




















from Sacred Heart in Renville County was
evidently written on March 21, 1877, in
response to a promise of help from the
gﬂUGTﬂf)T.’

yours came duely to hand, I will be very
Thanktul to you if you will Send Something
to my Family as we have Baked [?] the last
of our Flower in the house and the Prospects
looks Poor for anny more  the Children is
Bare Footed. Please send what you have
and we will be thankfull.2*

THE NEEDS of these and hundreds of
other destitute farmers were met by both
private charity and state aid. Space does
not permit a full account of the relief efforts,
but it is important to point out that help was
provided. For example, during 1871 over
$15,400 in cash was received by the gou-
ernor’s relief committee for distribution
among suffering frontier settlers in Minne-
sota. In addition, contributions of clothing,
bedding, and provisions came to an esti-
mated value of eleven thousand dollars. In
late 1874 and early 1875 a committee ap-
pointed by Governor Davis and headed by
General Henry H. Sibley collected money
and supplies for the state’s grasshopper-
ridden farmers. By January, 1875, Sibley
reported that $18,959 had been received.
Of this amount $10.800 had been donated
by counties outside the stricken area, follow-
ing an urgent appeal by Governor Davis that
such action be taken. The state legislature
later reimbursed the counties and some in-
dividuals for their donations.* Relief from

* Henry F. B to Pillsbury, file no. 386.

® Minnesota, House Journal, 1872, p. 401; Sen-
ate Journal, 1875, p. 97-106; Trenerry, in Minne-
sota History, 36:55. A large amount of correspond-
ence relating to the work of the later committee
may be found in box 15 of the Sibley Papers, owned
by the Minnesota Historical Society.

” Minnesota, General Laws, 1873, p. 254; 1874,
p- 251, 253; 1875, p. 182; Trenerry, in Minnesota
History, 36:57-59.

THE PICTURE on page 208 is used through the
courtesy of the Lac qui Parle County Historical So-
ciety; the others are from the Minnesota Historical
Society’s collection.
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A seltler's home on the prairie

private sources continued to be provided
through the winter of 1876-77.

Once awakened to the extent of the emer-
gency, the legisluture did not turn its back
on needy citizens. In January, 1873, the
lawmakers appropriated five thousand dol-
lars for medicines and medical care, while
in the following year an additional five
thousand dollars was provided for direct
relief, plus twenty-five thousand dollars to
help farmers buy seed grain. In 1875 an-
other twenty thousand dollars was appro-
priated for “the immediate relief of the
suffering seitlers on the frontier,” and other
funds were made available with which to
buy seed. Further state aid was provided for
suffering settlers in 1876 and 1877.%¢

The large amounts of money and goods
distributed by private charity to Minnesota
farmers in the 1870s indicate a philanthropic
spirit among both individuals and organized
groups who fared better than the destitute
farmers. Legislative help demonstrated that
there was no basic philosophical objection
to providing state aid to suffering and
needy citizens when it seemed in the best
interests of the individuals and the state.

THE INDEX for volume 36 of Minnesota
History is now available. While the supply lasts,
members and subscribers may receive copies by
writing to Mrs. Phyllis Sandstrom, Minnesota
Historical Society, St. Paul 1.
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