 
by France to the Nantucket whalemen to Dun-
kerque. 

During the period encompassed by these two 
volumes there was no diminution of Jefferson's 
interest in science, and volume 14 is particu
larly important for his observations on pale
ontology. Especially noteworthy is the earliest 
drawing, hi therto unpublished, of the first fossil 
skeleton to be mounted. The creature depicted 
is a Megatherium, sent to Jefferson from Madrid 
in 1789. But of greater concern to the historian 
is the portrait of Thomas Paine by John Trum
bull which had been lost for more than a cen
tury and has been only recently identified. 

Volume 15 is notable for Jefferson's accounts 
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of the opening phases of the French Revolution, 
particularly those momentous events of the sum
mer of 1789, just prior to Jefferson's return to 
the United States. Of special significance in the 
development of Jefferson's political and social 
philosophy is his letter to Madison of September 
6, 1789, in which he sets forth for the first time 
his belief tha t " the earth belongs in usufruct to 
the living,'' and tha t the dead have no rights or 
powers over it. The concept seems to have been 
prompted by Jefferson's French physician. Dr . 
Richard Gem, and the fact tha t Jefferson adopted 
it makes it, as the editors of this volume say, 
" the one great addition to Jefferson's thought 
tha t emerged from his years of residence a t the 
center of European intellectual ferment." 

This volume closes with a collection of sup
plementary materials from the years 1772 to 
1789 which were assembled too late to be pub
lished in proper chronological sequence. The ad
dition of this material outside its proper place 
makes all the more regrettable the earlier deci
sion to abandon, with volume 13, the chonolog-
ical table of contents. This material is now quite 
thoroughly concealed, but there could be some 
compensation in the thought tha t its discovery 
may serve as a test of the resourcefulness of 
future generations of graduate students. One 
cannot but regret, however, tha t so handsome 
a monument to historical editing should be so 
blemished, and it is difficult to suppress the 
impression tha t the editors are getting a little 
tired of their job. This is certainly no time for 
fatigue; the road stretches into the future like 
Banquo's progeny. 

The publishers have also issued a paper-bound 
index to volumes 7 through 12 to supplement 
the earlier index in which were analyzed the 
first six volumes of the series. 

C A R R I A G E S T O M O T O R C A R S 

Wheels Across America: A Pictorial Cavalcade 
Illustrating the Early Development of Vehic
ular Transportation. By CLARENCE P . H O R -
NUNG. (New York, A. S. Barnes & Co., 1959. 
341 p . Iflustrations. $12.50.) 

Reviewed by Frank P. Donovan, Jr. 

T H I S BOOK presents a picture-pageant of 
American wheeled transport in its early develop
ment. Divided into five categories, it covers car
riages and stagecoaches, steam railroads, street 

raflroads, bicycle and other "cycles," and the 
highway motor vehicle. 

I n the volume's large quar to pages, some 
eleven hundred prints, engravings, and photo
graphs, culled from an amazing variety of 
sources, are reproduced. But the variegated col
lection belies the labor entailed in carrying the 
reader apace with the t ime and the period. This 
is, in short, a fast-moving panorama of what is 
essentially a slow-going era. 

From Harper's Weekly, Frank Leslie's Illus
trated Newspaper, The Scientific American, Cur
rier and Ives prints, rare books, old trade 
journals, yellowing catalogues, sketches by Jo
seph Penned, and paintings of Frederic Rem
ington, the spirit of the day is graphicaUy 
brought to life. The author has been singularly 
careful in selecting illustrations with weU-chosen 
social settings. The Concord coach and Cones
toga wagon are interesting as works of crafts
manship, but are doubly so when shown in 
action and in characteristic settings. Occasion
ally line drawings of vehicles are included to 
keep the technical purist happy, but they are 
balanced by contemporary scenes to woo the 
average reader. 

Generally speaking, the balance of the book 
is good, with each of the respective modes of 
transportat ion given their due. The section on 
the bicycle is the most comprehensive. The evo
lution of the "b ike" from its beginnings abroad 
to its nation-wide populari ty in America during 
the 1890s is told with skill and enthusiasm. The 
par t on carriages, wagons, and stagecoaches 
likewise gives an animated over-all picture. 
Coming to the railroad, contemporary photos 
and drawings in colorful settings heighten the 
era far better than could pictures of the develop
ment of motive power per se. 

The section on street railroads (which also 
includes elevated and subway lines) is strong on 
horse and cable cars, but weak on electric trac
tion. As the book goes roughly up to 1910, a 
picture or two might have been added on pio
neer interurban lines. Also, the elevated railway 
is illustrated in detail, but only New York's 
experimental subway of 1870 is featured. The 
same criticism might be leveled a t the last 
sixty-five pages, which are devoted to the mo
torcar and truck. While some of the illustrations 
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go up to 1920, nowhere is there a likeness of the 
early motorbus. 

