






T H E M I N N E S O T A S C E N E 

THE MOST RECENT Bulletin (no. 41) of the 
Minnesota Geological Survey entitled The Pre­
cambrian Geology and Geochronology of Minne­
sota is the work of five scientists, headed by 
Samuel S. Goldich, representing a number of 
disciplines (Minneapohs, the University of Min­
nesota Press, I96I. xxi, 193 p . ) . The work is 
not recommended for light bedtime reading. Its 
language is technical; its results are abstiuse, 
if not incomprehensible, to the average layman. 
Nevertheless, the material here presented has 
significance for scholars concerned with Minne­
sota's backgrounds, for its authors have at­
tempted a revised classification and dating of 
the Precambrian rocks that underlie a large part 
of the state. Along the North Shore, the border 
lakes, and on the iron ranges, these venerable 
rocks are often exposed; near St. Cloud they 
form the basis for the granite industiy; and in 
the Minnesota River Valley they occasionally 
outcrop to provide "the sites of numerous quar­
ries." The authors explain that the objective of 
their study "was to date by radioactivity meth­
ods" various rock types and from this to "build 
the framework of a time scale" for the Precam­
brian series. After devoting a chapter to explain­
ing the methods they used, the authors go on to 
present the results of their analysis of 126 sam­
ples in three chapters dealing with northern, 
east-cential, and southwestern Minnesota. A 
final chapter is devoted to the "Development of 
a Precambrian Classification." The entire work 
is illustiated with numerous photographs, 
charts, and maps. J.D.H. 

CONSIDERABLE information on three genera­
tions of a well-known St. Paul brewing family 
and on the successful business they established 
are to be found in an article by John T. Flanagan 
entitled "Theodore Hamm Founds a Brewery" 
in the December number of the American-Ger­
man Review. In this substantial article, the 
author describes the beginnings of the company 
in 1865 when Theodore Hamm, who "was by 
occupation a butcher, not a brewer," acquired 
a mortgage on A. F. Keller's Excelsior Brewery 
on Phalen Creek. Mr. Flanagan goes on to ex­
plain how Theodore, his son William, and his 
grandson William, Jr., built this business into 
the seventh largest brewing company in the 
United States in 1959. Facts and figures on the 
company's development from 1865 to I960 
noted by the author include the incorporation 
of the Theo. Hamm Brewing Company in 1896; 
its expansion in the twentieth century under 
WiUiam, its first use of the now-famous slogan, 
"From the Land of Sky Blue Waters" in 1947, 

and its acquisition of additional facilities in 
California and Maryland in the 1950s under 
William, Jr. The author also provides a good 
deal of valuable biographical information on the 
Hamm family, which first settled in St. Paul in 
1856. He discusses the activities of jolly, talka­
tive Theodore Hamm, his operation of a board­
ing house on the St. Paul levee in the 1860s, of 
a local flour mill in the 1870s, and his founding 
of the Hamm Realty Company. The many-sided 
career of William Hamm also receives attention 
— his services on the St. Paul City Council and 
the city's park board, his expansion of the Hamm 
Realty Company, his investment in a chain of 
motion picture theaters, and his purchase of a 
controlling interest in the Emporium, a St. Paul 
department store, in 1925. The formation of the 
Hamm Foundation in 1952 and its work through 
1958 are also mentioned. 

THE SEVENTY-FIVE-YEAR fife of the Water-
ous Company, "probably the nation's largest 
manufacturer of pumps used in fire-fighting," is 
reviewed in an article by Stephen Alnes in the 
St. Paul Sunday Pioneer Press for January 29. 
Moved from Winnipeg to St. Paul in 1886, the 
company was, according to Mr. Alnes, "an off­
shoot of a family organization which began 
doing business in Canada 117 years ago. Mile­
stones in its history are noted, including the 
production in 1898 of the first gasoline-powered 
purhper and the development eight years later 
of the first self-propelled fire truck. The article 
is illustrated with a drawing of a pumper manu­
factured in the 1880s. 

INTEREST has been mounting over the past 
months in the preservation of St. Paul's historic 
buildings, a number of which are threatened by 
plans for freeway development and urban re­
newal. A historic sites committee of the city 
planning board, recently organized under the 
chairmanship of Mrs. Donald W. DeCoster, Jr., 
is currently undertaking a survey of places and 
buildings in the city which are worthy of preser­
vation or marking. The committee hopes to pre­
vent "the complete demolition of the flavor of 
old St. Paul," while at the same time working 
"within the framework of over-all planning," 
according to Mrs. DeCoster. Twelve of the sites 
under study are shown in a picture article by 
Gareth Hiebert, appearing in the St. Paul Pio­
neer Press Sunday Pictorial Magazine for May 7 
under the title "This is Our Heritage: What 
ShaU We Do With It?" 

