





























ence of the Augustana Lutheran church, and
the founding of Luther College at Wahoo. The
author draws a great deal of his source material
from personal papers and corvespondence, rc-
viewing the social and economic development
of the community as well as its religious life.
Originally written as a dissertation at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, the book is of interest for
Midwest readers because, as O, Fritiof Ander
observes in his foreword, it is “a part of the
history of the west . . . and an historical set-
ting for Giants in the Earth.”

FOUR BOOKLETS dealing with the Origins of
North Dakota Place Names have been added to
the series which is being compiled and pub-
lished by Mary Ann B. Williams (see ante,
36:325). The new publications, all issued in
1959, deal with lhe counties of Cass, Barnes,
Stutsman, Wells, Foster, Eddy, Kidder, Ward,
Renville, Burke, Mountrail, Towner, Sheridan,
Rolette, Pierce, Bottineau, and McHenry (20,
32, 22, 42 p.). Copies of the booklets are avail-
able at $1.00 cach; they may be purchased
from the North Dakota Historical Society
or from Mrs. Williams, who resides in Wash-
bum, North Dakota.

THE WISCONSIN community of Prairie du
Chien is designated as the “cradle of St. Paul”
by Gareth Hicbert in the St. Paul Pioneer Press
Pictorial Magazine for November 8, 1959, The
house of Hercules Dousman, the graves of Fa-
ther Lucien Galtier and Joseph Rolette, and the
site of Fort Crawford are among the places sig-
nificant for the history of Minnesota and its
capital city which are described in this article,
Pictures of the Dousman and Brisbois houses
and of Father Galtier’s grave illustrate the
article. )

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

A FORMER superintendent of tthe Minnesota
Historical Society, Dean Theodore C. Blegen of
the University of Minnesota graduate school,
was honored at a conference on “Immigration
in American History” held on the university
campus on January 29 and 30. The occasion was
Dean Blegen’s forthcoming retirement in the
summer of 1960 and the completion of two dec-
ades of leadership in graduate studies. His con-
nection with the historical society spanned the
years from 19292 to 1939, Among the scholars
who participated were Henry Steele Commager
of Amherst College, Oscar Handlin of Harvard
University, Mrs. Ingrid Semmingsen of Oslo,
Norway, Philip D. Jordan of the University of
Minnesota, John T, Flanagan of the Uni\/e{'sity
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of Tllinois, Carlton C. Qualey of Carleton Col-
lege, Father Colman Barry of St John's
University, Franklin D. Scott of Northwestern
University, and Henry Pochmann of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. Plans are under way for the
publication of their papers in book form. A
dinner in the ballroom of Coffrnan Memorial
Union concluded the event.

TO MARK the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
birth of Sinclair Lewis at Sauk Centre, a “Com-
memoration Service” was held in that Minne-
sota community on February 11. Attention was
called also to the fact that 1960 marks the for-
tiecth anniversary of the publication of Muin
Street and the thirtieth of the awarding of the
Nobel Prize in Literature to the Minnesota nov-
eligt. Participating in the program were Mr. Ben
DuBois of Sauk Centre, who presented some
reminiscences of the youthful “Red” Lewis;
Professors Erling O. Larsen and Charles E.
Shain of Carleton College, who discussed Lewis’
literary contributions; and Mr. Russell Fridley,
director of the Minnesota Historical Society,
who suggested appropriate memorials to Lewis,
including the preservation of his Sauk Centre
home. The leading article in this issue of Minne-
sota History serves as another tribute to Lewis.
The author, Professor John T. Flanagan, has
long been a student of Minnesota and Midwest
literature. Of the fifteen major articles which he
has contribated to this magazine, the first, a
study of “Thoreau in Minnesota,” appeared ex-
actly twewnty-five years ago, in March, 1933.

“AN ABRIDGMENT of Dr. Claude Lewis’s
journal of an expedition made by himself and
his brother, Sinclair I.ewis, to northern Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba in 1924 has been
edited with an introduction by Donald Greene
and George Knox and published by the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Press in a booklet entitled
Treaty Trip (1959. 42 p-)- With a party led
by an Indian agent named William R. Taylor,
the brothers went from Sauk Centre to Winni-
peg and thence into the remote reaches of
northern Canada, where they witnessed an-
nuity payments at various backwoods settle-
ments. The journey, according to the editors,
“produced  Sinclair’s { Harry’s) Mantrap and
Claude’s journal, begun as a series of letters to
his wife. Mary.” At various points passages from
Mantrap are compared with Dr. Lewis text,
providing an interesting feature of this unusual
publication.

