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the old Harrison homestead, which has been a * landmark on
upper Nicollet for 61 years. ”

Sketches of the histories of “ two more landmarks of Minne-
apolis ” which are being razed — the old St. James Hotel, more
recently known as the Miller Hotel, and the “ old Wallace home-
stead ” — appear with pictures of these structures in the Minne-
apolis Tribune for May 15,

Mr. Joseph Warren, who has been delivering mail in Minne-
apolis during the past thirty-five years, describes the growth of
the city’s postal service during that period in some reminiscences
published in the Minneapolis Tribune for April 24.

The two concluding installments of the series of interviews
with interesting Minneapolis residents which has been running in
the Minneapolis Journal since January (see ante, p. 94) appear
in the issues of that paper for April 3 and 10. They consist of
reminiscences of James E. Clune, a veteran railroad man, and
William G. Northup, president of the North Star Woolen Mills.

The Minneapolis Tribune for July 24 publishes an article
about the cemetery established in 1855 by Martin Layman at
what is now Lake Street and Cedar Avenue, Minneapolis, and
from which the bodies are now being removed. The article is
composed chiefly of stories about Minneapolis pioneers who were
buried there.

Benjamin Backnumber presents one of the best of his stories
of “ St. Paul Before This” in the St. Paul Daily News for May
8, on the subject of the state’s “ Former Capitols.” He gives a
convenient list of the various homes of Minnesota’s government,
with the date when each was occupied. Another article of more
than local interest is his account of the ““ Birth of the State Con-
stitution, ” published on June 5. In other articles he deals with
the first Decoration Day celebration in St. Paul, May 29; the early
St. Paul hotel which was known as Moffet’s, Castle, July 24; the
methods used by representatives of rival steamboat companies
when they “hustled for passengers” at the St. Paul wharves in
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the early days, April 17; and the “ Grasshopper Plague,” July
10. Biographical sketches of Captain Martin Scott, who is iden-
tified with the early history of Fort Snelling; Judge Aaron Good-
rich; Judge Greenleaf Clark; Colonel Timothy Sheehan, who
commanded at Fort Ridgley during the siege of 1862; and John
Farrington, a pioneer St. Paul business man, make up the articles
for April 10, May 1, August 28, and September 11 and 25. The
author also recalls the local visits of two men of international
fame, Robert G. Ingersoll and Cyrus Field, in articles appearing
in the issues of the News for April 3 and July 17.

A series of articles about St. Paul, intended to acquaint the
residents thereof with their city, has been running in the Monday
issues of the St. Paul Pioneer Press. The initial article, published
August 15, deals largely with “firsts” such as the arrival of
the first white man, the building of the first church, the publica-
tion of the first newspaper, and the completion of the first rail-
road. In succeeding articles various municipal activities and
improvements are taken up, the origin of each is described, and
its growth and value to the city is noted. The subjects and
dates of these articles follow: the gradual acquisition of proper-
ty which has resulted in the St. Paul park system, August 29;
the development of the educational facilities of the city, Septem-
ber §; the extension of the city’s water supply, September 12;
the improvement of the street-lighting system, September 19;
street, sewer, and bridge construction, September 26; and the
evolution of the public library and the construction of its present
building and of the St. Paul Auditorium, October 3.

The “ Growth of St. Paul in 65 Years” is cleverly illustrated
in the St. Paul Dispatch for October 3 by a picture of the slim
city directory for 1856 beside the ponderous volume issued in
1921. Some interesting statements about the two books also are
published.

In 1879, when but fourteen telephones had been installed in
St. Paul, “ no one complained about phone service ” but all mar-
velled when the instruments worked at all, according to an article
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in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for April 3. An interesting picture
of the city’s first telephone exchange is reconstructed for the
reader by Miss Elizabeth Good, one of the four original operators,
and Mr. Joseph Brown, one of the first ““ switchboard boys. "
Curious innovations which were introduced from time to time are
noted and the growth of the service is briefly sketched. Portraits
of Mr. Brown and Miss Good and of Mr. Charles Joplin, who
has been connected with St. Paul telephone corporations for more
than forty years, appear with the article.

Memories of days when the four-wheeled hack was the chief
means of communication in St. Paul are revived in an article
about “ Butch ” Gadbout, a cabman of the early days, in the St.
Paul Daily News for July 24. A picture of an old-fashioned cab
and a portrait of “ Butch in his prime ” accompany the article.

The history of the picturesque little church which nestles
against the hillside at the junction of Pleasant Avenue and Ram-
sey Street in St. Paul is recounted in the St. Paul Daily News for
August 21 by Gregory Bolt of St. Paul, a brother of the Reverend
Nicholas Bolt of Lugano, Switzerland, who was the founder and
first pastor of the German Presbyterian congregation for which
the church was built. With the article appear a portrait of the
founder and a picture of the church, which was built in 1890 and
which has been recently transformed from a place of worship in-
to a little theater and, finally, into a funeral chapel.

