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During January, February, and March the Minneapolis Jour-
nal published a “ series of interviews with interesting residents
of Minneapolis ” who are “ intimately identified with the history
of the city, its achievements and growth.” The subjects of the
articles, each of which is accompanied by a portrait, follow: Dr.
James K. Hosmer, librarian of the Minneapolis Public Library
for twelve years, January 23; Benjamin F. Nelson, lumber manu-
facturer, January 30; Edmund J. Phelps, who helped to organize
the Minnesota Loan and Trust Company, February 6; John D.
Condit, railroad conductor, February 13; William de la Barre,
mill engineer, February 20; Henry Doerr, president of the Min-
neapolis Drug Company, February 27; Michael Mealey, 2 mem-
ber of the Minneapolis police force for nearly thirty years, March
6; Edward E. Nicholson, dean of student affairs in the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, March 13; John F. Downey, “ professor of
mathematics at the University of Minnesota 34 years and dean
of the college of science, literature and the arts in that institution
14 years,”” March 20; and Anson S. Brooks, lumber manufac-
turer, March 27.

Brief sketches by Arthur W. Warnock of the lives and public
services of the “ four grand old men ” of Minneapolis, Dr. Wil-
liam W. Folwell, Dr. Cyrus Northrop, Charles M. Loring, and
George A. Brackett, are published in the Minneapolis Journal
for December 16.

At the request of the St. Anthony Falls chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, the Minneapolis city council
on January 14 passed a resolution naming the bridge at Third
Avenue, which passes directly over the falls, the St. Anthony
Falls Bridge. The chapter has agreed to place at either end of
the bridge a bronze tablet inscribed with a brief record of
the discovery and history of the falls.

Two Minneapolitans’ recollections of Lincoln are published in
articles in the Minneapolis Tribune for February 13. Mr. Joseph
Challan, who lived in Springfield in his youth, recalls Lincoln’s
standing in that community and gives his boyhood impressions
of the final Lincoln-Douglas debate. A more “intimate picture
of Lincoln ” is drawn by Mrs. E. J. Gilmore, for the great presi-
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dent visited her father’s farm in Logan County, Illinois, when-
ever he attended court sessions at the county seat.

Dr. Lysander P. Foster, Mr. Albert Benham, and Major
Edwin Clark, three Minneapolis pioneers, tell how they cele-
brated their first Christmas days in Minneapolis in the Minne-
apolis Journal for December 26.

An interview with Mrs. Samuel B. Cowdrey of Baraboo, Wis-
consin, published in the Minneapolis Journal for November 7,
gives her impressions of Minneapolis after an absence of more
than forty years. Mrs. Cowdrey also recalls some of the experi-
ences of her life in Minnesota between 1859 and 1877.

In the Minneapolis Journal for March 6, conditions in early
Minneapolis are recalled by Charles H. Smith, who has com-
pleted his ““ soth year of continuous service in one firm,” the
Hennepin County Savings Bank. His comments on the banking
business during the seventies are of special interest.

“ 40 Day Fast by Dr. Tanner of Minneapolis Recalled by Mac-
Swiney’s Strike,”” is the title of an article in the Minneapolis
Journal for October 3. It describes the excitement aroused by
Dr. Henry S. Tanner’s long abstinence in the interest of science

in 1880.

The growth of the milling industry in Minneapolis as reflected
in the careers of two men, John Kraft and Thomas L. Clark, is
- outlined in articles in the issues of the Miuneapolis Journal for
February 27 and March 27. In the first article Mr. Kraft, who is
said to have “ made flour enough to fill barrels that would encir-
cle world three times,” makes some interesting comparisons
between the milling methods in vogue before the great explosion
of 1878 and those which have been developed since. Mr. Kraft
also recalls the circumstances which brought him to America in
1872 and the outstanding events in his long experience as a miller
for the Washburn-Crosby Company. The illustrations consist
of a portrait of Mr. Kraft, a picture of the Minneapolis mills
after the explosion of 1878, and a recent picture of the milling
district. In the second article, which is accompanied by a por-
trait of Mr. Clark, his steady advancement from a sweeper and



96 NEWS AND COMMENT FeB.-May

oiler in the Palisade Flour Mill of Leonard Day and Company
to president of the Clarx Milling Company is sketched.

