






count of such manned flights as "Manhigh II" 
(launched from Crosby on August 19, 1957) 
and the "Strato-Lab" series, most of which rose 
over South Dakota. 

In The Sky's tlie Limit: The History of the 
Airliiws (Xew York, 1963. 317 p . ) , Charles J. 
Kelly, Jr., focuses on die commercial ratiier 
than the scientific challenge of the skv. In tlie 
course of his suiAey he devotes a chapter to 
Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr., and his contribution 
to commercial a\"iation. There is also a brief 
account of the development of Xortiiwest 
Orient -'yrhnes, as well as numerous scattered 
references to the Minnesota-based firm. R.G. 

RAILRO.\D BUFFS ^^-i^ welcome Leshe \ ' . 
Suprey's Steam Trains of the Soo (Mora, Minne­
sota, 1962. SO p.) but tiiev wiQ not be alone 
in aj^reciating tiie striking photographs witii 
which this picture histor\' of the Soo Line is 
filled. Although much of its information is con­
tained in picture captions, the book also includes 
a brief historical summar\' of the Minneapohs, 
St. Paul and Sault Ste. Xiarie Railwav, written 
by Jim Lydon, and a roster of Soo Line rail­
road locomotives. 

HEXRY DAVID THORK\U'S notes on his 
journey to the Northwest and the letters of his 
travehng companion, Horace Mann, Jr., have 
been edited by \\'alter Harding under the title 
Thoreau's Mintiesota Journey: Tivo Docujiients. 
Thev are published bv the Thoreau Societv as 
number sixteen of its Booklets (Geneseo, Xew 
York, 1962. 60 p . ) . -\s Mr. Harding points out 
in his introduction, Thoreau's notes were '"in­
tended onlv for is own use" and were "the skele­
ton on which he would hang a fullv-developed 
account of his excursion"—a work he did not 
hve long enough to complete. Aldiough Mr. 
Harding has done much to make the text under-
standable, a good deal of the autiior's meaning; 
must be guessed at. Mann's letters, giving a far 
more readable and connected picture of the 
trip, are presented in fuU for the first time. 
Readers of Minnesota History will recall tiiat 
several of them, edited bv Sir. Harding, ap­
peared in the June, 1961, issue of tiiis magazine, 
commemorating the centennial of Thoreau's 
\"isit to the state. 

IXTERFAITH co-operation among Protes­
tants, Cathohcs, and Jews is die subject of a 
volume entitied A Tale of Ten Cities: Tlie 
Triple Ghetto in American Religious Life, edi­
ted b\- Eugene J. Lipman and Albert \'orspan 
(Xew York, 1962. 344 p . ) . Included are chap­
ters written by anonymous "expert observers," 
whose reports are admittedlv not "scientific 

studies" but "straightforward accounts of what 
knowledgeable and active individuals know 
and see" in die various communities repre­
sented. Minneapolis and St. Paul are combmed 
(and compared) in one chapter. A brief review 
of "The Past" defines Mimiesota as a "land of 
churches" and quicklv examines fhe roots of 
the state's various rehgious groups. The name­
less autlior concludes that "too often rehgion 
has been the source of comniunit\' conflict and 
unworthv squabbles." He cites numerous past 
examples of interfaith tension, while in tiie 
area of "Social Disciimination," he feels tiiat 
"Religious segregation is strong" in botii of tiie 
Twin Cities. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A S C E N E 

A COLLECTIOX of documentary' materials 
made bv the Reverend Cohnan Barr\' for die 
archives of St. John's Abbev furnishes the basis 
of an article in the Scriptorium for 1962. In "St. 
John's Among the Chippewa: An Archive Sur-
\ev," die Reverend Tobias Maeder examines 
the scope of tiie documents and sketches tiie 
main features of the storv which thev tell. He 
points out that the invohement of the Benedic­
tine group widi the Indians was through so-
called "contract schools," of which St. John's 
operated tiiree from the 1870s until 1896 — 
one at the abbev itself, one on tiie \Miite Earth 
reser\ation, and one on the Red Lake reserva­
tion. The stor\- of tiiis effort is a long and com­
plicated one, invobing difficulties witii the 
United States government, ^^ t̂il Protestant 
groups active on tiie same reservations, and 
witii the bureau of Cathohc Indian missions. 
The unif\"ing element tiiroughout, Fatiier Mae­
der feels, "is tiie question of governmental finan­
cial support to sectarian groups." He concludes 
that "tiiis stor\- needs reteUing on a larger scale, 
taking into account the Indian tribes tiiat bene­
fited from tiie contract schools and government 
schools." 