The announcement that St. Mary’s Church is erecting a new
home to replace the “ oldest Catholic church building ” in St. Paul
is the occasion for the publication in the St. Paul Daily News for
June 26 of an outline of the history of the building, which in-
cludes interesting accounts of the laying of its corner stone, of its
dedication in 1867, and of the celebration of its golden jubilee in
1917. It is interesting to note that the sermons for the two latter
occasions both were preached by Archbishop Ireland. Among
the illustrations appearing with the article are a picture of the
old ivy-covered church and a portrait of its first priest, the Rev-
erend Louis E. Caillet.
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What three men, Henry Hale, Greenleaf Clark, and James J.
Hill, have done for the St. Paul Public Library is revealed in
an article, accompanied by their portraits, in the St. Paul Pioneer
Press for August 7. Brief sketches of the lives of the two former
men precede the descriptions of their bequests; but all the
space allotted to Mr. Hill is devoted to a resumé of the origin
and working out of his idea for the reference library which now
stands as a monument to his name.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Catholic boys’ school now
known as Cretin High School, which was opened in 1871 in a
little stone building on Wabasha Street, St. Paul, by two members
of the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, is the
occasion for the publication of a history of the school, by John
Fitzgerald, in the St. Paul Daily News for July 10. The illustra-
tions include pictures of the original and present homes of the
school and portraits of six of the seven directors who have guided
its destiny during half a century.

Photographs of the members of the pioneer St. Paul musical
organization which came to be known as Seibert’s Band are re-
produced with a brief article about the band and some of its
members in the S2. Peul Daily News for July 24. A statement
in the article that this was “ St. Paul’s first military band ” brought
forth the information that it had a predecessor, a band organized
by Leberich Otto. An article about this earlier organization and
a portrait of its director appear in the News for July 31.

The Years Since "71 is the title of a booklet by Joseph G. Pyle
issued by Gordon and Ferguson to commemorate the firm’s fif-
tieth anniversary (St. Paul, 1921. 24 p.). The author sketches
the growth during the half century of this great wholesale fur
establishment, and he also depicts the character of Richards
Gordon, the man who saw the opportunity for such a business in
St. Paul and promptly siezed and made the most of it. A portrait
of Mr. Gordon, pictures of St. Paul’s wholesale district in 1871
and in 1921, and sketches of the original and present homes of
the firm, add to the attractiveness of the booklet.
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Special sections of both the St, Paul Pioneer Press and the
St. Paul Daily News for April 3 are devoted to articles on the
past and present of the firm of Montgomery Ward and Company.
Their publication marks the completion of the new building of
the great mail order concern in St. Paul.

The fiftieth anniversary of Mr. Andrew Schoch’s connection
with the St. Paul grocery concern which has borne his name since
1874, is the occasion for an article about his business career in
the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 20. With it appear portraits
of Mr. Schoch and members of his family, a picture of his first
store in St. Paul, and views of the present establishment.

The fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the Mann-
heimer Brothers store in St. Paul furnished the occasion for arti-
cles about its history in the St. Paul Pioneer Press and the St.
Paul Daily News for April 10. The articles are illustrated with
portraits of the founders of the concern, Louis Goodkind, his
son, Benjamin L. Goodkind, and Jacob Mannheimer, and of mem-
bers of their families who have since entered the business.

Little Bohemia, a tiny fishing hamlet situated on the Mississip-
pi River flats on the outskirts of St. Paul, is described in an article
in the St Paul Daily News for September 18. The group of
queer little huts and their inhabitants, among whom peasant cus-
toms of the Old World still prevail, are depicted in both words
and pictures.

The village of Little Canada, a reminder that very early Min-
nesota attracted immigrants from the north, and the little group
of aged French-Canadians who still inhabit it are described in the
Minneapolis Tribune for July 17. The village is situated on Lake
Gervais, just north of St. Paul.

Memories of logging days on the St. Croix are revived in an
article by Jay W. Ludden in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for April
10 about Prescott, the sleepy little Wisconsin village situated at
the junction of the Mississippi and St. Croix rivers, which once
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was a prosperous lumbering town. The article is occasioned by
the making of plans for a bridge across the Mississippi River at
this point. The illustrations include a picture of the ferry now
in use and several views of the town.

An account of the early settlers and settlements of Pembina
County, North Dakota, by Jonas Hall, a pioneer of the region, is
published in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for July 3. Of special
interest to Minnesotans is the story of how James Wickes Taylor
of ‘St. Paul suggested the name for Walhalla while stopping there
in the course of a trip from his home to Winnipeg, where he was
United States consul.

