











border. The United States government, al- and advancing civilization the company
though committed to fostering this expan- altered its internal structure and practices as
sion, also tried to protect the Indians by circumstances required. It did not, however,
such paternalistic methods as establishing originate. Astor was an adapter, not an in-
trading factories, Indian agents, and army novator. Thus, if inventiveness is a truly
policemen — devices unheard of north of Yankee trait, then the American Fur Com-
the border, where settlement spread slowly. pany was not fully American. Otherwise it
In meeting these pressures of government was typically a product of its times.
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