I t would be unfair, however, to dwefl a t length 
on pe t ty omissions or minimize the value of the 
entire work. The book is by all odds a signifi
cant contribution to the story of wheeled vehi
cles in the nation. The captions are ample and 
they are supplemented by appropriate and ac
curate running comment. Sharp-eyed Minne
sotans will spot a picture of a pioneer Van 
Depoele trolley in Minneapolis on p. 195 and 
note a St. Paul road-building scene of the 1890s 
on p. 61 . Historians will be grateful for the long 
list of picture credits appearing at the end of 
the volume. 

G R A N D F A T H E R ' S M O V I E S 

The Lost Panoramas of the Mississippi. By 
J O H N FRANCIS M C D E R M O T T . (Chicago, The 

University of Chicago Press, 1958. xvii, 
211 p . Il lustrations. $7.50.) 

Reviewed by Bertha L. Heilbron 

T H E SOCIAL H I S T O R Y of Midwest America 
is substantially enriched by the appearance of 
this work, which presents an at t ract ive and 
readable record of five panorama painters of 
the 1840s. The "moving newsreels or travel
ogues" they produced have long interested Profes
sor McDermot t , who published earlier accounts 
of three of these men and the great rolls 
of canvas on which they recorded their visual 
impressions of the Mississippi Valley. Now he 
has not only expanded his previous contribu
tions, but has added material on others who 
pictured the Fa ther of Waters in the mid-nine
teenth century. Of the seven chapters in his 
book, five are devoted to the experiences as 
travelers, painters, and entertainers of John 
Banvard, John Rowson Smith, Sam Stockwell, 
Henry Lewis, and Leon Pomarede. 

While the Mississippi is the main theme of 
Mr. McDermot t ' s book, the artist-producers 
who publicized the gigantic stream by means of 
pictures of appropriate dimensions are its cen
tral characters. As a background for their 
stories, he provides a chapter on "Newsreel — 
Old Style," in which he sketches the history of 
panorama painting from 1787 to 1850. Some of 
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the pictures produced during this era were, ac
cording to Mr . McDermot t , "extraordinary," 
but, he writes, " they were mere trifles compared 
to the supernewsreels made in the West. 
In the history of the theater there are no pro
ductions so nearly incredible as the panoramas 
of the Mississippi." 

The "lengthy, laborious, and expensive t r ips" 
made by his five painters while sketching river 
scenery, and the weeks and months spent in 
transferring sketches onto thousands of feet of 
canvas are vividly described by Mr. McDermot t . 
He also surveys the area depicted, which in four 
out of five cases included the whole course of 
the great river from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Falls of St. Anthony, and he reports on the 
many localities both in America and abroad 
where these gigantic ancestors of the motion 
picture were displayed. His accounts vary great
ly in length, reflecting the availability of mate
rial on his subjects. More than sixty pages, for 
example, are devoted to Lewis, while only thir
teen are given to Stockwell. Since the activities 
of all five painters centered in St. Louis, the 
author leans heavily on tha t city's newspapers 
for his material. In addition he has used manu
script letters, diaries, and sketchbooks; the 
detailed descriptive guides published for the 
panoramas; a few New York, Boston, and New 
Orleans newspapers; and scores of books and 
articles, contemporary and modern. An impres
sive array of sources, familiar and obscure, fills 
eight pages at the close of the book. Both this 
list and the credit lines on numerous illustra
tions indicate tha t Mr . McDermot t has made 
wide use of the Minnesota Historical Society's 
resources, which are rich in material relating 
to panoramas. 

In a brief "Epilogue," the author deals with 
the "Fa te of the Pictures." As indicated in his 
book title, all were "lost" — a mat te r of regret 
not only for historians, but for anyone con
cerned with American life and art . Wha t it 
would mean to witness a mile-by-mile represen
tat ion of the Mississippi, its cities and villages, 
its farms and plantations, its scenery, its settlers, 
and its traffic as they looked a century and 
more ago can only be guessed. If one of the five 
panoramas described in this book had survived, 
it could have done much to clarify the modern 
concept of the Mississippi Valley a t mid-century. 
As it is. a few paintings by Banvard, Lewis, and 
Pomarede, a handful of engravings from printed 
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sources, and the colored lithographs in Lewis' 
book on the Mississippi give only a hint of the 
vivid pictorial record that was lost with these 
primitive movies. From available sources, how
ever, the author feels that "we can reconstruct 
the pictures and assert confidently that they 
were effective facslmilies of life on the Missis
sippi a century ago." 

In the first of two appendixes, IV'Ir. McDer
mott discusses "The Length of the Panoramas," 
and he concludes that for at least three of them 
the "claims are simply in the tradition of tall 
tales." Nevertheless, he believes that they were 
"quite long enough to be considered prodigious." 
The second appendix, which deals with "Three 
Other 'Mississippi' Panoramas," might wefl 
quote the name of the stream, for here the 
author mentions not only the Hudson and the 
Dickeson-Egan pictures, but "John Stevens' 
Panorama of the Sioux War." He justifies in
clusion of the latter on the ground that this 
Minnesota picture is "one of the very few extant 
moving panoramas,'' noting that versions are 
preserved both by the Minnesota Historical 
Society and the Gilcrease Museum at Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Mr. McDermott's study is by afl odds the 
most complete and satisfying review of pan
oramas thus far published, and it is not likely 
to be surpassed for many a year. The Univer
sity of Chicago Press has produced the book in 
handsome format, with more than sixty appro
priate iflustrations. 