“ Minneapolis Mills and Millers in Eighty-two” is the title
of an article in the Northwestern Miller for October 6, which was
written by the editor of the magazine, Mr. William C. Edgar, for
the Minneapolis Journal and was first published in that paper on
September 5. The value of the article is greatly augmented in
the Miller by the addition of a series of excellent illustrations,
consisting of early views of the Falls of St. Anthony and the
milling district and portraits of about twenty-five of the men who
built up Minneapolis’ great industry. The article is made up for
the most part of sketches of the careers of these men, and it
concludes with some enlightening statistics of the growth of the
milling industry since 1882.

[

Plans for “a reunion of teachers in Minneapolis first night
schools ”” are set forth and something of the history of both the
teachers and the schools is presented in an article in the Minne-
apolis Journal for March 27. A list of the men who were
appointed by the board of education to teach evening classes in
1887 is included.

The story of the “ City’s First Trolley Car” and of its “first
run through the old Bridge square ” in 1889 is told in the Minne-
apolis Tribune for January 30. With the article appears a pic-
ture of the old car, which is now “ parked on the University of
Minnesota campus. ”

In the Minneapolis Tribune for January 30 are two articles
each outlining the history of a leading business concern of Min-
neapolis and each occasioned by the selection of a new location
for the concern. The first article recalls the establishment of the
New England Furniture and Carpet Company in 1887 in a portion
of the building from which it will remove shortly and depicts
the growth of the business; the second describes the expansion
during thirty-five years of the jewelry firm of J. B. Hudson and
Son.

The history of the block on Hennepin avenue between Fourth
and Fifth streets in Minneapolis, on which stood “ for 50 years
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the residence of the late Levi M. Stewart who, until his death
in 1910, protected it from the encroachments of Minneapolis’
commercial expansion,” is sketched in the Minneapolis Journal
for November 14. A portrait of Mr. Stewart and pictures of
his property as it appeared formerly and as it looks today appear
with the article.

A letter of interest to students of American literature is pub-
lished in the Minneapolis Tribune for October 17 from the orig-
inal in the possession of the Minnesota Historical Society. It
was written sometime in the eighties by Alex Hesler, who tells
how, in 1852, he made the daguerrotype of Minnehaha Falls
which later reached Longfellow’s hands and inspired the poet to
write “ Hiawatha.” An early picture of the falls illustrates the
letter.

The efforts of a little group of Norwegian pioneers to continue
in the New World the religious practices of the homeland are
described and their success during the half century from 1869
to 1919 is recorded in an illustrated volume entitled St. John's
Norwegian Lutheran Church, Northfield, Minn. (Northfield,
1g20. 105 p.). A history of the church by the Reverend Olav
Lee, including biographies of its various pastors, is followed by
short accounts of the fiftieth anniversary celebration in 1919 and
of the activities of numerous church organizations. There is
also a record of “ St. John’s War Service. ”

The annual meeting and dinner of the Winona County Old
Settlers’ Association, held at Winona on February 22, was
attended by about three hundred people. The names of the
twenty-seven members of the association who died during the
past year, each followed by the dates of their birth, death, and
arrival in Minnesota, are published with an account of the meet-
ing in the Winona Republican-Herald for February 22.

General C. C. Andrews, secretary of the state forestry board,
presents a “ Brief History of Itasca State Park” in two instal-
ments in the September and October numbers of the North
Woods, the bulletin of the Minnesota Forestry Association.
Beginning with an account of Schoolcraft’s explorations, he
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touches upon Brower’s influence in securing the establishment
of the park, sets forth the stages by which the state secured
title to lands within the park, and describes the improvements
which have made the region a mecca for tourists.

