
. . .on the HISTORICAL HORIZON 

"ONLY WHEN we apply the same tests of 
validity to a drawing or painting that a historian 
uses in evaluating written documents can we 
fufly appreciate the contributions to history of 
the artist who portrayed vividly and accurately 
what he saw with his own eyes. The best of 
such painters were both fine artists and reliable 
historians." Thus writes John C. Ewers in an 
essay on "The Artist as Explorer and Historian," 
which serves as an introduction to his recent 
study of Artists of the Old West (New York, 
1965. 240 p. ) . This handsomely illustrated 
work deals largely with the pioneering painters 
who "helped to make the Plains Indians of buf­
falo days the best-known primitive people in 
the world." Of the artists who portrayed the 
scenery and the natives of the upper Midwest, 
only Peter Rindisbacher, "Young Artist on the 
Red River of the North," is included for his 
pictorial record of that area and its people, red 
and white. A lengthy account of George Catlin 
stresses his role in "Hunting Indians with a 
Paintbrush" on the western plains; his visits to 
Fort SneUing and the Pipestone Quarry in 1835 
and 1836 are overlooked. The two artists who 
went with Stephen H. Long to the Rocky Moun­
tains in 1819-20 — Samuel Seymour and Titian 
R. Peale — are the subject of a chapter, but 
there is no mention of Seymour's second excur­
sion with Long to the Minnesota country in 
1823. It is, however, of more than ordinary 
interest to learn that as a member of Long's 
earlier expedition Peale produced the "earliest 
known" pictures of buffaloes grazing, of buffalo 
hunters on horseback, of Plains Indian tipis, 
and of some of the area's wildlife. Every reader 
must be especially grateful to Mr. Ewers and 
his publishers for the handsome and unusual 
reproductions presented in this volume. 

Bertha L. Heilbron 

NATURALISTS and students of frontier art 
alike will welcome an attractive little book en­
titled Audubon in the West, which has been 
compiled, edited, and supplied with an inform­
ative introduction and notes by John Francis 
McDermott (Norman, University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1965. xi, 131 p. Illustrations. $4.95.). 
It makes available twenty letters written by the 
artist-naturahst to his family and friends while 
he was en route from Wheeling, Virginia, to 
Fort Union on the upper Missouri in the spring 
and early summer of 1843. He undertook the 
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arduous journey in order to assemble material 
for his second great contribution to natural his­
tory— the three-volume Viviparous Quad­
rupeds of North America. His objective was 
well defined in writing to a friend before his 
departure: "I cannot tell how long I may be 
absent, but hope to return loaded with knowl­
edge new and abundance of Drawings m[ade] 
on the spot and not from stuffed-museums moth 
eaten remains." Mr. McDermott sets the stage 
for the naturalist's "last great adventure" in his 
introduction, and he outlines briefly the story 
of the homeward journey. The text here pre­
sented supplements the journal kept by Edward 
Harris, Audubon's companion on the journey 
of 1843, issued earlier under the same editor­
ship as Up the Missouri With Audubon (1951). 

Bertha L. Heilbron 

"THE STORY of the Canadian Fur Trade," by 
W. A. McKay, which appears in four consecu­
tive issues of The Beaver (Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, and Winter, 1965) reviews in an in­
formal but accurate manner the trade from 1534 
to the present day. Mr. McKay is a descendant 
of men who served the Hudson's Bay Company 
as early as 1790. His delightful humor in no 
way detracts from this account in which the 
history of Canada's fur trade is woven into the 
fabric of European entanglements and alliances 
in a lucid and straightforward style. The rivalry 
between the North West and the Hudson's Bay 
companies, as well as the competition with the 
American Fur Company, is delineated; the 
emergence of the Hudson's Bay Company as 
a monopoly and its ultimate surrender of vast 
holdings to Canada via the Crown in 1869 is 
recorded; and early trade on the Pacific Coast 
under the Russian czars Ivan IV and Peter the 
Great is described. "Seldom in history," says 
the author, "has the evolution of a nation been 
more directly influenced by a natural product 
than has that of Canada by fur." 

