






to the authors a church had been established 
as early as 1870. A section of miscellaneous 
information tells something of the weather, 
early roads, and other aspects of life in the 
community. 

TWO MINNESOTA communities receive at­
tention in the January, 1963, issue of the 
Swedish Pioneer. John T. Flanagan's article, 
"Chisago Reminiscences," describes the prin­
cipal Swedish settlements in the southern part 
of that county. Particular emphasis is given 
to the history of Chisago City where the au­
thor has summered for over half a century. 
Changes in transportation, agricultural pat­
terns, and language habits, writes Mr. Flana­
gan, have not altered "the essentially Swedish 
character of the population." A report on "The 
Finland-Swedes in Duluth, Minnesota," written 
by Anders M. Myhrman, appears in the same 
magazine. The account traces the story of this 
immigrant group from the 1880s up to 1962 
through examination of business enterprises, 
religious organizations, fraternal lodges, and 
"persons of prominence." As recently as 1939, 
the article points out, a picnic at Fond du 
Lac brought together "more Finland-Swedes 
than ever before congregated in one place in 
America." 

"THE TOWN that taconite built" is the sub­
ject of Village Plan — Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota 
(Bloomington, 1963. 20 p.) compiled by 
Aguar, Jyring and Whiteman, Planning Asso­
ciates. IUustrated with numerous maps, 
charts, tables, and photographs, the study 
gives considerable emphasis to the area's his­
toric heritage. Two pages are devoted to the 
ghost town of Mesaba, which was intimately 
associated with the early exploration and de­
velopment of Minnesota's iron mining region, 
and a map locates historic sites there. 

"THE STORY of the relationship of a family 
to a community" is told by James Gray in You 
Can Get It At Dayton's (Minneapolis, 1962. 
287 p . ) . After a brief treatment of early gen­
erations of Daytons, the author considers in 
detail the years from 1903 to 1950 and fhe 
growth of the family business with the city it 
served. The story of the Dayton family's con­
tributions to the civic, cultural, and religious 
fife of Minneapolis is also recounted. An epi­
logue brings the reader up to 1962, mentioning 
the expansion of the store in Minnesota and 
South Dakota. Included is a chronological his­
tory of the family and the business, as well 
as an index. Privately published, the book is 
available only in libraries. 

Fall 1964 

THE Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Com­
pany and the family that built it are de­
scribed by C. W. Nessell in The Rest­
less Spirit, an illustrated volume issued by 
the company (Minneapolis, 1963. 112 p . ) . 
Chronologically organized, fhe book tells of 
the activities of WiUiam R. Sweatt, the fii-m's 
founder, and his two sons, Harold W. and 
Charles B. Sweatt, who built the organization 
from "a small two-man shop and a single un-
proven product . . . to a position of national 
leadership in the field of automatic conti'ols." 
The beginnings of the Sweatt Manufacturing 
Company in the 1890s are outlined; its reor­
ganization in 1893 as the Electric Heat Regu­
lator Company, and the merger of that firm 
with Honeywell in 1928 are discussed in some 
detail. Parallefing this narrative is the chroni­
cle of the Sweatts and their contributions to 
the community in which they prospered. The 
work of the firm in the 1940s is touched on, 
and both lines of the story are carried into 
the early 1950s. 

AN AFFECTIONATE reminiscence of Wil­
liam H. Laird by his grandson. Laird Bell, has 
been privately published (Chicago, 1963. 73 
p . ) . Referring to this vignette as a "sort of 
profile," the author sketches a brief family 
history and intersperses it with some highlights 
of his grandfather's business career. Written 
primarily for the Laird family, the book pro­
vides some interesting glimpses of a pioneer 
lumberman's religious, community, and philan­
thropic concerns as well as some pictures of 
Winona in its early days. 

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS of work by the 
men's organization of St. Agnes Parish in St. 
Paul are memorialized in a mimeographed 
pamphlet. Diamond Jubilee: St. Anthony's 
Benevolent Society, issued by the St. Anthony 
of Padua Society (St. Paul, 1963. 10 p . ) . 
Drawing upon minutes of the organization 
and upon announcements published in the 
Vereins Bote and the Catholic Aid News, the 
booklet gives a year-by-year record of the so­
ciety's activities and officers from its founding 
in 1888 through 1963. 

A CENTURY of special education has been 
commemorated by Wesley Lauritsen in History 
of the Minnesota School for the Deaf, Fari­
bault, 1863-1963 (Faribault, 1963. 303 p . ) . 
The book describes the development of the 
institution from its inception in the mind of 
George E. Skinner, a state representative from 
Faribault, in 1858 to the present day. The 
estabhshment of vocational classes, a li-
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brary, athletic and military programs, and stu­
dent organizations is chronicled; biographical 
sketches of superintendents and of outstand­
ing faculty members and graduates are given. 
Numerous photographs accompany the text, 
and appendixes list all school personnel; all 
students ever enrolled; enrollment and gradu­
ation figures for each year; and the dates for 
major building and remodeling programs. 