F R O N T I E R W A R 

The Great Sioux Uprising. By C. M. OEHLER. 
(New York, Oxford University Press, 1959. 
xvi, 272 p. IUustrations, maps. $5.00.) 

Reviewed by Willoughby M. Babcock 

NINETY-SEVEN years ago the young state of 
Minnesota, its potential fighting man power al
ready sharply cut by the demands for troops on 
Southern battlefields, was suddenly faced with 
a major Indian war along its western frontier of 
settlement. 

On August 17, 1862, the murder by four reck
less young Sioux braves of several white settlers 
near Acton in Meeker County touched off an 
explosion which had been generating for some 
twenty-five years. The warlike Sioux, crowded 
ever westward by the advance of white settle

ment, finally attempted with ^un and tomahawk 
to check the irresistible tide which was depriv
ing them of their homes and livelihood. The 
ensuing two years of murders, ambushes, battles, 
and large-scale mflitary operations cost some 
five hundred settlers' lives and huge financial 
losses in houses, livestock, and crops, and it vir
tually depopulated most of the area of south
western Minnesota. 

Mr. Oehler has told the story of the Minne
sota Sioux Outbreak vividly and well, but the 
jacket of the book, with its lurid red and black 
illustration, gives the reader a key to his view
point. The picture, incidentaUy, is reproduced 
from a panel in one of the panoramas owned by 
the Minnesota Historical Society. The author 
fairly revels in blood and rapine. He has used 
virtually all the reminiscent accounts of sur
vivors, most of them published long after the 
Sioux War, as well as histories of the massacre 
produced when popular hysteria and fear were 
at their peak. 

Mr. Oehler's criticism of General Henry H. 
Sibley's position as commander of the troops 
hastily dispatched to quell the outbreak is, in 
this reviewer's opinion, unjustified. Apparently 
the author has failed to analyze and does not 
comprehend the difficulties under which Sibley 
was forced to operate. Most of his men, whether 
members of the Minnesota volunteer regiments 
that were being mustered in at Fort Snelling 
for Civil War service or of local irregular com
panies organized in response to Governor Ram
sey's emergency proclamation, were utterly raw, 
poorly armed, ignorant of military discipline, 
and totally unfit to stand up against the quick 
surprise attacks and ambushes of Sioux warriors. 
Mr. Oehler does not seem to realize that for 
cavalry, vital in dealing with fast-moving In
dians, Sibley had only local companies of 
mounted volunteers, whose numbers varied from 
day to day with the locality. Only the battle 
training of the experienced soldiers in the Third 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry prevented the 
battle of Wood Lake from being another dis
aster, like that suffered at Birch Coulee. With 
forces like Sibley's, the most experienced mili
tary commander would have had to move slowly 
while training his men, and while Sibley knew 
Indians, he had no military experience. The 
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wonder is t ha t he accomplished so much, whfle 
a t the same time preventing a wholesale slaugh
ter of nearly three hundred white captives held 
by the hostiles. 

As a vividly writ ten and fairly accurate ac
count of the Sioux Outbreak, Mr . Oehler's book 
can be recommended for the general reader in
terested in Minnesota history. 

R I V E R ' S S O U R C E 

The Itasca Story. By J O H N D O B I E . (Minneapolis, 

Ross and Haines, Inc. , 1959. ix, 202 p . Illus
trations. $4.00.) 

Reviewed by Elizabeth Bachmann 

T H I S BOOK provides an answer for all the 
hundreds of people who have loved I tasca Pa rk 
and wished tha t they could learn more about it. 
Mr . Dobie has spent many years gathering ma
terial about the park in the course of his work 
there as a research biologist for the division of 
game and fish of the Minnesota depar tment of 
conservation. Absorbed with the lore and beauty 
of the region and steeped in its history, he was 
the logical person to collect and correlate mate
rial about the park. This book is the satisfying 
result. 

Mr . Dobie has assembled many hi therto scat
tered bits of information concerning I tasca Park . 
Old residents provided interesting da ta regard
ing people and places. Each of the various divi
sions of the conservation depar tment — forestry, 
parks, game and fish — had valuable statistics 
in its files and records. The Minnesota Histor
ical Society provided a wealth of material . All 
were segments which, when fitted together, made 
The Itasca Story as told by M r . Dobie. 

"Lake I tasca was a gem lost in the wilderness 
until Henry R. Schoolcraft discovered it in 
1832," according to M r . Dobie. He notes t ha t 
earlier explorers failed to find the t rue source 
of the Mississippi because they looked for it 
north of Lake Bemidji, and he reports on the 
work of the first scientific observer to visit the 
I tasca area, Joseph N . Nicollet. 

The author then goes on to tell of early set
tlers, some of whom, like Theodore Wegmann, 
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Mart in Heinzelman, Ernes t Sauers, and John 
Stillwell, were known to people still living. I n 
surveying the early history of the region, Mr . 
Dobie gives due credit to Jacob V. Brower and 
others who labored for its preservation as a 
state park tha t all the people could enjoy. 

