
Some NEIV B O O K S in Review 

The McLoughlin Empire and Its Rulers: Doctor 

John McLoughlin, Dr. David McLoughlin, 

Marie Louise (Sister St. Henry). An Account 

of Their Personal Lives, and of Their Parents, 

Relatives and Children; in Canada's Quebec 

Province, in Paris, France, and in the West of 

the Hudson's Bay Company. By BURT B R O W N 

BARKER. (Glendale, California, The Arthur 
H. Clark Company, 1959. 370 p . Illustra
tions. $12.50.) 

Reviewed by Dorothy O. Johansen 

F A M I L Y L E T T E R S and documents which give 
new dimension to the story and personality of 
Dr. John McLoughlin, Nor "Wester from 1803 to 
1821 and chief factor of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany in its Columbia depar tment from 1824 to 
1845, are here brought together. The correspond
ence which passed between him and his family 
reveal him, M r . Barker points out, "as father, 
brother, and uncle, without the Olympian compo
sure and granite serenity t ha t frequently have 
obscured the man ." Other evidence has sug
gested his reported appearance of composure and 
serenity was a guise ot office rather than a true 
expression of an inner calm. These letters ex
plain, in par t , why he needed such a tagade. 

A strong feeling of obligation to help support 
his brother David in his s tudy ot medicine held 
John McLoughlin to his assignment with the 
North West Company a t For t William and in 
the Red River country, even though he admit ted 
he preferred "living on potatoes and milk" to 
living "in this country." The few letters writ ten 
during his service in the region throw no ad
ditional light on its history nor on the crises 
incident to the competitive situation in which 
McLoughlin worked. Similarly his letters from 
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For t Vancouver are not concerned with affairs of 
state nor the conditions of the country, but 
rather with family worries. The chief of these 
was the education of his children. From an ex
change of letters between Dr. McLoughlin and 
his uncle. Dr . Simon Fraser, and among Dr . 
Fraser, his son, and McLoughlin's son, John, 
emerges the tragic theme of the chief factor's 
family life. John junior was a problem child in 
an otherwise ordered family. 

While Mr . Barker 's ascription of "empires" 
and rulership to members of the McLoughlin 
family may be a bit far-fetched, the letters do 
reveal personalities of wide-ranging abilities, of 
stubborn pride, quick tempers, and sometimes 
overweening ambitions. The careers of the chief 
factor's brother David, a surgeon of renown in 
Louis Phihppe's Paris, and of his sister Mary 
Louise, Mother Superior St. Henry of the Ursu-
line convent in Quebec, as well as Dr. John M c 
Loughlin's career in the Columbia department 
indicate something of the aspirations and accom
plishments of the family. 

John INlcLoughlin, Jr., shared the strengths 
and the weaknesses of his father, uncle, and 
aunt . He was handicapped by too much direc
tion from all of them, and, further, by a lack of 
the virtues which his father extolled as primary 
to success — steadiness and determination. At 
times a pathetic figure, always to the reader of 
these letters an exasperating one, this boy in 
whose veins flowed one-quarter Indian blood 
was the cause of his father's greatest grief and 
generally of the family's continuous worry. 

Efforts to make John a "gentleman" did not 
succeed, inasmuch as he failed to become a doc
tor or to enter an occupation superior to those 
provided by " the Country, ' ' which was, for him, 
synonymous with a minor role in the fur trade. 
Sent back to Canada in disgrace from Paris, 
where he had studied briefly with his Uncle 
David, he failed to matriculate at McGill Uni
versity. The common complaint of those who 
tried to guide him, and at the same time protect 
Dr . McLoughlin's generous investment in his 
education, was tha t he was irresponsible and 
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tha t his excesses and extravagances were beyond 

their power to control, despite their best efforts. 

The one gesture the "poor boy,' ' as he was re

ferred to by his aunt , the mother superior, made 

to independence of action was a t best quixotic, 

in any other light, fantastic. In company with 

other mixed-blood sons of officials in the fur 

trade, in the summer of 1836 he joined "Gen

eral" James Dickson's Army of Liberation for 

the Indian Nations. His only articulated pur

pose in doing so was the anticipation of becom

ing an officer, replete with epaulet and sword, 

in the founding of Dickson's projected state in 

California. John's brief letters fill in a few de

tails of the adventure otherwise full}' chronicled 

in Mar t in McLeod's Diary, published in Minne

sota History, 4:354-418. En route to the Red 

River to call up the metis and Indians, the ex

pedition of sixty, including some Americans, was 

reduced to twenty. Enduring to the last, how

ever, were the young men who sought this means 

of establishing themselves in a society otherwise 

hostile to their ambitions. Their taste for adven

ture more than satisfied by their experiences on 

Lake Superior and in crossing the prairie, some 

of them succumbed to wily Governor George 

Simpson's offer of safe berths as clerks in the 

Hudson's Bay Company. John was sent to the 

Columbia, where for several years he worked 

satisfactorily under the watchful eye of his 

father. Placed in charge of the dangerous post 

on the isolated Stikine, John was murdered by 

his own men in 1841. 

Mr . Barker is to be commended for his intro

duction, which unfolds the relationships of the 

various individuals concerned in the letters and 

documents. This volume is, indeed, a monument 

to the author 's loving persistence through many 

years to bring together every scrap of evidence 

tha t might further reveal his hero. Dr. John 

McLoughlin, chief factor. 

H I G H P L A I N S T R I B E S 

Indians of the High Plains from the Prehistoric 
Period to the Coming of Europeans. By 
GEORGE E . HYDE. (Norman, University ot 

Oklahoma Press, 1959. xiii, 231 p. Illustra
tions, maps. $4.00.) 

Reviewed by John C. Ewers 

FOR A C E N T U R Y and a half the pat tern of 

Indian occupation of the High Plains during the 

long interval between the explorations of Co-

ronado and those of Lewis and Clark has re

mained one of the most complex and least 

understood major problems in the history of the 

trans-Mississippi West. Now ]\lr. Hyde, whose 

more than fifty years of pat ient research en

titles him to recognition as the dean of Plains 

Indian historians, has provided the first compre

hensive account of the dynamic history of inter

tribal conflicts and tribal movements on the 

High Plains between 1541 and 1804. This book 

represents his mature evaluation of the many 

contemporary and often conflicting references 

to and descriptions of the Western Plains In

dians appearing in Spanish, French, and English 

documents of the period, as well as his interpre

tations of the reports of archaeologists who have 

explored protohistoric and early historic camp 

and village sites in this region during the past 

th i r ty years. 

From Mr . Hyde's studies of these many and 

varied sources, there emerges a history of the 

struggle for power and territory on the High 

Plains tha t involved Athapascan, Caddoan, Sho-

shonean, Kiowan, Alkonkian, and Siouan speak

ing tribes. I n these early conflicts indirect 

European influences played roles of decisive 

importance. Especially during the century pre

ceding Lewis and Clark's explorations, the acqui

sition of horses and firearms and the spread of 

white men's plagues strongly affected the course 

of intertribal conflicts and tribal movements in 

the vast grasslands. 

