












the verge of starvation, and will have to 
leave if they do not get help. The crops 
are now looking splendid, I never saw the 
prospects better for a good crop. Do let 
me know immediatly if you cannot do some­
thing for these people. The county has not 
any funds to help them out of their desti­
tution and I do not know what to do with 
them. I do hope you will do all you can to 
relieve the poor sufferers, the case is very 
urging. I do hope the good Lord will give 
us a good crop, and stop the suffering it is 
our prayer allmost from every house."^^ 

Still the end had not come. In 1876 
new sicarms of grasshoppers, descending 
from the Red River Valley, spread destruc­
tion even farther through the state, visiting 
forty counties and damaging five hundred 
thousand acres of crops.'"' The human side 
of this story was revealed in the stream 
of letters which continued to pour across 
the governor's desk. John S. Pillsbury 
succeeded Davis as chief executive in Janu­
ary, 1876, and it was to him that a Jackson 
County farmer addressed the foUowing un­
dated communication: 

If you got any more Relief Provision I 
wish you would Send me Some as I have 
none and I want to Stay at home and Put in 
some Croap and try and Raise Something 
for next winter, there is no work to Be had 
around Here even at 25 Cents a Day. now if 
you cant help those that want to help them­
selves I think it is not Wright to help thooes 
that never lost 5 Doller worth Since they 
came on this Pararie as it has Been the Case 
with a Good Many around Here, these is 
Some around here that Has Been away all 
last Summer and they Got more Help than 
thoose that Stayed here and lost there 
Croaps. Now I lost over $100 worth of Seed 
last Season Have only 20 Bushels of wheat 
and a few Potatoes and now if you cant 
send me what will keep us until I get 
through Seeding I will have to leave my 
plase without any Croaps. I have 80 acres 
under cultivation we are 8 in the famfly the 

Oldest of the children is only 10 years old 
Six children in all. trusting you will help 
soon.^i 

From Charlestown in Redwood County 
came another plea, dated February 15, 
probably 1877: 

I your obedient servant will state in this 
letter my desire in regard of some aid. I 
will state how long i have suffert with the 
Grasshopper Plague; I have suffert with 
them since 19th June 1873 and i don't know 
how much more we all have to suffer with 
them this year. Here i will state to your Ex. 
how much I received from those men from 
Winona, one sack of white flour and a sack 
of corn meal, a few lbs. of Pork and a few 
other articles; and a few pieces of old cloth­
ing for my children.^^ Here i will give you 
the number of my Family which they de­
pend on me. We are as follows 7 childern 
and me, and my Wife The childern age are 
asa follows: One Boy 15 year one girl is 13 
years sec: girl 10 years, third girl 6 years, the 
sec: Boy 5 years, the fourth girl 3 years and 
fifth a Boy of 4 Weeks old, that is the numer­
ation of my Family. If your Ex: could favor 
me with some aid, I will acknowledge thank­
fully for it. I shall here mentioned once more 
that is all I have received since any aid was 
distributed. . . . And ff your Ex. would 
assisting my Brether with some aid he 
would acknowledge thankfully to your Ex. 
he is a small Family 2 childern him and 
his Wife, One Boy 12 years the other Boy 
6 years old.^^ 

The spring and early summer montJis of 
1877 saw the farmers' last bitter struggle 
unth the locust hordes — a struggle to which 
Governor Pillsbury gave active leadership 
and encouragement. The following note 

" Riis to Davis, file no. 361. 
'" Folwell, Minnesota, 3:105. 
=1 D. W. N to Pillsbury, file no. 386. 
^ These were apparently donations handled by 

some private charitable group. 
==' George L. W to Pillsbury, file no. 386. 
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from Sacred Heart in Renville County was 
evidently written on March 21, 1877, in 
response to a promise of help from the 

zovernor: 

yours came duely to hand, I will be very 
Thankful to you if you will Send Something 
to my Family as we have Baked [?] the last 
of our Flower in the house and the Prospects 
looks Poor for anny more the Children is 
Bare Footed. Please send what you have 
and we will be thankfull.^* 

THE NEEDS of these and hundreds of 
other destitute farmers were met hy both 
private charity and state aid. Space does 
not permit a full account of the relief efforts, 
but it is important to point out that help was 
provided. For example, during 1871 over 
$15,400 in cash was received by the gov­
ernor's relief committee for distribution 
among suffering frontier settlers in Minne­
sota. In addition, contributions of clothing, 
bedding, and provisions came to an esti­
mated value of eleven thousand dollars. In 
late 1874 and early 1875 a committee ap­
pointed by Governor Davis and headed by 
General Henry H. Sibley collected money 
and supplies for the state's grasshopper-
ridden farmers. By January, 1875, Sibley 
reported that $18,959 had been received. 
Of this amount $10,800 had been donated 
by counties outside the stricken area, follow­
ing an urgent appeal by Governor Davis tliat 
such action be taken. The state legislature 
later reimbursed the counties and some in­
dividuals for their donations.^'' Relief from 

' Henry F. B- - to Pillsbury, file no. 386. 
"Minnesota, House Journal, 1872, p . 401; Sen­

ate Journal, 1875, p. 97-106; Trenerry, in Minne­
sota History, 36:55. A large amount of correspond­
ence relating to the work of the later committee 
may be found in box 15 of the Sibley Papers, owned 
by the Minnesota Historical Society. 

* Minnesota, General Laws, 1873, p . 254; 1874, 
p. 251, 253; 1875, p . 182; Trenerry, in Minnesota 
History, 36:57-59. 
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A settler's home on the prairie 

private sources continued to be provided 
through the winter of 1876-77. 

Once awakened to the extent of the emer­
gency, the legislature did not turn its back 
on needy citizens. In January, 1873, the 
lawmakers appropriated five thousand dol­
lars for medicines and medical care, while 
in the following year an additional five 
thousand dollars was provided for direct 
relief, plus twenty-five thousand dollars to 
help farmers buy seed grain. In 1875 an­
other twenty thousand dollars was appro­
priated for "the immediate relief of the 
suffering settlers on the frontier," and other 
funds were made available with which to 
buy seed. Further state aid was provided for 
suffering settlers in 1876 and 1877." 

The large amounts of money and goods 
distributed by private charity to Minnesota 
farmers in the 1870s indicate a philanthropic 
spirit among both individuals and organized 
groups who fared better than the destitute 
farmers. Legislative help demonstrated that 
there was no basic philosophical objection 
to providing state aid to suffering and 
needy citizens when it seemed in the best 
interests of the individuals and the state. 

THE INDEX for volume 36 of Minnesota 
History is now available. While the supply lasts, 
members and subscribers may receive copies by 
writing to Mrs. Phyllis Sandstrom, Minnesota 
Historical Society, St. Paul I. 
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