






have weighed upon us during the prepara­
tion of a work so unique and voluminous." 
He also acknowledged "the liberality of tbe 
citizens of Minnesota, and the generous 
manner in which they have supported our 
undertaking. . . . This generous support 
has not been without its effect on us, in mak­
ing us the more earnest and determined in 
our efforts, that our patrons should not be 
disappointed, but should have delivered to 
them, within the specified time, an Atlas in 
all respects worthy of their liberal patron­
age." 

For his fifteen dollars the subscriber re­
ceived a volume measuring 17/2 by 14 inches 
and with just under four hundred pages. It 
included double-page maps of the state, the 
United States, and the world; five pages of 
statistical maps of Minnesota and the United 
States; and seventy pages of county maps 
and plans of cities and towns. The volume 
also contained more than a hundred pages 
of lithographic sketches, portraits, views, 
and landscapes. Geographical and histori­
cal descriptions, statistical tables, and bio­
graphical data together totaled another hun­
dred pages. Of particular importance to the 
financial success of the Atlas was the exten­
sive list of "Patrons of the Minnesota State 
Atlas" that filled some thirty pages. 

ANDREAS anticipated that tbe Minnesota 
volume would be the first in a series of illus­
trated state historical atlases. As soon as his 
surveyors and canvassers had completed 
their work in Minnesota, they were accord­
ingly shifted to Iowa to begin work on an 
atlas there. Procedures for preparing the 
Iowa atlas and for soliciting subscriptions 
and contracts for illustrations and biographi­
cal sketches were the same as for the Min­
nesota volume. Notwithstanding the serious 
financial depression and the fact that illus­
trated atlases had been published for a num­
ber of Iowa counties, more than 22,000 
copies of the Iowa atlas were sold at fifteen 
dollars apiece. Receipts from pictures and 
biographies were around $70,000. Sales and 
production costs for the publication ex­

ceeded $300,000, and the publisher's profit 
was reduced by cancellations.i' 

In 1875 the atlas company was once more 
reorganized, this time as Raskin, Forster, 
and Company. Under this name the firm 
began work that year on the Illustrated His­
torical Atlas of Indiana. Indiana had been 
pretty thoroughly covered by publishers of 
both county maps and atlases during the 
previous two decades. For this reason, and 
because of the persisting economic depres­
sion, only 12,000 subscriptions had been 
sold when the book was published in 1876. 
The project was a financial disaster from 
which Baskin, Forster, and Company — 
and Alfred T. Andreas — never fully 
recovered. 1" 

Several other illustrated historical atlases 
in the style introduced by Andreas in his 
Minnesota volume were published during 
the next five or six years. Warner and Beers, 
also of Chicago, released an Atlas of the 
State of Illinois in 1876, a revised edition of 
which was issued in 1879 under the imprint 
of D. C. Edwards, Chicago. A Historical At­
las of Wisconsin was published at Milwau­
kee in 1878 by Snyder, Van Vechten and 
Company. The same plates were apparently 
used in 1881 by H. R. Page and Company 
of Chicago for their Illustrated Historical 
Atlas of Wisconsin. 

Louis H. Everts, one of the Civil War 
friends who introduced Andreas to the 
mapping business, had his publishing head­
quarters in Philadelphia by the mid-
eighties." Although by this time Everts' 
principal emphasis was on county histories 
and biographies, in 1885 he published An 
Official State Atlas of Nebraska in associa­
tion with W. H. Kirk. An Official State Atlas 
of Kansas was issued under the imprint of 
L. H. Everts and Company in 1887. Both of 
these atlases were similar in size and format 

*° Harrington, How 'Tis Done, 82. 
" Harrington, How 'Tis Done, 84. 
" J . Thomas Scharf and Thompson Westcott, 

History of Philadelphia 1609-1884, 3:2332 (Phila­
delphia, 1884). The biographical sketch of Louis H. 
Everts notes that he "transferred his headquarters 
to Philadelphia in 1872." 
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to the Andreas state atlases, but the Everts 
volumes included fewer illustrations. 

AFTER 1875, when his publishing company 
failed, Alfred T. Andreas' name was associ­
ated with but one atlas. In 1884 he pub­
lished in Chicago a Historical Atlas of 
Dakota. The volume was printed by R. R. 
Donnelley and Sons at the Lakeside Press 
and included county maps, biographical 
sketches, and historical summaries, but few 
illustrations. It was, on the whole, notably 
inferior to the works published by Andreas 
a decade earlier. 

In the early eighties Andreas was also 
occupied in compiling a series of histories. 
In 1881 he published a History of Mil­
waukee and a History of Northern Wiscon­
sin. These were followed in 1883 by a 

" John Maass, The Gingerbread Age: A View of 
Victorian America, 7 ( New York, 1957). 

THE ILLUSTRATIONS accompanying this article 
all come from An Illustrated Historical Atlas of the 
State of Minnesota. 

History of the State of Kansas and in 1884 by 
a History of Cook County, Illinois. Best 
known of Andreas' historical works is the 
History of Chicago, published in three vol­
umes from 1884 to 1886. It is still recognized 
as the best historical record of Chicago in 
the nineteenth century. 

Alfred T. Andreas died on February 10, 
1900, at New Rochelle, New York, where he 
was temporarily residing. His most lasting 
memorial is tbe series of illustrated county 
and state atlases published between 1871 
and 1875. The two dozen or so An­
dreas atlases were unabashedly commercial 
ventures. Included within their covers, how­
ever, is an unexcelled historical, biographi­
cal, and pictorial record of midwestern 
America in tbe vigorous and lusty Victorian 
era. "For better or for worse," it has been 
written, "the period between 1840 and 
1880 made America what it is today." i* A 
segment of the cultural history of these ex­
citing years is graphically preserved in the 
pages of Andreas' illustrated atlases. 
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