From Coronado's time until the early eight

eenth century the Apache tribes dominated the 

High Plains south of the Pla t te . Their acquisi

tion of horses helped them to hold the region 

from Texas and New Mexico northward to west

ern Nebraska and to resist the incursions of less 

mobile tribes from the East . But early in the 

eighteenth century well-mounted Shoshoneans 

crossed the Rockies and began to make life 

miserable for the Apache. The Comanche ob

tained trade guns and relentlessly pushed the 

Apache southward. Meanwhile, their kinsmen, 

the Snakes, moved eastward farther north and 

took over much of present Wyoming and Mon

tana. They raided as far east as the Black Hills 
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and nor thward to the valley ot the Saskatch
ewan. By 1750 the Comanche had replaced the 
Apache as the dominant power on the Southern 
Plains. Bu t the Snakes were beset by strong, 
westward moving Algonkian and Siouan tribes. 
Lacking firearms and weakened by the smallpox 
epidemic of 1780-81, the Snakes were driven 
westward by gun-toting, mounted Blackfoot, 
Gros Ventres, and Crow Indians . By 1800 most 
of the Snakes had retreated beyond the Rockies, 
and their former hunt ing grounds on the Plains 
came into the possession of the Blackfoot, Gros 
Ventre, Arapaho, Cheyenne, Crow, and Teton 
Dakota — nomadic tribes which were to remain 
militant powers on the High Plains until the 
end of buffalo days and their confinement upon 
reservations. 

Historians and anthropologists will question 
some of the details of Mr . Hyde 's account, espe
cially his courageous efforts to identify some of 
the little-known tribes, vaguely described and 
given strange names by early European explor
ers and traders. Nevertheless, I believe the au
thor's general outline of High Plains history 
during this long and crucial period is essentially 
correct. 

E X P L O R I N G T R A D E R 

Adventures of Zenas Leonard, Fur Trader. 

Edited by J O H N C . E W E R S . (Norman, Uni
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1959. xxxv, 172 
p. Il lustrations, map . $4.00.) 

Reviewed by John Francis McDermott 

I N A P R I L , 1831, Zenas Leonard, a restless 
young man from Pennsylvania, set out from St. 
Louis as clerk of a fur-trading expedition to the 
Rocky Mounta ins . After a winter's t rapping on 
the Laramie, his employers dissolved partner
ship and for more than a year Leonard roamed 
the mountains as a free trapper. Meeting Cap
tain Benjamin Bonneville a t the Green River 
rendezvous in July, 1833, he joined this par ty 
and was sent overland to California as clerk to 
Captain Joseph R. Walker, Bonneville's lieu
tenant. On their re turn to Bear River a year 
later, Leonard hunted and trapped for Bonne-
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ville in the Crow country on the Yellowstone 
and Wind rivers, returning to Missouri with 
Captain Bonneville in August, 1835. 

During his travels Leonard kept a diary, a 
portion of which was stolen by Indians. Within 
a few years of his return home, however, re
peated requests for the story of his adventures 
— and though modestly told they were indeed 
exciting — led him to publish a complete ac
count in 1839. Although reprinted several times 
in limited editions, his Adventures has remained 
a rare book. Once more the University of Okla
homa Press has done a real service in making 
available a narrat ive long recognized as of first 
importance in the history of the fur trade and 
as a significant document of Western explora
tion. 

In an excellently compact introduction, Mr . 
Ewers has summed up the history of the fur 
trade on the upper waters of the Missouri from 
the transfer of Louisiana until Leonard arrived 
to share in it. The narrative has been annotated 
with the care and discretion we expect from such 
an expert. This twenty-eighth volume in the 
Oklahoma publisher's American Exploration and 
Travel Series is appropriately illustrated, has a 
map, is indexed, and is dressed in the at tract ive 
format customary with the books issued by this 
press. 

C A N A D A I N P I C T U R E S 

The Face of Early Canada: Pictures of Canada 

Which Have Helped to Make History. By F . 
S T . GEORGE SPENDLOVE. (Toronto, The Ryer-

son Press, 1958. xxi, 162 p. Illustrations. 
$8.50.) 

Reviewed by Bertha L. Heilbron 

T H E U S E R who expects the content of this 
book to be as inclusive as its title will be disap
pointed. Actually, the work is based upon the 
pictures in the Sigmund Samuel Canadiana Col
lection of the Royal Ontario Museum in To
ronto, of which the author is curator. Much of 
the text is in catalogue form, and all the illus
trations are drawn from the magnificent, though 
highly specialized, collection which has been 
entrusted to Mr . Spendlove's care. 
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In his preface, the author announces his pur

pose — "to offer an outline, brief bu t possibly 

a stimulus to thought , of the most widely-dis

tr ibuted and characteristic pictures of early 

Canada, of the conditions under which they 

were produced, and of the personalities of the 

artists who first drew them." Although he notes 

t ha t most of the important early pictures are 

prints — line engravings, etchings, aquatints , 

mezzotints, and lithographs — he does occasion

ally give at tent ion to a water color or an oil. 

"Portrai ts are not included, as belonging more 

to the field of biography," Mr, Spendlove begins 

his study with 1556, when Ramusio's plan of 

the Indian village of Hochelaga was published, 

and ends with 1867, the year of Canadian con

federation. He notes tha t the pictures of Canada 

produced during this period "'were largely topo

graphical and were usually done by artists from 

Europe." I t was not until after confederation 

tha t a "truly Canadian a r t " evolved. 

Some of the seventeen chapters into which 

Mr. Spendlove divides his book are concerned 

with the work of individual artists; others em

phasize the pictorial records of a city or a 

province. A chapter on "Prints of Toronto" 

deals largely with those produced by Currier 

and Ives and William Armstrong. Another is 

devoted mainly to Edwin Whitefield's prints of 

Canadian cities. The work of Cornelius Kreig-

hoff is given a separate chapter. The illustra

tions produced by Henry J . Warre for Captain 

M . Vavasour's narrative of their Oregon expedi

tion of 1846, including one of Fort Garry, and 

six prints of the Red River country based on the 

work of Peter Rindisbacher are listed with var

ious other items in a single chapter. For Minne

sotans, the latter have far more interest than 

most of the pictures considered in this book. Of 

local significance, too, is the author 's sketch of 

Whitefield, whose numerous water colors and 

prints of the Minnesota country in the 1850s 

are well known. 

A hundred and twenty-two of the pictures dis

cussed are reproduced in a pictorial section 

which follows the text, and six color plates are 

scattered throughout the volume. A bibliography 

and a special index of authors, engravers, and 

publishers add to the usefulness of the work. 

Although the book will prove helpful to all who 

are concerned with visual records of Canada, it 

in no way fills the need for a pictorial history of 

the northern Dominion. 

E X P A N D I N G U N I V E R S I T Y 

University of the Northern Plains: A History 
of the University of North Dakota, 1883-1968. 
By LOUIS G. GEIGER. (Grand Forks, The Uni

versity of North Dakota Press, 1958. xiv, 491 
p. Illustrations. $5.00.) 

Reviewed by Jean A. Brool<ins 

THIS DIAMOND anniversary volume recounts 
how a Midwestern university clung to the ideal 
of classical education for seventy-five years and 
adapted it to the needs of an agrarian state. Or
ganized chronologically, Mr. Geiger's narrative 
begins at the time the university was founded 
on a barren, sparsely settled frontier and con
tinues to 1958, when, he says, the school emerged 
into "maturity" and an era of "expanding in
tellectual leadership and service." In some detail, 
the author describes the struggles ot North Da
kota educators at the university to cope with 
economic depressions, political controversy, wars, 
and internal dissension. His appraisal of each of 
the school's presidents is candid, and he makes 
no attempt to gloss over any embarrassing con
flicts or irresponsible actions. 

Mr. Geiger has tried to weave several threads 
into the fabric of the book. These, in his own 
words, are the "effect of the general trends in 
higher education upon this particular institu
tion, the aims and ideals of the University and 
those who support it, the University's role in the 
educational system of North Dakota, the influ
ence of the University upon the lite and devel
opment ot the state, the impact ot North Dakota 
political and economic conditions upon the Uni
versity, and the life of the University itself." 
The result ot his efforts is not as austere as one 
might expect; it is a readable, sometimes humor
ous narrative, which will probably find its most 
appreciative audience among the students, fac
ulty, and graduates of the school. 

