






had made that he asked him to manage concert 
tours for his organization. With that, "Blakely 
was started on the most profitable business of his 
life." Material from the Blakely Papers, owned 
hy the New York Pubfic Library, is used to il­
lustrate the problems he encountered during 
his years with Gilmore and later with John 
Philip Sousa. 

UNDER THE TITLE "All my immense labor 
for nothing . . ." in the June issue of American 
Heritage, Humphrey Doermann tries to sum­
marize in eight and a haff pages the various 
careers of Ignatius DonneUy. As a "personality 
sketch" the article abounds in intimate touches, 
is readable, compact, and commendably ac­
curate. The reader who is unacquainted with 
Donnelly's life will find the piece interesting and 
colorful, but he will gain fittle idea of the Min-
nesotan's true stature in agrarian reform move­
ments. Nor will he receive much help from 
the editor's brief suggestions "For further read­
ing," for two of the three books mentioned — 
Gerald W. Johnson's The Lunatic Fringe and 
Martin Gardner's In the Name of Science — are 
neither informative nor reliable as sources on 
Donnelly. R.G. 

NOTES from the political conventions of 1856 
by Murat Halstead, "a Cincinnati journalist with 
an intense devotion to the principles of freedom 
and abolitionism," have been edited by William 
B. Hesseltine and Rex G. Fisher for publication 
in an annotated volume entitled Trimmers, 
Trucklers ir Temporizers (Madison, State His­
torical Society of Wisconsin, I96I. 128 p. 
$3.50.). Expressing "no doubts" that the big 
question before the people was the extension 
of slavery, Halstead wrote "caustic" reports 
describing how the politicians tried to avoid 
the issue. The editors observe that his accounts 
of "the conventions which offered Fillmore, 
Buchanan, and Fremont to the American elec­
torate had an incisive quafity and make a useful 
and fresh source for an understanding of the 
efforts of politicians to stay the coming civil 
war." 

INFORMATION on "Efiigy Mounds National 
Monument," an area containing "ample tangible 
evidence of prehistoric occupation," is given 
hy archaeologists Wiffred D. Logan and John 
E. Ingmanson in the April issue of the Palimp­
sest. The authors follow briefly the history of 
the site from the late Pleistocene period to the 
coming of the white man and summarize the 
long struggle for its preservation and establish­
ment as a national monument. Photographs of 
the area are included. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A S C E N E 

TWO HIGHLY specialized iron tools used by 
Minnesota Indians are discussed in illustrated 
articles appearing in the Minnesota Archaeolo­
gist for April. In what he believes to be the first 
published work on "Birch Bark Cutting Tools," 
Fred K. Blessing describes this "unique imple­
ment" employed by the Chippewa. Burton W. 
Thayer examines the uses of "A Sioux Quill 
Iron," and suggests that these implements may 
have been manufactured by government-em­
ployed blacksmiths. 

A STUDY of the Pleistocene Geology of the 
Randall Region, Central Minnesota by Allan F. 
Schneider comprises number 40 of the Bulletins 
of the Minnesota Geological Survey (Minne­
apolis, University of Minnesota Press, 1961. 151 
p. $4.25.). Of a highly technical nature, the 
work delves deeply into the glacial geology of 
the area immediately west of the Mississippi 
River in western Morrison and eastern Todd 
counties. The author describes in detail the sur­
face geology and Pleistocene history of the land 
and reviews significant regional relations. The 
book is illustrated with numerous charts, pic­
tures, and maps. 

A CENTENNIAL number of Brown County's 
Heritage, published by the Brown County His­
torical Society at New Ulm, was issued in March 
to commemorate "1861: First Year of the Civil 
War" ( I I p . ) . It presents a chronological ac­
count of the raising of volunteers in Brown 
County and gives vivid glimpses of the military 
events of that year through extracts from 
manuscripts owned by the local society. These 
range from a petition sent to Congress in Feb­
ruary, I86I, by fifty-three New Ulm citizens 
praying that the government take active meas­
ures against the rebel states, to a letter from a 
Brown County volunteer in the First Minnesota 
Battery of Light Artillery, who wrote to his 
wife on New Year's Day, 1862, that "only a suc­
cessful ending of this war wfll repay me." 

THE INFLUENCE of a St. Paul street on a 
well-known Jazz Age novelist is the subject of an 
article by Irvin Letofsky entitled "F. Scott Fitz­
gerald on Summit Avenue" which appears in the 
April issue of Select. As a boyhood resident on 
and near Summit Avenue, Fitzgerald was ob­
viously fascinated by the fashionable thorough­
fare and all it stood for. Mr. Letofsky presents 
some new material supporting this theme drawn 
from interviews with several of Fitzgerald's 
early St. Paul acquaintances, who recall their 
associations with the future novelist. The author 
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also quotes various references to Summit Avenue 
found in the novelist's writings, including the 
vivid description of the "prideful avenue" and 
its "pretentious stone houses" which appeared 
in a two-part serial called "The Popular Girl," 
published in the Saturday Evening Post in 1922. 