TQ CALL attention to the centennial of the
birth of a famed Minnesota architect, the North-
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west Architect mcludes in its November-Decem-
ber issue an article on “Cass Gilbert: Forgotten
Giant” by Robert S. Jones. The writer gives
considerable attention to Gilbert's design for the
Minnesota Capitol, built at the turn of the
century.

A STUDY of Homes for Aged and Clironically
Il Persons in Minnesota: Their Development
and Licensure, by Ethel McClure, has been
issued by the division of hospital services of the
Minnesota department of health (1959. 99
p-). The writer surveys the growth of Minne-
sota facilities for the aged and the changing atti-
tude toward them from territorial days to the
present. The main body of the report deals with
efforts made after 1983, when social security
went into effect, to meet the need for some forn
of supervision and regulation of private board-
ing care and nursing homes. Miss McClure con-
cludes that in Minnesota there has been a
steady, though often hard-won, improvement of
standards for care of the aged. Her narative,
which is written clearly, in nontechnical lan-
guage, is supplemented by tables and graphs.
A helpful appendix provides a chronological
record of important laws and events pertaining
to the topic, and for further clarification, the
laws are grouped by subject matter, Included
also is a bibliography of pertinent books, pam-
phlets, reports, and periodicals. The work is a
valuable contribution to the study of social wel-
fare in Minnesota —a field that has received
little attention from historians.

THAT “most of the early lumbermen in Minne-
sota came from the State of Muine,” bringing
“with them the logging and lumbering methods
which becarne ‘standard practice’ in the indus-
try for 80 years” is stressed in some remiuis-
cences of Joseph A. DeLailttre, as told to Calvin
L. DeLaittre, which appear int a recently pub-
lished Story of Early Lumbering in Minnesota
(1959. 43 p.). Both men are members of a
prominent lumbering family which illustrates
this westward migration. Their narrative opens
with “The Story of Howard M. DeLaittre,”
who with his cousin, John DeLaittre, migrated
from the woods of Maine to start a family busi-
ness in Minnesota. They were typical of the
state’s pioneer lumbermen, like Thomas B.
Walker, William D. Washburn, William W.
Eastman, Charles A. Bovey, and othexs who
operated on a modest scale, meeting the risks
of a hazardous industry with a minimum of cap-
ital and a maximum of Yankee frugality and
ingenuity. Joseph DeLaittre’s recollections of
“Three Winters in the Woods,” presented in the
second chapter, give a vivid picture of Jife in the
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logging camps of Aitkin County at the turn of
the century. The third and closing section con-
tains anecdotes and reminiscences of some of
the more colorful “Boss Lumbermen.” The en-
couragement aud advice of Mr. Elwood Maun-
der and Miss Clodaugh Neiderheiser of the
Forest History Foundation of St. Paul are ac-
knowledged in a foreword. The booklet is strik-
ingly illustrated with full-page scenes of early
logging days in the state.

PLANS for building a great “Seawuay Collec-
tion” at the St. Louis County Historical Society
in Duluth were announced in the organization’s
annual report for 1959. According to its presi-
dent, Dr. Richard Bardon, the nucleus will con-
sist of “records and papers of the Great
Lakes-St. Lawrence Tidewater Association, an
organization born out of the genius and inspira-
tion of an eager group of Duluth men forty-one
years ago to ‘bring the Atlantic to the heurt of
the continent through connecting the head of
the Great Lakes with tidewater via the St.
Lawrence River.”” This important collection,
comprising almost 250,000 itemns, is owned by
the St. Louis County society. During the past
year it was arranged, inventoried, and made
available for study under the direction of Profes-
sor Arthur J. Larsen of the department of history
in the Duluth branch of the University of Min-
nesota. The papers, which cover the years from
1918 to 1939, consist of records, correspond-
ence, books, memoranda, and other materials,
and they include letters signed by many of the
political leaders of the era involved.

THE ROLE of taconite in the history of a Min-
nesota mining firm is stressed by its president,
Armold Hoffman, in a booklet commemorating
the Fortieth Anniversary of the Mesabi Iron
Company, 1916-1959 (New York, 1959. 48
p-)- The account, which was published for the
company’s stockholders, is “dedicated to the
memory of Daniel Cowan Jackling, without
whom the taconite of Minnesota might still be
a slumbering giant.” Until his death in March,
1956, Jackling headed the company. His accont-
plishments in developing the low-grade ores
of the Mesabi are stressed throughout.