Minnesotans often will find familiar names 
among those of important personalities in the 
North Dakota university's story; learned men in 
our own state — notably William W. Folwell, 
Cyrus Northrop, and Lotus D. Coffman — are 
also mentioned as figures who influenced educa
tional circles ot Minnesota's sister state. 

Mr. Geiger has included a helpful biblio-
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graphical note on source materials in his work, 
which he completes with appendixes ot pert inent 
documents and an index. 

D E N O M I N A T I O N A L H I S T O R Y 

God Giveth the Increase: The History of the 

Episcopal Church in North Dakota. By R O B 
ERT P , W I L K I N S and WYNON,^ H . W I L K I N S . 

(Fargo, Nor th Dako ta Ins t i tu te for Regional 
Studies, 1959. xiv, 208 p . Illustrations. 
$4.00.) 

Reviewed by F. Sanford Cutler 

A L T H O U G H this book has ably fulfilled the 
normal task of a diocesan history in presenting 
a factual record ot the development of the Epis
copal church in Nor th Dakota , it has also per
formed a far greater service by organizing the 
tacts into a readable and well-organized story. 
Not only are the many obstacles facing the 
growth of the church in the state carefully an
a lyzed— including the inhospitable climate, crop 
failures and agricultural depressions with their 
effects upon an already inadequate budget, and 
the scattered population, a large proportion of 
which was already affiliated with other churches 
— but there is a candid discussion of the lack of 
support from the rest of the church and the 
parallel failure of members within the district to 
a t t empt to pay their own way. The fact tha t 
the district did not minister adequately to In
dians, in contrast to the situation in Minnesota 
and South Dakota , is also discussed, as is the 
ever-continuing shortage of clergy. 

Anyone who still believes the fiction tha t the 
Episcopal church is wedded to political conserv
atism will be disillusioned by this book, for the 
authors point out the heavy influence of the 
Social Gospel among the clergy of Nor th Da
kota. The Reverend Paul Jones, -n'ho had been 
forced to resign as bishop of U tah because of 
his opposition to World War I , was invited to 
preach in the district, and the Church League 
for Industr ial Democracy was fairly active there. 
Individual priests seem to have been openly 
sympathetic to the various protest movements, 
and on occasion to have actively participated in 
them. 
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Minnesotans will find many familiar names in 
the story. The first prayer book service in the 
territory was conducted by a layman, Nathaniel 
P . Langford of St. Paul , a member of the Fisk 
expedition. The first clergyman to officiate was 
the Reverend Joseph Gilfillan, also a Minne
sotan. Enmegahbowh, the Indian priest who 
played a major role in Minnesota 's Episcopal 
history, helped set up a mission among the Tur
tle Mounta in Chippewa. Four sons of the Rev
erend Solomon Burleson, who had been led into 
the ministry b j ' Bishop Henry B. Whipple, be
came priests and served in Nor th Dakota . Bish
ops James D . Morrison and Stephen E. Keeler 
administered the district during vacancies in the 
episcopate. The present bishop, the Reverend 
Richard Emery, is a Minnesota product, and his 
predecessor had been rector of St. Clement's 
Church, St. Paul , for thirteen years at the time 
of his election. 

In addition to nearly a hundred illustrations, 
there are brief biographies of most of the clergy 
who have served in the district and of the key 
laymen. The bibliography is extensive; the au
thors have utilized manuscript collections not 
only within their state, but in the Church His
torical Society in Austin, Texas, and in St. Paul , 
where they consulted the important group of 
Whipple Papers owned by the Minnesota His
torical Society. 

M I N O R I T Y G R O U P 

The Jews in Minnesota: The First Seventy-five 

Years {American Jewish Communal Histories, 

no. 3). By W. GUNTHER P L A U T . (New York, 

American Jewish Historical Society, 1959. xii, 
347 p . $5.75.) 

Reviewed by Carlton C. Qualey 

T H E A U T H O R of this work has given us the 
first adequate history of the Jewish element in 
the population of Minnesota. The volume is 
based on extensive research in previously unused 
manuscript sources, most of them located in 
the manuscript division ot the Minnesota His
torical Society. The largest single body ot such 
materials is the Hiram D . Frankel Papers, of 
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which the author used a substantial par t , but 
not all. The item in the bibliography does not 
indicate t ha t a considerable par t of this collec
tion remains uncatalogued and untouched. For 
the purposes of this volume, however, which car
ries the story only to about 1920, sufficient ma
terial may have been used from these papers. 
Greater care might have been exercised in the 
listing of sources. Otherwise, the indications are 
tha t Rabbi Plaut has been highly conscientious 
in searching out new materials, in using the 
manuscript census schedules, and in utilizing 
newspaper, periodical, and other published items, 
and tha t he has employed the interview tech
nique carefully and to good effect. 

The volume consists of forty-one short chap
ters, an appendix, a glossary of names, and an 
index. There are no illustrations. I t would have 
been interesting to have a location map of the 
three centers ot Jewry — Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
and Dulu th — to indicate where these people 
tended to concentrate. 

After an initial description of Minnesota ter
ritorial conditions, Rabbi Plaut proceeds to the 
coming of the first Jews, and the story for a 
time is virtually a series of biographical sketches. 
The organization of Mount Zion congregation in 
1856 broadens the story, however, and in the 
post-Civil War era the coming of the Eastern 
European Jews in large numbers changed the 
character of the Jewish communities to more 
self-conscious population elements. Rabbi Plaut 
brings out the significant differences between 
the St. Paul community, which was fairly well 
integrated into the city life, and the Minne
apolis group, which suffered far more from ex
clusion and anti-Semitism. Much attention is 
given to the developing relig'ious lite, especially 
the divergence of reform and orthodox practices, 
and to the organization of new congregations. 
The large Jewish community in Duluth is given 
adequate coverage, but the author admits tha t 
he has found meager source material for the 
smaller communities of the state. The lively role 
of the Jews in Minnesota's cultural life is dem
onstrated. Emphasized throughout the volume 
is the contribution ot individuals, especially 
rabbis. Although some attention is given to the 
relationships of the Jews to other religious 
groups, the t reatment in general is focused 
largely on the Jewish communities themselves. 
This is perhaps an inevitable limitation in such 
a study. 

In general, Rabbi Plaut has made a notable 
contribution to our knowledge of the Jews of 
Miimesota. Although the larger mat te r of accul
turat ion of the Jews in Minnesota 's population 
and life is not given adequate t rea tment here, a 
long and overdue step has been taken toward a 
definitive study of this important element in the 
history of the state. 

G E O L O G I C A L H I S T O R Y 

The Geology of Cook County, Minnesota (Min
nesota Geological Survey, Bulletins, no. 39). 
By FRANK F . G R O U T , ROBERT P . SHARP, 

GEORGE M . SCHW.\RTZ. (Minneapolis, The 

University of Minnesota Press, 1959. xvi, 163 
p. Illustrations, maps, plates. $4.00.) 

Reviewed by June Drenning Holmquist 

SCHOLARS interested in northern Minnesota 
will welcome this report on the complex geology 
of Cook County. As the latest in the series of 
Bulletins issued over the years by the Minnesota 
Geological Survey, the work is a fitting monu
ment to the late Professor Grout, whose studies 
of the northeasternmost county in the state be
gan in 1913 and continued intermittently until 
1956. In a brief "Foreword," Professor Schwartz 
pays tr ibute to the senior author who devoted 
most of a lifetime to "this remote and compara
tively wild area" on Lake Superior's North 
Shore. 