Mary D. Nagle 

A TWO-PART article on "Quetico Country" 
by Bruce M. Litteljohn which appears in the 
Canadian. Geographical Journal for August and 
September, 1965, traces the history of this 
international sanctuary, "shaped by waterways, 
and dominated by transients," from prehistoric 
times to the present. Part 1 recounts the story 
of the waterway from 1688, when Jacques 
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de Noyon ascended the Kaministiquia River, 
through the explorations of the French fur 
traders, to the era of British rule and, ultimately, 
Canadian confederation in 1867. The second 
part of Mr. Litteljohn's piece deals with the 
development of the Quetico-Superior region 
after the abandonment of the Dawson Route 
about 1878. Among the Minnesotans named 
as instrumental in establishing the preserve in 
the first part of the century are Carlos Avery 
and Christopher C. Andrews; also noted by 
the author are the efforts of Ernest C. Oberholt­
zer, Sigurd F. Olson, and Frederick Winston, 
which succeeded in preventing a "disastrous" 
damming of the boundary waters, proposed in 
1926 but rejected by the International Joint 
Commission. 

VOLUME I of the Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography, edited by George W. Brown, Marcel 
Trudel, and Andre Vachon, has been issued by 
the University of Toronto Press (Toronto, 1966. 
xxiii, 755 p. $15.00.). Covering the years from 
1000 to 1700, the book is arranged alphabet­
ically and includes 594 biographies, a bibliog­
raphy, and an index. A simultaneous edition 
in French has appeared. Incorporated into the 
first volume are introductory essays on "The In­
dians of Northeastern North America," "The 
Northern Approaches to Canada," "The Atlan­
tic Region," "New France, 1524-1713," and 
a glossary of Indian tribal names. It is thought 
that the complete dictionary will run to eighteen 
or twenty volumes. 

A BIOGRAPHICAL dictionary of The Moun­
tain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West, 
under the editorship of LeRoy R. Hafen, is 
being published by the Arthur H. Clark Com­
pany. The first two volumes of the projected 
six-volume work have recently been issued 
(Glendale, California, 1965. 397, 401 p. ) . More 
than twenty-five scholars have contributed 
sketches of fifty-seven men who engaged in 
the American fur trade during the first half 
of the nineteenth century. The editor has writ­
ten a 176-page "summary history" of the trade 
with emphasis on the trans-Mississippi West, 
St. Louis, and the central Rockies. In each book 
the individual mountain men appear in alpha­
betical rather than chronological order; there 
are a number of portraits and, in Volume 1, a 
fold-out map of the areas in which trade was 
carried on. The books are not separately in­
dexed, as an index-guide is planned for the final 
volume. 

MICHIGAN'S Mackinac Island State Park 
Commission has recently brought out several 

publications that will interest students of early 
northwest and fur trade history. Under the 
title Massacre at Mackinac David A. Armour 
has prepared a new edition of Volume 1 of 
Travels and Adventures in Canada and the 
Indian Territories, by Alexander Hemy, first 
published in 1809. Designed for general read­
ing, the booklet is paper-bound and plentifully 
illustrated. The punctuation, spelling, and chap­
ter titles have been modernized (1966. xii, 119 
p . ) . An illustrated Historic Guidebook (40 p.) 
describes among other things the new Indian 
museum opened in the island's 128-year-old 
Indian dormitory — a building constructed un­
der a treaty of 1836 to provide temporary hous­
ing for red men visiting the island to collect 
annuity payments. It has recently been restored, 
following the original plans for its construction 
drawn by Henry R. Schoolcraft and preserved 
in the Library of Congress. Leaflet No. 8 in 
the Mackinac History series is written by David 
A. Armour and devoted to crafts at Fort Michili­
mackinac. Drawing upon archaeological evi­
dence, Mr. Armour describes such activities as 
brickmaking, metal working, bone and wood 
carving, and stone working, which character­
ized eighteenth-century life at the fort. 

