






institutes. During the next decade, Wflson 
gradually shifted the mstitutes into the 
newly established university extension serv­
ice. As a result, although the older educa­
tional form continued to operate under its 
separate board, the old type meetings be­
came a secondary form of extension work 
until they slowly died out in the 1920s.28 

Gregg's abrupt departure from the super­
intendency and the subsequent absorption 
of the institutes by more modern types of 
extension work in no way detracts from 
their importance and contributions during 
the period from 1886 to 1907. Nor did these 
events reduce the affection which many 
Minnesotans felt for the Lyon County 
dairyman who conducted the institutes. 
They assisted Minnesota farmers substan­
tially in their shift from wheat raismg to 
diversified agriculture. They stimulated the 
rise of the daury industry and hog feeding, 
and they encouraged farmers to expand the 
acreages planted to corn and clover. They 
promoted the use of silos, which came to 
be a symbol of Minnesota agriculture, and 
popularized better tiUage methods. In ad­
dition, the institutes did much to bring 
about a change of attitude toward agricul­
tural education. They indicated clearly that 
the ordinary farmer, with only a common 
school education or less, was able and 
wifling to absorb the basic principles of 
scientific agriculture and to apply them on 
his own farm, thereby justffying the devel­
opment of more effective methods for tak­
ing scientific truths to people in rural areas. 
By the same token, the institutes caused 
farmers to look at the college of agricul­
ture with a new respect and to conclude 
that the offerings of faculty members were 
worth attention. Thus, the institutes occu­
pied a middle ground between the college 
and the countryside, and did much to bring 
the two elements together. Seen in this 
light, the instruction given at institute 
meetings, while sometimes crude and ele­
mentary, constituted the cornerstone upon 
which later forms of agricultural education 
have been built.^^ 

WHEN Gregg severed his connection with 
the Minnesota mstitutes in 1907, he felt no 
desire to retire from active work. Stfll 'vigor­
ous at the age of sixty-one, with liis usual 
enthusiasm and determined spirit, he re­
solved to continue the work elsewhere. Ac­
cordingly, he sold the major portion of 
Coteau Farm, retaining only a smafl plot 
as a site for a permanent home, and spent 
the next seven years lecturing during the 
institute seasons in North Dakota, Montana, 
Colorado, Utah, and Idaho. In addition, he 
served as associate editor of the North­
western Agriculturist, writing a column on 
dairying.^* 

By the end of 1914, however, agricultural 
education even in the West could no longer 
use his services, so Gregg returned to 
Minnesota and settled down to a life of 
semiretirement on the remnant of Coteau 
Farm. But ff his responsibilities to Mmne­
sota farmers had been sfiifted to other 
shoulders, he had lost none of his old pride 
and seff-assertiveness. Always bitter about 
the manner in which the board of the 
Farmers' Institutes had treated him in 
1907, and believing that he had been griev­
ously wTonged, in 1914 Gregg launched 
a drive to induce the University of Minne­
sota to declare him a "retired and accred­
ited instructor" as a reward for his many 
years of work with the institutes. It is true 
that a pension was one objective of this 
effort, but an expression of pubhc recogni-
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tion of his contributions to Minnesota ag­
riculture doubtless was equally important to 
Gregg, Although university oflBcials could 
see httle justification for Gregg's claim, his 
many friends in the state legislature at­
tempted in 1917 to create for him a position 
as "superintendent emeritus of the agricul­
tural extension division." In this they failed, 
though they did succeed in establishing for 
Gregg what amounted to a pension of a 
thousand dollars a year. Four years later, 
the grant was increased to twelve hundred 
dollars, and it continued at that level until 
his death. ̂ 9 

The acquisition of a pension did not 
mean that Gregg was ready to retire from 
all worth-while work. Long a student of 
dairy cattle, by 1918 he thought he had 
developed a system for judging stock by 
"natural l aw, ' which he maintained was 
revolutionary. Scientists paid little atten­
tion to his ideas, however, and Gregg spent 
five years a t tempting without success to 
secure endorsement for his technique from 
the University of Minnesota. Proud and 
dogmatic to the last, he engaged in an ar­
gument with Henry F. Nachtrieb, the dis­
tinguished biologist, over the relative merits 
of "practical" men lflce himself and scien­
tists who refused to accept the principles 
he developed after years of experience.^" 

Failing health caused Gregg to spend his 
last years in the farm home of Clarence H. 
Welch near Barnum. Since he and his wife 
were childless, they had at various times 
befriended young people. Welch was one 
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of those who had enjoyed the hospitality of 
Coteau Farm and, in addition, during the 
last twelve years of Gregg's superintend­
ency of the institutes, the younger man had 
served as his secretary and general assist­
ant. In 1922, Gregg moved to the Welch 
farm, where, on February 2, 1926, he died. 
His wife had died four years earlier.'''^ 

The passing of the aged agricultural 
leader inspired a multi tude of laudatory ex­
pressions about his contributions to Minne­
sota agriculture. One writer observed that 
"Gregg was a great and vital force in the 
development of Minnesota agriculture." 
The Farmer, which in the early 1900s had 
been critical of his conduct of the insti­
tutes, said that "Gregg rendered a service 
to Minnesota agriculture which was of in­
calculable value," ^̂  His best monument, 
however, is to be found not in such state­
ments of praise, but in the high quality of 
twentieth-century agricultural education in 
Minnesota. 
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made upon the loss of a relative or friend. Such 
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thy and condolence, and help to support work 
that is a fitting memorial to any Minnesotan, 

When a contribution is received, a suitable 
card is mailed to the bereaved family, and the 
name of the person whose memory is honored is 
recorded, with that of the contributor, in a 
Memorial Book. 
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the Memorial Fund: 
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Fund. 
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