






partment of anthropology m the University of 
Minnesota and will be issued each spring and 
fall. The present number contains a report on 
the 1959 summer field session at Itasca State 
Park and describes plans for the 1960 session, 
which will conduct excavations in the Crooks-
ton-Fertile-Red Lake Falls area. A section on 
"Glacial Lake Agassiz and Prehistoric Man," ac­
companied by a map, describes a research pro­
gram now under way to "determine . . . the 
nature and sequence of human occupation as­
sociated with Glacial Lake Agassiz II." 

PLANS are now being made for a two-day 
seminar on the Civil War, to be held early in 
September on the campus of the University of 
Minnesota under the joint sponsorship of its ex­
tension division and the Twin Cities Civil War 
Roundtable. Included will be a forum on prob­
lems relating to the teaching of Civil War history 
in the high schools. Further details about the 
seminar will be announced later. 

THE MOVEMENT for "A Parkway for the 
Mighty Mississippi," as planned and promoted 
by ten river states, is reviewed by U. W, Hella in 
the Conservation Volunteer for the March-Aprfl. 
The writer, who is director of the division of 
state parks in Minnesota, sketches his story 
against a background of Mississippi River his­
tory, and he outlines plans for the parkway 
dating back as far as 1915. In a Minnesota re­
port submitted in 1956 no fewer than "65 sites 
were recommended as worthy of development 
in connection •with the Minnesota section of the 
parkway." 

LETTERS written in 1860 and 1861 by Albert 
H. Pratt, a young grain speculator in the upper 
Mississippi Valley, are the basis for Dorothy J. 
Ernst's article on a "Search for Fortune along 
the Mississippi" in the January issue of Mid-
America. The writer tefls how Pratt, beginning 
as a bookkeeper in Daniel WeUs' La Crosse and 
La Crescent Bank at Hokah, became inspired 
by visions of wealth to be reaped in tiade on the 
Mississippi. Operating on capital borrowed from 
Wefls, he "ranged up and down . . . the river, 
purchasing grain and distiibuting it for storage 
at La Crosse, Trempeleau, Winona, Hastings, 
and St. Paul." 

THE CAREER of "Friedrich Orthwein: Minne­
sota's First German Editor" is the subject of a 
sketch by John C. Massmann in the April-May 
issue of the American-German Review. Accord­
ing to this account, Orthwein came to Minnesota 
in 1855, following a varied career in Europe, 
North Africa, and Milwaukee. During the suc-
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ceeding four years he published several papers 
in the state, including the state's pioneer Ger­
man language daily, the Minnesota Deutsche 
Zeitung. The author tells how, through numer­
ous political, personal, and business vicissitudes, 
Orthwein insisted stubbornly on following "only 
such principles as would aid the German immi­
grant," until ill health and financial failure 
forced him to abandon journalism and leave 
Minnesota. 

A WELL-ILLUSTRATED summary of Big 
Stone County History by Mrs, Walter Wulff 
(1959. 122 p.) opens with brief general reviews 
on a county-wide basis of such topics as "Or­
ganization," "Schools and Churches," "Roads 
and Railroads," "Agriculture," "Pioneer Life," 
and "Nationalities." Sketches of villages and 
townships follow, and sections at the end deal 
with resorts on Big Stone Lake and granite 
quarries near Ortonville. 

HOUSED in a building of its own, erected at 
a cost of $70,000, is the museum of the Grant 
County Historical Society, which was dedicated 
with appropriate ceremonies on May 13 at El­
bow Lake. Participating in the program were 
Russell W. Fridley, director of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, and Arch Grahn, its field di­
rector. The museum was made possible through 
the generous bequest of the Misses Hannah and 
Betsy Anderson, and the museum forms a fitting 
memorial to their parents. Their father, Halvor 
Anderson, emigrated from Norway and settled 
in Elk Lake Township in 1867. Plans for the 
new structure were worked out with the co-op­
eration of the Minnesota Historical Society. The 
one-story brick structure includes a large exhibit 
gallery, a lobby and reception desk, a library, 
an oflSce, a workshop, and a storage area, as well 
as display windows. 

ST. LOUIS PARK is one of seven suburban 
communities to be considered in some detail by 
Albert I. Gordon in his recent study of Jews in 
Suburbia (Boston, 1959. 264 p , ) . Others are 
located across the nation from Boston on the 
east to Los Angeles on the west. Some mention 
is made of St. Louis Park's history and the back­
grounds of its Jewish population, though most 
of the material presented is statistical and socio­
logical. Numerous references to this Minnesota 
community occur throughout Babbi Gordon's 
study. 