The scope of Mr . Dobie's s tudy is reflected 
in his chapter titles, which include "Building 
the Park , " " T h e Fores t ry Board Takes Over," 
" I tasca Timber ," "Wfldfife of the Pa rk , " " T h e 
Forest School and Biological Stat ion," and "Wil
derness Problems." "Park Finances," " P a r k 
Names ," and "Plants and Animals" are de
scribed in an appendix. Ear ly maps of the I tasca 
area and pictures of the country and people who 
figured in its history illustrate the book. 

W I S C O N S I N FORESTS 

Farms or Forests: Evolution of a State Land 

Policy for Northern Wisconsin, 1850-1932. 

By VERNON CARSTENSEN. (Madison, Univer

sity of Wisconsin College of Agriculture, 1958. 
130 p . Char ts , tables.) 

Reviewed by Clodaugh Neiderheiser 

I N T H I S small, paper-bound volume, succinctly 
writ ten and well-documented. Professor Car
stensen traces the trial and error process through 
which Wisconsin hammered out a land policy 
for its northern counties — agriculture only on 
lands suitable for agriculture, and reforestation 
and recreational uses for nonfarm lands. He de
scribes the a t t empts first a t t imber conservation 
through a "Sta te P a r k Reservation, ' ' set aside in 
1879 but sold as t imberlands some twenty years 
later, and then a t reforestation through es tab
lishment of a depar tment of forestry under Ed 
win M. Griffith in 1903. I t is noteworthy t h a t 
the 1897 legislature, which authorized sale of 
the "park l ands" and other state-owned t imber-
lands, also .set up a commission to formulate a 
plan to "protect and utilize" the forest resources 
of the state which resulted in establishment of 
the Wisconsin forestry depar tment . 

.After Griffith's forestry program met with 

initial, brief success, however, opposition began 

to arise from the agricultural interests which 
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insisted tha t northern Wisconsin s tump lands 
could be developed into productive farms and 
should not be set aside in nontaxpaying state 
forests. With the aid of anti-LaFollette con
servatives, and a ruling against the forestry 
amendment by the state Supreme Court, they 
were able to force GrifBth's resignation in 1915. 
Eventually, in the 1920s, faced by the rising 

costs of supplying roads and schools to families 
on isolated, tax-delinquent farms, and led by 
Oneida County , northern Wisconsin adopted 
zoning restrictions and paved the way for grad
ual reforestation of the cutover regions. 

Dr. Carstensen's fine presentation is enhanced 
by the delightful line drawings of Byron C. 
Jorns. 

. . . on the HISTORICAL HORIZON 
I N DISCUSSING the question " I t ' s History, 
But Is I t Li terature?" in the New York Times 
Book Review for April 26, George F . Kennan 
considers some of the problems tha t must be 
faced by the historian. After defining the "limits 
beyond which the historian has no right to go," 
the author notes tha t "The true mark of his 
trade is the fact tha t he accepts a set of rules 
far more rigorous and confining than those which 
govern the novelist or the poet. He cannot create 
the pieces of his puzzle; he must a t t empt to pu t 
it together from those tha t he finds lying 
around." Although Mr . Kennan points out tha t 
"The writing of history may lack the glamour 
and excitement of fiction," he concludes tha t 
"What is done in this quiet and disciplined realm 
can have, when it is done with honesty and in
sight and devotion, a dignity second to tha t of 
no other branch of writing." 

" T H E R E C O R D of a nation's beginnings, ac
complishments, and experience from 1770 on
ward" is crammed into the huge structure which 
houses the National Archives, according to Evan 
Hill, who describes the institution in the Satur
day Review for February 21. "The great build
ing is far from being a dead storage loft," he 
writes. "This is the strongbox of a nation, a 
well-organized, constantly used depository of a 
democracy's most exciting and valuable his
tory." There the archivist and "a staff of 250 
guard more than 775,000 cubic feet of priceless 
heritage — a mass of documents tha t would fill 
more than 100,000 four-drawer file cabinets and 
would extend for 150 miles." 

D R A W I N G largely upon " the words and artis
try of the men who first saw the land and did 
the deeds," the story of "How the West Was 
Won" is surveyed in seven successive weekly 
issues of Life from April 6 to M a y 18. The first 
installment, entitled "Opening a Land of Des
t iny," deals with explorers like Lewis and 

Clark, Zebulon M . Pike, and Stephen H . Long. 
Accounts of their exploits are illustrated with 
the work of early artists who "became both 
trail blazers and recorders of the new land," in
cluding George Catl in, Samuel Seymour, Charles 
Bodmer, and Alfred J. Miller. Of special Minne
sota interest is the installment published on 
M a y 4, which presents a brief account of the 
"Firs t Bloody Uprising of the Sioux" in Minne
sota in 1862. With it are reproduced in full color 
seven panels from John Stevens' panorama of 
the uprising, which is owned by the Minnesota 
Historical Society, as wefl as a photograph ot 
Stevens in his studio a t Rochester. 

