











also quotes various references to Summit Avenue
found in the novelist’s writings, including the
vivid description of the “prideful avenue” and
its “pretentious stone houses” which appeared
in a two-part serial called “The Popular Girl,”
published in the Saturday Evening Post in 1922,

FEATURE ARTICLES on the Alexander Ram-
sey house in St. Paul appear in both the Minne-
apolis Sunday Tribune and the St. Paul Sunday
Pioneer Press for April 9. Writing in the Pioneer
Press, Kathryn Boardman describes “the lovely
gray-stone house” as one of “Minnesota’s most
tangible links with the Civil War past.” Hal
Quarfoth’s article in the Tribune is accompanied
by six interior photographs of the mansion. Both
pieces are based on interviews with Miss Anna
E. R. Furness, the granddaughter of Alexander
Ramsey, who still resides in the historic home at
265 South Exchange Street. Reminiscences and
family anecdotes are included, as well as de-
scriptions of the house and its contents.

A BRIEF history of St. Paul Lodge No. 39 of
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is
included in a booklet published in commemora-
tion of the organization’s 74th Anniversary (St.
Paul, 1961. 68 p.) Beginning with an account
of its founding on December 5, 1886, the
group’s varying fortunes are followed, from its
days of prosperity during the 1890s, when it was
nicknamed the “Silk Stocking Lodge,” through
its decline in the late 1930s and early 1940s, to
its present revival, which was marked by the
dedication of a newly acquired lodge building in
1958. The events and the names of the men who
took part in them have been gathered from the
records of the organization and from contempo-
rary newspapers.

UNDER the title “Fares, Transfers, and Other
Pertinent Facts About Streetcars— 1873—
1960,” in the Winter issue of Hennepin County
History, Joseph W. Zalusky examines the devel-
opment of the Minneapolis Street Railway Com-
pany — its fare rates, costs of operation, and
drivers’ duties. Special attention is given to the
transfer, “an idea that contributed considerable”
to the growth of the system. “A Portfolio of
Twin City Transfers” and photographs of early
local streetcars are included. Appearing in the
same issue is a short article by Avery Stubbs on
“The Presbyterians in Western Hennepin
County: 1863-1876." The author tells how the
denomination flourished under the leadership of
the Reverend James Hunter and the Reverend
Charles Thayer. In a second piece Mr. Zalusky
describes “The New Minneanolis Library &
Athenaeum: Its Unusual History.” ’
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

A PORTFOLIO of outstanding color reproduc-
tions of four paintings which represent “Frontier
Minnesota” is the first project of the Graphic
Arts Reproduction Fund of the Minnesota His-
torical Society. It is hoped that income from the
sale of these prints — which will include “Lake
Superior, 1869," by Francis Hopkins; “Fort
Snelling, 1844, by J. C. Wild; “St. Paul, 1855,”
by S. Holmes Andrews; and the “Battle of Nash-
ville,” by Howard Pyle — will help to establish
a permanent fund dedicated to making avail-
able to more Minnesatans the pictorial resources
of the society’s collection. The initial project is
being prepared at no cost to the society by
various members of the Twin Cities graphic
arts industry, who are pooling their skills and
resources to create reproductions which will be
a lasting source of pride to those who own them.

THREE MINNESOTA historic sites of national
significance have recently been called to the at-
tention of the National Park Service by the
Minnesota Historical Society. In renewing its
request that the Northwest Angle be considered
for national monument status, the society also
asked that Fort St. Charles be studied separately
for possible designation as a national historic
landmark. Similar action was requested on be-
half of Lake Itasca, which, as the ultimate
source of the Mississippi River, was the goal of
a three-century search by explorers of many na-
tions. The site of the ancient Sioux villaée of
Kathio on the shore of Mille Lacs Lake was at
the same time recommended for consideration
as a national monument.

A NEW pictorial history of The Sioux Uprising
of 1862, by Kenneth Carley, will be published
in October by the society (80 p.). Containing
ninety-six illustrations and a tu;o—page map, it
will present a lively, accurate, and concise ac-
count of the bloody uprising which depopulated
southwestern Minnesota and introduced a gen-
eration of Indian fighting on the Great Plains.
It will include a bibliography and an index and
will be priced at $3.75 for a cloth-bound edition
and $2.50 in a paper cover.

READERS who are looking for information on
the loon, Minnesota’s new state hird, will find
ten pages devoted to the subject in the Fall,
1961, issue of the Gopher Historian, the so-
ciety’s magazine for schools. The material in-
cludes an article, a story, a poem, and several
pages of photographs. Separate copies of this
issue may be ordered from the society for fifty
cents each.
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