




















LOCAL HISTORIES of four Minnesota com-
munities, based largely on reminiscences, let-
ters, village records, and newspaper accounts
have appeared during the past year. Two of
these are centennial publications: Foster Town-
ship, 1864-1964 (n.p.) relates the story of this
Faribault County settlement which has grown
from a population of twenty-eight to over five
hundred; from Kandiyohi County The First
Hundred Years, 1864-1964 (Lake Lillian Civic
and Commerce Association, 1964. 24 p.) com-
memorates the founding of Lake Lillian by
Norwegian immigrants who sailed to America
in 1862 on the “Sleipner,” which was the “first
vessel to sail directly from a European port
. . . to Chicago.” The History of Welcome,
Minnesota (Fairmont, 1964. 60 p.) by Paul-
ine Welcome describes in rambling style the
beginnings of churches, schools, newspapers,
banks, and a host of other organizations in the
Martin County town. Sights and Visions of the
Village of Sandstone, Minnesota (Sandstone,
1964. 96 p.), a mimeographed booklet by P.
G. Carlstedt, recounts incidents from the sev-
enty-five years of the community’s existence
and tells the story of the 1894 fire which lev-
eled the village.

IN A fifty-six-page booklet entitled The Making
of a Suburb: An Intellectual History of Bloom-
ington, Minnesota (Bloomington, 1964), Scott
Donaldson applies the approach and methods
of intellectual history to a single community
and attempts to interpret broad ideological
trends of the past 125 vears in terms of the
background and attitudes of local residents.
Beginning with the fur traders and missionaries
who were the first white settlers in the area,
he traces the development of Bloomington from
a rugged frontier through its days as a quiet ag-
ricultural community to its present status as
one of Minnesota’s largest metropolitan sub-
urbs. He dwells throughout upon the persistent
conflict between the idealization of rural life
and the American drive for “progress.” His in-
terpretations are open to argument at every
step, and since his work is based almost entirely
upon published sources, he provides little new
information on the history of the community.

A SPECIAL issue of the Naturalist for Autumn,
1964, is devoted to the boundary waters canoe
area. It includes a brief article by Grace Lee
Nute on “Paddle and Packsack in Cance Coun-
try,” in which she reviews the colorful history
of the border lakes canoe route and appeals
for preservation of “the first part of the Minne-
sota country to lure white men to its waters
and its wild life.”
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

THREE RESEARCH grants for the calendar
year 1965 were announced by the Minnesota
Historical Society on February 2. The grants
went to Professor Carl H. Chrislock of Augs-
burg College, Miss Ethel McClure of Minneap-
olis, and Mr. John M. Callender of Cedar Falls,
Iowa. Professor Chrislock is engaged in a study
of the effect of foreign policy issues upon Min-
nesota politics from 1914 to World War II. Miss
McClure is at work on a history of public and
private nonprofit homes for the aged in Min-
nesota, and Mr. Callender has undertaken re-
search into the history of Fort Snelling. Funds
for the grants-in-aid, which were initiated in
1964, were made available to the society by the
McKnight Foundation of St. Paul. The grants
are made to authors who have in progress man-
uscripts the society hopes later to publish.

JOSEPH N. NICOLLET'S monumental map,
“Hydrographical Basin of the Upper Missis-
sippi River,” which was published in 1843 and
has long been available only at collectors’ prices
is being reprinted by the Minnesota Historical
Society. It is the “mother map” of Minnesota
cartography; all subsequent maps of the state
were based upon it until the era of modern
surveys. The society’s full-size reprint will
measure approximately thirty-three by thirty-
nine inches and will be accompanied by a
sketch of Nicollet written by an authority on
his career, Publication date of the map and
booklet will be announced later.

RECENT WRITINGS by members of the so-
ciety’s staff include an essay by Michael Brook,
reference librarian, on “Joseph Barker and The
People, the True Emigrant’s Guide,” published
by the Thoresby Society in Miscellany, Volume
13, Part 3 (Leeds, England, 1963). Alan R.
Woolworth, the society’s museum curator, is
co-author of two contributions to the River
Basin Surveys Papers recently published by the
Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American
Ethnology as Number 189 of its Bulletins
(Washington, 1964). They are entitled “The
Paul Brave Site . .. Oahe Reservoir Area,
North Dakota,” and “The Demery Site . . .
Oahe Reservoir Area, South Dakota.” A brief
guide to “Planning Tours for Your Historical
Saociety” has been contributed by Robert C.
Wheeler, the society’s associate director, to the
January number of History News, where it ap-
pears as “Technical Leaflet 25.” For the March
issue of the Social Service Review Lucile M.
Kane, curator of manuscripts, discusses “The
Gilman Family Papers.”
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