A STUDY of Indians in Minnesota (Minneapo­
lis, 1962. 66 p.) has been published bv the 
League of Women ^'oters of Minnesota. Though 
primarily intended as a contemporan,- survev", 
it contains some historical data — including a 
brief re\-iew of federal and state laws affecting 
Minnesota Indians and background information 
on die economic, educational, healtii, and so­
cial problems of tiiis minorit\- group. The state's 
largest suigle Indian comniunitv is examined in 
greater detail b\- Merle Sherman in "A Geo­
graphic Study of tbe Red Lake Chippewa In­
dian Band of Minnesota," which appears in 
volimie thirt\-, number one, of the Proceeding's 
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of the Minnesota Academy of Science (1962). 
Mr. Sherman points out that these people oc­
cupy "a position set apart from the other In­
dians of the state" because they "have a closed 
reservation witb tiibal instead of individual 
ownership of land." This has made possible the 
development of community enterprises and "the 
exploitation of resources for their own benefit," 
most notably in the operation of a commercial 
fishery. Mr. Sherman recounts the story of this 
and other efforts and surveys the current situ­
ation of the band, concluding that with present 
population growth it is necessary to use more 
intensively the hmited resources of the land 
and to "provide for more processing on the 
reservation in order to increase job opportunities 
and to develop skills that can help those who 
leave the reservation to obtain employment." 

A SERIES of twelve articles that were assem­
bled by Julius F. Wolff, Jr., from personal in­
terviews as well as the notes and diaries of 
Joseph Brickner under the title "A Pioneer 
Game Warden" began in the Conservation Vol­
unteer for May, 1960, and continued through 
April, 1962. Mr. Brickner's experiences as a 
member of the Minnesota division of game and 
fish include service as a game warden in north­
ern Minnesota, chief warden, and warden su­
pervisor, and cover a twenty-eight-year period 
from 1922 until his retirement in 1950. In his 
wide-ranging reminiscences, Mr. Brickner 
notes that his dual role of apprehending viola­
tors and teaching conservation in many areas 
of the state began in St. Paul, where one of his 
earliest duties was to inspect fur shipments 
from that city. In the July, 1962, issue of the 
same magazine, Mr. Wolff began another se­
ries, entitled "A Forest Ranger's Diary," this 
time working from personal interviews and the 
notes of Leslie R. Beatty, who "spent many 
years in public service as an administrator of 
land and forest areas." 

AN ANNUAL GRANT of a thousand dollars 
to be used for awards and research assistance 
to further the society's publications program 
bas been made by the McKnight Foundation of 
St. Paul. In 1964 and 1965 half of this amount 
will be used as an award for the best book-
length manuscript received during each calen-
day year. Manuscripts should be over fifty 
thousand words, have their principal focus in 
the field of Minnesota history, and should con­
tribute fresh information or interpretations con­
cerning the area's past. Edited documentary 
contributions will be considered on the merits 
of the document itself and on the quality of 
the editing. If no deserving manuscript is sub­

mitted in the course of a year, the award will 
not be made. The generosity of the McKnight 
Foundation is also responsible for the color re­
productions of Civil War patriotic covers which 
enlivened the closing pages of this magazine's 
Civil War centennial issue, published in June. 
This assistance was given in addition to the 
five hundred dollars previously made available 
for the commissioning of art work in the cur­
rent volume of Minnesota History. 

A COMMITTEE of tiiree, including the Rever­
end Vincent Tegeder, head of the history de­
partment in St. John's University, Collegeville, 
Dr. Maude L. Lindquist, chairman of the his­
tory department in the University of Minnesota, 
Duluth, and Mrs. Rhoda R. Gilman, editor of 
Minnesota History, met in April to select the 
winner of the society's Solon J. Buck Award 
for 1962. Their unanimous choice was Mrs. 
Helen McCann White, for her article on 
"Minnesota, Montana, and Manifest Destiny," 
which appeared in the June, 1962, issue of the 
magazine. The award, carrying with it a prize 
of a hundred dollars, is given each year to the 
author of the best article to be pubhshed in the 
society's quarterly. 

TWO MEMBERS of the society's staff have 
been represented in recent publications. The 
golden anniversary edition of Anchor and Line, 
which appeared in July, 1962, featured a series 
of brief essays on the history of the St. Paul 
Yacht Club, written by James Taylor Dunn. 
The society's underwater search program along 
the fur trade routes of fhe Minnesota-Ontario 
border lakes is described by Robert C. Wheeler 
in an article entitled "Diving Into the Past," 
which appeared in the Canadian Geographical 
Journal for August, 1962. 

A VALUABLE contribution to the work of the 
society and especially of its publications depart­
ment has been made during the past year by 
Miss Margaretta Ellsworth, who retired in 1962 
after thirty-eight years as a teacher in the St. 
Paul school system. Volunteering her services 
regularly for three days each week (and often 
more), she has performed such tasks as inter­
filing and consolidating index cards, compiling 
and checking mailing lists, and stuffing enve­
lopes. In recent months she has assisted the 
membership secretary in writing receipts and 
filing membership cards, as well as substituting 
from time to time for tbe receptionist at the 
main desk. No less appreciated than her care 
and .skill are the cheerfulness and dedication 
which she brings to tbe many chores assigned 
her. 
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