






writer, traveling from Detroit "across the north­
ern United States 'by the steam cars' to St. 
Paul." Obviously, this was impossible, since the 
Minnesota city did not acquire rail connections 
with points east until 1867. In the Winter num­
ber of the same magazine, John E, Parsons 
writes about "Steamboats in the 'Idaho' Gold 
Rush," including some smafl, shallow-draft 
vessels built in Minnesota. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A SCENE 

TO SUPPLEMENT his study of Politics in 
Minnesota, which is reviewed elsewhere in this 
issue, Professor G. Theodore Mitau has pub­
fished a Selected Bibliography of Minnesota 
Government, Politics and Public Finance Since 
1900 (St. Paul, 1960. 94 p . ) . Entries are 
grouped under state government and its various 
branches, local government, intergovernmental 
relations, public finance and taxation, and "Re­
lated Materials." Among the latter are many 
items of primary historical interest, such as 
William W. Folwell's History of Minnesota, 
John D. Hicks' Populist Revolt, and the papers 
of such Minnesota political figures as Ignatius 
Donnefly and Frank B. Kellogg. The bibliogra­
phy may be purchased from the Minnesota His­
torical Society for $1.50. 

THE COMMEMORATION at Sauk Centre 
and at other points in the state of "Sinclair 
Lewis Main Street Year," in accordance with 
a proclamation of the Governor, has drawn 
attention nationally to the seventy-fifth anniver­
sary of the novelist's birth and events in his 
career that are being marked in 1960 (see 
above, p. 40, 87) . Among the articles that call 
special attention to the fortieth anniversary of 
the publication of Main Street is one by Grace 
Hegger Lewis in the New York Times Maga­
zine for July 3. Under the title "When Lewis 
Walked Down Main Street," his first wife re­
caUs a visit to Sauk Centre in May, 1916, when 
she was introduced to her young husband's 
family and his home town. Illustrating the ac­
count are snapshots of places and people that 
Mrs. Lewis took during the visit, "The Library 
of Congress has marked the anniversaries in an 
exhibit which was on view in the foyer of its 
rare book division throughout the summer. 

THE NINETIETH anniversary issue of the 
Journal Lancet, published in May, features a 
survey of its "First Ninety Years" by Dr. J. 
Arthur Myers, and includes surveys of progress 
in various fields of medicine since 1870. Of 
special Minnesota interest is an article on the 
"Law of Medical Practice Requirements in 
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Minnesota" by Raymond Scaflen. Included also 
is the first of a series of articles by James Eck­
man on the "Ghost Medical Journals of Minne­
sota." In the present contribution, the author 
discusses the Minnesota Homoeopath, the 
state's pioneer medical journal issued in 1859. 

THE BEGINNINGS of the American-Swedish 
Institute of Minneapolis and the personality of 
its founder are described by Emil Berglund in 
the Winter-Spring issue of the institute's Bulle­
tin. The author presents "An Intimate Account 
of the Founding" of the organization, which 
was created on March 30, 1929, and later that 
year received a gift from Swan J. Turnblad 
which included full ownership of the Svenska 
Amerikanska Posten, then one of the nation's 
leading Swedish-language newspapers, the 
three-story building which housed it, and the 
donor's palatial residence in Minneapolis. 

ON JULY 10, the Polk County Historical So­
ciety opened a new museum with appropriate 
ceremonies. Located on the second floor of the 
old McKinley School in Crookston, the museum 
has been named for Dr. Halvor Holte, a pioneer 
physician of the area. Among those partici­
pating in the dedication program were Russell 
W. Fridley, director of the Minnesota Histori­
cal Society, and Arch Grahn, its field director. 
The museum quarters and some of the special 
exhibits are described in the June number of 
the Polk County Historian, official publication 
of this local society. The organization also has 
issued a booklet in which its president, Don 
Myrold, recounts The Fascinating Story of 
Ancient Lake Agassiz (8 p . ) . 

N E W S OF T H E S O C I E T Y 

THE DEDICATION of the society's new State 
Indian Museum on Mifle Lacs Lake took place 
on the grounds of the local Indian school on 
August 7, Participating in the program were 
Governor Orville L, Freeman, President O. 
Meredith Wilson of the University of Minne­
sota, Mr. Arthur Naftalin, state commissioner 
of administration, and Senator C. C. Mitchell 
of Princeton, The society's president, Mr. John 
de Laittre, presided. Some fifteen hundred peo­
ple, including those who participated in the 
society's third summer tour of the 1960 season, 
attended the ceremonies. It has been estimated 
that more than four thousand visitors saw the 
exhibits on the opening day. A special preview 
on the morning of August 7 gave members of 
the society's executive council and staff an op­
portunity not only to see the new museum, but 
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to meet Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Ayer, whose 
generosity made it possible, 

