





























nomics, social classes, and amusements of the
Red River Settlement. Both articles are strik-
ingly illustrated, the first with sketches by
George E. Finlay, wha was an officer at Fort
Garry from 1846 to 1848. Readers of Minnesota
History will recall Clouston’s journal of a trip
from Fort Garry to St. Louis, upon which Mrs.
Mitchell based an article published in the June,
1958, issue of this magazine.

SINTEEN folk songs of the Red River Settle-
ment and Manitoba have been assembled by
Margaret Arnett MacLeod in a little book en-
titled Songs of Old Munitoba (Toronto, 1960,
93 p.). Eleven of the songs, which are printed
with music aud both French and English airs,
are drawn from the period of the fur trade
and the métis. They recount exploits of the
battle of Seven Oaks, Lord Selkirk, the buffalo
hunt, General James Dickson’s filibustering ex-
pedition of the 1830s, and the Riel rebellion.

“THE RE] RIVER on the Eve of Change:
1857-1859,” is the subject of an article by
W. L. Morton in the Autumn issue of The
Beaver, Mr, Morton examines the factors which
during this two-year period produced intense
pressures for change in the settlement’s govern-
ment and way of life — a demand that reached
an unsuccessful climax, then subsided, allowing
“a ten years’ reprieve from progress” to the
“unique and picturesque commumity along
the banks of the Red and the Assiniboine.” Ac-
cording to Mr. Morton the forces for change
included the machinations of hoth Canadian
and American annexationists; the prospective
expiration of the Hudson's Bay Company’s li-
cense to exclusive trade; and the pressure of
competition from free traders, especially those
operating from Minnesota. He concludes that
“The arvival of the S.S. Anson Northup in July
1859, and James Wickes Taylor’s visit in Au-
gust,” as well as the appearance in the same
year of the first Canadian trader and the found-
ing of the first newspaper, “were but after
effects of a movement which was rapidly sub-
siding.”

A HANDSOMELY yprinted, liberally anno-
tated. two-volume edition containing over four
hundred Letters of Francis Parkman has heen
edjted and provided with an informative in-
troduction by Wilbur R. Jacobs (Norman, Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1960. 204 p.,
286 p.). The correspondence covers the period
from 1841, just after the close of Parkman’s
freshnan vear at Harvard, to 1893, the year
of his death. Among the historian’s numerous

= .
correspondents were Henry R. Schooleraft,
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Lyman C. Draper, Jared Sparks, George Ban-
croft, Frederic Remington, Charles Eljot Nor-
ton, and Pierre Margry. Many intimate letters
in volume 2 deal with Parkman’s efforts to get
Margry’s collections published. Other docu-
ments shed light on Parkman’s rescarch
methods, on bis battle against ill health and
failing sight, and on his personal affairs. Of
special interest ave seven herctofore unpub-
lished letters, which supplement his journals,
written by Parkman to his parents while trav-
ersing the Oregon Trajl in 1846, and three
letters touching on his visit to Minnesota iu
1867. Unfortunately, Parkman gives no details
concerning his stop at Fort Snelling, saying
merely that he retraced Hennepin's course as
far as St. Anthony.

The Boston Brahmin himself is the subject
of a readable, but less substantial, study by
Howard Doughty entitled Francis Parkman
(New York, Muemillan, 1962. 414 p. $6.50).
Roughly biographical in content and arrange-
ment, the volume emphasizes Parkman’s works.
It is indexed, and though it is not annotated, it
contains a brief bibliographical note on the
sources used by the author,

J.D.H.