U S E F U L to historians and genealogists alike are 
the Special Publications issued by the National 
Genealogical Society as reprints from its quar
terly. Number 17, for example, presents an essay 
on Genealogy, Handmaid of History, by Les
ter J. Cappon (9 p.); and Number 14, which 
deals with General Aids to Genealogical Re
search (50 p . ) , includes articles on "Genealogy 
and American Scholarship" by Wayne C. Grover, 
on "How the National Archives Can Aid Gen
ealogists" by Thomas M . Owen, Jr., and on 
"The Territorial Papers as a Source for the 
Genealogist" by Clarence E . Carter. Number 16, 
Special Aids to Genealogical Research in North
eastern and Central States (70 p . ) , includes spe
cific suggestions for research in the Midwest 
states of Iowa and Wisconsin. A symposium by 
various experts on Genealogical Research in 
German-Speaking Lands (23 p.) appears as 
Number 19 of the series; and suggestions for 
tracing the ancestry of Americans of Jewish 
Descent (10 p.) are offered by Malcolm H. 
Stern in Number 20. 

T H E T R A N S L A T E D letters of Norwegian im
migrants which were edited by Theodore C. 
Blegen and published in Land of Their Choice 
(1955) are now available in the original lan-
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guage. They appear in a volume of Amerikabrev 
recently issued in Norway (Oslo, 1958. 408 p . ) , 
once more under Dean Blegen's editorship. An 
introduction has been provided by Ingrid Sem-
mingsen, who has made a special s tudy of 
emigration from Norway. The final chapter is 
devoted largely to letters written by Norwegians 
who settled in Minnesota. 

AN A R T I C L E about the "Activities of a Swed
ish Emigrant Agent" by Olof Thorn appears in 
two installments in the January and April is
sues of the Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly. 
The narrat ive is based on papers found on a 
farm in Sweden once owned by August Larsson, 
who with his brothers ran an agency a t Gote-
borg in the 1870s and 1880s. Judging from the ex
amples cited by M r . Thorn, the coUection includes 
numerous letters from land agents in Minnesota, 
chiefly a t St. Paul and Minneapolis, as well as 
promotional items issued by Midwest railroads. 
A letter quoted in the second installment relates 
to some negotiations of 1887 with August Swan
son of Cloquet, who was seeking assistance for 
about fifty prospective emigrants still in Sweden. 
According to an introductory note, the Larsson 
manuscripts, which are preserved in the Provin
cial Archives of Goteborg, are the "only known 
papers of a Swedish emigrant agency." 

A U S E F U L survey of "A Half-Century of Mid-
dlewestern Fiction," contributed by John T . 
Flanagan to the Winter issue of Critique, deals 
with the period from 1900 to 1950. Prominent 
among the writers he discusses are three Minne
so t ans— Sinclair Lewis, O. E . Rolvaag, and F . 
Scott Fitzgerald. Another item of special Minne
sota interest in the issue is "West of the Missis
sippi: An Interview with Frederick Manfred," 
recorded a t his home near Minneapolis in July, 
1958, 

W I L L A R D P R I C E is the author of an article 
on "The Upper Mississippi" from Lake Itasca 
to Cairo, Illinois, published in the National Geo
graphic Magazine for November. In the first five 
hundred miles of its travels, writes Mr . Price, 
"Old M a n River grows up . " He describes the 
stream and its route, and presents historical 
and current information about traffic, t rade, and 
towns along its course. Among Minnesota com
munities mentioned are Little FaUs, the Twin 
Cities, and Winona. Of the forty-four photo
graphs which illustrate the narrative, more than 
half depict Minnesota scenes. 

S H I P P I N G D I S A S T E R S on the Great Lakes 
from 1880 to 1850 are described in The Sal
vager, a. recent work by Mary Frances Doner 

{Minneapolis, 1958. 312 p . ) . I t recounts the 
life of Captain Tom Reid and describes his long 
career as a salvager of wrecked vessels on the 
Great Lakes. Much of the narrat ive is based on 
the records of the company of which Captain 
Reid was the head. Among the Lake Superior 
disasters described is the wreck of the "Ma taa fa " 
a t the entrance of Dulu th Harbor in the au tumn 
of 1906. 

I N The Poor Hater (Chicago, 1958. 337 p . ) , 
William Ready has written a novel of Irish im
migration in the first half of the nineteenth 
century. One of the interesting projects of its 
hero. Park Leary, is to settle Irish immigrants 
in Minnesota and Canada. He travels to St. Paul 
and to Neepawanna (Winnipeg) a t the time of 
general unrest among the metis, only to be killed 
before his plans materialize. Historical names 
are generally disguised in the novel; however, 
there seems to be no reason for consistently mis
spelling Pembina. J O H N T . FLANAGAN 

H E N R Y M . R I C E , Governor Alexander R a m 
sey, Daniel A. Robertson, and other Minnesotans 
figure in an article on "John C. Breckinridge, 
Superior City Land Speculator," which Philip R. 
Cloutier contributes to the January Register of 
the Kentucky Historical Society. According to 
this account, Breckinridge began to invest in 
Wisconsin lands in 1854, when he was a Ken
tucky Congressman. His interest in Superior 
continued while he served as vice-president of 
the United States and long after the panic of 
1857 crushed the hopes of many speculators. 
The author has culled much of the information 
about land transfers and values presented in his 
narrative from the deed books of Douglas 
County, Wisconsin. 

