












THE MINNESOTA land speculations of Jay 
Cooke are among a number of historic real 
estate ventures described by Eugene Rachfis 
and John E. Marqusee in The Land Lords 
(New York, 1963. 302 p . ) . Maintaining that 
"By virtue of its scale, the story of the Northern 
Pacific is almost a caiicature of American land 
speculation," the authors review in sixteen fast-
moving pages the story of Cooke's ill-fated ef­
fort in the early 1870s to link Lake Superior 
with Puget Sound and develop Duluth as the 
"Zenith City of the Unsalted Seas." Although 
the financier ultimately failed, the authors point 
out that in being honored with a statue by the 
city of Duluth "For his faith in its future," 
Cooke achieved a degree of recognition rare 
among land speculators. The book is unanno-
tated, but among several sources cited in a 
bibliographical note on the chapter are two 
articles by Harold F. Petersen, which appeared 
in Minnesota History, and the work of John L. 
Harnsberger at the University of Minnesota. 

AN ARTICLE in the Annals of Iowa for Sum­
mer, 1964, describes the keen rivalry among 
lumber mifl owners in the 1860s, before the es­
tablishment of the Mississippi River Logging 
Company "took much of the competition out of 
log purchasing." In "Sawlogs for a Clinton Saw­
mifl," George W. Sieber examines in some de­
tail the operations through which the W. J. 
Young Lumber Company assured itself an ade­
quate supply of logs from the pineries of the 
St. Croix, Black, and Chippewa rivers. Based 
mainly on the papers of the Young Company in 
the State University of Iowa, the article de­
scribes the terms upon which logs were ordi­
narily purchased and the practices of dealers 
and millowners in arriving at a bargain. The 
author cites numerous examples, among which 
the names of Minnesota logging firms occur 
frequently. 

IRENE M. SPRY has written the story of The 
Palliser Expedition (Toronto, 1963. 310 p . ) , 
drawing for the most part from the letters of 
John Palfiser and his correspondents, as well as 
from the report pubfished in 1863 by the Brit­
ish government. The book describes the work 
of the British North American Exploring Expe­
dition which under Palliser's direction set out in 
1857 to explore the region that is now southern 
Canada from the Red River to the Pacific and 
to determine whether the land was suitable for 
settlement and accessible from both coasts. Ac­
cording to Mrs. Spry, Pafliser's instructions in­
cluded finding out "more about the route from 
Lake Superior to Red River." Hence the expe­
dition traveled via the Great Lakes and Fort 
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William rather than by American routes as had 
at first been planned. The canoe trip "con­
vinced them that neither a road nor a through 
water-way could be built between Lake Su­
perior and Red River except with enormous 
difficulty and at enormous cost." Five maps 
show in detail the itineraries followed by the 
members of the group as they pushed westward 
across the continent. The book includes only a 
name index, however, and it lacks annotation. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A S C E N E 

A COLORFUL, accurate, and imaginative pres­
entation reprinted from the comic section of 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press is The Story of Min­
nesota, by Jerome W. Fearing (St. Paul, 1964). 
Combining artistic skill with straightforward 
narrative, the author tells and shows the story 
of the North Star State from prehistoric In­
dian cultures, through early explorations, the 
fur trade era, territorial status, and emerging 
statehood. Cultural and economic history, as 
well as political, are included in this concise 
pictorial account of high lights in the story of 
this state. 

A BUSINESS biography of Economics Labora­
tory has been published under the title The 
First Forty Years: Pioneering in Service (St. 
Paul, 1964. 58 p . ) . In somewhat disorganized 
fashion it presents the story of the firm's 
foimder, Merritt J. Osborn, and of his son and 
successor, Edward B. Osborn, eventuafly coming 
to grips with the business techniques which 
made the St. Paul family concern a leader in 
the field of cleansing compounds. With suffi­
cient patience the reader may follow the story 
from the founding of Economics Laboratory in 
1923 with a capital of five thousand dollars and 
the formula of a chemical detergent for use in 
mechanical dishwashers to 1963 when the com­
pany operated nine manufacturing plants 
and controlled fourteen foreign subsidiaries. 
Improvement and constant diversification of 
products; development of a sales approach em­
phasizing service to customers; discovery — 
almost by accident — of a mass market in the 
paint and hardware field; and changes in market­
ing techniques that followed the evolution of the 
dishwasher from an institutional to a household 
appliance are all recounted. The various moves 
made within St. Paul during the firm's first 
fifteen years are recorded and documented with 
pictures. Less thoroughly covered is the mush­
rooming growth of Economics Laboratory since 
1950, accomphshed in large part through pur­
chase and merger. 
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LOCAL HISTORIES of four Minnesota com­
munities, based largely on reminiscences, let­
ters, viUage records, and newspaper accounts 
have appeared during the past year. Two of 
these are centennial pubfications: Foster Town­
ship, 1864-1964 (n.p.) relates the stoiy of this 
Faribault County settlement which has grown 
from a population of twenty-eight to over five 
hundred; from Kandiyohi County The First 
Hundred Years, 1864-1964 (Lake Lillian Civic 
and Commerce Association, 1964. 24 p.) com­
memorates the founding of Lake Lilfian by 
Norwegian immigrants who sailed to America 
in 1862 on the "Sleipner," which was the "first 
vessel to sail directly from a European port 
. . . to Chicago." The History of Welcome, 
Minnesota (Fairmont, 1964. 60 p.) by Paul­
ine Welcome describes in rambling style the 
beginnings of churches, schools, newspapers, 
banks, and a host of other organizations in the 
Martin County town. Sights and Visions of the 
Village of Sandstone, Minnesota (Sandstone, 
1964. 96 p . ) , a mimeographed booklet by P. 
G. Carlstedt, recounts incidents from the sev­
enty-five years of the community's existence 
and tells the story of the 1894 fire which lev­
eled the village. 