“MY PURPOSE in this essay is to survey
American historiographical endeavor in  the
years between 1607 and 1884 in an attempt to
discover why American historical studies de-
veloped as they did.” Thus writes David D.
Van Tassel in Recording America’s Past: An
Interpretation. of the Development of Histori-
cal Studies in America (Chicago, 1960. 222
p.). The author goes on to explain that he was
concerned “with trends and causes,” rather
than the work of individual historians, and
that he sclected 1884 as the terminal date of
his study because it “was the year that trained
historians took over the job of recording Amer-
ica’s past by organizing the American His-
torical Association.” Mr. Van Tassel proceeds
chronologically to survey “Colonial Origins of
Local History,” “Problems of National His-
tory,” “Nationalism versus Localism,” and
“Localism — the Lost Cause.” He touches on
the work of Edward D. Neill, noting that with
“Francis Parkman, Neill was one of the first to
make use of the as-vet-unpublished Jesuit Re-
lations as a source” for his History of Minne-
sota published in 1858. He also comments that
“Minnesotans were extremely slow in recording
the history” of their Civil War regiments. A
useful appendix lists American historical so-
cieties organized between 1790 and 1890, not-
ing correctly the founding of the Minnesota
Historical Society in 1849,
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THE CENTENNIAL in 1961 of Frederick
Jackson Turner’s birth has prompted the ap-
pearance of a fresh spate of works on the dis-
tingnishcd Wisconsinite, Among them is a new
volume entitled Wisconsin Witness to Fred.
erick Juckson Turner: A Collection of Essaiys
on the Historian and His Thesis, compiled by
O. Lawrence Buruette, Jr., and published by
the State Historical Socicty of Wisconsin
(Madison, 1961. 204 p. $4.00). The book re-
prints without change ten essays on various
aspects of the man and his thought which were
published in the Wisconsin Magazine of His-
tory between 1917 and 1947. Also included is
a biographical sketch of Turner by Merle E.
Curti, originally published in 1949 in Mexico.
The compiler has supplied an introduction to
the reprint, explaining that over the years the
Wisconsin journal “hecame a special vehicle
for the publication of material on or about the
state’s most illustrious historian.”

In the Winter, 1961, number of North
Dakota History, Gerard G. Steckler, writing
under the title “North Dakota versus Frederick
Jackson Turner,” undertakes to test Turner's
thesis against the history of North Dakota.
After briefly reviewing the state’s development,
Mr. Steckler concludes: “Apart [rom his failure
to spell out in concrete detajl railroad influence
i such states as North Dakota . . . Frederick
Jackson Turner's frontier thesis stands largely
vindicated when applied to the moving fron-
tier of the state of North Dakota.”

The essays which prompted the continuing
discussion — collected by Turner under the
title The Frontier in American History -— have
heen reissued in a new paperback edition by
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Ine. (New
York, 1962. 375 p. $1.95). To it Ray Allen
Billington contributes a foreword assessing the
work and its author. He comments that “Nao
one volume has done more to reshape the writ-
ing of American history.”

A SUBSTANTIAL, full-length biography en-
titled Stephen Watts Kearny: Soldier of the
West by Dwight L. Clarke has rescued that
notable military man from historical eclipse
(1961. 448 p.). The bulk of the book is de-
voted to Kearny’s carcer in the Southwest and
in California, his difficulties with John C. Fré-
mont, and to his domestic life. One chapter on
“The Winnebago War and Fort Crawford”
deals with Xearny's service at Prairie du
Chien, and another points up his important
role in creating “The First Dragoous.” Kearny's
1823 expedition into the Minnesota country is
barely mentioned, and the author provides no
assessment of its importance.
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THE CAREER of a frontier artist whose ad-
ventures began as a member of the Frémont
expedition of 1845 js the centrud theme of a work
entitled Edward Kern and American Expansion
by Robert V. Hine (New Haven, Yale Univer-
sity Press, 1962, 180 p. $6.00.). Although
much of the narrative revolves about Ned Kern,
his brothers Richard and Benjamin, who like
him were artists, figure prominently in the fas-
ciating tale recorded by Mr. Hine. And it
should be noted that the “expansion” here de-
scribed was not limited by mountains or even
by the Western Sea, but extended westward
across the Pacific to Japan. Young Kern was
concerned not only with picturing the West,
but with studying its topography, and, writes
Mr. Hines “through the Topographic Corps
Kern made his chief contribution as a scientist.”
The fact that many names connected with Mid-
west history figure in this romantic record of
the Far West enhances its interest for Minne-
sotans. Among them, in addition to that of
Frémont himself, are Jumes W. Abert, Stephen
Watts Kearny, John Mix Stanley, Henry R.
Schooleraft, and Seth Eastinan. The more than
fitty illustrations in the work include reproduc-
tions of several water colors that Eastman based
upon sketches by Edward Kern.