B E F O R E the spring meeting of the Upper Mid
west History Conference, which was held at the 
College of Saint Teresa in Winona on April 11, 
Professor Robert P . Wilkins of the department 
of history in the University of Nor th Dakota at 
Grand Forks read a paper on the "Nonpar t isan 
League and Upper Midwest Isolationism." The 
discussion which followed was led by Professor 
Carl M. Chrislock of Augsburg CoUege, Minne
apolis. 

T H E North Dakota election ot 1900 is analyzed 
by D. Jerome Tweton in an article on "The 
Midwestern Immigrant and Politics: A Case 
Study," which appears in Mid-America for April. 
The author describes the roles of Norwegians, 
Germans, and Canadians in the election, and 
explains how Minnesota Senator Knu te Nelson 
foiled a plan devised by Nor th Dakota Republi-
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cans to use him in wooing Scandinavian votes. 
Mr. Tweton concludes that in general "politi
cians thought the ethnic group to be politically 
important" and that there was a "pattern to 
the foreign-born vote that followed ethnic Unes." 
He also suggests that "ethnic group identity" 
influenced immigrant votes. 

THE "Development of the Grange in Iowa, 
1868-1930" is discussed by Myrtle Beinhauer in 
the Annals of Iowa for April. The author touches 
upon the work of Oliver H. Kelley in establish
ing Iowa Granges and gives reasons why in 
1872 "over one-half the Granges in the entire 
United States" were in that state. 

THE construction of a Montreal canoe, "the 
fastest and most luxurious mode of travel known 
to the 'big bourgeois' of the fur trade," is de
scribed by D. A. Gillies in the March, 1958, issue 
of the Canadian Geographical Journal. Under 
the title "Canot du Maitre or Montreal Canoe," 
the author tefls how he supervised the building 
of such a craft in 1957 for permanent exhibition 
in the National Museum of Canada at Ottawa. 
A series of photographs illustrates major steps in 
producing the replica of the voyageurs' "express 
vehicle" without using metal or modern tools. 

THE M I N N E S O T A SCENE 

T H E R E S U L T S of fifty years of "s tudy of the 
evidence for and against the inscription" on the 
Kensington rune stone are presented by Hjal
mar R. Holand, the foremost exponent of its 
authenticity, in a book entitled A Holy Mission 
to Minnesota 600 Years Ago (Alexandria, 1959), 
The "mission," the author relates, was under
taken by "Sir Paul Knutson and his men, a t the 
command of their king," These Norsemen, 
Mr . Holand asserts, "sailed from Norway to 
America" and "pushed inland to the center of 
the continent," where "their trafl ends with an 
inscription chiseled on a rock." I n eleven un
paged sections, the writer reviews the stories of 
Norse exploration and of the discovery of the 
Kensington stone, discusses "Evidence on the 
Authenticity of the Inscription," describes physi
cal and written items tha t he believes sub
stantiate the writing on the stone, and outlines 
"Arguments Against the Inscription." He also 
devotes a section to Olaf Ohman, the Swedish 
settler on whose central Minnesota farm the 
stone was found. 

PROFESSOR Erik Wahlgren of the University 
of California at Los Angeles, the chief spokes
man against authenticity, reviews his arguments 

in an article on "The Case of the Kensington 
Rune Stone" in American Heritage for Aprfl, 
"On no possible score," concludes Mr . Wahl
gren, "can the Minnesota rune stone be accepted 
as ancient. And if it is not ancient, it is modern 
and thus a hoax, along with the Cardiff Giant 
and the Pil tdown skull." H e considers the stone 
as the "tangible record of a defightful hoax," 
which "deserves to be kept on exhibit a t Alex
andria as a permanent memorial of Scandinavian 
pioneers in the state of Minnesota ." He adds, 
however, tha t " the date is a little early — 536 
years early." Mr . Wahlgren has presented his 
conclusions in greater detail in his book on The 
Kensington Stone: A Mystery Solved, which 
was reviewed in the issue of this magazine for 
December, 1958. 

A M O N G the "Army Chaplains a t Frontier 
Posts, 1830-1860" discussed by Richard D. 
Gamble in the December Historical Magazine of 
the Protes tant Episcopal Church is the Rever
end Ezekial K, Gear of For t SneUing. His 
appointment under a Congressional act of 1838 
is noted, with quotations from a letter giving 
some of his reasons for accepting the post. Mr. 
Gamble relates t ha t in lieu of a chapel, at Fort 
Snelling in 1839 a "small room in one of the 
barracks was used for religious purposes," and 
tha t a t For t Ripley in the 1850s a "simple room 
decently fixed u p " served as a chapel. 

T H E Reverend John G. Riheldaffer was "the 
first Minnesotan to cope with juvenile delin
quency," according to Gare th Hiebert , who con
tributes a feature article on the "Sta te Education 
Pioneer" to the St. Paul Pioneer Press for Febru
ary 22, Stressed by the writer is Riheldaffer's 
work as superintendent of the state 's first reform 
school, a co-educational institution opened in 
1868 in buildings still occupied by Concordia 
College of St. Paul . The reform methods used 
by the pioneer educator, including a routine of 
classwork combined with physical labor in the 
school's fields, shops, and factories, "would be 
considered boldly progressive even in 1959," 
writes Mr . Hiebert . 