IN A fifty-six-page booklet entitled The Making 
of a Suburb: An Intellectual History of Bloom­
ington, Minnesota (Bloomington, 1964), Scott 
Donaldson appfies the approach and methods 
of intellectual history to a single community 
and attempts to interpret broad ideological 
trends of the past 125 years in terms of the 
background and attitudes of local residents. 
Beginning with the fur traders and missionaries 
who were the first white settlers in the area, 
he traces the development of Bloomington from 
a rugged frontier through its days as a quiet ag­
ricultural community to its present status as 
one of Minnesota's largest metropolitan sub­
urbs. He dwells throughout upon the persistent 
conflict between the idealization of rural life 
and the American drive for "progress." His in­
terpretations are open to argument at every 
step, and since his work is based almost entirely 
upon published sources, he provides fittle new 
information on the history of the community. 

A SPECIAL issue of the Naturalist for Autumn, 
1964, is devoted to the boundary waters canoe 
area. It includes a brief article by Grace Lee 
Nute on "Paddle and Packsack in Canoe Coun­
try," in which she reviews the colorful history 
of the border lakes canoe route and appeals 
for preservation of "the first part of the Minne­
sota country to lure white men to its waters 
and its wfld life." 
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N E W S O F T H E S O C I E T Y 

THREE RESEARCH grants for the calendar 
year 1965 were announced by the Minnesota 
Historical Society on Februai'y 2. The grants 
went to Professor Carl H. Chrislock of Augs­
burg College, Miss Ethel McClure of Minneap­
olis, and Mr. John M. Callender of Cedar Fafls, 
Iowa. Professor Chrislock is engaged in a study 
of the effect of foreign policy issues upon Min­
nesota politics from 1914 to World War II. Miss 
McClure is at work on a history of public and 
private nonprofit homes for the aged in Min­
nesota, and Mr. Callender has undertaken re­
search into the history of Fort SneUffig. Funds 
for the grants-in-aid, which were initiated in 
1964, were made available to the society by the 
McKnight Foundation of St. Paul. The grants 
are made to authors who have in progress man­
uscripts the society hopes later to publish. 

JOSEPH N. NICOLLET'S monumental map, 
"Hydrographical Basin of the Upper Missis­
sippi River," which was published in 1843 and 
has long been available only at collectors' prices 
is being reprinted by the Minnesota Historical 
Society. It is the "mother map" of Minnesota 
cartography; all subsequent maps of the state 
were based upon it until the era of modern 
surveys. The society's full-size reprint will 
measure approximately thirty-three by thirty-
nine inches and will be accompanied by a 
sketch of NicoUet written by an authority on 
his career. Publication date of the map and 
booklet will be announced later. 

RECENT WRITINGS by members of the so­
ciety's staff include an essay by Michael Brook, 
reference librarian, on "Joseph Barker and The 
People, the True Emigrant's Guide," pubfished 
by the Thoresby Society in Miscellany, Volume 
13, Part 3 (Leeds, England, 1963). Alan R. 
Woolworth, the society's museum curator, is 
co-author of two contributions to the River 
Basin Surveys Papers recently pubfished by the 
Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American 
Ethnology as Number 189 of its Bulletins 
(Washington, 1964). They are entitled "The 
Paul Brave Site . . . Oahe Reservoir Area, 
North Dakota," and "The Demery Site . . . 
Oahe Reservoir Area, South Dakota." A brief 
guide to "Planning Tours for Your Historical 
Society" has been contributed by Robert C. 
Wheeler, the society's associate director, to the 
January number of History News, where it ap­
pears as "Technical Leaflet 25." For the March 
issue of the Social Service Review Lucfle M. 
Kane, curator of manuscripts, discusses "The 
Gilman Family Papers." 
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