A pamphlet entitled Looking Backwards or Sidelights on the
Early Founders of Duluth, by Jerome E. Cooley (24 p.), con-
tains many interesting items of local history. It consists of an
address which was delivered at the annual meeting of the Duluth
Board of Realtors on December 10, 1920.

The Stillwater Community Service has published a pamphlet
entitled Stillwater Social Survey (1920. 71 p.), which embodies
the results of “a study of social conditions and activities in Still-
water as a basis for a constructive program of community well
being, instituted by the general extension division, University of
Minnesota, and conducted by the Stillwater Community Service
and the department of sociology, University of Minnesota.”
Only a few pages are devoted to the historical background; but
the information on such topics as population, death rate and
birth rate, industry, housing, child welfare, public utilities, rec-
reation, education, and religious activities is of the sort which
will be much sought after by future historians seeking to under-
stand life in Minnesota at the present time. Dr. Manuel C.

Elmer of the University of Minnesota was the director of the
survey.

Two Minnesota towns with histories of exceptional interest,
Faribault and Hastings, are planning to depict their stories in
pageant form during the coming summer.

The days when the lumber industry was in its prime at Winona

and Stillwater are recalled in an article in the St. Paul Dispatch
for December 17.

The “Iegend of Ea Sha, the Red Rock,” as told by Mr.
Franklin C. Ford, a pioneer resident of the village which takes
its name from the ancient Indian shrine, is included in an article
in the St. Paul Daily News for November 28. An inaccurate
account of the Methodist mission which was moved from Kaposia
to Red Rock by the Reverend B. T. Kavenaugh in 1841 also
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is given. A site in the village is now owned by the Methodist
Episcopal Church and used as a summer camping-ground for
revival meetings, and here the painted rock, a picture of which
accompanies the article, is preserved.

A “Brief History Concerning the Village of Little Sauk,”
published in the Little Sauk Boomer for December 20, is an out-
line of the commercial progress of the town during the past
four years.

The chapter on Dodge County in Dr. Upham's Minnesota
Geographic Names (Minnesote Historical Collections, vol. 17)
is reprinted, without reference to the volume from which it is
taken, in the Mantorville Express for February zs.

The Reverend E. E. Saunders is the author of a series of
sketches of “ Red River and North Dakota Pioneers ” which are
published with numerous portraits in the Courier-News of Fargo
for February 20 and 27, March 6 and 27, and April 10.

The Minnesota Territorial Pioneers and the St. Croix Valley
Old Settlers’ Association held a joint meeting at Stillwater on
October 6, to celebrate with John Daubney of Taylor’s Falls his
one hundred and first birthday anniversary. Sketches and por-
traits of Mr. Daubney appear in the October 3 issues of the
St. Paul Daily News and the Minneapolis Journal.

War HisTorY ACTIVITIES

In accordance with plans formulated at a meeting held Novem-
ber 30, the Minnesota War Records Commission in January
submitted to the Governor, and through him to the legislature,
a review of its activities during the biennium 1919-21 together
with recommendations for the continuation and completion of
its work. Briefly, this report was to the effect that the commission,
though financed on a very modest scale, had succeeded in assem-
bling a mass of important local war history material and was
prepared, with the requisite support, to undertake its major task
under the law —the preparation and publication of a compre-
hensive history of Minnesota in the World War. Recommen-
dations for the commencement of this work were offered on the
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basis of a tentative program for the publication of an eight-
volume work within six years at an average cost of fifteen thou-
sand dollars a year. Three volumes of the proposed history
would contain a roster of the names and brief statements of the
services of all Minnesota soldiers, sailors, and marines, and of
certain groups of civilians engaged.in special war work; one
volume, a history of the 151st United States Field Artillery writ-
ten by Lieutenant Governor Louis L. Collins, who served with
this regiment; three volumes, a narrative and documentary his-
tory of the state’s large and varied contributions to the winning
of the war; and one volume, a condensed narrative re-presenta-
tion of the whole subject, intended primarily for distribution to
ex-service men as provided by law. As the first step in the
realization of this plan, the commission proposed, during the
biennium 1921-23, to publish Mr. Collins’ history and to pre-
pare the roster and one volume of the general history for the
press. For this purpose an appropriation of fifteen thousand
dollars a year was requested.

