










of weights and measures in which Jefferson 
received substantial collaborative support from 
James Madison. Unfortunately, Jefferson's pro­
gram failed to elicit support, and the editors 
of this volume are disposed to question his 
judgment in submitting an alternative, less 
drastic proposal and in providing an escape 
for opponents of the scheme through post­
ponement of action. 

Finally, one might mention that die volume 
contains the last letter written by Benjamin 
Frankfin prior to his death on April 17, 1790. 
Other items of incidental interest are Jeffer­
son's disposition of a portiait of Louis XVI 

enclosed in a diamond-studded frame that had 
been presented to him by the King of France; 
plants he sent from \^irginia to Madame de 
Tesse; and a seed of upland rice brought back 
by Lieutenant William Bligh of the ill-fated 
"Bounty." 

This is the sixteenth volume of the Jefferson 
Papers, and one begins to wonder who will be 
reviewing the last volume for Minnesota His­
tory. Nevertheless, the work represents a 
monument to sound scholarship, and sound 
scholarship must of necessity be a patience-
tiying business, so there would appear to be 
no alternative but to wait. 

. . . on the HISTORICAL HORIZON 
THE WILDERNESS area of Quetico-Superior 
on Minnesota's northeiTi border receives men­
tion in two recent books. A delightful chapter 
on this region is included in William O. Douglas' 
My Wilderness: East to Katalidin (Garden City, 
290 p . ) . There Justice Douglas describes a 
canoe trip, made in the company of Sigurd F. 
Olson of Ely, down Basswood River, into 
Crooked Lake, and on into the Quetico. The 
author mentions Arrow Rock on Crooked Lake 
witii its historic pictographs and many other 
scenic delights of the country of the voyagems. 
Both men are also represented in a second book 
entitled Wilderness: America's Living Heritage, 
edited by David Brower and published by the 
Sierra Club of San Francisco (1961. xvi, 204 p. 
$5.75.). The volume records talks and discus­
sions on many aspects of the need for wilder­
ness offered by participants in a conference 
sponsored by the club. Justice Douglas and Mr. 
Olson spoke at a session devoted to the topic 
"Wilderness and the Molding of Ameiican 
Character." Other speakers included Stewart 
Udall, Gerard Piel, Ansel Adams, and Joseph 
Wood Krutch. 

THIRTEEN PHOTOGRAPHS of die Na­
tional Farmers' Bank at Owatonna are included 
in a brief study of Louis Sulfivan by Albert Bush-
Brown (New York, 1960. 128 p . ) . The author 
describes the Owatonna bank as a "supreme 
achievement" with "a wonderful geometiy both 
in its mass and, significantly, in its interior space 
also." It is, he says, the best among the series 
of small Midwestern banks which were almost 
the only architectural product of Sullivan's last 
twenty-four years. 

SEVENTEEN PAGES are devoted to Minne­
sota publications in a bibliography of German-
American Newspapers and Periodicals, 1732— 
1955, by Karl J. Aindt and May E. Olson 
(Heidelberg, Germany, 1961. 794 p . ) . A brief 
summary of German cultural and religious or­
ganizations in Minnesota is presented in the 
inti-oductory note to the section. The listings 
include, in addition to place and date of publi­
cation, the location of existing files. Here the 
Minnesota Historical Society's newspaper col­
lection is well represented. 

IRISH immigration is discussed in a book by 
Bob Considine entitled It's the Irish (Garden 
City, 1961. 274 p.). In this highly personal 
and partisan account, Mr. Considuie clauns 
that the Irish were the first immigrant Amer­
icans to be called "foreigners," and that they 
were the first to suffer segregation and discrim­
ination. Among the topics to which he devotes 
chapters are the "Urban Irish," the "Laboring 
Irish," the "Politicking Irish," the "Worshiping 
Irish," and the "Fighting Irish." He gives brief 
biographical infoiTnation on St. Paul's Arch­
bishop John Ireland, whom he calls one of the 
"most notable members" of the liberal wing of 
the Catholic clergy in America and one of the 
"most universally revered of all American Irish 
prelates." 