THE FARM near Elk River once owned by 
Oliver H, Kelley, founder of the National 
Grange, was the scene of a special program 
arranged by the society on August 14. The 
speaker was Professor Gflbert C. Fite of the 
University of Oklahoma, who took as his sub­
ject "A Quarter Century of Pohtical and Eco­
nomic Frustration: American Farm Policy since 
1935." Preceding this address, a picnic lunch 
was served on the grounds of Kelley's home, 
which has been restored for preservation by the 
National Grange. The house, built in 1867, 
served as headquarters for the Grange until 
1870. 

AS CHAIRMAN of the program committee of 
the American Association for State and Local 
History, Mr. Fridley arranged the program for 
its twentieth annual meeting, which was held in 
Iowa City from August 31 to September 3. He 
also participated in the program, speaking at a 
luncheon which followed the dedication on 
August 31 of the new Centennial Building of 
the State Historical Society of Iowa. The society 
was represented also by Miss Heilbron, who 
took part in a discussion of "The Historical So­
ciety Magazine — Does it Have a Future?", and 
by Miss Kane, who was a member of a panel on 
"Manuscript Collecting in the Twentieth Cen­
tury: The Batde of the Bulk." Mr. Clark J. 
Pahlas of the Olmsted County Historical So­
ciety, Rochester, participated in a panel on 
"New Directions and Traditional Functions in 
Our Local Historical Societies." 

MISS KANE is the author of a bulletin on the 
care and processing of manuscripts which will 
be published about October 1 by the American 
Association for State and Local History. Copies 
should be ordered from the association, which 
has its headquarters in Madison, Wisconsin. 

THE EIGHTH in the series of annual teachers' 
institutes to be held under the society's auspices 
will open at 1:00 P.M. on October 6 with ses­
sions in the auditorium of the State Office 
Building and the Weyerhaeuser Room of the 
Historical Building, The first will center about 
a coming centennial, with a discussion of 
"Teaching the Civil War and Sioux Uprising in 
the Schools," Among the speakers participating 
will be Walter N, Trenerry, a vice-president of 
the society, and Dean Melva Lind of Gustavus 
Adolphus College, St, Peter, a member of the 
society's executive council. Professor G. Theo­
dore Mitau of Macalester College, St, Paul, will 

be the speaker for the second session, which has 
"Politics in Minnesota" as its theme. A coffee 
hour sponsored by the Women's Organization 
of the society, a tour of the building, and a 
dinner in the cafeteria of the State Highway 
Building will be other features of the institute. 

THE APPOINTMENT of Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen as research fellow in Minnesota history 
on the society's staff has been made possible 
through funds received from private sources. 
It carries with it a grant, extending over two 
years, for research and writing looking toward 
the publication of an up-to-date history of Min­
nesota. Dr. Blegen, who retired on July 1 as 
dean of the University of Minnesota graduate 
school, v/as associated with the society from 
1922 to 1939, first as assistant superintendent 
and later as superintendent. He plans to begin 
his new project on November 1. 

A GRANT of $2,000 has been received by the 
society from the Northern States Power Com­
pany to finance an archaeological survey of 
Prairie Island in the Mississippi River north of 
Red Wing. The work of excavation is being 
directed by Professor Elden Johnson of the 
University of Minnesota department of anthro­
pology. His early findings, which include some 
major village sites, are described in the St. Paul 
Dispatch and the Minneapolis Tribune for July 
13. The power company, which is planning to 
erect a generating plant on the island in about 
a decade, is interested in exploring archaeologi­
cal remains in the area before construction 
begins. 

A BEQUEST of $1,000 was received by the 
society under the wfll of the late Victor Law-
son of Willmar, a member of the society's hono­
rary council. From the estate of the late Mrs. 
Mabel O. Todd of Minneapohs, a hfe member 
of long standing, the society received $200. 

THE SOCIETY figures prominently in Theo­
dore C. Blegen's tribute to "Solon Justus Buck 
— Scholar-Administrator," which appears in the 
American Archivist for July. It was presented 
at the unveiling of Bjorn Egeli's portrait of Dr. 
Buck in the conference room of the National 
Archives on April 8. Dr. Blegen stresses the 
transformation of the society under Dr. Buck's 
guidance between 1914 and 1931 "from a skull-
capped institution with a genteel genealogical 
fragrance into a modern, scientific historical so­
ciety that took rank among the very best in the 
nation." Published in the same issue of the 
Archivist, is Ernst Posner's sketch of Dr. Buck's 
career as an archivist. 
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