B.L.H.

IN A REPRINT somewhat crudely produced
by offset, the firm of Ross & Haines, Inc., has
issued a new cdition of Mary Eastmau’s Dah-
cotah: or, Life and Legends of the Sioux around
Fort Snelling (Minneapolis, 1962. $6.75.). It
makes available to contemporary readers some
of the tales collected by the wite of a soldier-
artist who was stationed at the Minnesota mili-
tary post during much of the decade of the
1840s. With the work appear reproductions in
black and white of the lithographs that Seth
Eastiman prepared for the original edition of
1849. The book, however, lacks an introduction
and annotations that could have given it value
for students of Midwest history.

THE University of Nebraska Press continues to
add outstanding titles to its Bison Book series
of paperback reprints. Among those issued in
1962 are: Our Landed Heritage: The Public
Domain, 1776-1936, by Roy M. Robbins, re-
printed from the Princeton University Press
edition  which appeared in 1942 (450 p.
$1.95); E. Douglas Branch’s classic on The
Hunting of the Buffalo to which |. Frank Dobie
has contributed some new introductory com-
ments on its cecentric author (240 p. §1.40):
Reminiscences of a Ranchman by Edgar B.
Bronson (370 p.  $1.50); Blackfoot Ll)dga
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Tales: The Story of a Prairic People by Grorge
B. Grivnell (310 p. $1.50); and Plenty-Coups:
Cliief of the Crows by Frank B. Linderman
(324 p. $1.50).

NATIONAL POLITICS in the troubled pre-
Civil War years during which Minncsota sought
and achieved statehood are examined in two
recent scholarly volumes. Of most direct interest
to Minnesotaus are The Letters of Stephen A.
Douglas, edited by Robert W, Johannsen (Uni-
versity of 1llinois Press, Urbana, 1961. 358 p.
$10.00.). Among them are several picces of
correspondence resulting from Douglas’ trp to
Minnesota in August, 1857, “to witness the
wonderful changes which have taken place in
this beautiful country within the period of ten
years, which has elapsed since I last saw it.”
In a letter addressed to Henry H. Sibley and a
committee of prominent Democrats, he de-
clined an invitation to address a public meet-
ing because “the people of Minnesota are now
cugaged in forming a constitution and organ-
izing a state government.” He did, however,
accept “with great pleasure” an invitation to
visit the Demoeratic wing of the constitutional
convention. In later letters, addvressed to vari-
ous Chicago newspapers, he refuted the charge
that his visit had a connection with the sale
of the Fort Snelling military reservatiou. This
transaction gives rise to one of the few men-
tious of Minnesota made by Philip S. Klein in
President Jumes Buchanan: A Biography (The
Pennsylvania State University Press, University
Park, 1962. 506 p. [lustrations. $7.50.).
Buchanan, according to Mr, Klein, was angry
with his sceretary of war, John B. Floyd, who
“had sold Fort Spelling in Minnesota to a New
York syndicate for a fraction of its value,” and
the prPsident “gave him a lashing for being a
dupe.” The struggle over Minnesota’s admission
as a state during Buchanan’s administration re-
ceives little discussion.