THE APRIL, 1965, issue of North Dakota His­
tory contains two articles which deal with 
eighteenth-century records of that state. "Fur 
Trader Chaboiflez at Pembina," by Roy P. 
Johnson reports on the winter of 1797—98 as 
described by the North West Company trader 
whose diary was rediscovered recently in the 
Canadian Archives at Ottawa. The journal tells 
of loading supplies at Grand Portage; of travel­
ing the northern canoe route via Rainy Lake, 
Lake of the Woods, and the Red River; of 
finding Hudson's Bay Company men in the 
process of establishing a post; and of building 
a post at Pembina before the "wintering" began 
in earnest. The author points out that Chaboil­
lez was "unusually important in the town's 
annals" and that its history "must begin with 
this early journal." In the same issue Russell 
Reid discusses "Verendrye's Journey to North 
Dakota in 1738" in the light of the discovery 
of an earth lodge village north of Mencken in 
that state. Mr. Reid takes issue with the 1941 
view of Dr. O. G. Libby that Verendrye visited 
the Sanish area and bases his contention on 
more recent archaeological studies. 

A HANDBOOK of American Forts: Yesterday 
and Today has been written by Bruce Grant 
and strikingly illustrated with over a hundred 
pen and ink drawings by Lorence F. Bjorklund 
(New York, E. P. Dutton and Company, 1965. 
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381 p. $5.95.). The volume divides the United 
States into ten regions, each of which is accom­
panied by a helpful map upon which are located 
all the forts discussed. The section on the mid-
western states includes Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, and Indiana; the Dakotas, Nebraska, 
Iowa, and Minnesota comprise the north cen­
tral region. While the book is a useful and 
attractive reference work for youngsters or non-
critical general readers, it by no means sustains 
the claim made on the jacket that it is "a 
definitive account of the more than 1200 forts 
built in America." The four pages devoted to 
Minnesota include descriptions of Forts Snell­
ing, Ripley, and Ridgely and listings of three 
fur trading posts. Fort Beauharnois, Fort Char­
lotte, and Fort St. Charles — the latter being 
located rather confusingly "on the southern 
shore of Lake of the Woods of the Northwest 
Angle Inlet." The unexplained face of an Arapa­
ho brave stares at the reader from a page about 
the Sioux Uprising, which is described as having 
been "fomented by Confederate agents." 

SUBTITLED "The History of a Failme," an 
article by Harold Hickerson on "William T. 
Boutwell of the American Board and the Pil­
lager Chippewa" appears in the Winter, 1965, 
issue of Ethnohistory. After sketching briefly 
the background and customs of the Leech Lake 
band among whom the missionary lived from 
1833 to 1837, the author presents his thesis 
that Boutwell's mission was indeed a failure 
in that he made no converts; he used village 
land for "his personal ends"; and, primarily, he 
tried to impose his religion and his civilization's 
concept of private ownership on a culture de­
voted to communal sharing. Mr. Hickerson's 
sources include the Edmund F. Ely Papers, 
held by the St. Louis County Historical Society, 
and the journals of Lawrence Taliaferro and the 
Wifliam T. Boutwell Papers, both in the Min­
nesota Historical Society. 

A FINDING AID, compiled by Laura E. Keb 
say, has been published by the National 
Archives and Records Service as a List of 
Cartographic Records of the General Land Of­
fice. It is number 19 in a series of Special 
Lists (Washington, 1964. v, 202 p . ) . The 
guide describes manuscript and annotated 
maps, boundary survey maps, field notes, and 
published maps. Among thirty-five entries for 
Minnesota in the manuscript section are J. W, 
Abert's "Plan of the Mflitary Reserve at Fort 
Snelling," plats and diagrams of Indian reserva­
tions such as Red Lake and Grand Portage, 
and sketches of public surveys beginning with 
the year 1856. 

