






published by the Oxford University Press. Mr. 
Jones is cognizant of the work of Mr. Ingstad; 
he finds no evidence to support the view that 
the Vikings reached New England or places 
farther south, though he suggests that a single 
pertinent archaeological discovery in Massa­
chusetts, Rhode Island, or even Virginia might 
support theories which he does not at present 
accept. Much of Mr. Jones's book is devoted to 
translations of the saga sources he has used. Mr. 
Tomoe believes that the Norsemen did go as far 
south as Massachusetts, New York, and even 
Chesapeake Bay. He has devoted more than 
thirty years to Viking studies and has explored 
the American coast seeking to identffy islands, 
bays, and other features described in the sagas. 
Mr. "Tomoe promises a second volume that will 
deal with the period from Leff Ericson (his 
spelling is "Leiv Eiriksson") to Columbus. Mr. 
Jones does not allude to the much-discussed 
Kensington problem; Mr. Tomoe includes some 
of Hjalmar R. Holand's books in his bibliogra­
phy but does not touch on the Kensington stone. 

THE SECOND conference on underwater ar­
chaeology will be held in Toronto, Ontario, on 
April 15, 16, and 17, 1965. The Royal Ontario 
Museum will be host, and the Council of Under­
water Archaeology will cosponsor the meeting, 
which was planned as a result of the successful 
first conference held in St. Paul in April, 1963, 
under the auspices of the Minnesota Historical 
Society. It is hoped to include reports on such 
new developments as the rubidium magnetom­
eter and stereophotography. There will be site 
reports on fresh investigations in both the classi­
cal countries and the Western Hemisphere and 
discussions of research into aflied fields which 
affect the underwater archaeologist, such as 
marine biology (coral dating and teredo activi­
ty), geology (site inundation), and advances in 
the dating of glass. Speakers from Europe, Can­
ada, Mexico, and the United States have been 
invited to attend and to give reports from their 
areas. 

A NEW EDITION of David Thompsons Nar­
rative, 1784-1812, has been issued by the 
Champlain Society (Toronto, 1962. cu, xv, 
410 p . ) . Edited by Richard Glover, the revised 
volume includes "The Saskatchewan," a chap­
ter based on manuscripts which came to light 
after the 1916 version was prepared by J. B. 
Tyrrell; the editor's introduction also draws 
upon research done since that date. The more 
cumbersome maps of the earlier volume have 
been replaced by a single fold-out reproduction 
of the original Thompson map now in the Royal 
Ontario Archives. 

A VANISHING ART is described in detafl by 
Karen Daniels Petersen in an essay on "Chip­
pewa Mat-Weaving Techniques," published by 
the Bureau of American Ethnology in number 
186 of its Bulletins (Washington, D . C , 1963). 
The article, available in pamphlet form from 
the United States Government Printing Office, 
fills a need for published material on the sub­
ject. Mrs. Petersen divides the mats into three 
major and several minor types, determined by 
the material used, the shape of the finished mat, 
and the weaving technique employed. She de­
scribes the gathering and preparation of ma­
terials and the uses and characteristics of the 
mats, as well as the ways in which they are 
fashioned. The areas of Minnesota in which the 
various types predominate are listed, along with 
references to them by earlier authors and pho­
netic approximations of their Indian names. The 
article is illustrated with numerous diagrams, 
and a section of thirty-two photographic plates 
concludes the essay. According to Mrs. Peter­
sen, her study is based upon field trips to Chip­
pewa communities in northern Minnesota 
during the summers of 1957, 1961, and 1962. 
She reports that "in the foreseeable future such 
observation -will no longer be possible," for "The 
more difficult arts are dying with the older gen­
eration." 

AN ESSAY on The Red River Valley of North 
Dakota by Gordon L. Bell (Bismarck, 1963. 
31 p.) emphasizes the rich natural history of 
that area. The author attempts to associate 
geographical characteristics with human re­
quirements, describing the valley's thriving 
agricultural economy "as related to the wealth 
provided by the native soil' and deafing par­
ticularly with such earth features as the deltas, 
beaches, glacial deposits, and sediments of 
the vast Lake Agassiz plain. Six large color 
maps accompanying the book illustrate these 
features in detail, but cover only the North 
Dakota side of the valley. They include Cass, 
Grand Forks, Pembina, Richland, Traill, and 
Walsh counties and the eastern portions of 
Cavalier, Ransom, Sargent, and Steele coun­
ties. About twenty references for additional 
reading are listed at the end of the book. 