THE IMPACT of taconite production upon two
areas of Minnesota’s iron country is treated in
Skillings Mining Review for November 7 and
February 6. The earlier article is devoted to
“The History of Aurora-Hoyt Lakes.” From the
incorporation of Aurora on the eastern end of
the Mesabi Range in 1903, the story is carried
to the laying out of near-by Hoyt Lakes, a step-
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child of the Erie Mining Company, whose huge
taconite project at that place went into produc-
tion in 1957. Until the latter event, Babbitt
held the distinction of being the “youngest of
the range towns.” According to the account in
the issue of February 6, “Babbitt was started
in the spring of 1920, the settlement being
called Argo at first.” The story of the Babbitt
area, however, is traced back to the 1860s, when
it was explored by George R. Stuntz, Henry
Eames, Peter Mitchell, and others; and it is con-
tinued into the 1950s, when, with the process-
ing of low-grade ore, 2 modern village evolved
about the taconite plant of the Reserve Mining
Company. The mine in the vicinty is appropri-
ately named for Peter Mitchell, “explorer and
capitalist who first visited the locality ninety
years ago.

IN AN ARTICLE on “Minor Dialect Areas of
the Upper Midwest,” appearing in the Novem-
ber, 1959, Publication of the American Dialect
Society, Professor Harold B. Allen of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota discusses some terms used
commonly in certain sections of Minnesota. In-
cluded are such localisms as “coulee,” “bluff.”
and “rubber-binder.” The author notes the use
of “coulee” in the Red River Valley and in the
Winona area, but he seems to have overlooked
its application over many decades at Birch
Coulee in the Minnesota River Valley.

MANY REFERENCES to Minnesota activities,
especially among Scandinavians living in the
state, are to be found in the Diamond Jubilee
Story of the Evangelical Free Church of Amer-
ica by H. Wilbert Norton, Olai Urang, Roy A.
Thompson, and Mel Larson (Minneapolis,
1959. 335 p.). Here is reviewed the story of
a religious denomination from its first church
conference in 1884 to 1959. Bible schools in
Rushford and Minneapolis and meetings in vari-
ous Minnesota communities are mentioned, and
a long list of Evangelical Free churches existing
in the state is included in the final chapter.

EPISCOPAL missionary activities of Bishop
Henry B. Whipple and his successors among the
Indians of Minnesota during the course of a cen-
tury are reviewed by the Reverend Alan R.
Clark in the Living Church for November 8,

IN A Souvenir Program issued for the twenty-
sixth annual convention of the Trans-Mississi pi
Philatelic Society, held in Minneapolis from Oc-
tober 2 to 4, the one-hundred-and-fortieth anni-
versary of Fort Snelling is featured. Included
is an account of “Fort Snelling: The Beginning
of Minnesota,” by Russell W. Fridley of the Min-
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nesota Historical Society. He reviews the story
of the many attempts to preserve the old fort,
and concludes that one of the best ways “to
build public interest in the development of this
site . . . would be to begin now to secure a
commemorative stamp in 1969 to mark the
150th anniversary” of its establishment. A Fort
Snelling exhibit, consisting of “important known
Jetters, and postmarks of this famous landmark
which served as the first Minnesota post office”
was among the displays arranged for the
meeting.

THE FIRST issue of the Polk County Historian,
published in January by the Polk County His-
torical Society, provides concrete evidence that
the organization has been reactivated. Plans are
under way for the publication of the news sheet
as a “monthly journal of history.”

A HALL built for the Grand Army of the Re-
public at Grand Meadow in 1891 has been
turned over to the Mower County Historical
Society for use as a museum, according to an
announcement in the Rochester Post-Bulletin
for February 12. Originally intended for meet-
ings of the local GAR, organized in 1865, the
hall has been maintained by the Women's Re-
lief Corps since 1906. The Post-Bulletin notes
that this is “one of two GAR halls remaining in
Minnesota. The other is in Litchfield.” The
announcement stresses the fact that the Mower
County society plans to use the Grand Meadow
Hall for the housing of a Civil War collection.

THE DISCOVERY of three official documents
concerned with the election of Mower County
delegates to the Minnesota Constitutional Con-
vention is announced in the Austin Duily Herald
for December 15. The originals, which were
found in Chisago County among the papers of
Lucas X. Stannard, a delegate to the conven-
tion, have been placed in the public library of
Austin, and photostatic copies have been made
for the Minnesota Historical Society.

