














the amount of space devoted to paid matter. 
In the issue of August 30, 1932, for instance, 
the following business firms purchased 
space: C. W. Olson Iron Works; General 
Tractor and Equipment Company; Clement 
F. Sculley (grading and excavating); W. S. 
Nott (contractors' supphes); Superior Brick; 
Thorman W. Rosholt (construction and in­
dustrial equipment); Commonwealth Elec­
tric Company (electrical engineers); Hertl 
Coal; Northern Coal and Dock Company; 
Northwestern Fuel Company; and Kunz Oil. 

The appearance of this type of advertising 
took place almost simultaneously with an 
expansion of public works and a state con­
struction program. The association was re­
ceiving a welcome return on the favors its 
candidates distributed in their official ca­
pacities. It is only surprising that the usually 
alert managers of the Leader required sev­
eral years to discover this small source of 
revenue, well known to major-party politi­
cians. Perhaps it took this long for the third 
party to prove its political strength and to 
overcome its scruples about associating with 
businessmen. 

The party was also slow to claim other 
"honest graft" available to experienced poli­
ticians of that era, such as profits from insur­
ance and bonding. In May, 1931, the Olson 
administration did begin to publish legal 
notices in sympathetic newspapers, but these 
constituted so small a proportion of the 
state's papers that Republican publishers 
continued to receive much of the work.2^ 

As early as December, 1930, however, the 
Farmer-Labor party asked state employees 
to contribute three per cent of their earnings 
to the sustaining fund. Two years later, when 
Governor Olson appointed Irwin C. Strout 
to the position of budget commissioner, an 
ofiice that controlled the classification and 
wages of state employees, the association put 
more pressure on government workers.2* 

State Commissioner Carl R. Erickson was 
quoted in the Leader of August 30, 1933, as 
saying; "A large percentage of the state em­
ployees, from Governor Olson down, are 
contributing 3 per cent of their salary to­

ward sustaining the Farmer-Labor Leader, 
but no employee has ever been forced to do 
so." The paper's editor went on to comment: 
"All of the state employees ought to be, if 
they are not, sympathizers with the Farmer-
Labor party. What would be more natural 
than for them to voluntarily 'kick-in'?" 

Campaign funds were obtained from a 
variety of sources. Olson himseff led the 
drive to pay for the party's race in 1930. 
Mrs. Frederick W. Wfftich, a leading figure 
in the League of Women Voters, formed 
the Olson All-Party Volunteer Committee, 
modeled after the all-party clubs for Alfred 
E. Smith in the presidential campaign of 
1928. Five thousand residents of the Twin 
Cities, including many Republicans, joined 
the organization.28 Thereafter, friction be­
tween the association and the all-party 
groups became a continuing irritant in 
Farmer-Labor party pohtics. Olson's throng 
of admirers in all camps contributed to his 
campaigns, which the party's state central 
committee managed. Funds for other can­
didates came from the association, indi­
vidual contributors, and especially from 
county committees and labor unions. 

If the Farmer-Laborites had been content 
to rely on such diverse and informal sources 
of revenue for their other operations, the 
association might have avoided the public 
distrust which eventually focused on its 
highly professional permanent organization, 
and the party it controUed might have con­
tinued longer as an independent influence. 
Although it is clear in retrospect that the 
association's growing concern with spoils 
and patronage damaged the movement, the 
organization was a vital factor in the long 
and surprisingly successful career of the 

^̂  Teigan to C. F. Gaarenstrom, May 2, 1931; to 
William FriedeU, May 2, 1931, Teigan Papers. 

"* Naftalin, "History of the Farmer-Labor Party," 
255; George H. Mayer, The Political Career of 
Floyd B. Olson, 148 (Minneapolis, 1951). 

'»Teigan to J. V. Himsl, February 25, 1932, Tei­
gan Papers; Olson to Irene Welby, August 1, 1935, 
Association Papers; Farmer-Labor Leader, October 
15, 1930; Mayer, Floyd B. Olson, 52, 113, 145, 247, 
278. 
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Farmer-Labor party. Its opponents fre­
quently revealed their envy of its activity, 
and a veteran political campaigner rated the 
association more effective than the Demo­
cratic-Farmer-Labor party that elected a 

'" Interview with Mr. Wilfiams. 

THE PICTURE on page 304 is from the collection 
of the Minnesota Historical Society. The cartoon 
on page 306 is from the Farmer-Labor Leader of 
December 30, 1931, and the one below, depicting 
Olson with the united support of "Farmer" and 
"Labor" is from the same paper, January 15, 1930. 

United States Senator and a state ticket in 
1954.3" 

Finally, it should be recalled that Floyd 
B. Olson, a dynamic political personality 
who might have won high office on his own 
merits, chose to work with the association 
and to build the party through this agency. 
Although changing times and internal prob­
lems eventually brought about its obsoles­
cence, the Farmer-Labor Association was an 
impressive testimonial to American political 
ingenuity. 

THE VERY THOUGHT OF IT SCARES 'EM 
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