Before action was taken on this request, a new factor appear-
ed in the form of a bill, introduced by Senator Samuel G. Rask
and other Spanish-American War veterans in the legislature,
whereby the law creating the Minnesota War Records Commis-
sion (Laws, 1919, ch. 284) would be amended so as to provide
for the publication, before the projected World War history, of
a volume on Minnesota in the Spanish-American War and the
Philippine Insurrection. It appeared that an earlier commission,
appointed for the purpose of preparing such a volume for the
Spanish War period (Lews, 1903, ch. 249), had compiled ros-
ters of the four Minnesota volunteer regiments in service at that
time, but that funds needed for publication, though from time
to time urgently requested of the legislature, had not been forth-
coming. Since the state had published a work on Minnesota in
the Civil and Indian Wars, 1861-1865 and appeared about to do
the same for the World War period, it was felt that now was
the time to give similar recognition to participants in the inter-
vening conflicts, and the bill became law.

Later, in one of the general appropriation acts, the commis-
sion was granted the sum of ten thousand dollars for each year
of the coming biennium. This enables the commission, not, it is
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true, to proceed along the lines and on the scale proposed, but
to complete and issue the history of a long neglected period and
to make a beginning, at least, upon the work for which it was
originally established. It is expected that a volume entitled
Minnesota in the Spanish-American War and the Philippine
Insurrection and possibly one volume of the World War history
will be issued within the biennium.

In December, 1920, the commission’s activities in Minneapolis
and Hennepin County bore fruit in the organization of a strong
county war records committee composed of the following indi-
viduals: Miss Gratia Countryman, librarian of the Minneapolis
Public Library; Mrs. May H. Dills, county superintendent of
schools; Mr. Herbert H. Gardner, vice president and manager
of the Minneapolis Civic and Commerce Association; Colonel
George E. Leach, former commander of the 151st United States
Field Artillery and a member of the Minnesota War Records
Commission; Captain George H. Mallon, one of Pershing’s
“ hundred heroes ”; Mr. Harry A. Montgomery, a county com-
missioner ; Mrs. Albert W. Strong, president of the Minneapo-
lis Woman’s Community Council; Mr. Paul J. Thompson, an
attorney; and Mr. James D. Williams, a member of the Minne-
apolis City Council. At the organization meeting on December
15 Colonel Leach was elected chairman, and Miss Countryman,
vice chairman; these two, with Captain Mallon, being chosen to
serve as an executive committee. Mr. Cecil W. Shirk, field
agent of the Minnesota War Records Commission, was employed
as secretary on a part time basis, and the active conduct of the
work was placed in his hands. With funds from the city and
county aggregating six thousand dollars and with headquarters
established in the courthouse, the committee has launched an
active campaign for the collection and preservation of Hennepin
County’s war records. Special attention is given for the present
to listing and compiling records of the county’s ““ Gold Stars.”
Wide publicity has been given this work in the city by the Min-
neapolis Woman’s Community Council in connection with one
of its house-to-house canvasses and in the country districts
through the medium of the county school superintendent and
teachers,
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The compilation of the Minnesota “ Gold Star Roll” is pro-
gressing steadily through the untiring efforts of Mrs. Lillian C.
Goodenow of St. Paul, who has immediate charge of this part
of the work of the state commission. During the six months
ending March 31, 1921, about thirteen hundred records of Min-
nesotans who lost their lives in the service du.ing the World
War were added to the six hundred previously completed (see

ante, 3:543).