A CATALOGUE of its Eastman Johnson Col­
lection: Paintings of Chippewa Indians has been 
issued by the St. Louis County Historical So-

June 1961 263 



ciety. It includes brief descriptions of the fifteen 
oil paintings and twenty charcoal drawdngs done 
by Johnson during a visit to Superior, Wisconsin, 
in 1857. Thirty-two of these were purchased 
and presented to the city of Duluth by Richard 
Teller Crane in 1908, and they are now on 
display in the society's building, along with a 
collection of Indian clothing and ornaments 
originally owned by the artist. The booklet also 
contains a very brief sketch of Johnson's lffe. 

A BRIEF history of the Redwood Falls Gazette, 
calling attention to the importance of news­
papers as a source of history, is published in the 
issue of that paper for December 15, I960, in 
the form of an editorial by Scott Shoen, its 
editor. He lists some of the men responsible for 
the simultaneous growth of the town and its 
newspaper, which once served seven counties 
in southwestern Minnesota. Mr. Shoen points 
out that the first Redwood Falls newspaper — 
the Patriot — was issued in 1866, and was fol­
lowed in 1869 by the Gazette, which has 
appeared continuously since that date. 

THE FIRST issue of a new mimeographed 
quarterly bulletin called Over the Years and 
dedicated to the recording of "something of the 
changing scenes around us" was published in 
January by the Dakota County Historical Soci­
ety. The publication contains information on 
the activities of the county society and presents 
interesting bits of the area's history. 

N E W S OF T H E S O C I E T Y 

THE CASH PRIZE accompanying the society's 
Solon J. Buck award, which has hitherto been 
fifty dollars, was increased this year to a hundred 
dollars through the generosity of an anonymous 
donor. The award was established in 1954 and 
is given each year to the author of the best 
article appearing in Minnesota History. Pieces 
written by members of the society's staff are in­
eligible, and purely reminiscent or documentary 
articles have generally been excluded from 
consideration, as have those which represent 
chapters from books already scheduled for pub­
lication. These restiictions, however, may be 
varied at the discretion of the committee which 
is appointed annually to select the wdnning 
essay. For I960 the award was presented to Mr. 
John Hartmann of Minneapolis for his article on 
"The Minnesota Gag Law and the Fourteenth 
Amendment," which appeared in the December 
issue. It was the first published work by Mr. 
Hartmann, who is at present enrolled in the 
University of Minnesota graduate school. The 
winner was selected by a committee consisting 
of Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, Dean Emeritus of 

the University of Minnesota graduate school. 
Professor Earle J. Wigley of Mankato State Col­
lege, and Miss Bertha Heilbron, who was editor 
of Minnesota History during the year under 
consideration. Dr. Blegen, chairman of the com­
mittee, announced the award at the society's 
annual meeting in Minneapolis on April 14. 

A GRANT of $25,000 to establish a revolving 
publications fund was recently made to the 
society by the Louis W. and Maud Hill Family 
Foimdation of St. Paul. This is one of the largest 
contiibutions ever received for the society's 
publications program, which has been almost 
entirely supported by private funds during the 
institution's long existence. Although the State 
of Minnesota pays the salaries of publications 
department personnel, no state appropriations 
are made to cover the cost of issuing the society's 
magazines and books. This generous grant from 
the Hill Foundation will be used to finance 
deserving manuscripts of book or pamphlet 
length, which can be expected to return the cost 
of their pubhcation to the fund so that addi­
tional titles can then be issued. The first publi­
cation to be financed from this grant will be a 
substantial illustiated booklet on the Sioux 
Uprising of 1862 by Kenneth Carley. It is sched­
uled to appear later this year. 

A CORRECTED reprint of volume 2 of Wflham 
W. FolweU's History of Minnesota is now avail­
able and may be ordered from the society for 
$7.95. The work covers Minnesota's participa­
tion in the Civil and Sioux wars. Volume I, 
reprinted in 1956, is also in stock, but in recent 
weeks volume 3 has followed its predecessors 
out of print, and there remain only a few copies 
of volume 4. 

MEMBERS of the society's staff are represented 
in recent publications by three articles. Writing 
in the Journal of the Society of Architectural 
Historians for December, Robert Wheeler de­
scribes Cloquet's "Frank Lloyd Wright Filling 
Station, 1958." The discovery of eighteen copper 
trade kettles at the foot of HorsetaU Rapids on 
the border lakes canoe route is recounted by 
Alan Woolworth in the Spring issue of The 
Beaver under the title "In Search of the Past on 
the Voyageur's Highway." In the Minnesota 
Elementary Principal for Spring, Thomas Deahl 
discusses the "Civfl and Indian Wars: Should 
We Commemorate Them?" He disagrees with 
those who would "hide the violence, disguise 
the bitterness, tear the human guts from the 
drama," feefing that each "genuine encounter 
with history drives the sense of national identity 
just a little deeper." 
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