THE MONTANA Aeronautics Commission has 
published a lavish volume entitled Montana and 
the Sky: The Beginning of Aviation in the Land 
of the Shining Mountains (Helena, 1966. 343 
p . ) . Its author is Frank W. Wiley, a veteran 
Miles City pilot. There is a real need for studies 
in the history of aeronautics on the state level, 
and one hopes that more of these will be at­
tempted before the recollections of "old timers" 
in the field are forever lost. Unfortunately this 
book should not serve as a model for such 
studies. It has been beautifully produced and 
is enhanced by a truly fine collection of early 
photographs, but the contents will prove dis­
appointing to historians. The text consists of 
a series of biographical sketches and brief essays 
based on the author's own reminiscences, which 
have been supplemented in some cases by a 
limited amount of research. These are arranged 
in no discernible order, and they add up to a 
chatty, personal "who's who," heavily larded 
with nicknames, anecdotes, and family con­
nections. The reader will look in vain for a 
straightforward account of what Montana has 
contributed to aviation and what its develop­
ment has meant to the state. 

Rhoda R. Gilman 

GORDON PARKS, a Kansas-born, Minnesota-
reared, nationally known photographer, is the 
author of A Choice of Weapons (New York, 
1966. X, 274 p . ) . An autobiography which 
encompasses the years from 1928 through 1943, 
the book tells of Mr. Parks's youth in the Twin 
Cities, including attendance at St. Paul's Me­
chanic Arts and Central high schools, work as 
a hotel bus boy, a pianist, a professional basket­
ball player, a dining car waiter, and at numerous 
other jobs. His recollections illumine clearly the 
grim life of the depression years in the 1930s 
as experienced by Negro residents of the Min­
neapolis north side and the Dale-Rondo district 
in St. Paul. Mr. Parks recalls how professional 
success first opened up when Mrs. Frank 
Murphy of "the most fashionable store in St. 
Paul" offered him an opportunity in the world 
of fashion photography, and the remainder of 
the book recounts his experiences at the South-
side Art Center in Chicago and his move — 
with the aid of a Julius Rosenwald fellowship 
— to Washington as a cameraman for the Farm 
Security Administration and later for the Office 
of War Information. 

IN A LIVELY article published in the Indiana 
Magazine of History for December, 1965, John 
T. Flanagan takes "A Look at Some Middle 
Western Gazetteers." Noting that historians 
"today make little use of gazetteers for obvious 
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reasons," Mr. Flanagan points out that they 
nevertheless have value as contemporary rec­
ords, and that — depending on the interests 
and reporting ability of the particular author — 
they sometimes contain bits of local history not 
readily available elsewhere. Among those he 
surveys are The Ohio Gazetteer (1816), Gazet­
teer of the State of Michigan, in Three Parts 
(1838), The Indiana Gazetteer (1826 and 
1833), A Gazetteer of the States of Illinois and 
Missouri (1823), the Guide for Emigrants 
(1831), the Wisconsin Gazetteer (1853), A 
Glimpse of Iowa in 1846, and N. H. Parker's 
Minnesota Handbook, for 1856-57. 

THREE REPRINTS of interest to readers of 
this magazine were issued in 1965 by the Min­
neapolis firm of Ross and Haines, Inc. Daniel 
Buck's book on Indian Outbreaks, first published 
in Mankato in 1904 (299 p . ) , contains accounts 
of the Spirit Lake Massacre and of the Sioux 
Uprising which draw heavily upon such sources 
as Charles E. Flandrau, Lavina Eastlick, Jus-
tina Krieger, and Henry H. Sibley. George 
Catlin's Letters and Notes on the Manners, Cus­
toms, and Condition of the North American 
Indians has been reproduced in two volumes 
(264 p., 266 p.) from the 1841 edition of that 
work. A brief introductory note about the artist 
has been added by the publisher. The three-
volume Elliott Coues edition of The Expeditions 
of Zebulon Montgomery Pike (955 p.) has been 
reprinted in a boxed, two-volume set which 
includes Pike's original preface, that of Coues 
in 1895, notes, maps, and an index. Although 
little new material has been incorporated which 
would update these books with more recent 
scholarship in the fields, the reprints will prove 
of value to libraries and schools. 