T H E C A R E E R of a Minnesota inventor is out
lined in an autobiographical Condensed Life 
History recorded and published by Edwin G. 
Staude (1959. 85 p.) . The writer reports that 
during the period from 1895 to 1958 he "in
vented and patented paper package making ma
chinery including adjustable high speed folding 
paper carton making machines which have a ca
pacity of 100,000 cartons . . per hour." A list 
of his patents , many of which were manufactured 
in St. Paul and Minneapolis, is included. 
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L E T T E R S and diaries of "German Witnesses of 
the Sioux Campaigns" of 1862-64 which were 
quoted in contemporary Minnesota newspapers 
are used by Hermann R. Rothfuss as the basis 
for an article in North Dakota History for Octo
ber. All were writ ten by soldiers who engaged in 
the war against the Sioux as members of the 
Sibley and Sully expeditions. Of special interest 
are extracts from a diary kept in June and July, 
1863, by Lieutenant Christian Exel of the Sixth 
Minnesota Volunteer Infant ry while he was 
engaged in a march westward from Camp Re
lease. 

T H E organization of "The Volksfest Association 
of Minnesota" is reported in the American-
German Review for April-May by Hildegard 
Binder Johnson, who explains tha t the recently 
incorporated association "grew out of the Ger
man-American Centennial Committee of Minne
sota." The author describes some of the activities 
of the organization, which plans to preserve the 
traditions, customs, and heritage of German-
speaking people in Minnesota. 

T H E C A R E E R of a former Minnesota governor, 
Jacob A. O. Preus, is the subject of an article 
by Willmar Thorkelson in the Minneapolis Star 
for August 27. The author describes Mr, Preus's 
political activities, focusing primarily upon his 
achievements as governor from 1920 to 1926, 
and includes information about his other inter
ests, especially in relation to the Lutheran 
Brotherhood Society. The article was published 
on the occasion of Mr . Preus's seventy-fifth 
bir thday. i 

F O R USE in ninth grade social studies classes, 
a booklet dealing with Minneapolis: Its People, 
History, Resources, and Government has been 
published by the Minneapolis Public Schools 
(1959. 137 p.) . I t presents in brief outline ma

terial on "Economic, Geography and Human 
Resources," "Cultural , Recreational, Health and 
Welfare Activities," "Educat ion," and "Govern
ment ." According to the foreword, the narrat ive 
brings together "pert inent historical, geographic, 
economic, governmental, and sociological knowl
edge about Minneapolis" compiled by Floyd 
Pearson. Some extremely short and not always 
accurate items about the city's history are in
cluded in the opening chapter. 

AN "Antiques Ki tchen" assembled for the 1958 
Minnesota State Fair has been set up at the 
Hennepin County Historical Society in Minne
apolis, according to Agnes Harrigan Mueller, 
who describes the exhibit in the Antiques Jour

nal for March . The kitchen was planned by Mrs . 
Lucile Dahl of Minneapolis. 

A DAY-BY-DAY record of events in the his
tory of Mar t in County from the 1850s to 1958 
has been compiled by Walter Carlson and pre
sented in a mimeographed booklet entitled This 
Day in Martin County (1958. 67 p.). I t was 
issued and "made available for newspapers and 
radio" by the Mar t in County Historical Society 
in collaboration with a local centennial com
mittee and veterans ' organization. Included is 
information on Indian battles, prominent local 
residents, the organization of townships, villages, 
and school districts, and the like. 

T H E O F F I C E of Dr. William J. Mayo a t the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester has become "one of 
the main tourist a t t ract ions" at the medical 
center, according to an article in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press for April 26. With the "help of 
photos taken of the room shortly before it was 
dismantled" about 1940, the office was restored 
by the chnic's historical committee in 1954. 

S E L E C T I O N S from the sketches by Gareth D . 
Hiebert published in the St. Paid Dispatch un
der the pseudonym "Oliver Towne" have been 
assembled in a little book entitled Saint Paul Is 
My Beat (1958, 154 p.) . Although the author 
states tha t these stories deal with the "lives and 
fortunes, buildings and streets of St. Paul as it 
looked to me in the beginning of the second half 
of the 20th century," many of his narratives 
delve into the city's past . A section on "Streets, 
Sights and Sounds," for example, includes ac
counts of St. Anthony Avenue as the "End of 
the Red River Trail ," of the "Old Fort Snelling 
Road" tha t is now West Seventh Street, of Sum
mit Avenue and its reminders of once-famous 
names, and of Jackson and Robert streets and 
the pioneers for whom they are named. Among 
the "Neighborhoods and Neighbors" described 
are Highwood, Grey Cloud Island, Lily Dale, 
Swede Hollow, Irvine Park, the Sibley House, 
the old Marke t Hall, and the Jefferson School. 
An end-paper map of St. Paul helps to orient 
the reader of this "whimsical behind-the-scene 
story of a city." 

