








made his survey of Wisconsin, Iowa, and
Minnesota for the federal government in
the 1850s."

The most valuable sections of the Nar-
rative are those dealing with the Indians
of the region. Keating's contemporaries im-
mediately recognized the importance of
this material. Sparks considered that
“among the most interesting researches,
contained 1 these volumes, are those re-
lating to the aboriginal inhabitants of the
countries adjoining our frontiers.” The
writer for the Monthly Review stated the
opinion that “the most important part of
this ‘Narrative’ is that which relates to the
Indian population, in the countries through
which the expedition passed.” Years later
Joseph Sabin, in his monumental Diction-

" Manthly Review, 108:123; North American Re-
view, 21:183. For « brief account of Keating's geo-
logical ohservations, see George P, Merrill, “Contri-
butions to the History of American Geology,” in
United States National Museum, Reports, 1904, p.
274-276 (Washington, 1906).

" North American Review, 21:186; Monthly Re-
view, 108:116; Joseph Sabin, Dictionary of Books re-
lating to America, 9:398 (New York, 1877).

2 For biographical information on Keating, see J.
Percy Keating, “John Keating and His Forbears.” in
American Catholic Historical Society, Records, 29:324
(December, 1918); Louise Welles Murray, The Story
of Some French Refugees, 83 (Athens, Pennsylvania,
1903): and John H. Frederick, in Dictionary of Amer-
ican Biography, 10:276 (New York. 1933). Keating
himself describes his education in his Considerations
upon the Art of Mining, 40, 43 (Philadelphia, 1821).
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ary of Books relating to America, described
the Narrative as “almost a cyclopaedia of
material, relating to the Indians of the ex-
plored territory. Nothing escaped the at-
tention or record of the gentlemen who
accompanied the expedition; and their
statements respecting the Sioux and Chip-
peway tribes are among the most valuable
we have.” 12

KEATING, through whom Americans and
Europeans learned much of the Minnesota
country, was an interesting person in his
own right. Mineralogist, geologist, profes-
sor of chemistry, mining engineer, lawyer,
legislator, and railroad executive, he was
each of these things in a short span of forty
vears. He was born in Wilmington, Dela-
ware, August 11, 1799, and grew up in
Philadelphia. After graduating from the
Tniversity of Pennsylvania with the B.A.
degree in 1816, he spent three years in the
technical schools and mines of France,
Savoy, Germany, Switzerland, Holland,
Scotland, and England, studying geology,
mineralogy, chemistry, and mining engi-
neering.'* This would be a fine technical
education today, but in Keating’s time it
was exceptional. When he returned home
in 1820 he was one of the best trained sci-
entists in the United States — perhaps the
nation’s one and only professional mining
engineer,
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