On June 25, the forty-fifth .anniversary of the massacre of -
General George A. Custer and his men, the battle of the Little Big
Horn was re€énacted by members of the American Legion and the
United States Army and Crow Indians on the site of the original
conflict. Memories of General Custer and his last battle are re-
vived also in articles in two local newspapers. In the Minne-
apolis Tribune for June 19 the military operations which pre-
ceded the battle are described and the story of the massacre is
outlined. The second article, in the Minneapolis Journal for
June 26, is based upon information supplied by Mrs. Edward
Pennington of Minneapolis, whose brother, Lieutenant James S.
Sturgis, was killed in the battle. She expresses the opinion that
Custer ““ was guilty of a military blunder ” and that he fought in
the hope of gaining personal glory. Extensive quotations from
contemporary newspapers are presented in support of this con-
tention. Mrs. Pennington is the possessor of large collections of
newspaper clippings referring to the battle and of photographs
of people and objects connected with it. ‘Some of the latter are
reproduced with the article.

According to an article in the Minneapolis Journal for August
28 another ““sole survivor” of the Custer Massacre has been
discovered in the person of J. O. Spencer, a Faribault pioneer,
who “ exhibits a worn and tattered diary ” to prove his claim.
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The thrilling experiences of a loyalist, Dr. John Schultz, dur-
ing the Riel rebellion in Canada in December, 1869, are recounted
in the Manitoba Free Press for May 14 and 21 in an article in
two installments headed “ A Doctor Under a Load of Hay.”
The story of the doctor’s flight from the prison at Fort Garry,
where he had been confined by Louis Riel, to Fort Alexander and
Duluth, is here told by James Monkman, the driver of the sleigh
in which Dr. Schultz escaped.

The Men of the Hudson’s Bay Company, by N. M. W. J. Mc-
Kenzie (Fort William, Ontario, 1921. 214 p.), is a record of the
author’s experiences and observations in the service of the com-
pany from 1876 to 1916.

‘War HisTory ACTIVITIES

The Minnesota War Records Commission has temporarily
curtailed its activities in the field of World War history, to which
it was originally assigned, and is now engaged primarily in the
preparation of a history of Minnesota in the Spanish-American
War and the Phillipine Insurrection, publication of which, under
the law as it now stands, is to antedate the appearance of project-
ed volumes relating to the later conflict. Besides a general ac-
count of local events and conditions relating to or affected by the
war with Spain, the book will contain histories and rosters of the
four volunteer regiments furnished by the state at that time, to-
gether with records of Minnesotans who entered other units or
branches of the service. An abundance of material relating to
the Minnesota regiments, including muster rolls, pay rolls, and
regimental reports, is available in the office of the adjutant gen-
eral of the state, but that office has no records of scattering enlist-
ments, of which it is estimated that there were several hundred at
least. Such records must be obtained from the war and navy
departments, and the secretary of the commission has been to
Washington and has made arrangements there whereby it is hoped
the desired information may be secured. For the narrative por-
tion of the history, the commission is assembling material from
government publications, state archives, private collections, and
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newspaper files— all in the library of the Minnesota Historical
Society.

The commission continues to receive material relating to activ-
ities of the World War period. The state auditor has turned over
all records of the registration of aliens and their property hold-
ings, which was conducted by the auditor under the direction of
the Minnesota Commission of Public Safety in February, 1918.
These records include printed lists of the names of registrants,
arranged according to precinct and ward or township and county,
and a file, similarly arranged, of the registrants’ sworn declara-
tions. From Mrs. Joseph S. Gaylord of Winona, state historian
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the commission
has received a collection of reports of the war work done by the
several chapters of that organization and lists of the names with
the war records of members or their relatives who were in the
service.

The Hennepin County War Records Committee is specializing
in the compilation of records of the services of individuals during
the World War, though attention is also given to the history of
local war organizations. The committee has transcribed, from
official records in the office of the state commission, individual
statements of the services of some twenty-four thousand Henne-
pin County soldiers, sailors, and marines, and hasrecentlylaunched
an aggressive campaign to secure the names and records of nurses
and welfare workers. Its work in the compilation of records of
local men and women who lost their lives in the service achieved
a special significance in connection with the ceremony at the
dedication of the Victory Memorial Driveway in Minneapolis on
June 11, on which occasion trees, individually marked with the
names of “ Gold Stars,” were planted in commemoration of the
county’s war dead. The names used in marking these memorial
trees were obtained from a list compiled by the war records com-
mittee, which in this and other ways cooperated with the general
committee in charge of the ceremony. Among the many methods
used to make this list as complete and accurate as possible was the
publication of provisional lists, first in the Minneapolis Journal
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for November 14, 1920, and finally in a pamphlet entitled Gold
Stars of Minneapolis and Hennepin County, published by the
committee on May 21, 1921. The latter list, with corrections and
additions which brought the total to five hundred and fifty-five
names, was embodied, together with other matter pertinent to the
occasion, in a souvenir program issued by the general committee
after the event under the title World War Gold Star Roll of Hen-
nepin County (36 p.).

