








THE RETURNING ASTORIANS (above) 
are depicted in one of many fur trade paint­
ings in the Oregon Trail Museum at Scotts 
Bluff, Nebraska. Named for one of Ashley's 
lieutenants, the place has been a national 
monument since 1919. A few miles to the 
west is Roubadeau Pass (top left) where in 
1849 Joseph Robidoux, Jr. — the name 
has acquired many spellings — operated a 
blacksmith shop and trading post. 

Fort Laramie, Wyoming, most famous of 
all the Platte River posts, was pivotal to the 
entire fur trade of the Plains and the Rockies. 
The adobe sutler's store of 1849 (center left) 
represents the transition to military contiol. 
Ten miles west is Register Cliff (lower left), 
the location of Seth E. Ward's tiading post. 

Crossing the continental divide in Wyo­
ming is South Pass (below). First discov­
ered by Robert Stuart, it was found again 
by Ashley's men. 
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ACROSS tbe continental divide to the west, 
near Pinedale and Daniel, Wyoming, a small 
shrine to Father Pierre-Jean De Smet 
(above) overlooks the Green River Valley. 
The famed Jesuit missionary visited the last 
rendezvous there in 1840. At the headwaters 
of the Green River is Union Pass (left), a 
crucial point in the fortunes of the Astorian 
expedition of 1812. 

In many ways the fur trade is ideally com­
memorated in the museum at Moose, head­
quarters for Grand Teton National Park. 
The mountain range (below) was named 
by French-Canadian trappers in 1811. 
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