Very little information is in print on Cook 
County as a unit, al though the portion of it ly
ing along the Minnesota-Ontario boundary has 
received at tention from historians, and various 
aspects ot the border area's geology have been 
treated in earlier Bulletins. As might be ex
pected, the bulk of the authors ' space in the 
present work is deyoted to chapters on Cook 
County's "General Geology," its "Glacial Geol
ogy," and to township-by-township discus
sions. This geological detail is welcome, for the 
only previous description of the county appears 
in the fourth volume of Newton H. Winchell's 
Geology of Minnesota, published in 1899. Much 
has been learned in the interval, and it is pleas
ant to have up-to-date geological da ta between 
the covers of a single volume. For users of the 
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book who are dismayed by technical data , the 
authors have thoughtfully provided a "Summary 
of the Geological History of Cook County ," 
tracing its evolution through volcanic action and 
erosion to the glacial period tha t ended ten thou
sand years ago. 

The authors express the hope tha t the report 
"will be useful in the development ot the coun
ty ," which a t present depends upon its forest 
resources and resort business as " the main 
sources of revenue." To this end, they offer an 
interesting chapter on "Economic Geology," in 
which they discuss the presence of such minerals 
as iron, copper, nickel, cobalt, and anorthosite — 
a future "potential source of a luminum." Also 
reviewed are the area's gravel and sand deposits, 
its soil, its unexcelled water supply in Lake Su
perior, and its forest resources. In addition, the 
report summarizes considerable general informa
tion on the county and includes an excellent 
chapter on "General Features ," which deals with 
the lakes, rivers, hills, and climate ot the area. 

No fewer than sixteen large plates detailing 
township and glacial features, the general geol
ogy ot the county, the sequence ot lava flows 
along the Nor th Shore, and the formations of 
the Gunflint iron-ore district are folded into a 
pocket in the back of the book. Other township 
maps, as well as more than thir ty well-chosen 
illustrations and tables, appear in the text. 

S T E A M L O C O M O T I V E S 

Steam's Finest Hour. Edi ted by DAVID P . M O R 
GAN. (Milwaukee, Kalmbach Publishing Com
pany, 1959. 127 p . Il lustrations. $15.00.) 

Reviewed by Frank P. Donovan, Jr. 

T H I S IS a paean to the steam locomotive of 
North America in picture and text. I t covers the 
"modern" steam engine from 1922, when W. E . 
Woodard designed a Lima-built Mikado-type 
locomotive, to the glory of steam a tew years 
back, and the almost "steamless" present. Mr . 
Morgan suggests 1922 as the turning point. Be
fore tha t date emphasis was on bigger engines; 
later it was on better , though not necessarily 
larger, longer, or heavier engines. 

MR. DONOVAN, a frcc-lance writer residing in 
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The "heroes" of this book are the products of 
American, Baldwin, and Lima locomotive works. 
The pride of each is paraded before the reader 
with the loving care and affection others may 
bestow on flesh and blood horses. Yet for all its 
nostalgia, one retrains from mentioning locomo
tives as "iron horses," for it would be most in
appropriate in this volume. The contemporary 
steam engine is as different from the old Ameri
can type, which linked the country in 1869, as 
is the Model-T Ford from its fluid drive suc
cessor. 

Once having stated his thesis, Mr . Morgan 
unfolds his steam panorama region by region. 
All significant developments in modern engine 
refinements are covered with carefully weighted 
emphasis. Each of the seven regional chapters 
begins with a meaty two-page introduction. Rep
resentative king-size photographs follow — ac
tion shots on the left, side views with dimensions 
on the right. There is also a penult imate section 
on modern power in Canada and Mexico fol
lowed by a chapter on the "last word" in steam 
switchers. 

Minnesota readers will find considerable mate
rial on their state in the sections on the Middle 
West and the West. What steam lover can for
get the majestic Northerns ot the Northern Pa
cific on the "longest coal-burning locomotive run 
in the world" from St. Paul to Missoula, Mon
tana? The Great Northern, too, is featured with 
its homemade Simple Articulated 2-8-8-2, un
matched by any other locomotive of its type in 
tractive power. And there were the Milwaukee 
Road's fleet Atlantics, whose seven-foot driving 
wheels sped the "Hiawathas" at better than a 
hundred miles per hour on the hotly competitive 
Twin Cities-Chicago run. One can go on to re
call the rebuilt Mikados of the Minneapolis and 
St. Louis, coming from the road's Cedar Lake 
shops; the thirty-six Texas-type engines of the 
Chicago Great Western, first of their kind in the 
Midwest; and the Omaha Road 's beautiful 
4-8-4s, proclaimed in 1929 the "largest dual-
service locomotives in the world." 

Mr, Morgan's book refiects good research and 
scholarly production slanted for the railroad fan 
and especially the steam locomotive enthusiast. 
But it should also have appeal for the historian 
and business writer. The general reader may 
balk a t some of the technical items and wish for 
more photographs of an esthetic nature , rather 
t han those depicting a type of power. The elon-
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gated format, eleven by sixteen inches in size, 
permits large illustrations showing motive power 
in considerable detail. 

W O R K I N G BY H A N D 

Vanishing Crafts and Their Craftsmen. By R O L 
LIN C. STEINMBTZ and CHARLES S . R I C E . (New 

Brunswick, New Jersey, Rutgers University 
Press, 1959. 160 p. Illustrations. $4.75.) 

Reviewed by James Taylor Dunn 

T H I S SMALL BOOK, illustrated with many 
photographs, considers a tew of the family crafts 
being practiced today in Pennsylvania and New 
York. The authors give us not a "how-to-do-it" 
volume, but a series of personal interviews which 
stress the "why. ' ' The book could well be used 
as a model for a similar work or for a series of 
newspaper articles on small businesses and han
dicrafts now being carried on in Minnesota. For 
example, there are still numerous one-room 
schoolhouses in the state. St. Paul has, among 
others, a custom shoemaker, an old-fashioned 
blacksmith, and a Swedish glass cutter. 

Undoubtedly, similar examples could be found 
elsewhere in the state. Hand skills, as a means 
ot employment, although fast disappearing from 
the contemporary scene, are perhaps not quite 
as forgotten as they appear to be in our age of 
mass production. One writer has pointed out 
tha t the farm family is no longer fed, clothed, 
shod, sheltered, and warmed ''wholly from the 
products gathered from within its own fence 
line." Nevertheless, in Minnesota, especially 
among Scandinavian immigrant families, such 
self-containment is certainly within the memory 
ot a generation only once removed from our 
own. 

C A T L I N ' S C A R T O O N S 

THE PICTURES painted by George CatHn 
while traveling "in South America and along the 
coast of North America west of the Rocky 
Mountains" in the 1850s and 1860s are featured 
in a recent work published by the University of 
Oklahoma Press as the fitty-fitth volume in its 
Civilization of the American Indian Series. The 
work, which bears the title George Catlin: Epi-

MR. DUNN is librarian of the Minnesota Histori
cal Society. 

sodes from Life Among the Indians and Last 
Rambles (Norman, 1959. xxv, 357 p. $12.50.), 
consists of extracts from books first issued in 
1861 and 1866 and from a catalogue of 1871 — 
"all of Catlin's published writings of any im
portance dealing with his last travels in the 
Americas" — as well as "152 scenes and portraits 
by the artist" produced in the same period. Al
though the title page credits Marvin C. Ross 
with editing the book, he appears to have done 
little more than select the material here re
printed and provide a brief introduction for the 
w^ork. His function seems to have been that of 
a compiler, rather than an editor, since he has 
furnished neither annotation nor introductory 
notes for Catlin's text. The book's chief value 
doubtless stems from the tact that here, "for the 
first time,'' Catlin's "later on-the-spot work is 
. . illustrated as a whole." With one exception, 
the paintings reproduced are from the "Cartoon 
Collection," painted on Bristol board, rather 
than canvas, now owned by the American Mu
seum of Natural History in New York. Al
though they are intended to illustrate the narra
tives reprinted in the present work, the pictures 
appear in a separate section at the back of the 
book. A painting of three Crow Indians, repro
duced in color as a frontispiece and on the 
jacket, is from the Henry E. Huntington Library 
and Art Gallery at San Marino, California. 

