











to meet Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Ayer, whose
generosity made it possible.

THE FARM near Elk River once owned by
Oliver H. Kelley, founder of the National
Grange, was the scene of a special program
arranged by the society on August 14. The
speaker was Professor Gilbert C. Fite of the
University of Oklahoma, who took as his sub-
ject “A Quarter Century of Political and Eco-
nomic Frustration: American Farm Policy since
1935.” Preceding this address, a picnic lunch
was served on the grounds of Kelley’s home,
which has been restored for preservation by the
National Grange. The house, built in 1867,
served as heagquarters for the Grange until
1870.

AS CHAIRMAN of the program committee of
the American Association for State and Local
History, Mr. Fridley arranged the program for
its twentieth annual meeting, which was held in
Iowa City from August 31 to September 3. He
also participated in the program, speaking at a
luncheon which followed the dedication on
August 31 of the new Centennial Building of
the State Historical Society of Iowa. The society
was represented also by Miss Heilbron, who
took part in a discussion of “The Historical So-
ciety Magazine — Does it Have a Future?”, and
by Miss Kane, who was a member of a panel on
“Manuscript Collecting in the Twentieth Cen-
tury: The Battle of the Bulk.” Mr. Clark J.
Pahlas of the Olmsted County Historical So-
ciety, Rochester, participated in a panel on
“New Directions and Traditional Functions in
Our Local Historical Societies.”

MISS KANE is the author of a bulletin on the
care and processing of manuscripts which will
be published about October 1 by the American
Association for State and Local History. Copies
should be ordered from the association, which
has its headquarters in Madison, Wisconsin,

THE EIGHTH in the series of annual teachers’
institutes to be held under the society’s auspices
will open at 1:00 p.m. on October 6 with ses-
sions in the auditorium of the State Office
Building and the Weyerhaeuser Room of the
Historical Building. The first will center about
a coming centennial, with a discussion of
“Teaching the Civil War and Sioux Uprising in
the Schools.” Among the speakers participating
will be Walter N. Trenerry, a vice-president of
the society, and Dean Melva Lind of Gustavus
Adolphus College, St. Peter, a member of the
society’s executive council. Professor G. Theo-
dore Mitau of Macalester College, St. Paul, will
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be the speaker for the second session, which has
“Politics in Minnesota” as its theme. A coffee
hour sponsored by the Women's Organization
of the society, a tour of the building, and a
dinner in the cafeteria of the State Highway
Building will be other features of the institute.

THE APPOINTMENT of Dr. Theodore C.
Blegen as research fellow in Minnesota history
on the society’s staff has been made possible
through funds received from private sources.
1t carries with it a grant, extending over two
years, for research and writing looking toward
the publication of an up-to-date history of Min-
nesota, Dr. Blegen, who retired on July 1 as
dean of the University of Minnesota graduate
school, was associated with the society from
1922 to 1939, first as assistant superintendent
and later as superintendent. He plans to begin
his new project on November 1.

A GRANT of $2,000 has been received by the
society from the Northern States Power Com-
pany to finance an archaeological survey of
Prairie Island in the Mississippi River north of
Red Wing. The work of excavation is being
directed by Professor Elden Johnson of the
University of Minnesota department of anthro-
pology. His early findings, which include some
major village sites, are described in the St. Paul
Dispatch and the Minneapolis Tribune for July
13. The power company, which is planning to
erect a generating plant on the island in about
a decade, is interested in exploring archaeologi-
cal remains in the area before construction
begins.

A BEQUEST of $1,000 was received by the
society under the will of the late Victor Law-
son of Willmar, a member of the society’s hono-
rary council. From the estate of the late Mrs,
Mabel O. Todd of Minneapolis, a life member
of long standing, the society received $200.

THE SOCIETY figures prominently in Theo-
dore C. Blegen’s tribute to “Solon Justus Buck
— Scholar-Administrator,” which appears in the
American Archivist for July. It was presented
at the unveiling of Bjorn Egeli’s portrait of Dr,
Buck in the conference room of the National
Archives on April 8. Dr. Blegen stresses the
transformation of the society under Dr. Buck’s
guidance between 1914 and 1931 “from a skull-
capped institution with a genteel genealogical
fragrance into a modern, scientific historical so-
ciety that took rank among the very best in the
nation.” Published in the same issue of the
Archivist, is Ernst Posner’s sketch of Dr. Buck's
career as an archivist.
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