THE CAREER of Eugene A. Rerat, a Minne­
apolis criminal attorney who is now in his 
sixties, is described by Paul A. Sevareid in a 
book entitled The Peoples Lawyer {Minneapo­
fis, 1963. 260 p . ) . Mr. Rerat was admitted 
to the Minnesota bar in 1927 after completing 
his training at the Minnesota College of Law, 
where future governor Floyd B. Olson was 
among the instructors he remembers most 
vi'vidly. The bulk of the book is devoted to 
detailed accounts of Mr. Rerat's criminal cases 
in the 1930s. Four of its fourteen chapters 
concem his successful defense of Robert New-
bern. Others deal with later suits seeking 
damages for injury or death. The author also 
discusses the unsuccessful attempt to disbar 
Mr. Rerat in the 1940s — an action which 
"attracted national attention." The volume is 
indexed but it is not annotated. 

THREE recent publications of the Minnesota 
Geological Survey make available new in­
formation on certain phases of the geology of 
St. Louis, Goodhue, Wabasha, and McLeod 
counties. P. K. Sims and G. S. Austin contrib­
ute a Geologic Interpretation of Magnetic Map 
of McLeod County (Minneapolis, 1963. 7 
p . ) ; G. S. Austin discusses the Geology of 
Clay Deposits Red Wing Area (Minneapofis, 
1963. 23 p . ) , and Richard B. Taylor examines 
Bedrock Geology of Duluth and Vicinity {Uni­
versity of Minnesota Press, 1964. 12 p. 
$1.75). All three booklets contain large fold-
out maps accompanied by a brief text. That 
deahng with McLeod County sets forth the 
results of a magnetometer survey which re­
vealed the existence of a possible iron-bearing 
formation near Hutchinson. 

AN ATTRACTIVE addition to the ranks of 
county historical publications in Minnesota is 
Ramsey County History, the first number of 
which appeared in May. Included in this issue 
are: the story of the Heman R. Gibbs family 
and their house on Larpenteur Avenue in St. 
Paul, completed by 1879, which is now the 
home of the county society; the Civil War 
diary of Newell Burch, "the victim of almost 
every possible misfortune that could befall a 

. . . soldier"; and the journal of Daniel H. 
Hunt, a schoolmaster turned fur trader, who 
wrote of his perilous three-week trek from Fort 
Garry to St. Anthony in the winter of 1859. 
The establishment of a 250-acre municipal for­
est in St. Paul is recounted by John H. Allison, 
Sr., the man whose name the wooded tract 
now bears. 

IN VOLUME 2, number 6, of Brown County's 
Heritage, Paul Klammer describes in detail 
"The Vajen Log House," a two-story building 
which was erected in 1863 on the site of a 
deserted Indian village eleven miles from New 
Ulm. Its history is recounted by Leota M. 
Kellett in an essay evaluating 'The Signifi­
cance of the Vajen Site." The structure has 
recently been presented to the Brown County 
Historical Society in the hope that it can "be 
moved to a site where it may be opened to 
inspection by the public." 

THE JULY issue of Over the Years, bulletin 
of the Dakota County Historical Society, is 
devoted to Ignatius Donnelly, "perhaps the 
best known" of that county's pioneer citizens. 
It includes a portrait and a three-page resume 
of his career as townsite promoter, politician, 
journalist, and author, with particular emphasis 
on his founding of Nininger, north of Hastings. 
The unsuccessful efforts to preserve Donnelly's 
palatial home there are briefly mentioned. 

A THIRD PRINTING of Minnesota Under 
Four Flags (1963. 40 p. $1.00) has been 
issued by the Minnesota Historical Society. 
This edition of a work which has proved en­
duringly popular both among school children 
and adult readers is dedicated to the memory 
of Mary Wheelhouse Berthel. Mrs. Berthel, 
the hitherto anonymous author of the booklet, 
was the associate editor of the society for 
nearly thirty-six years. 

EVAN A. HART, the society's supervisor of 
historic sites, died suddenly on August 17. 
Mr. Hart, who had joined the staff only last 
October, brought to the newly created post 
a dedication to history, coupled with imagina­
tion and creativity, which set high standards 
indeed. He had long felt a special interest in 
Minnesota—^particularly in the Sandy Lake 
area where his family has spent many sum­
mers. A native of Iowa, he had been a free­
lance artist in Milwaukee before moving to 
St. Paul. His contributions to this organization 
were substantial, both professionally and per­
sonally. The state and the society are the 
poorer for his passing. 
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