











ciety. It includes brief descriptions of the fifteen
oil paintings and twenty charcoal drawings done
by Johnson during a visit to Superior, Wisconsin,
in 1857. Thirty-two of these were purchased
and presented to the city of Duluth by Richard
Teller Crane in 1908, and they are now on
display in the society’s building, along with a
collection of Indian clothing and ornaments
originally owned by the artist. The booklet also
contains a very brief sketch of Johnson’s life.

A BRIEF history of the Redwood Falls Gazette,
calling attention to the importance of news-
papers as a source of history, is published in the
issue of that paper for December 15, 1960, in
the form of an editorial by Scott Shoen, its
editor. He lists some of the men responsible for
the simultaneous growth of the town and its
newspaper, which once served seven counties
in southwestern Minnesota. Mr. Shoen points
out that the first Redwood Falls newspaper —
the Patriot — was issued in 1866, and was fol-
lowed in 1869 by the Gazette, which has
appeared continuously since that date.

THE FIRST issue of a new mimeographed
quarterly bulletin called Over the Years and
dedicated to the recording of “something of the
changing scenes around us” was published in
January by the Dakota County Historical Soci-
ety. The publication contains information on
the activities of the county society and presents
interesting bits of the area’s history.

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

THE CASH PRIZE accompanying the society’s
Solon J. Buck award, which has hitherto been
fifty dollars, was increased this year to a hundred
dollars through the generosity of an anonymous
donor. The award was established in 1954 and
is given each year to the author of the best
article appearing in Minnesota History. Pieces
written by members of the society’s staff are in-
eligible, and purely reminiscent or documentary
articles have generally been excluded from
consideration, as have those which represent
chapters from books already scheduled for pub-
lication. These restrictions, however, may be
varied at the discretion of the committee which
is appointed annually to select the winning
essay. For 1960 the award was presented to Mr.
John Hartmann of Minneapolis for his article on
“The Minnesota Gag Law and the Fourteenth
Amendment,” which appeared in the December
issue. It was the first published work by Mr.
Hartmann, who is at present enrolled in the
University of Minnesota graduate school. The
winner was selected by a committee consisting
of Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, Dean Emeritus of
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the University of Minnesota graduate school,
Professor Earle |. Wigley of Mankato State Col-
lege, and Miss Bertha Heilbron, who was editor
of Minnesota History during the year under
consideration. Dr. Blegen, chairman of the com-
mittee, announced the award at the society’s
annual meeting in Minneapolis on April 14.

A GRANT of $25,000 to establish a revolving
publications fund was recently made to the
society by the Louis W. and Maud Hill Family
Foundation of St. Paul. This is one of the largest
contributions ever received for the society’s
publications program, which has been almost
entirely supported by private funds during the
institution’s long existence. Although the State
of Minnesota pays the salaries of publications
department personnel, no state appropriations
are made to cover the cost of issuing the society’s
magazines and books. This generous grant from
the Hill Foundation will be used to finance
deserving manuscripts of book or pamphlet
length, which can be expected to return the cost
of their publication to the fund so that addi-
tiona] titles can then be issued. The first publi-
cation to be financed from this grant will be a
substantial illustrated booklet on the Sioux
Uprising of 1862 by Kenneth Carley. It is sched-
uled to appear later this year.

A CORRECTED reprint of volume 2 of William
W. Folwell's History of Minnesota is now avail-
able and may be ordered from the society for
$7.95. The work covers Minnesota’s participa-
tion in the Civil and Sioux wars. Volume 1,
reprinted in 1956, is also in stock, but in recent
weeks volume 3 has followed its predecessors
out of print, and there remain only a few copies
of volume 4.

MEMBERS of the scciety’s staff are represented
in recent publications by three articles. Writing
in the Journal of the Society of Architectural
Historians for December, Robert Wheeler de-
seribes Cloquet’s “Frank Lloyd Wright Filling
Station, 1958.” The discovery of eighteen copper
trade kettles at the foot of Horsetail Rapids on
the border lakes cance route is recounted by
Alan Woolworth in the Spring issue of The
Beaver under the title “In Search of the Past on
the Voyageur’s Highway.” In the Minnesota
Elem-entar& Principal for Spring, Thomas Deahl
discusses the “Civil and Indian Wars: Should
We Commemorate Them?” He disagrees with
those who would “hide the violence, disguise
the bitterness, tear the human guts from the
drama,” feeling that each “genuine encounter
with history drives the sense of national identity
just a little deeper.”
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