FEATURE ARTICLES on the Alexander Ram­
sey house in St. Paul appear in both the Minne­
apolis Sunday Tribune and the Sf. Paul Sunday 
Pioneer Press for April 9. Writing in the Pioneer 
Press, Kathryn Boardman describes "the lovely 
gray-stone house" as one of "Minnesota's most 
tangible links with the Civil War past." Hal 
Quarfoth's article in the Tribune is accompanied 
by six interior photographs of the mansion. Both 
pieces are based on interviews with Miss Anna 
E. R. Furness, the granddaughter of Alexander 
Ramsey, who still resides in the historic home at 
265 South Exchange Street. Reminiscences and 
family anecdotes are included, as well as de­
scriptions of the house and its contents. 

A BRIEF history of St. Paul Lodge No. 59 of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is 
included in a booklet published in commemora­
tion of the organization's 74th Anniversary (St. 
Paul, 1961. 68 p.) Beginning with an account 
of its founding on December 5, 1886, the 
group's varying fortunes are followed, from its 
days of prosperity during the 1890s, when it was 
nicknamed the "Silk Stocking Lodge," through 
its decline in the late 1930s and early 1940s, to 
its present revival, which was marked by the 
dedication of a newly acquired lodge building in 
1958. The events and the names of the men who 
took part in them have been gathered from the 
records of the organization and from contempo­
rary newspapers. 

UNDER the tide "Fares, Transfers, and Other 
Pertinent Facts About Streetcars — 1 8 7 3 -
1960," in the Winter issue of Hennepin County 
History, Joseph W. Zalusky examines the devel­
opment of the Minneapolis Street Railway Com­
pany— its fare rates, costs of operation, and 
drivers' duties. Special attention is given to the 
transfer, "an idea that contributed considerable" 
to the growth of the system. "A Portfolio of 
Twin City Transfers" and photographs of early 
local streetcars are included. Appearing in the 
same issue is a short article by Avery Stubbs on 
"The Presbyterians in Western Hennepin 
County: I863-I876." The author teUs how the 
denomination flourished under the leadership of 
the Reverend James Hunter and the Reverend 
Charles Thayer. In a second piece Mr. Zalusky 
describes "The New Minneapolis Library & 
Athenaeum: Its Unusual History." 

N E W S OF T H E S O C I E T Y 

A PORTFOLIO of outstanding color reproduc­
tions of four paintings which represent "Frontier 
Minnesota" is the first project of the Graphic 
Arts Reproduction Fund of the Minnesota His­
torical Society. It is hoped that income from the 
sale of these prints — which will include "Lake 
Superior, 1869," by Francis Hopkins; "Fort 
Snelling, 1844," by J. C. Wfld; "St. Paul, 1855," 
by S. Holmes Andrews; and the "Battle of Nash­
ville," by Howard Pyle — will help to establish 
a permanent fund dedicated to making avail­
able to more Minnesotans the pictorial resources 
of the society's collection. The initial project is 
being prepared at no cost to the society by 
various members of the Twin Cities graphic 
arts industry, who are pooling their skills and 
resources to create reproductions which will be 
a lasting source of pride to those who own them. 

THREE MINNESOTA historic sites of national 
significance have recently been called to the at­
tention of the National Park Service by the 
Mirmesota Historical Society. In renewing its 
request that the Northwest Angle be considered 
for national monument status, the society also 
asked that Fort St. Charles be studied separately 
for possible designation as a national historic 
landmark. Similar action was requested on be­
half of Lake Itasca, which, as the ultimate 
source of the Mississippi River, was the goal of 
a three-century search by explorers of many na­
tions. The site of the ancient Sioux viUage of 
Kathio on the shore of Mflle Lacs Lake was at 
the same time recommended for consideration 
as a national monument. 

A NEW pictorial history of The Sioux Uprising 
of 1862, by Kenneth Carley, wfll be pubfished 
in October by the society (80 p . ) . Containing 
ninety-six illustrations and a two-page map, it 
will present a lively, accurate, and concise ac­
count of the bloody uprising which depopulated 
southwestern Minnesota and introduced a gen­
eration of Indian fighting on the Great Plains. 
It wfll include a bibliography and an index and 
wiU be priced at $3.75 for a cloth-bound edition 
and $2.50 in a paper cover. 

READERS who are looking for information on 
the loon, Minnesota's new state bird, will find 
ten pages devoted to the subject in the Fall, 
1961, issue of the Gopher Historian, the so­
ciety's magazine for schools. The material in­
cludes an article, a story, a poem, and several 
pages of photographs. Separate copies of this 
issue may be ordered from the society for fifty 
cents each. 
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