T H E Ramsey County Historical Society's new 
agricultural museum located a t the Gibbs home
stead near St. Paul is described by Hal Quarfoth 
in the Minneapolis Star for April 2. Housed in 
a carriage shed of 1860-70 design, the museum 
displays early farm equipment, including such 
items as a thresher made in 1860, a breaking 
plow, a pota to hiller, a fanning mill, and a 
buggy dating from 1900. 
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A MOVEMENT to make the Mattocks School 
of St. Paul a historic site is described by Don 
Del Fiacco in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for 
April 26. The author indicates that the St. Paul 
board of education currently is dealing with the 
problem of "how adequately to preserve the 
school," which dates from 1870. 

A PICTURE of a "ladder system used in the 
early days by miners entering and leaving the 
steep Genoa open pit iron mine at Gilbert" ap
pears with a brief historical sketch of this Mesabi 
Range community in Skillings' Mining Review 
for April 11. Included is information about the 
mine, which was opened in 1896, and facts about 
the village, which was platted in 1907. 

"TO GIVE the traveler a quick glimpse or an 
introduction to the Scandinavian pioneer move
ment in Washington and Chisago counties," 
Theodore A. Norelius has prepared and pub
lished an illustrated booklet on Pioneer Traces 
in and Near Chisago Lakes Area (Lindstrom. 
18 p.). He undertakes only "to paint a broad, 
general picture of the northward movement as 
it began along that river of pioneers, the St. 
Croix," in the mid-nineteenth century. 

N E W S OF THE S O C I E T Y 

T H E F I R S T of five tours arranged by the so
ciety for the summer of 1959 was held on M a y 
17, with a total of 170 tourists participating. 
This unusually large group visited historic sites 
on the upper Mississippi, including Vasa, Welch, 
Red Wing, Frontenac, and Prairie Island. Lunch 
was served at the State Training School for 
Boys in Red Wing, where the tourists also saw 
the museum of the Goodhue County Historical 
Society. On Prairie Island they visited the In
dian community, as well as the site of the fort 
built there by Le Sueur in 1695. Other tours 
planned for the current season will go to Prairie 
du Chien, Galena, and Dubuque on June 13 and 
14: to the Red River Valley on July 18 and 19; 
to Winnipeg on August 15 and 16; and will 
cover the Twin Cities area on September 13. 
Since it has been impossible to charter an air
plane for the Winnipeg trip, as originally 
planned, the tour will be made by rail. 

F O R H I S A R T I C L E on "Sidney M . Owen: 
An Editor in Politics," published in the Decem
ber, 1958, issue of this magazine, Carl H . Chris
lock received the society's Solon J. Buck Award 
for 1958. This is the second time tha t Professor 
Chrislock has received the award, which carries 
with it a prize of fifty dollars and is given each 

year to the author of the best article appearing 
in the society's quarterly. The winner for 1958 
was selected by a committee consisting of Dean 
Merrill E . Jarchow of Carleton CoUege, Chair
man, Professor Winton Solberg of Macalester 
College, and the editor of the quarterly. Dean 
Jarchow presented the award a t the society's 
annual meeting on April 21. 

T H E SOCIETY'S M U S E U M on the third floor 
of the Historical Building has been completely 
redecorated, and many of the exhibits have 
been rearranged. Among the newly installed dis
plays is a Sioux War panorama of eleven panels 
painted at New Ulm by Anton Gag, Alexander 
Schwendinger, and Christian Heller, and first 
shown there early in 1893. This huge pictorial 
record of events in the Minnesota Indian upris
ing of 1862 was discovered and purchased at 
Poughkeepsie, New York, in 1955 by Mr . James 
Taylor Dunn , who later joined the society's staff 
as librarian and generously added the panorama 
to its collections in 1957. The pictures, which 
total a hundred and fifty feet in length, are the 
subject of a feature article by Don O'Grady in 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press for April 5. 

P O R T R A I T S and brief sketches of the society's 
president, Mr . Leonard Lamper t , Jr., of Minne
apolis, and a half dozen of his predecessors ap
pear in the Picture Magazine of the Minneapolis 
Tribune for April 19. The accompanying text 
points out tha t the society's thirty-three leaders 
during a hundred and ten years have included 
"governors, senators, generals, explorers, mer
chants, lawyers, clergymen, university presidents, 
and even a steamboat captain," 

C E N T E N N I A L activities conducted by the so
ciety during 1958 are reviewed briefly in the 
Final Report of the Minnesota Statehood Cen
tennial Commission, published in April (92 p.). 
Included are accounts of publications issued by 
the society in 1958, statistics on the use of its 
coUections, reports on the Fort Snelling archaeo
logical project and other historic sites developed 
during the year, and a note on the historic tours 
conducted during the summer months, 

AS T H I S ISSUE goes to press, several matters 
of importance to the society are stiU pending 
before the special session of the legislature. In 
addition to the appropriation for the next two 
years, these include bflls for the establishment 
of a state park a t old Crow Wing, near Brainerd, 
and for the creation of a s tate Civil War cen
tennial commission. The legislature's action on 
these mat ters wiU be reported in a future issue. 
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