B.L.H. 

R A I L R O A D T A L E S 

THE CAREER of Harry Bedwell, Last of the 
Great Railroad Storytellers, is reviewed by 
Frank P. Donovan, Jr., in a little book recently 
issued by Ross and Haines (Minneapolis, 1959. 
119 p.). Since his subject's career centered 
largely in Iowa and states farther west, Mr. 
Donovan's narrative deals chiefly with these 
areas and with the Burlington Road, for which 
Bedwell worked. The latter's experiences in rail
roading are reflected in a book ot fiction and 
some seventy short stories and articles, which 
give him an important "place in the railroad 
school ot literature." Before assessing "Bedwell's 
contribution to specialized writing and to Ameri
cana," Mr. Donovan presents a "brief resume of 
the Railroad School." He also stresses Bedwell's 
contribution in recording the "folkways of rail
roading." A bibliography ot "Bedwell's Published 
Works," as well as a "General Bibliography," are 
provided for the reader's convenience. 
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. . . on the HISTORICAL HORIZON 
VOLUME 24 of the Territorial Papers of the 
United States, compiled and edited by Clarence 
E. Carter , is composed of documents relating to 
the Territoi-y of Florida from 1828 t o 1834 
(Washington, 1959). Although the work could 
hardly be expected to include material ot Nor th
west interest, it does contain references to some 
of the individuals who figmed in Minnesota 's , as 
well as Florida's, history. There are, for example, 
numerous letters to and from as well as mentions 
of Lewis Cass, who became secretary of war in 
1831, and material of value for the s tudy ot 
Thomas L. McKenney as commissioner ot In
dian affairs. I n a letter of July 17, 1828, the 
latter is commended by Governor William P . 
DuVal for "his knowledge of the Indian Char
acter, habits and Manners , " which "bet ter 
qualify him for effecting the views of the Gov ' 
in relation to these unfortunate people than any 
other man I have ever known." 

I T WAS the "fur t rader in the wilderness, mak
ing allies and building palisaded trading posts, 
or torts, who determined colonial borders and 
who largely influenced the outcome of the im
perialistic struggle for the continent." Thus writes 
Nathaniel C. Hale in the preface to his recently 
published Pelts and Palisades: The Story of Fur 
and the Rivalry for Pelts in Early America 
(Richmond, Virginia, The Dietz Press, Inc., 
1959. xi, 219 p . $4.75.) Ot the seventeen chap
ters which comprise this work, sixteen are con
cerned with the Atlantic seaboard; only the final 
section touches briefly and not too accurately on 
the West and the Mississippi Valley. Here, for 
example, one is a bit astonished to read tha t 
Jean Nicolet (misspelled "Nicollet") "impressed 
the Daco tahs" when he stepped ashore on Green 
Bay, and tha t "For t d'Huiller [sic] on the Min
nesota" was one of the "French trading citadels" 
that "soon dot ted the Mississippi valley." Such 
instances of careless editing and proofreading 
detract seriously from any value the work might 
have. 

AN ESSAY and three speeches by Stephen A. 
Douglas, two speeches of Abraham Lincoln, and 
one by Jeremiah Black, all dat ing from Septem
ber, 1859, are brought together in a little book 
recently published by the Ohio State University 
Press for the Ohio Historical Society (Columbus, 
1959. X, 307 p . $5.00.). They have been edi
ted and provided with an introduction by Har ry 
V. Jaffa and Rober t W. Johannsen, who entitle 
their work In the Name of the People: Speeches 

and Writings of Lincoln and Douglas in the Ohio 
Campaign of 18-59. In a brief preface. Professor 
Jaffa points out tha t "Lincoln's Ohio speeches 
have always been available either in the Debates 
or in his Collected Works," whereas those by 
Douglas "have been locked in the columns of the 
papers tha t first reported them," The essay in
cluded is "The Dividing Line between Federal 
and Local Authori ty ," which first appeared in 
Harper's Magazine. 

A C O N F E R E N C E centering about "Research 
Opportunities in American Cultural History," 
held at Washington University in St. Louis on 
October 23 and 24, included papers by two 
Minnesotans. Dean Theodore C. Blegen of the 
graduate school in the University of Minnesota 
discussed "The Immigrant ," and Professor Philip 
D. Jordan of the history depar tment surveyed 
"The Theater, Music, and Amusements." Among 
frequent contributors to this magazine who par
ticipated were Professors John Francis McDer
mot t ot Washington University and John T. 
Flanagan ot the University of Plinois. A grant 
from the Lilly Endowment made the conference 
possible. 

SIX T E L E V I S I O N programs featuring "Our 
American Heri tage" as illustrated in the careers 
of distinguished national leaders are being pro
duced during the current winter by the Ameri
can Heritage Publishing Company over the 
National Broadcasting Company's network. 
They re-enact some of the little-known events in 
the lives of Thomas Jefferson, October 18; Eli 
Whitney, November 22; John C. Fremont , Janu
ary 24; Ulysses S. Grant , February 21; Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Jr., March 20; and Andrew 
Carnegie, April 10. The series is sponsored by 
the Equitable Life Assurance Society of the 
United States in commemoration of its centen
nial. 

I N A N article on "Pirated Edit ions of School
craft's Oneota," appearing in the Papers of the 
Bibliographical Society of America for July-Sep
tember, John Finley Freeman expresses the belief 
tha t while Schoolcraft may correctly be sus
pected of opportunism in revising his early pub
lications for a new market , "no such motive 
accounts for the eleven variant editions and five 
different titles of Oneota appearing from 1844 to 
1853." The writer records tha t "This miscellany 
of travel and Indian lore, after three appear
ances under its original title, was pirated by 
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booksellers who printed seven different editions 
under tour new titles." A check list of the sev
eral editions, three of which are in the library 
of the Minnesota Historical Society, appears 
with the article. 

T H E M A Y ISSUE of the Journal of the Michi
gan State Medical Society is a "Beaumont Me
morial Foundat ion Number" devoted largely to 
illustrated articles about Dr. William Beaumont 
and his voyageur patient, Alexis St. Mar t in . 
Several ot the items included are by Dr. Al
fred H. Whittaker, who discusses "Beaumont 
and His Contribution to Medicine," and lists 
and describes the existing "Centers of Beaumont 
Interest ." Among the latter is Fort Crawford at 
Prairie du Chien, where both Beaumont and St. 
Mar t in spent the years from 1829 to 1831. Ot 
primary interest is Dr. Whit taker 's description 
of the Beaumont Memorial on Mackinac Island. 
There the "building which was the American 
Fur Company's retail store, in which Alexis St. 
Mar t in was accidentally injured" has been re
stored as a Beaumont Memorial, and a monu
ment to the pioneering doctor has been erected. 
A biographical sketch of St. Mart in , contributed 
by Dr . Edward H . Bensley ot Montreal , includes 
not only the story ot the voyageur's injury and 
his long association with Beaumont, but an ac
count of his later life in eastern Canada, where 
he died in 1880 a t the age of eighty-six. 

