











a school the general economic level of the
community and the county would be im-
proved.” The development of the school is
traced from its beginnings as the River Falls
Academy in 18356 to its dedication as a normal
school in 1875.

IN THE past two years several books have come
from the pens of Minnesota representatives in
the United States Senate. Eugene J. McCarthy
is the author of a textbook supplement on civics,
government, and current history entitled The
Crescent Dictionary of American Politics (New
York, 1962. 182 p.). He points out that “some
of the definitions reflect the classical or tradi-
tional meaning of the terms . . . others are con-
temporary and contain . . the meaning given
them by men in government and politics today.”
Also by Senator McCarthy is A Liberal Answer
to the Conservative Challenge (New York,
1964, 128 p.), issued in paperback. In this vol-
ume he examines the principles held in common
by the country’s major political parties and de-
scribes the alternative interpretations given
them. Vice President-elect Hubert H. Humphrey
has written a statement of his credo entitled
The Cause Is Mankind: A Liberal Program for
Modern America (New York, 1964. 172 p.),in
which he discusses such wide-ranging topics as
human rights and needs, foreign affairs, nation-
al security, and the relationship of people to
government. More than a general treatise, the
book contains many specific proposals, such as
that for a “Congressional Institute . . . a group
of scholars who would serve the Congress as a
peol of knowledge and thought.” Another solid
volume, this one edited by Mr. Humphrey, is
Integration vs Segregation (New York, 1964.
314 p.), a compilation of articles and documents
dealing with the problem of desegregation in
the nation’s schools. The selections, says Mr.
Humphrey, “are intended to provide insight
into the legal, political, sociological, and psy-
chological factors involved in the desegregation
process, and to suggest some of the geographical
variations as well.”

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

FUTURE SCHOLARS studying the political
developments of 1964 will be aided by a new
collecting program of the Minnesota Historical
Society. The public communications depart-
ment is now recording on magnetic tape the
significant voices and events of the present time
as they are broadcast on Minnesota radio and
television. It has the audio portion of the tele-
vision coverage of both the Republican and
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Democratic national conventions, and it recent-
ly acquired a forty-minute film of President
Johnson explaining his choice of Hubert H.
Humphrey as his running mate and the Sen-
ator’s acceptance speech on August 26 in At-
lantic City. This audio-visual record was made
possible through the co-operation of KSTP tele-
vision personnel, who recorded excerpts from
the continuous coverage of the convention by
the National Broadcasting Company. KSTP-TV
permitted the society to copy the video tape on
sixteen millimeter film — a difficult job which
was skillfully performed by technicians from
KTCA, the Twin Cities’ educational television
station.

LAST YEAR’S new income tax law, which took
effect on February 26, 1964, made important
changes in the tax deductions allowed for gifts
to publicly supported educational institutions
like the Minnesota Historical Society. It is now
possible to deduct in any year gifts totaling
thirty per cent of adjusted gross income, where-
as formerly all deductible gifts over twenty per
cent had to go to schools, hospitals, or churches.
Under the old law a generous individual who
gave a large share of his adjusted gross income
in any one year could not deduct more than
thirty per cent and received no credit for it in
later years. The new law allows him to carry
any excess over into his next five tax years.
These changes mean that the society’s friends no
longer need compute a careful yearly percentage
ratio among gifts to the society and gifts to
charitable or cultural organizations more fa-
vored by the tax law. Nor will donors be placed
at a tax disadvantage by giving more than thirty
per cent of their adjusted gross income in any
one vear.

WITH THIS issue Minnesota History completes
fifty years of uninterrupted publication. To
commemorate the magazine’s golden anniver-
sary in 1963, the Minnesota Historical Society
will publish an anthology of outstanding articles
which have appeared in the quarterly over the
past half century. The more than twenty-five
selections will reflect the broad variety of sub-
ject matter that has always characterized Min-
nesota History and will range in time from the
Indian legends surrounding the Pipestone
Quarry to the struggle for control of the Demo-
cratic-Farmer-Labor party in 1948. Authors
represented will include Solon J. Buck, Theo-
dore C. Blegen, Grace Lee Nute, Louise Phelps
Kellogg, Philip D. Jordan, Helen Clapesattle,
John D. Hicks, Henry Steele Commager, and
many others. The exact publication date of the
volume will be announced later.
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