THE ACCOUNT of the Sioux Uprising written 
by Minnesota's first schoolteacher, Harriet E. 
Bishop McConkey, under the title Dakota War 
Whoop (1864), has been reprinted as one of 
the Lakeside Classics (Chicago, 1965. xxxvi, 
395 p . ) . The editor. Dale L. Morgan, has writ­
ten an informative introduction which provides 
helpful background to this "truly personal in 
tone" narrative and which includes several let­
ters from Miss Bishop to Henry H. Sibley. In 
two of these the authoress requested the poli­
tician to write an introduction to her work, "an 
important point" being "an endorsement of its 
correctness." The book has been cut from its 
original length, not, as Mr. Morgan explains, 
by omitting statements of fact, but by "reducing 
the moralizing, the sentimentalizing, and what 
must be cafled the gush." Valuable footnotes 
and an index have been added. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A S C E N E 

IN A PRIVATELY printed historical booklet 
Kenneth D. Ruble tells The Peavey Story (Min­
neapolis, 1963. 72 p.) with emphasis on the 
career of Frank H. Peavey who in 1874 founded 
the grain terminal business which bears his 
name. Starting in Sioux City, Iowa, Peavey 
moved to Minneapolis in 1884 to be close to 
his chief customers. There, Mr. Ruble points 
out, "one year after . . . his efforts, combined 
with those of the Minneapolis Millers Associa­
tion, resulted in Minneapolis becoming the 
number one wheat-receiving market of the 
United States." Mr. Ruble describes in chrono­
logical order the growth of the firm through 
building and buying of other companies, as well 
as through experimenting with concrete termi­
nals, rust prevention, and chemical weed con­
trols. The last third of the work is devoted to 
the business expansion of the company after 
Peavey's death in 1901 to 1953 when the 
principal interest in the Russell-Mifler Milhng 
Company was acquired. 

TWO ARTICLES of particular interest to 
readers of this magazine appear in the Swedish 
Pioneer for July, 1965. A brief report by Roy 
Swanson tells of the "Fahlstrom Memorial 
Dedicated in Afton Township, Minnesota" to 
the state's first Swede, Jacob Fahlstrom, and 
his Indian wife. The dedication was sponsored 
by the historical society of the Minnesota con­
ference of the Methodist church in honor of 
the "Indian Swede" who went to the Fort Snell­
ing area around 1820 and was active for twenty-
two years in missionary efforts on the frontier. 
The second article, written by Walfrid Engdahl, 
considers the political career of "Magnus John­
son — Colorful Farmer-Labor Senator from 
Minnesota." One of the first two Farmer-La­
borites to be elected to the United States Senate, 
Johnson was also backed by the Nonpartisan 
League and the Working People's Non-Par-
tisan League. The author points out that the 
Swedish-born farmer, aligned with progressives 
such as George W. Norris of Nebraska and 
Robert M. LaFollette of Wisconsin, succeeded 
in "obtaining a survey on butter imports which 
resulted in higher tariffs for the protection of 
the American dairy farmers," but that in gen­
eral his two-year stint in Congress had not 
resulted in the achievements promised during 
his campaign. 

THE JANUARY, 1964, issue of Northern 
Lights, published by the Minnesota Region of 
the Antique Automobile Club of America, is 
devoted to a "Pictorial Gallery of Minnesota-
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made Cars and Trucks." Among those pictured 
in reproductions of old photographs and adver­
tisements are the Luverne, the Magnofia, the 
Woffe, the Wilcox, the Pan, the Maplebay, 
the Duesenberg, and the Wallof and Gopher 
trucks. Also included in the issue is "the most 
complete listing presently available of cars and 
trucks manufactured in Minnesota." Twenty-
four automobiles and eight trucks are named, 
along with dates and places of manufacture 
where these are known. 