AN ESSAY on "The Lewis-Clark Expedition 
Papers: The Genesis of a Case," by Redmond 
A. Burke and Robert Q. Kelly, which first ap­
peared in the De Paul Law Review in 1958, has 
been reprinted in a collection entitied Larui-
marks of Law: Highlights of Legal Opinicm, 
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edited by Ray D. Henson (New York, 1960. 
461 p . ) . In it the authors review the factual 
story behind the case of the Clark papers from 
President Jefferson's instructions to Lewis, to 
the final ruling of the United States Court of 
Appeals in 1958. They conclude that "our na­
tion is indebted to the jurists, attorneys, and 
disputants in this controversy, for illuminating 
a very important chapter in the history of our 
country." The same collection contains an es­
say on "Facts, Evidence, and Legal Proof," by 
Lee Loevinger of Minneapolis, who was ap­
pointed by President Kennedy in 1961 to head 
the antitrust division of the United States de­
partment of justice. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A S C E N E 

"THE HISTORY of Medicine in Sherburne 
County Prior to 1901" is related by Josie W. 
Pfeiffer and Dr. Robert Rosenthal in Minnesota 
Medicine for June, 1961. Pioneer physicians of 
the county are listed and biographical infor­
mation is given for many of them. According to 
the authors, "The medical history of the county 
began in 1873," when Doctor Nathaniel K. 
Whittemore, one year out of medical school, 
rode into the village of Elk River on a borrowed 
horse. Over the following twenty-seven years 
"it has been found that there were less than 
twenty different men who practiced medicine 
in the county." Pioneer dentists and druggists 
are also listed briefly. The authors have drawn 
their information largely from medical direc­
tories and local newspapers. 

SAILING in competition on Minnesota lakes 
from 1889 through 1960 is the main topic of 
a booklet entitled A History of the White Bear 
Yacht Club, compiled by Carl B. Drake and 
others (St. Paul, 1961. 158 p.). Officers of this 
sailing group are listed for each year through­
out its history, as are class entries and owners 
participating in the annual Inland Lakes re­
gattas. Listed also are team winners of inter-
lake regattas and class champions. A brief 
history of the club's tennis and golf activities 
is included. The publication is illusti-ated with 
numerous photographs of club members, sail­
ing craft, and some of the clubhouses that have 
been in use over the years. 

A PAMPHLET first printed in 1926, describ­
ing the personal experiences of Benedict Juni, 
who spent nearly nine weeks among the Sioux 
during the uprising of 1862, has been reissued 
under the title Held in Captivity (New Ulm, 
1961. 23 p. $1.00.). Juni, who was ten years 
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old at the time of his captivity, states that he 
was treated for the most part with kindness and 
consideration, and recalls his reluctance to part 
with his adopted family when he was delivered 
to the soldiers at Camp Release. Copies are 
available through the Brown County Historical 
Society at New Ulm. 

A USEFUL survey of Swedish settlement in 
Isanti County may be found in two recently 
issued mimeographed pamphlets: Dalarna in 
America by Dr. Alfred Bergin (Cambridge, 10 
p.) and A History of the Sioedish Lutheran Con­
gregation by Eric Norelius which has been 
translated by E. Hedenstrom (Cambridge, 9 p.). 
As the titles imply, the booklets contain infor­
mation on early settlers, who came largely from 
the Swedish province of Dalarna, and on the 
Swedish Lutheran congregations they founded. 

THE JUNIOR HISTORIAN program estab­
lished in November, 1960, by the Polk County 
Historical Society has been received with en­
thusiasm by history students in the county, ac­
cording to report appearing in the Crookston 
Daily Times for March 2. The article describes 
activities and projects carried out by chapters 
of the Junior Historical Society in various 
schools. As a part of this program, the county 
society annually presents an award to the out­
standing eleventh-grade history student in each 
of the county's high schools. Other facets of the 
society's work include the Holte Memorial 
Pioneer Museum, opened in April, 1961, a fi-
brary, a lecture series, and a newsletter for 
members. This "remarkably comprehensive and 
unusuafly imaginative program" last year re­
ceived an award of merit from the American 
Association for State and Local History. 

FOR HIS ARTICLE on "The Prairie Island 
Community: A Remnant of Minnesota Sioux," 
published in the September, 1961, issue of Min­
nesota History, Professor Roy W. Meyer of the 
department of English in Mankato State Col­
lege received the society's Solon J. Buck Award 
for 1961. The award, which carries with it a 
prize of a hundred dollars, is given each year 
to the author of the best article appearing in 
the society's quarterly. The winner for 1961 was 
selected by a committee consisting of Professor 
Philip D. Jordan of the University of Minnesota, 
Mrs. Mary W. Berthel, former associate editor 
on the society's staff, and Mrs. Rhoda R. Gilman, 
editor of the quarterly. Professor Jordan, who 
was chairman of the committee, announced the 
award at the society's annual meeting in St 
Paul on May 26. 
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