THE WASHINGTON peace conference of
February, 1861, is examined by Robert Gray
Gunderson in Old Gentlemen’s Convention
(University of Wisconsin Press, Madison, 1961.
168 p. Illustrations. 85.00.). As Mr. Gunder-
son describes it, the conference was called by
mocderate leaders, mainly from the border states,
in an attempt “to captwe the emotions and
channel the reactions of America’s moderate
majority,” and uvert war. Though representa-
tives were sought from all states, “Radicals in
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan refused to
negotiate with  “traitors”” Nearly a whole
chapter is devoted to the local sentiments, dis-
cussions, and political maneuverings which
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prevented the three states from participating
and thns hastened the breakdown of “the Ameri-
can genivs {for compromise, for adjustment, and
for conciljation.” For his work, Mr. Gunderson
has drawn upon “contemporury newspapers,
the legislative journals of participating states,
and ninety-three manuscript collections.” In
addition to extensive annotation, he has in-
cluded a critical bibliography of his sources.

THE STATES of Minnesota, Wisconsin, lowa,
Kansas, and Michigan are covered in a useful
checklist of Regimental Publications & Personal
Narratices of the Civil War, compiled by C. E.
Dornbusch and published by the New York
Public Library as volume one, part four, of the
series (New York, 1962. 93 p. $2.50). The
material is arranged by artillery, cavalry, and
infantry regiments, and the compiler supplies
the date each was organized and mustered out.
He then lists publications and personal ac-
counts for each regiment. As might be ex-
pected, the two volumes of Minnesota in the
Civil and Indian War and the publications of
the Minnesota Historical Society, including
this magazine, bulk large in the Minnesota list-
mgs.

THE BEGINNINGS of the Catholic church be-
tween the Allegheny and Rocky mountains is
the subject of Robert I. Trisco’s recently pub-
lished study of The Holy See and the Nascent
Church in the Middle Western United States,
1826-1850 (Rome, Gregorian University Press,
1962. 408 p. $5.90). Originally prepared by
the author as a doctoral dissertation and later
revised for publication, the work is arranged
topically undey the headings: dioceses, bishops,
clergy, material aid, religious orders, discipline.
Based largely upon the archives of the Sacred
Congregation de Propaganda Fide in Rome, it
contains an estensive bibliography and an
index. As might be expected from the period
covered, the study touches only briefly upon the
Minnesota area, merely recording the request
in 1849 “to set up a bishopric in St. Paul.”

THE CAREER of “Moses K. Armstrong” in
Dakota T crritory receives attention from Mary
Fleetwood in the Winter, 1961, number of
North Dakota History. The author uotes that
Armstrong began his frontier activities as a sur-
veyor in southern Minnesota, His work took him
in 1859 to the Yankton vicinity, where he was
to leave his mark on the Dukotas as a pioneer
surveyor of lands and railroads, second treasurer
of the territory, legislator, delegate to Congress,
and newspapér editor. Tn 1878 he returned to
Minnesota, living for a time at St. James. He
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died at Albert Lea in 1906. A uselul I)il)]iogru—
phy of material by and about Armstrong appears
in the magazine.

CONSUMER CO-OPERATIVES of Minnesota
and the upper Great Lakes region receive prom-
inent mention by Clarke A. Chambers in an
article on “The Cooperative League of the
United States of America, 1916-1961: A Study
of Social Theory and Social Action,” published
in the April issue of Agricultural History. Re-
viewing the beginnings of the organization, M.
Chambers states that “the Cooperative League
grew out of Jewish democratic socialism and
fratemalism and out of Finnish radicalism.” The
latter was supplied by the Finnish communities
of northern Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michi-
gan, where “the local cooperative was frequent-
ly the kind of community center that the
immigrant Church was elsewhere.” In 1920,
according to Mr. Chambers, the north central
states accounted for approximate}y sixty per
cent of the country’s gcneml retail co-opera-
tives, and amoug these “the Finnish-controlled
Central Cooperative Exchange enjoyed a dom-
inant position.” Later, in the early 1930s, he
lists: Midland Cuooperative of Minneapolis
among the farm purchasing associations which
“played a major role in League history.”