HISTORICAL RESOURCES of three of Min­
nesota's Chippewa Indian reservations receive 
attention in a series of studies sponsored by the 
bureau of Indian affairs and prepared in 1964 
by Aguar, Jyring and Whiteman, planning as­
sociates. Under the general title Tourist and 
Recreational Resources are booklets for the 
Leech Lake (29 p . ) , Bois Forte (25 p . ) , and 
White Earth reservations (21 p . ) . Each of 
these includes a thoughtfully written section on 
"historic and cultural sites," examining how 
such features as prehistoric mounds, early trad­
ing post sites, Indian missions, and in one case 
an old logging camp, can be developed as au­
thentic and informative tourist attractions. Par­
ticular attention is given to the economic 
potential of history in the case of Leech Lake, 
which, according to the planners, probably has 
"as large a number of sites of old fur trading 
posts, early Indian viflages, burial mounds, and 
other points of historical and cultural interest" 
as can be found "anywhere in the State of 
Minnesota." A full-page map shows the loca­
tion of places of historical interest in the Leech 
Lake area. 

THE STORY of the Dodd Road and the man 
for whom it was named is recounted in the 
January, 1966, issue of the Dakota County His­
torical Society's publication, Over The Years. 
The article tells how settlers in the St. Peter and 
Minnesota River area, under the supervision of 
Captain William B. Dodd and Auguste L. Lar­
penteur, built the sixty-five-mile road from Rock 
Bend (now St. Peter) to St. Paul in 109 days 
during the spring of 1853. The road made it 
possible for pioneers who "had no way of 
getting their surplus produce to St. Paul" to 
make the trip throughout the year. The article 
points out that, on the recommendation of Cap­
tain Jesse L. Reno, Dodd was reimbursed for 
his expenditures in the project at $188 per mile. 
His subsequent career is also briefly traced. 

IN 1964 the Minnesota Historical Society un­
dertook a project to evaluate the achievements 
of Minnesota's first twenty-nine governors. A 

panel of thirty-two qualified historians and poli­
tical scientists was asked to rank in order and to 
comment on the five governors whom each felt 
had made the greatest contributions to the 
state; twenty-three completed and returned the 
evaluation form. The results of this survey have 
now been tabulated and are reproduced in 
mimeographed form along with a fourteen-page 
commentary by the society's director, Russell 
W. Fridley. The document reveals that the sur­
vey participants cast their votes for only fifteen 
governors; fourteen of the state's chief execu­
tives received no mention at all. The five judged 
most outstanding were in order of theff ratings: 
Floyd B. Olson (1931-36), John S. Pillsbury 
(1876-82), Alexander Ramsey (1860-63), 
John A. Johnson (1905-09), and Harold E. 
Stassen (1939-43). In his analysis of the fig­
ures, Mr. Fridley points out that Olson led the 
field by a considerable majority and that Mr. 
Stassen was only one vote ahead of Luther W. 
Youngdahl (1947-51), who "narrowly missed 
inclusion in the 'select five.'" The other nine 
governors mentioned all received ratings mark­
edly below these six. They were in order: Henry 
H. Sibley (1858-60), John Lind (1899-1901), 
Orville L. Freeman (1955-61), William R. 
Marshafl (1866-70), Adolph O. Eberhart 
(1909-15), Lucius B. Hubbard (1882-87), 
Knute Nelson (1893-95), Theodore Christian-
son (1925-31), and Jacob A. O. Preus (1921-
25). Former Governor Ehner L. Andersen and 
incumbent Governor Karl F. Rolvaag were not 
included in the study. Mr. Fridley goes on to 
examine parallels among the careers of the out­
standing chief executives and to evaluate the 
reasons given by the panelists for their selec­
tions. 

A by-product of this study — and of Mr. 
Fridley's deep interest in Minnesota's political 
history — is an article by him pubfished in ffie 
Minneapolis Tribune for September 11. Under 
the title "Are Past Governors Pattern for Fu­
ture?" he makes a number of observations con­
cerning the men who have been selected for the 
state's highest office. Among other things, he 
finds that "they have been a remarkably youffi-
ful lot," averaging only forty-three years when 
first elected; that they "have been drawn from 
two general ethnic backgrounds" — Yankee and 
Scandinavian; and that most have resided either 
in the Twin Cities or the southern part of the 
state. He concludes that "Mirmesota's struggles 
for the governorship reflect a colorful blend of 
the conservatism and radicalism that have 
shaped the state's volatile political tiadition — 
Republican predominance, continuing agrarian 
protest, numerous third parties and attraction 
to independent candidates." 
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