THE ROLE of "strong-wifled Yankees" in "The 
Founding of the Fourth State Normal School 
at River Falls," Wisconsin, is explored by John 
Lankford in the Wisconsin Magazine of His­
tory for Autumn, 1963. According to the 
author, the creation of the institution was due 
largely to the efforts of New Englanders in 
the St. Croix Valley who had "a reverence for 
education and a belief that by securing such 
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a school the general economic level of the 
community and the county would be im­
proved." The development of the school is 
traced from its beginnings as the River FaUs 
Academy in 1856 to its dedication as a normal 
school in 1875. 

IN THE past two years several books have come 
from the pens of Minnesota representatives in 
the United States Senate. Eugene J. McCarthy 
is the author of a textbook supplement on civics, 
government, and current history entitled The 
Crescent Dictionary of American Politics {New 
York, 1962. 182 p . ) . He points out that "some 
of the definitions reflect the classical or tradi­
tional meaning of the terms . . . others are con­
temporary and contain . . the meaning given 
them by men in government and politics today." 
Also by Senator McCarthy is A Liberal Answer 
to the Conservative Challenge (New York, 
1964, 128 p . ) , issued in paperback. In this vol­
ume he examines the principles held in common 
by the country's major political parties and de­
scribes the alternative interpretations given 
them. Vice President-elect Hubert H. Humphrey 
has written a statement of his credo entitled 
The Cause Is Mankind: A Liberal Program for 
Modern America {New York, 1964. 172 p . ) , in 
which he discusses such wide-ranging topics as 
human rights and needs, foreign affairs, nation­
al security, and the relationship of people to 
government. More than a general treatise, the 
book contains many specific proposals, such as 
that for a "Congressional Institute . . . a group 
of scholars who would serve the Congress as a 
pool of knowledge and thought." Another solid 
volume, this one edited by Mr. Humphrey, is 
Integration vs Segregation (New York, 1964. 
314 p . ) , a compilation of articles and documents 
dealing with the problem of desegregation in 
the nation's schools. The selections, says Mr. 
Humphrey, "are intended to provide insight 
into the legal, political, sociological, and psy­
chological factors involved in the desegregation 
process, and to suggest some of the geographical 
variations as well." 

N E W S OF T H E S O C I E T Y 

FUTURE SCHOLARS studying the pofitical 
developments of 1964 will be aided by a new 
coflecting program of the Minnesota Historical 
Society. The public communications depart­
ment is now recording on magnetic tape the 
significant voices and events of the present time 
as they are broadcast on Minnesota radio and 
television. It has the audio portion of the tele­
vision coverage of both the Republican and 

Democratic national conventions, and it recent­
ly acquired a forty-minute film of President 
Johnson explaining his choice of Hubert H. 
Humphrey as his running mate and the Sen­
ator's acceptance speech on August 26 in At­
lantic City. This audio-visual record was made 
possible through the co-operation of KSTP tele­
vision personnel, who recorded excerpts from 
the continuous coverage of the convention by 
the National Broadcasting Company. KSTP-TV 
permitted the society to copy the video tape on 
sixteen millimeter film — a difficult job which 
was skillfully performed by technicians from 
KTCA, the Twin Cities' educational television 
station. 

LAST YEAR'S new income tax law, which took 
effect on February 26, 1964, made important 
changes in the tax deductions allowed for gffts 
to publicly supported educational institutions 
like the Minnesota Historical Society. It is now 
possible to deduct in any year gffts totaling 
thirty per cent of adjusted gross income, where­
as formerly all deductible gifts over twenty per 
cent had to go to schools, hospitals, or churches. 
Under the old law a generous individual who 
gave a large share of his adjusted gross income 
in any one year could not deduct more than 
thirty per cent and received no credit for it in 
later years. The new law allows him to carry 
any excess over into his next five tax years. 
These changes mean that the society's friends no 
longer need compute a careful yearly percentage 
ratio among gifts to the society and gifts to 
charitable or cultural organizations more fa­
vored by the tax law. Nor will donors be placed 
at a tax disadvantage by giving more than thirty 
per cent of their adjusted gross income in any 
one year. 

WITH THIS issue Minnesota History completes 
fifty years of uninterrupted publication. To 
commemorate the magazine's golden anniver­
sary in 1965, the Minnesota Historical Society 
will publish an anthology of outstanding articles 
which have appeared in the quarterly over the 
past half century. The more than twenty-five 
selections will reflect the broad variety of sub­
ject matter that has always characterized Min­
nesota History and wifl range in time from the 
Indian legends surrounding the Pipestone 
Quarry to the struggle for control of the Demo­
cratic-Farmer-Labor party in 1948. Authors 
represented wifl include Solon J. Buck, Theo­
dore C. Blegen, Grace Lee Nute, Louise Phelps 
Kellogg, Phifip D. Jordan, Helen Clapesatde, 
John D. Hicks, Henry Steele Commager, and 
many others. The exact publication date of the 
volume will be announced later. 
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