THE ATTITUDES of farmers toward New
Deal legislation designed to aid raral, depressed
areas during the 1930s are examined by Gilbert
C. Fite in an article entitled “Farmer Opinion
and the Agricultural Adjustment Act, 1933,” in
the March number of the Mississippi Valley I1is-
torical Review. Although “Opinions from the
grass roots often made a disharmonious chorus.”
on such guestions as surplus, cost of production,
acreage curtailment, and production control,
\Mr. Fite points out that the hundreds of letters
written to the secretary of agrieniture and the
president by farmers “show that they were not
an ignorant, inarticulatc group.” Ruther they
“were thinking carefully about their problems
and were much aware of the iniplications of the
New Deal farm program.” The author concludes
that the widespread demand for some sort of
farm relief placed the Rooscvelt administration
in a strong imsifjon to push agricultural Jegisla-
tion, but that “grass-toots opinion was more
revered in theory than in practice by policy-
makers.”

AN ABSORBING and perceptive biography of
Scott Fitzgerald, by Andrew Turnbull (New
York, 1962. 364 p.) makes a solid addition
to the growing Jiterature on the Minnesota
author. My, Turnbull has chosen to emphasize
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his  subject's somewhat elusive  personality
rather than his works, and as a result lie has
probed deeply into Fitzgerald’s famnily back-
ground and St. Paul boyhood. A brief "Notc on
Method and Sources” at the end of the book
reveals that in addition to using published
works and  Fitzgerald’s papers (owned b
Princeton University ), Mr. Turnbull based his
account on some 450 personal interviews and
cxtensive correspondence with  the author's
friends and associates. These include a number
of St. Paul people who knew him us a boy and
young man. Mr. Turnbull’s assessment of St.
Paul as a primary influence in Fitzgerald’s de-
velopment is apparently shared by Charles E.
Shain, author of a forty-cight-page essay on
F. Scott Fitzgerald, published m 1961 by the
University of Minnesota as number 15 in its
series of Pamphlets on American Writers. Mr.
Shain points out that although Titzgerald
ignored a friend’s advice that he “ ‘do for Sum-
mit Avenue what Lewis has dore for Main
Street,”” he nevertheless “made his own kind
of use of his Minnesota background.” Although
he admits that the “complete fusion between
[Fitzgerald's] life and his stories” makes it diffi-
cult to “trust the tale and not the author,” Mr.
Shain devotes himself to a critical interpreta-
tion of the jazz-age writer's work rather than a
biographical essay. R.R.C.

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

A THIRTY-FIVE-PAGE BOOKLET on Poiwcer
Development in Minnesota by Gene H. Hollen-
stein has been issued by the division of waters,
Minnesota department of conservation as vum-
ber 20 of its Bulleting (St. Paul, 1962). In a
brief introduction, the author reviews the his-
tory of water-pawer development in the state,
from the establishment in 1821 of a sawmill at
the Falls of St. Anthony to the present day.
Eusily the most important feature of the publi-
cation for the historian, however, is a table
listing 564 water-power dams built on Minne-
sota waters between 1839 and 1933, the dates
when those not now in existence were de-
stroyed, the present use and ownership of thase
surviving, and their locations. A map locating
the dams is keyed for use with the table.

LK.

THE LATEST bulletin of the Minnesota Geo-
logical Survey contains up-to-date information
on Minncsota’s eastern Mesabi Range, a district
of interest in recent years for its deposits of
taconite. Appeariug as Bulletin 43, it is entitled
The Geology of the Metamorphosed Biwabik
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Iron-Formation, Eastern Mesabi District, Min-
nesota, and was written by James N. Gundersen
and George M. Schwartz (Minneapoljs, Univer-
sity of Minnesota Press, 1962, 139 p. $4.25).
Nou detailed study of this arca has been made
since 1919. Thus the volume presents much
new data based upon core samples of the for-
mation. A brief but useful survey of the history
of mining development in the district, notably
in the Babbitt area, is included. Sections of the
work are devoted to technical discussions of
the stratigraphy, mineralogy, and metamor-
phism of the eustern Mesabi, and some com-
ments on the “Practical Aspects” of the study
appear as a final chapter. The book is illustrated
with numerous charts, pictures, and maps.