THE SEVENTY-FIFTH anniversary of the 
birth of Sinclair Lewis and its accompanying 
commemoration, as noted in the March issue of 
Minnesota History (p. 40), continue to draw 
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attention to the author, his boyhood home, and 
"The Original Main Street" in Sauk Centre. 
Feature articles in the Minneapolis Tribune for 
March 13 and the St. Paul Pioneer Press for May 
1 treat these subjects from different points of 
view. In American Speech for May, C. Merton 
Babcock discusses "Americanisms in the Novels 
of Sinclair Lewis." 

N E W S OF T H E S O C I E T Y 

TOURS of the Minnesota Valley area and of the 
logging country about Grand Rapids and Big 
Fork were held under the society's auspices on 
May 15 and on June 11 and 12. Planned for later 
in the summer are a trip to Lake Mille Lacs on 
August 7, when the society's new Indian mu­
seum will be dedicated; a tour of the St. Croix 
Valley, with stops at Taylors Falls, Scandia, 
and Center City, on August 21; and a visit to the 
border lakes area about Ely and Winton, the 
mining community of Tower-Soudan, and 
the North Shore of Lake Superior from Sep­
tember 9 to 11. Reservations for all the tours 
should be made in advance with the society. 

FOR HIS ARTICLE on "Lumber and Labor in 
the Lake States," published in the March, 1959, 
issue of Minnesota History, Professor George B. 
Engberg of the department of history in the 
University of Cincinnati received the society's 
Solon J, Buck Award for 1959. The award, 
which carries with it a prize of fifty dollars, is 
given each year to the author of the best article 
appearing in the society's quarterly. The winner 
for 1959 was selected by a committee consisting 
of Father Colman Barry of St. John's University, 
Collegeville, Professor Carl Chrislock of Augs­
burg College, Minneapolis, and the editor of 
the quarterly. Father Colman, who was chair­
man of the committee, announced the award 
at the society's annual meeting in Minneapolis 
on May 5. 

ABOUT two hundred people attended the vari­
ous sessions and events that marked the thir­
teenth annual County History Institute held 
under the auspices of the society. It assembled 
on May 5 as one feature of the society's one-
hundred-and-eleventh annual meeting, and con­
tinued on the morning of May 6. Represented 
by those who attended the institute were forty-
two counties, seven independent historical mu­
seums, three states, and the Canadian province 
of Manitoba. Among the speakers was Henry 
D. Brown, director of the Detroit Historical So­
ciety, who appeared before a luncheon meeting. 
The sessions revolved about such subjects as 
plans for the Civfl War and Sioux Uprising cen­

tennial commemoration, genealogy, museum 
collections and techniques, and the financing of 
local historical work. 

THE rehabilitation of the Historical Building 
and the erection of a substantial addition that 
will provide space for its expanding collections 
and museum exhibits were among the recom­
mendations made in the final report of the Seff-
Survey Task Force for the society, submitted to 
the Governor on May 12. According to the 
report "the role of the state should be that of 
adequately housing, properly equipping, and 
suitably staffing" the society, and private con­
tributions and dues paid by members should be 
used in financing special projects and activities. 

THE SOCIETY is co-operating with the divi­
sion of state parks in planning the historical in­
terpretation of the newly estabhshed Crow 
Wing State Park near Brainerd. The park was 
authorized by the 1959 legislature, which ap­
propriated $15,000 for the purchase of the site 
with the provision that it be made available after 
a like amount was raised in the locality. The 
additional sum, raised by an association operat­
ing in Crow Wing and Morrison counties, was 
turned over to the state conservation department 
on April 28. It assures the preservation of 
the site of old Crow Wing, at the junction of the 
Mississippi and Crow Wing rivers, which fig­
ured in the French, British, and American eras 
of Minnesota's history, and was the scene of an 
important Sioux-Chippewa battle. 

THE FIELD NOTES of Wifliam Clark discov­
ered in 1953 in a St. Paul attic by the society's 
curator of manuscripts. Miss Lucile Kane, have 
been purchased from the heirs of General John 
Henry Hammond by Mr. Frederick W. Beinecke 
of New York and presented to the library of Yale 
University. The story of their discovery and the 
ensuing litigation involving them is fully cov­
ered in the issue of this magazine for June, 1959 
{ante, 36: 216-229) ; their final disposition is 
described in the Winter number of Manuscripts. 

A FORMER superintendent of the society, Dr. 
Solon J. Buck, was honored on April 8 in Wash­
ington, D.C. On that occasion a portrait of Dr. 
Buck by Bjorn Egeli was unveiled in the con­
ference room of the National Archives Building. 
Among the speakers was Dean Theodore C. 
Blegen of the graduate school in the University 
of Minnesota, who succeeded Dr. Buck as the 
society's superintendent in 1931. Dean Blegen's 
forthcoming retirement is the occasion for a re­
view of his career which appears in the Univer­
sity of Minnesota Alumni 'News for March. 
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