Progress in all lines of war records work is reported by the St.
Louis County branch of the commission. The county committee
at its headquarters in Duluth is checking its records of some ten
thousand local service men against lists obtained from the state
commission, the bonus board, and local organizations and institu-
tions. Special efforts are being made to complete the county Gold
Star Roll, which now includes upwards of three hundred names,
and to extend the committee’s collection of photographs, war let-
ters, and other personal records. The canvass of local war agen-
cies continues — the committee recently received from the Duluth
chapter of the American Red Cross a large collection of samples
of items of all sorts furnished by the Red Cross for the comfort
of service men. Newspaper files of the war period have been
carefully searched, and a beginning has been made in the writing
of a war history of the county, with the possibility of publication
in view. Recent visits made by the chairman, the Honorable Wil-
liam E. Culkin, to some of the range towns have contributed to a
county-wide interest in the work.

Publication of the Ramsey County committee’s projected his-
tory of St. Paul and Ramsey County in the World War is de-
layed pending completion of the roster and the receipt of promised
reports and material on the history of various local war organiza-
tions. The roster, compiled originally from the service men’s
own written statements and now including some thirteen thousand
names, is being verified and extended by reference to official rec-
ords on file in the office of the state commission. Recent contri-
butions of material for the historical narrative include a report
of the work of the St. Paul post office in connection with the sale
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of war savings stamps and liberty bonds, written by Mr. Joseph
Brown, assistant postmaster. The committee looks forward to
the completion of the work being done by Mrs. Charles N. Akers
of St. Paul, a volunteer assistant who is gathering detailed in-
formation as to the war service of individuals and organizations of
the Hamline district.

The Chisago County War History Committee, organized under
the direction of the war records commission in 1919 by the Hon-
orable Victor L. Johnson of Center City, published in March,
1920, a history of Chisago County, Minnesota, in the World War,
edited by Mr. Ansgar L. Almen of Lindstrom (303 p. Illustra-
tions), a copy of which has only recently come to hand. Publica-
tion of the history was undertaken and carried through as a public
enterprise, with no thought of profit. In appearance and, with
certain exceptions, in subject matter, the volume is of the usual
souvenir type, but the historical narrative, portions of which were
written by Mr. Johnson, Mr. Almen, Mr. M. S. Norelius, and Dr.
John Sander, is of unusual quality and interest, and a wholly
unique feature is added by the inclusion of an extended series of
documents and blank forms, printed in full, relating to general
and local aspects of the work of the food administration.

Recent acquisitions of county war histories of the strictly con-
ventional type, produced by private enterprise include: Dakota
County in the World War (Red Wing, Red Wing Printing Com-
pany, September, 1919. 160 p. Illustrations) ; Jackson County,
Minnesota, in the World War (Lakefield, Neulen and Lueneburg,
1921. 144 p. Illustrations) ; and Otter Tail County, Minnesota,
in the World War, by Victor George Lundeen (Fergus Falls,
Lundeen Publishing Company, 1919. 288 p. Illustrations).

Jefferson County in the World War, compiled by George W.
Reeves (Watertown, New York, 1920. 280 p. Maps, diagrams,
illustrations), a volume relating to a New York community, is
full of suggestions for those concerned with the preparation of
county war histories. The almost entire absence of portraits of
individuals and the preéminence given to the narrative history
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of community and group activities are two of the distinguishing
features of the book.

An account of the origin and growth of a great collection of
World War history material, consisting primarily of publications
and printed matter of every conceivable variety gathered from all
quarters of the globe and especially from the leading belligerent
countries, is given in a pamphlet entitled The Hoover War Collec-
tion at Stanford University, California: A Report and an Analysis,
by E. D. Adams (Stanford University Press. 82 p.). It need
hardly be added that the collection bears the name of Herbert
Hoover, an alumnus and trustee of Stanford University and
donor of the funds which made this vast undertaking possible.

The Indiana Historical Commission has brought about the
compilation of a “ county war history ” for most of the counties
of the state, and a law enacted by the legislature at its last session
makes it likely that many of these will be printed. By this law
county commissioners are authorized to appropriate a thousand
dollars for the purpose.

A pamphlet entitled California in the War: War Addresses,
Proclamations, and Patriotic Messages of Governor William D.
Stephens (Sacramento, 1921. 90 p.), has been issued by the war
history department of the California Historical Survey Commis-
sion. The Virginia War History Commission has published as
supplements to the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography
for January, April, July, and October, 1921, calendars of material
in the state war records collection, including local war history
material collected in the several counties and cities of Virginia,
material relating to the history of military organizations, and the
proclamations, addresses, and messages of the war governors of
that state.
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