SKETCHES from Gareth Hiebert’s “Oliver
Towne” column in the St. Paul Dispatch have
been reprinted in a little book entitled Once Up-
on a Towne (1959. 185 p.). An earlier col-
lection, St. Paul Is My Beat, which appeared in
1958, is described in the issue of this magazine
tor June, 1959 (p. 239). Though none of the
selections in the current work is strictly histori-
cal, the author leans heavily upon nostz{lgia, and
odd or obscure bits of area history appear fre-
quently throughout its pages. No hard and fast
line is drawn at the St. Paul city limits. In one
section the author ventures “Into the Valleys
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around St. Paul” —notably those of the St
Croix, Mississippi, and Mimnnesota rivers — and
in another he goes as far afield as Isle Royale in
Lake Superior. For those who enjoy a chatty,
sentimental ramble, the book contains, in the
author’s words, “a multitude of vignettes and
true taies of Minnesota.”

TWO RECENT articles in the St. Paul Pioneer
Press call attention to the fiftieth anniversary of
Boy Scout activity in the United States. Writing
in the issue of February 7, Roy Dunlap de-
scribes the formation in Ramsey County of Min-
nesota’s first Boy Scout unit, and drawing on
early minutes of the organization, recounts some
of the difficulties it overcame and the milestones
in its growth. A feature article by Irvin Letofsky
published on February 14 pays tribute to
Charles L. Sommers of St. Paul as the “central
figure in the rich history of Northwest scouting.”

ILLUSTRATED articles appearing in recent St,
Paul papers recall vividly the opulence of the
1880s and 1890s, an era when fortunes made
in the opening of the West were spent with
grandiose extravagance. In the Pioneer Press
Pictorial Mugazine for November 22, Betty
Roney describes the “Moorish palace” built in
Stillwater by millionaive lumberman William
Sauntry; and Jim Carney recalls the days when
the St. Paul Midway boasted one of the nation’s
palatial horse-racing establishments in the Dis-
patch of December 1. According to the latter,
the race track and stables, known as “Kittson-
dale,” were the home of many a famous harness
racer of the 1880s and reflected the prosperity
of their builder, Norman Kittson, who had made
a fortune in fur trading and railroad promotion.
Montgomery Ward, Brown and Bigelow, and
several other commercial and industrial con-
cerns now occupy the site.

A ONE-ROOM schoolhouse of a typc that is
rapidly disappearing in Minnesota is the subject
of an article in The Farmer for October 3. This
example has been preserved by the Winona
County Historical Society as a permanent ex-
hibit on the Winona County fairgrounds at St.
Charles. 1t is among the projects of the Winona
County organization described by Dr. Lewis 1.
Younger in the December, 1958, issue of this
magazine.

NINE PRIZES of a thousand dollars each are
being offered by the McKnight Foundation of
St. Paul in connection with its humanities pro-
gram for 1960. They will be awarded to resi-
dents of Minnesota who submit outstanding
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unpublished works in the fields of American his-
tory, military history, or biography, ancient or
Kuropean history, the novel, the novella, the
drama, or the essay. Manuscripts submitted
must reach the foundation by December 1,
1960. For further details write to the secretary
of the foumdation, 736 Mendota Street, St.
Paul 6.

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

A DINNER at Coffman Memorial Union on the
University of Miunesota campus in Minneapolis
will mark the svciety’s hundred-and-eleventh
annual mecting, to be held on May 5. With Mr.
Sigurd F. Olson, a widely known Minnesota
conservationist and author, as the principal
speaker, the program will revolve about the role
of the voyageur in the state’s early history. The
menu will feature dishes enjoyed in the wildex-
ness, including wild goose and wild rice.

FIVE TOURS to areas of specia) historic inter-
est are being planned by the society for the
coming summer. They wil} include visits to the
lower Minnesota Valley and West Newton with
its old-time country store; the logging area
about Leech Lake and Big Fork, featuring a
tour of a lumber camp and a sawmili; the Lake
Mille Lacs country, centering about the society’s
newly acquired Jndian museum; the horder
lakes country north of Ely, long familiar to the
voyageurs of the fur-trade era; and the St. Croix
Valley. Three of the tours will occupy one day
only; that to Ely will last three days, and that
to Leech Lake, two days. The Mille Lacs trip
is planned for June 26 — the date of the dedica-
tion of the Indian museum. For all other tours,
dates will be announced later.

ON MARCH 4, Mr. Willoughby M. Babeock,
curator of newspapers on the staff of the society,
retired after forty-two years of service. He be-
gan his career with the society in 1918 as an
editorial assistant, and he served for many years
as curator of its museum. Readers of this maga-
zine will recall numerous articles and book re-
views that have appeared over his name in its

pages.

