











tion of his contributions to Minnesota ag-
riculture doubtless was equally important to
Gregg. Although university officials could
see little justification for Gregg’s claim, his
many friends in the state legislature at-
tempted in 1917 to create for him a position
as “superintendent emeritus of the agricul-
tural extension division.” In this they failed,
though they did succeed in establishing for
Gregg what amounted to a pension of a
thousand dollars a year. Four years later,
the grant was increased to twelve hundred
dollars, and it continued at that level until
his death.2®

The acquisition of a pension did not
mean that Gregg was ready to retire from
all worth-while work. Long a student of
dairy cattle, by 1918 he thought he had
developed a system for judging stock by
“natural law,” which he maintained was
revolutionary. Scientists paid little atten-
tion to his ideas, however, and Gregg spent
five years attempting without success to
secure endorsement for his technique from
the University of Minnesota. Proud and
dogmatic to the last, he engaged in an ar-
gument with Henry F. Nachtrieb, the dis-
tinguished biologist, over the relative merits
of “practical” men like himself and scien-
tists who refused to accept the principles
he developed after years of experience *®

Failing health caused Gregg to spend his
last years in the farm home of Clarence H.
Welch near Barnum. Since he and his wife
were childless, they had at various times
befriended young people. Welch was one

# Gregg to Folwell, April 9, 1914, December 30,
1914, January 2, 27, 28, 1915, Folwell Papers;
Minnesota, House Journal, 1917, p. 662, 1,152;
Minnesota, Senate Journal, 1917, p. 449, 741; Min-
nesota, Session Laws, 1917, p. 689, 1921, p. 946,

* Gregg to Nachtrieb, March 20, April 10, 1918,
April 20, 1922, January 5, 19, 1923; Nachtrieb to
Gregg, April 9, 1918, April 18, 1922, January 3,
1923, Nachtrieb Papers, in University of Minne-
sota Archives; Gregg to Folwell, May 15, Decem-
ber 21, 1822, Folwell Papers.

3 Farmstead, Stock and Home, 42:180 (March 1,
1926); Minneapolis Journal, February 3, 1926; Bar-
nwimn Herald, February 5, 1926.

2 Rarmstead, Stock and Home, 42:180 ( March 1,
1926); The Farmer, 44:298 (February 20, 1926).
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of those who had enjoyed the hospitality of
Coteau Farm and, in addition, during the
last twelve years of Gregg's superintend-
ency of the institutes, the younger man had
served as his secretary and general assist-
ant, In 1922, Gregg moved to the Welch
farm, where, on February 2, 1926, he died.
His wife had died four years earlier

The passing of the aged agricultural
leader inspired a multitude of laudatory ex-
pressions about his contributions to Minne-
sota agriculture. One writer observed that
“Cregg was a great and vital force in the
development of Minnesota agriculture.”
The Farmer, which in the early 1900s had
been critical of his conduct of the insti-
tutes, said that “CGregg rendered a service
to Minnesota agriculture which was of in-
calculable value.”?2 His best monument,
however, is to be found not in such state-
ments of praise, but in the high quality of
twentieth-century agricultural education in
Minnesota.

Memorials

THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY has a
Memorial Fund to which contributions can be
made upon the loss of a relative or friend. Such
gifts serve as appropriate expressions of sympa-
thy and condoclence, and help to support work
that is a fitting memorial to any Minnesotan.

When a contribution is received, a suitable
card is mailed to the bereaved family, and the
name of the person whose memory is honored is
recorded, with that of the contributor, in a
Memorial Book.

Use the blank that follows in contributing to
the Memorial Fund:
ENCLOSED is my contribution of $—— to
the Minnesota Historical Society’s Memorial
Fund.

Presented in the name of

Please send card to

Address

Si gned
Address
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