T H E M Y S T E R I E S of the divining rod, the 
forked stick, the pendulum, and other apparatus 
used to locate underground water are discussed 
by Evon Z. Vogt and R a y Hyman in their study 
of Water Witching U.S.A. (Chicago, 1959. 248 
p.) . The authors take no side in the controver
sial subject; instead, they have interpreted, as 
objectively as possible, the results of their 
nation-wide survey on current uses of water 
witching. They assembled data by means of a 
questionnaire designed to recruit information on 
the prevalence ot witching; on "how much it is 
practiced and under what conditions—geographi
cal, geological, meteorological, and cultural — 
it occurs"; on the "kinds of people American 
diviners are — how they came to take up the 
rod, how they feel about it, and how they ex
plain their activities to themselves and to 
others." The answers received by the authors 
are combined with information from previously 
published works on the subject to produce a 
book of high interest, which includes a bibli
ography and photographs illustrating various 
methods of water witching. 

SOME UNUSUAL bits ot information about a 
trader and surveyor for the Hudson's Bay Com

pany for more than th i r ty years following 1787 
are presented by Vera Fidler in an article on 
"The Odd Will of Peter Fidler," which appears 
in the Canadian Geographical Journal for Octo
ber. Here described are his services as map 
maker for the Hudson's Bay Company, first in 
association with David Thompson and later in 
an independent role, and his surveys of such 
areas as the Red River Settlement. 

T H E O P E N I N G installment of the "Journal of 
Charles Jean Baptis t Chaboillez, 1797-1798," 
kept while trading in the Pembina area, has been 
edited by Harold Hickerson and published in 
the Summer number ot Ethnohistory. Chaboillez 
left what Mr . Hickerson describes as the "first 
account of trade with the Indians, most or all 
of them Chippewas," in the country about the 
junction ot the Red and Pembina rivers. The 
trader provides a "picture ot Chippewa eco
nomic and political organization, merely by re
cording in detail their visits to his post, the 
points from which they arrived, and the provi
sions and peltries they brought in, or kept en 
cache." In addition to an introduction, Mr. 
Hickerson provides the journal with more than 
a hundred annotations. 

T H E I N D U S T R I O U S research of Joseph Earl 
Arrington, whose writings on mid-nineteenth-
century panoramas have long been familiar to 
readers of this magazine, has again yielded a 
detailed report on a long-forgotten ancestor ot 
the modern movies. Dealing with "William 
Burr 's Moving Panorama of the Great Lakes, 
the Niagara, St. Lawrence and Saguenay Riv
ers," his latest article appears in the summer 
issue ot Ontario History. The narrat ive follows 
the pat tern of Mr . Arrington's earlier contribu
tions, with information on the panorama move
ment, on the artist 's career, his experiences in 
collecting sketches and painting his huge canvas, 
on the picture itself as revealed in the accom
panying text and in newspaper reports, and on 
its rise and decline as an enter tainment feature. 
During the 1850s, the St. Lawrence panorama 
supposedly was "viewed by over two million per
sons in the course of 2,478 exhibitions in the 
Atlantic coast cities," according to Mr . Arring
ton. He expresses the belief tha t the picture 
"had some influence upon popular and official 
relations between Canada and the United States 
in the middle ot the last century." 

F R O M the French explorers of the sixteenth 
century to 1959, the story of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway is briefly revie-wed by Clara Ingram Jud
son in a readable little book issued as the 
gigantic project was completed (Chicago, 1959. 
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160 p . ) . Throughout her narrat ive, Mrs . Judson 
stresses the fact t ha t the seaway became a real
ity because Canada and the United States 
"joined in planning, constructing, paying for, 
and using facilities for navigation and for power 
on their unfortified frontiers." After mentioning 
the travels ot explorers like La Salle, Marque t te , 
and Joliet, who followed the St. Lawrence-Great 
Lakes route westward to the Mississippi, the au
thor describes the building of the many canals 
tha t gradually opened the waterway to larger 
and larger vessels. About a third ot the book is 
devoted to the power project and the era ot con
struction tha t eventually resulted in the seaway. 
Photographs and maps add greatly to the inter
est of the narra t ive . 

AN A C C O U N T of the Red River rebellion ot 
1869 by Charles Mair , "one of the chief causes 
of unrest" in the sett lement as well as "one ot 
the main part icipants in the 'Rebellion' itself," 
is the pr imary source for a documentary article 
contributed to the September issue ot the Ca
nadian Historical Review by F . N . Shrive. The 
original document is in the Mair Papers in the 
Queen's University Library. According to Mr . 
Shrive, Mair 's narrat ive gives "specific details of 
[some] happenings which historians have had to 
t reat with conjecture," including the "march ot 
the Portage 'loyalists' to relieve the prisoners in 
For t Garry ." 

P U B L I C A T I O N S issued in Minnesota and in 
Nor th and South Dakota are listed and de
scribed in pa r t 1 of the second series of Catholic 
Serials of the Nineteenth Century in the United 
States: A Descriptive Bibliography and Union 
List, published by the Catholic University of 
America Press (Washington, 1959. 68 p . ) . 
Information for the present list has been com
piled by Eugene P . Willging and Her ta Hatzfeld, 
who devote fifty-four pages to Minnesota. In
cluded in the survey are chronological and alpha
betical tables and lists of pubhcations issued in 
a dozen localities. In addition to the state 's three 
major communities, the lat ter include Belle 
Prairie, Collegeville, lona, Mendota , New Prague, 
St. Cloud, Tower, White Ear th , and Winona. In 
their acknowledgments, the writers note tha t 
much of their material was located in the li
braries of St. John 's University and the Minne
sota Historical Society. 

TWO of a series of projected booklets on the 
Origins of North Dakota Place Names have been 
compiled and published by M a r y Ann B. Wil
liams. Together they cover seven of the state's 
fifty-three counties — Mor ton , Mercer, Oliver, 
Grant , Sioux, McLean, and Burleigh (1959. 34, 

26 p.) . Mrs . Williams includes only the places 
tha t "white men have established and named," 
omitt ing names of geographical areas and Indian 
villages. The same bibliography of the author 's 
sources is included in each booklet. 

THE M I N N E S O T A SCENE 

W R I T I N G in the New York Times Book Re
view for August 16, J. C. Furnas offers the sug
gestion tha t Charles M . Flandrau may well have 
"had a great deal to do with what [F. Scott] 
Fitzgerald did and how he did it ." For the two 
Minnesota authors, Mr . Furnas points out some 
"striking coincidences in biography: Flandrau 
too was born in St. Paul . . . in the heart of the 
top s t ra tum of local society on the fringes of 
which Fitzgerald was reared. He was fairly well 
accepted at Harvard , as was Fitzgerald at 
Princeton, yet both always felt like Midwestern 
outsiders." Mr . Furnas teels ' 'certain tha t the 
Fitzgerald of the campus stories had been soaked 
in" Flandrau 's Harvard Episodes, written soon 
after the older man left college. 

A M O V E M E N T looking toward the preserva
tion of a section of the Northwest Angle on 
Minnesota's northern boundary as a national 
monument is described in the St. Paul Dispatch 
tor November 4. According to the writer, Lyt ton 
Taylor, " the inclusion of the Northwest Angle 
in the National Parks system would provide a 
bastion a t each end of the famous Voyageurs 
highway through the lakes along the interna
tional boundary," since Grand Portage on Lake 
Superior has already been designated a national 
monument. Although the angle now can be 
reached only by boats navigating the Lake of 
the Woods, it will soon be accessible by land 
with the construction of a road linking Warroad 
with the new Trans-Canada Highway. Partici
pating in the campaign for this new national 
monument in the state are the Minnesota His
torical Society and the conservation department , 
as well as Mr . Sigurd Olson of Ely. 