The adjutant general of the state has deposited with the com-
mission a number of important files of records relating to Min-
nesotans who contributed military service during the World War.
One of these files is composed of photostatic copies of the Min-
nesota draft registration lists now in the government archives
at Washington, and it supplies the state with a record of the
names, addresses, and order and serial numbers of all who reg-
istered for the draft in Minnesota. There is also an alphabetical
roster of all those who entered the service from Minnesota,
together with the somewhat more detailed records from which
this roster is derived. Most important of all is a file of official
records of the military or naval services of individuals, which
will ultimately cover the entire body of Minnesota service men.
These records are being compiled by the war and navy depart-
ments in accordance with the plan of the federal government
to supply each state with concise statements on cards of the serv-
ices of all the men furnished by that state in the World War.
Some thousands of the Minnesota records have already been
received and, according to announcements from Washington, the
file will be complete by July 1, 1921.

The war records commission is fortunate in having acquired
the custody of the records of the Minnesota Commission of
Public Safety, the state’s war-time governing body, under spe-
cial authorization given at its final meeting on December 15.
These records include not only complete files of the correspond-
ence, record-books, and papers of the state headquarters of the
Minnesota Commission of Public Safety, but also the files and
records of a number of its county branches, special committees,
and auxiliary agencies. As in the case of all other acquisitions
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of the war records commission, these files will pass ultimately
into the permanent keeping of the Minnesota Historical Society.

From Mr. George E. Ingersoll of St. Paul the commission
has received an important file of correspondence and records
relating to the activities of the Military Training Camps Asso-
ciation in recruiting and examining men for officers’ training
camps and for various special branches of the service such as
the signal corps, the construction division of the quartermaster
corps, and the naval reserve. Beginning with January, 1918,
this material covers the period of Mr. Ingersoll’s connection
with the association in an administrative capacity, first as state
chairman and later as chairman for the Northwest States Divi-
sion, a district ultimately including Minnesota, Iowa, North and
South Dakota, and northern Wisconsin.

From the bureau of women and children of the Minnesota
Department of Labor and Industries, the commission has received
the original records of a state survey of women in industry
made in 1918 by this bureau and a subcommittee of the wom-
en’s division of the Council of National Defense. The results
of this survey are summarized in a report prepared by Dr. Carol
Aronovici, formerly special agent for the department, and pub-
lished by it as a pamphlet entitled Women in Industry in Min-
nesota in 1918 (1920. 35 p.).

A war history of Martin County, compiled by Arthur M. Nel-
son, has been published by the Sentinel Publishing Company of
Fairmont (1920. 316, xxxii p.), and a similar history of Wil-
kin County, edited by W. Harvey James, has been issued by the
publishers of the Breckenridge Telegram (1919. 130, xxxiii p.).
Both histories are of the now familiar souvenir type, being devot-
ed primarily to individual photographs and brief records of local
service men and war workers. The Martin County history, how-
ever, is exceptional in several respects. Accounts of individual
services are unusually detailed and bear evidence of having
been compiled with painstaking care. Contributions of more than
strictly local significance appear in a chapter setting forth many
interesting facts about local service men studied as a group, and
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in one of the personal narratives which deals with the work in
various parts of the state of a secret agent of the department
of justice. It is interesting to note further that the publisher
has evidently found in the County War History Prospectus com-
piled by the state war records commission some suggestions of
practical value,

The experiences of the war records committees of St. Louis
and Ramsey counties have demonstrated that the work in the
large urban centers cannot he completed satisfactorily with the
appropriations, amounting to six thousand dollars, which were
originally authorized (Lows, 1919, ch. 288). Consequently, these
committees and the Hennepin County committee joined in secur-
ing the enactment of a law whereby the local governing bodies
of their communities are permitted to make, during a period
ending December 31, 1923, additional appropriations of not
more than five thousand dollars a year in any one county for
the use of the local war records committees (Laws, 1921, ch.
262).
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