].D.H.

A USEFUL permanent record of a golden jubi-
lee celebration held in 1960 has been published
by the Oklee Herald under the title The Oklee
Commanity Story (1960. 96 p.). This substan-
tial, illustrated booklet, which was compiled by
a local historical committee in connection with
the jubilee, brings together much otherwise un-
available information on the development of the
Red Lake County villages of Oklee and Brooks,
and the townships of Chester, Deer Park,
Equuality, Garnes, }'Iibkory, Hill River, Johnson,
Lambert, Mayficld, and Poplar River. Much of
the data was gathered in inteyviews with old
residents of this area, which was opened for
settlement in the 1880s, 1890s, and the early
1900s. Included are sketches of early settlers in
each township, and of schools, churches, and
other organizations.

A BOOKLET compiled and illustrated by Ed-
ward Lettermann describes Farming in Early
Minnesota through the exhibits in the Ramsey
County Historical Society’s Agricultural Mu-
seum in St. Paul (1961. 46 p.). Designed to
appeal to school children, the pamphlet has
sections on “Getting a Farm,” “Clearing Land,”
“Building with Logs,” “Early Fences,” “Prepar-
ing a Seed Bed,” and “Harvesting.” Each sec-
tion js followed by a series of questions on the
material presented.

A THIRTY-ONE-PAGE booklet has been
issued by the Anoka Eleetric Cooperative to
mark its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1962. The
history of the organization is briefly told in a
collection of letters written by persons who
were active in its founding and management,
Pictures of past and present officers are in-
cluded, as well as a map of the extensive area
in cast central Minnesota serviced by the co-
operative.
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AN APPROPRIATION by the board of com-
missioners of Polk County has made possible the
publication of the Cenfennial History of Polk
County. by Thomas M. McCall (Crookston,
1961. n.p.). The book’s twenty-six short chap-
ters contain information on the organization of
the county and some of its early settlers; Glacial
Lake Agassiz; the Old Crossing Treaty of 1863,
with a description of the memorial park on that
site; and weather and precipitation trends over
the past fitty years. M. McCal) also discusscs
the development of the county’s welfare pro-
gram, its highways, and schools, devoting par-
ticular attention to the Northwest School and
Experiment Station at Crookston. Crop and
livestock reports and production tables are in-
cluded for the yeurs from 1910 through 1958,
as are several maps and photographs. The book
has uo index and suffers from the absence of
page numbers.

A SERIES of eight articles on St. Cloud and the
Sioux War by Gertrude B. Gove appeared in
the St. Cloud Daily Times for July 16, 17, 18,
and 23-27. The articles are based largely on
information from the St. Cloud Democrat of
1862, which was edited by Jane Grey Swiss-
helm. The anthor presents some history of the
city and recounts local events before and during
the Sioux Uprising, including the fortification
of the Broker Block and the construction of Fort
Holes. A detailed map of St. Cloud and some
early photographs accompany the story. Miss
Gove is also the compiler of St. Cloud in Min-
nesota History, a thirty-six-page pamphlet in-
tended as a study aid for St. Cloud students
using the textbooks entitled Minnesota, Past
and Present (1955), by Antoinette E. Ford, and
Minnesota Star of the North (1961), by Miss
Ford and Neomua Johnson. Subject headings
with page references to the two volumes are
Jisted.

MEMBERS and friends of the Minnesota His-
torical Society noted with deep regret the death
on November 25 of Mary W. Berthel, former
associate editor on the society’s staff. Mrs.
Berthel, who retived in 1958, served the society
for nearly thirty-six yvears. In that time she
edited and guided through the press some
twenty-six volumes, including Dr. William W.
Folwell's classic four-volune History of Minne-
sota, In some instances she was both author and
editer, notably in the preparation of Horns of
Thunder and Minnesota Under Four Flags. Her
long-continued, faithfu), and high-level services
and contributions to the institution make her
one of its genuine builders.
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