TO SUCCEED Mr. Babcock as newspaper
curator, Mr. Thomas F. Deahl of Minneapolis
has been named. He has attended the univer-
sities of Ohio, Miami, and Minnesota. studying
radio broadcasting, architecture, and sociology,
and he has recently been enrolled in the grad-
vate school of the University of Minnesota. He
joined the society's staff on March 21.
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ANOTHER recent addition to the staff is Mr.
Alan R. Woolworth, who became curator of the
museum on February 15. He came to St. Paul
trom Dearborn, Michigan, where he directed
the local historical museum. He holds bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in anthropology from the
universities of Nebraska and Minnesota, and he
has worked as a professional archaeologist for
the Smithsonian Institution and the State His-
torical Society of North Dakota. Articles from
his pen have appeared in a number of profes-
sional jowrnals and reports.

WITH THE death on December 8 of Miss
Laura Furness of St. Paul, the society lost a
valuable member of its honorary council who
was first elected to its executive council in 1942.
According to a writer for the Minneapolis
Tribune of December 13, her death “severed
one of Minnesota’s links with its early days,”
as well as with the society’s past. Her grand-
father, Governor Alexander Ramsey, was the
first president of the frontier historical society
upon its orgamization in 1849, and her mother,
Mrs. Marian Ramsey Furness, served on its ex-
ecutive council for many years previous to her
death in 1935.

A SURVEY of historic sites in Minnesota, now
in progress under the direction of the society’s
associate editor, Mrs. Holmquist, is described
and explained by Hal Quarfoth in the Minne-
apolis Tribune for February 14. Assisting her in
the project is Mrs. Brookins, editorial assistant;
Mr. Becker of the socicty's picture department
is photographing the sites as they are located.
Together, they are establishing a permanent
central file of significant sites and structures that
will serve as a guide for those concerned with
preservation in the future. Mr. Quarfoth notes
some of the houses, cabins, mills, schools,
churches, and other structures that have been
located, and he reproduces pictures of several.
In connection with the survey, which the so-
ciety hopes to keep up-to-date, it plans to pub-
lish a booklet containing descriptions of some
of the significant historic spots that visitors will
find attractive and Interesting.

ABOUT sixty members attended the first meet-
ing of the advisory committee of the Minnesota
Civil War and Sioux Uprising Centennial Com-
mission, held in the Weyerhaeuser Room of the
society’s building on February 12. Appoint-
ments to the committee, which consists of repre-
sentatives from every section of the state, were
announced earlier by Senator Leslie E. Westin
of St. Paul, chairman of the commission. Pre-
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liminary plans for the centennial observance
were {ormulated at the meeting. They were dis-
cussed further at a regional gathering held in
New Ulm on February 29, intended especially
to promote the event in the Minnesota Valley
and southern Minnesota.

AMONG readers who have made extensive use
of the society’s manuscript collections in recent
months is Miss Berta Ulloa of Mexico City, who
is preparing an inventory of manuscripts relat-
ing to Mexican history from 1910 to 1940 pre-
served in depositories in the United States. Miss
Ulloa’s Minnesota research has uncovered rich
sources pertaining to her subject in the papers
of John Lind, Frank B. Kellogg, James Gray,
Frank Matson, and others. With financial assist-
ance from the Rockefeller Foundation, the proj-
ect is being conducted under the auspices of
the College of Mexico, which plans to publish
4 guide to materials available in the United
States.

THE SOCIETY is indebted to the Colonial
Dames of Minnesota for two gifts of five hun-
dred dollars each, to be used toward specific
projects. One will help to make possible the
erection of permanent interpretive markers on
the original buildings remaining at Fort Snelling
and the foundations unearthed there in 1957
and 1958. The second grant will go toward the
publication of a guide to historic sites in Min-
nesota, nOw in preparation.

THE ONLY known copy of a pampblet on
Emigration to North America by ]osepfl Nelson
(London, 1869. 19 p.) has been acquired by
the society. It contains the printed version of a
letter to the president of the English poor law
board in which the author proposes the organ-
ization of a steamship company to promote the
transportation of emigrants to North America.
He especially recommends the Middle West for
settlement, stressing the advantages of Minne-
sota and states that border it.

A BRIEF article about the society’s new “Indian
Museum at Mille Lacs” by Mr. Fridley appears
in the November-December issue of the Conser-
vation Volunteer. Other staff members who have
contributed to recent publications include Mr.
Grahn and Mr. Dunn. The former discusses
“The Local Historical Society and Its Problems”
i the Missouri Historical Review for January,
and the latter is represented in Covers by a re-
priut of part of his article on “Mail for Pioneers”
of the St. Croix Valley, which appeared origi-
nally in the June, 1959, issue of this magazifle.
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