P R O J E C T E D plans for highway construction 
tha t will give Fort Snelling a "facelifting" and 
perhaps result in the development of the site as 
a state park are described by Mar t in Merrick 
in the Minneapolis Star for October 21, The 
writer reports tha t the Minnesota highway de
par tment ' s plans include a tunnel to carry traffic 
under the fort grounds, thus preserving remains 
of the historic frontier outpost. He also shows 
how the "old fort site, with its chapel, round 
tower and other buildings" plus "2,000 acres ot 
the Minnesota river bo t toms" can be preserved 
as a state park. 
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T H E experiences of fourteen student archaeolo
gists who went "Digging into I tasca 's P a s t " 
during the summer of 1959 are described by 
Walter Ba teman in the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
Pictorial Magazine for September 20. Led by 
Professor Elden Johnson, the students investi
gated Hdl Point , near Schoolcraft Island, and 
uncovered Blackduck pot tery fragments, primi-
ti\'e tools, animal bones, and other items. Photo
graphs show the archaeologists a t work and the 
results of their digging. 

R E A C T I O N S to the Indian conflict of 1862 not 
only in Minnesota, but in Wisconsin, Iowa, Da
kota Territory, Kansas, and Nebraska, are de
scribed by Rober t H u h n Jones in an article on 
"The Northwestern Frontier and the Impac t of 
the Sioux War" published in Mid-America for 
July. In general, however, the writer adds little 
to the oft-told story ot the Minnesota outbreak. 
For his material, Professor Jones leans heav
ily on government documents and contempo
rary printed narratives, overlooking manuscript 
sources and Dr . Folwell's detailed account of the 
events of 1862. He uses the latter work only as 
a source for the number of casualties resulting 
from the massacre, citing figm'es tha t have been 
considerably revised since 1924. M a n y readers 
of Mr. Jones's account will be inchned to quar
rel with his statement tha t " the names of John 
Pope and Henry H . Sibley, men who first han
dled the Sioux problem, have been all but for
gotten." 

A R E V I E W of activities and chapters in !Minne-
sota is contributed by Anna M. Heilmaier to a 
booklet on the Special Libraries Association — 
lU First Fifty Years, 1909-1959, edited by Alma 
Clarvoe MitcheU and published by the associa
tion (New York, 1959. 120 p.) . The organi
zation "was formed in 1909 by librarians of 
business, professional, governmental and indus
trial organizations to promote the collection, 
organization and dissemination ot information in 
specialized fields and to improve the usefulness 
of special libraries and information services." 
]More than three decades elapsed, however, be
fore a chapter was organized in ^Minnesota. ]Miss 
Heilmaier reveals tha t the state group had its 
inception in 1943. when about twenty librarians 
assembled in St. Paul to consider the possibility 
of organizing. Annual meetings, publications, 
activities, and a national convention held in St. 
Paul in June, 1951, are among the matters cov
ered in this four-page sketch. 

A C E N T U R Y of Minnesota Agriculture —Live
stock, 185S-1958 is surveyed by David O. Mes-
ick in a useful pamphlet compiled and issued by 

the Minnesota depar tment of agriculture, dairy, 
and food (St. Paul , 1959. 45 p.) . Tables, maps, 
and graphs provide information on trends in the 
production, value, and number of hvestock in 
the s tate . The s tudy is concerned with beef and 
dairy cattle, dairy products, hogs, sheep, chick
ens, eggs, turkeys, bees, and honey, as well as 
horses and mules. 

A R T I C L E S on the beginnings ot Methodism in 
America are featured in the November issue of 
Together, which commemorates the one-hundred-
and-seventy-fifth anniversary of this reUgious 
denomination. I t is accompanied by a "Minne
sota Area News Edi t ion" in which the leading 
article is devoted to Jacob Fahlstrom as an 
"Ear ly Methodist Convert ." Included is a brief 
sketch of this Minnesota fur t rader . 

T H E P O L I T I C A L activities of Swedish pioneers 
like Hans Ma t t son are described by Reinhard H. 
Luthin in an article entitled "Politics as Usual: 
Seeking Swedish-American Votes," in the Anfieri-
can Swedish Monthly for Aug-ust. Throughout 
the last half of the nineteenth century, "vote-
avaricious politicians of all parties were courting 
naturalized Swedes a t the ballot boxes, particu
larly in Minnesota and Plinois," writes Mr . 
Luthin. During tha t era Hans Ma t t son "was the 
best known Swede in American politics," in the 
author 's opinion. Leaders of Swedish birth and 
descent "quite naturally found their greatest 
political success and honor in Minnesota," where, 
according to JMr. Luthin, " they were most nu
merous and could exert their influence a t the 
poUs." 

STUDENTS of labor history wiU be interested 
in a section on the "1934 battles that converted 
^lumeapolis from an open-shop to a union town"' 
appearing in James P. Cannon's Notebook of an 
Agitator (New York, 1958). The eight short ar
ticles here reprinted were originaUy prepared 
tor The Organizer, a "daily strike buUetin" is
sued in Minneapolis during the summer of 1934. 
.\11 reflect the partisan socialist vicn-point of the 
writer. 

THE TWIN CITIES are among the "River 
Towns in Central United States" discussed by 
Andrew F. Burghardt in the September issue of 
the Annals of the Association of American Geog
raphers. Minneapolis and St. Paul "form what 
is probably the most interesting urban develop
ment along the jNlississippi," according to ^Slr. 
Burghardt. He notes that since about 1860 Min
neapolis has continued to grow at such a rapid 
rate that it "'may in a few more decades have 
twice as many inhabitants as St. Paid." The 
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MiU City 's growth, the writer believes, is largely 
the result of its location on the west side of the 
river, where it can intercept the t rade coming to 
the area from the vast western plains. "St . Paul 
is still the more impor tant river por t ," the au
thor concludes, " b u t Minneapolis has become 
the predominant wholesaling center." 

" F O U N D I N G the New Ulm Colony" is de
scribed by Peter Mack, a member of the Chi
cago Land Association of 1854, in an interview-
recorded in 1922 and now edited for publication 
in the Fall number of Brown County's Heritage. 
To the same issue ot the Brown County Histori
cal Society's mimeographed quarterly, LeRoy G. 
Davis contributes a sketch of "The Ghost of 
Golden Gate , " a village of the 1860s in Home 
Township. 

R E M I N I S C E N C E S of Roger and EUen Butter
field Stubbs, long-time residents of the Orono 
area, have been published under the title Min
nesota Memories 1887-1917 (1959. 54 p.) . I n 
their rambling narrat ive, the authors recall and 
describe their lives in the Lake Minnetonka re
gion, mentioning the Lafayette Hotel, a furni
ture factory a t Minnetonka Mills, and the 
farmers' market a t Miimeapolis. The booklet is 
iUustrated largely with photographs of members 
of the Stubbs and Butterfield families. 

F O R M E R S T U D E N T S and faculty members 
of an early Minnesota denominational school 
contribute seventeen short chapters to a little 
book entitled In Retrospect: A History of the 
Lutheran Normal School, Madison, Minnesota, 
1892-193Z (1958. 221 p . ) , which has been is
sued under the editorship ot Herman O. Hen
drikson. Although it was founded "primarily for 
the training ot teachers," the school closed its 
normal depar tment in 1926 and continued only 
as a high school until 1932. 

N E W items of information about " the burial 
site of one of Minnesota 's most colorful fur 
traders, WiUiam A. Aitkin, who died near Little 
FaUs in 1851," as weU as about his life and his 
last t rading post, are set forth by WUliam P . 
IngersoU and E v a n A. H a r t in the Little Falls 
Transcript tor Ju ly 11. How they located both 
the t rader 's burial place and the site of the 
"forgotten village" of Aitkinville near Litt le 
FaUs in Morrison County is explained by the 
writers. Both the community, which also was 
known as Swan River, and the post occupied 
by Aitkin tor several years before his death are 
located on a map drafted by Mr . IngersoU. Illus
t ra t ing the narrat ive also is a sketch of the post 
prepared by Mr . H a r t . 

A R E C O R D of "Twenty Hibernal Apple Crops 
at Du lu th" is presented by M a r k J. Thompson 
in the Minnesota Horticulturist for September. 
The author discusses a "now obsolete" variety 
which "would produce cooking apples in gener
ous quant i ty and survived very severe winters." 
He notes tha t the Hibernal was one of the three 
hundred varieties imported from Russia in 1870. 
Professor Thompson's special interest is an or
chard set out a t Dulu th in 1915, which included 
more than a hundred Hibernals. He reports tha t 
they did not bear heavily until 1933, and he 
presents records of the yield from tha t year until 
1952, when the "orchard was decommissioned." 

. \ SURVEY of "Pioneer Physicians of Stevens 
County," the first installment of which appears 
in Minnesota Medicine for October, is the latest 
addition to tha t periodical's "History of Medi
cine in Minnesota." Four authors — Josephine 
Eddy, Grace HaU, Dr. A. I . Arneson of Morris, 
and Dr. Rober t Rosenthal of St. Paul — contrib
ute to the narrative, which is based largely on 
county newspapers and local historical sources, 
including some "drug store files." Presented in 
the opening chapter are sketches ot eight pion
eer physicians who practiced in the county. 

T H E Winona County Historical Society has 
published an iUustrated booklet about its Wi
nona Steamboat Museum (32 p.) , formerly 
known as the "James P . Pearson" and recently 
given the name of "Julius C. WUkie" in honor 
ot the man whose family has done much to 
finance the project. Featured is an address on 
"Julius C. Wilkie and the Mississippi River" 
delivered by Leighton Wilkie at Winona on 
August 30, when the museum was officially dedi
cated. Included also are articles on "The Inland 
Waterways" by Michael L. Wilkie, and on the 
tour "specialized museums" of the Winona 
County society by Gordon R. Closway. Another 
account of the organization's museums and work 
is contributed by Don Spavin to the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press Pictorial Magazine tor October 18. 

N E W S OF THE S O C I E T Y 

BY N O V E M B E R 15, more than fifty contribu
tors had honored the memory of the late Alex L. 
Janes, Sr., of St. Paul by adding almost five 
hundred dollars to the society's Memorial Fund. 
Mr . Janes, who was a member of the honorary 
council, died on October 21. 

AMONG the books tha t received awards of 
merit from the American Association for State 
and Local History a t its annual meeting in 

December 1959 327 



Philadelphia from October 7 to 9 is Miss Heil
bron's The Thirty-second State: A Pictorial His
tory of Minnesota, published by the society in 
November, 1958. The entries were judged in 
eight categories from ten regions in the United 
States and Canada. Award wdnners are listed in 
the October issue ot History News. 

SEVERAL daguerreotypes from the society's 
collection are among those enlarged for a dis
play ot "America in Daguerreotypes" arranged 
by the George Eas tman House ot Rochester, 
New York, and now touring the country under 
its auspices. I t was on view in the University 
Gallery of Northrop Auditorium from Novem
ber 1 to 23. Local views included depict a 
Sioux encampment with tipis on the site of 
Bridge Square in Minneapolis and the gallery of 
Joel Whitney, pioneer St. Paul daguerreotypist. 

T H E P I C T U R E collection of the society is 
represented also in a traveling exhibition ot the 
work ot Seth Eas tman arranged and circulated 
by the Smithsonian Inst i tut ion ot Washington, 
D.C. The show will open a t the Science Museum 
in St. Paul on January 6, when Professor John 
Francis McDermot t of Washington University. 
St. Louis, will speak on Eas tman and his art . 

T H E SOCIETY'S extensive coUection of Cass 
Gilbert Papers, acquired in large par t in 1947, 
has now been fully catalogued, and is available 
to students ot state and architectural history. 
The coUection, which fills twenty-one boxes, five 
volumes, and eleven huge folders, covers the 
years 1882 to 1911. In addition to much ot the 
correspondence from Gilbert's St. Paul office, it 
includes newspaper clippings, specifications, con
tracts , and drawings and plans ot buildings de
signed by the famed architect and erected in 
widely separated areas, as well as those for the 
Minnesota Capitol. I t is appropriate tha t the 
cataloguing of this important collection ot manu
scripts should be completed in the year tha t 
marks the centennial ot Gilbert's birth. The 
architect was born a t Zanesville, Ohio, on No
vember 24, 1859, eight years before his parents 
settled in St. Paul . 

T H E P A P E R S of Judge William Lochren, pre
sented in October by Mr . Charles L. Horn of 
Minneapolis, comprise one of the important and 
extensive collections recently added to the so
ciety's manuscript resources. Consisting of fifty-
six volumes and some seventy-five hundred 
pieces, they reflect the career of a pioneer Min
nesotan who settled in 1856 at St. Anthony, 
where he practiced law, served with the First 
Minnesota in the Civil War, was a state sena

tor, a s tate and later a United States district 
judge, and federal commissioner of pensions. 

A ^MANUSCRIPT "Story of Planning St. Paul 
from the Beginnings to 1953" by George H . 
Herrold has been presented by the author. The 
work, which includes information on platting, 
planning boards and commissions and their 
members, highways running through the city, 
traffic control, housing codes, recreational ta-
cihties, and the like, is ready for use. 

N O T I C E S calling at tent ion to Mr . and Mrs. 
Har ry D. Ayer's recent gift to the society (see 
above, p, 284) include an illustrated article by 
John M. Connelly* in the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
Sunday Pictorial Magazine for October 25. Ac
companying the account are pictures ot Mr . and 
Mrs . . \yer with some of the Indian artifacts they 
have collected over a period of fifty years, a view 
of their trading post, and a map showing its 
location on Mille Lacs Lake. I t will be recaUed 
that through their generosity, the society has re
ceived an "extraordinary collection of rare In
dian materials, a new building in which to 
display them, 104% acres ot land along the 
lake and a trust fund sufficient to guarantee 
the perpetual operation and future expansion 
of a North .\nierican Indian museum." The gift 
of this property and museum coUection received 
at tention on a national scale in the August issue 
ot History Neivs, which notes t ha t some of the 
Indian items are on display in the t rading post 
while more permanent exhibits are being ar
ranged in the new museum. The gift of an island 
in Mille Lacs Lake near the shore line of the 
property presented by the Ayers was announced 
recently by the society. Consisting of a tract 
three acres in extent and long known as Bobbins 
Island, it was received from the Atlantic Ele
vator Company of Minneapolis. 

T H E D I R E C T O R spoke on historic sites in 
Minnesota on September 22 before a meeting of 
the National Conference on State Parks a t Asilo-
mar Beach State Park, Pacific Grove, California. 
On October 8 he discussed plans for Minnesota's 
participation in the coming Civil War centennial 
at the annual meeting of the American Associa
tion tor State and Local History in Philadelphia; 
and he chose "The Ear ly Settlement of Iowa" 
as his topic in addressing a convocation at Grin-
neU College in Grinnell, Iowa, on October 17. 
Among other staff members who participated in 
recent programs outside the state was the field 
director, Mr. Grahn, who spoke on "Collecting 
and Processing Local Historical D a t a " before the 
annual meeting of the State Historical Society 
of Missouri at Columbia on September 26. 
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