


The author pays Thwaites this compliment:
“Though Thwaites did not claim it . . . [his]
bibliography [of 1906], for all practical pur-
poses, was definitive.” Father Donnelly’s bibli-
ography covers more than fifty pages and is
especially rich for secondary sources and peri-
odical literature. Grace Lee Nute

A RECENT product of the reprint industry,
Guide to Reprints, 1967, edited by Albert J.
Diaz (Microcard Editions, Inc., Washington,
1967. 88 p. $4.00), contains some 12,000 en-
tries but somewhat fewer ttles, as many books
have been reprinted by more than one publish-
er. The scope of the work covers periodicals as
well as books, and the basic condition for in-
clusion is that the reprint should contain no
new composition apart from additional infor-
mation on the title page. Books reprinted by
the Minnesota Historical Society are listed, in-
cluding one volume which does not conform to
the criteria laid down. It is Five Fur Traders of
the Northwest edited by Charles M. Gates,
which was reprinted in 1965 with an entirely
new transcription of Peter Pond’s journal. A
number of articles reprinted from Minnesota
History are not listed. Material Likely to be
listed in Paperbacks in Print is excluded. About
a seventh of the entries deal with United States
history, broadly interpreted. The arrangement
is by author or by title in the case of periodicals.
The edition and date of publication of the origi-
nal book are frequently omitted.

Michael Brook

IN A SERIES of articles appearing in the Re-
porter and Farmer of Webster, South Dakota,
on October 19, November 2, and December 7,
1966, and in the Watertown (South Dakota)
Public Opinion of September 15, November 3,
and December 14 and 23, Herman P. Chilson
tells of efforts to locate the sites of camps estab-
lished by Indian scouts who patrolled the Min-
nesota-South Dakota border regjion in the years
following the Sioux Uprising. Under the direc-
tion of Joseph R. Brown, serving as “special
military agent at Fort Wadsworth” in .1865,
these scouts, according to Mr. Chilson, occupied
a line running from Lake Benton in Lincoln
County to the Big Sioux River, up that to Lake
Kampeska near present-day Watertown, north
to Enemy Swim Lake in Day County, South
Dakota, and thence to Lake Traverse. Among
those who served in the area the author lists
Pierre Bottineau, Cabriel and Victor Renville,
Solomon Two Stars, and Samuel J. Brown. In
the Reporter and Farmer of November 2 he de-
seribes conflicting manuscript references to the
camp near Enemy Swim Lake and recounts a
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recent interview with William De Coteau, a
ninel?/-three-year-old resident of the area, who
recalled that there had been “a scout camp . . .
in the woods” near the shore of the lake. A map
accompanying the article shows the probable
location. Two earlier camps, somewhat to the
west of the 1865 line, were tentatively located
by Mr. Chilson in Lynn and Scotland townships
of Day County.

A NEW SERIES entitled Classic American His-
torians under the general editorship of Paul M.
Angle has been initiated by the University of
Chicago Press. Each of the four published
books of the projected eight-volume series has
been abridged and provided with an introduc-
tion by a recognized scholar; documentation,
however, has been eliminated because, Mr.
Angle says, “books in this series were designed
for reading, not research.” The available vol-
umes are: The History of the United. States of
America from the Discovery of the Continent
by George Bancroft, edited by Russe]l B. Nye
(Chicago, 1966. xxvi, 366 p. Cloth, $8.50, pa-
per, $3.45); Abraham Lincoln: A History by
John G. Nicolay and John Hay, edited by Paul
M. Angle (Chicago, 1968. xix, 394 p. Cloth,
$8.50; paper, $3.43); The History of the Con-
quest of Mexico by William H. Prescott, edited
by C. Harvey Gardiner {Chicago, 1966. xxvi,
413 p. Cloth, $8.50; paper, $3.45); and His-
tory of the United States from the Compromise
of 1850 by James Ford Rhodes, edited by
Allan Nevins (Chicago, 1966. xxvi, 576 p.
Cloth, $10.00; paper, $3.95). The works of
Francis Parkman, Henry Adams, Moses Coit
Tyler, and John B. McMaster are planned
for future publication.

“GREY NUNS Voyage to Red River” is the title
of a historically based story by Robert George
Barclay, pubhshed in the Winter, 1966, issue
of The Beaver. The article describes how four
nuns of the Sisters of Charity, at the urging of
Bishop Joseph N. Provencher, traveled in 1844
from Montreal thyough the Great Lakes, Rainy
Lake, Lake of the Woods, the Winnipeg River,
and finally “the muddy Red River” to Lower
Fort Garry and, ultimately, to St. Boniface. The
journey of nearly two months duration was
undertaken by the sisters so that they might
continue the school teaching at that settlement
which had been begun in 1829 by Angelique
Nolin, daughter of a North West Company
trader.

AN ODD collection of balloon lore, pasted to-
gether in a sort of crazy-quilt scrapbook, has
been published by the Beacon Press under the
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title With Brass and Gas: An Illustrated and
Embellished Chronicle of Ballooning in Mid-
Nineteenth Century America (Boston, 1967.
238 p. $6.00.). The man with the scissors and
paste is Munson Baldwin, and the drawings—
which add much to the book’s attractiveness
—are by Owen Wood. Other embellishments
include a variety of type faces, column widths,
omamental borders, and page arrangements,
planned “to impart the flavor of the %eriod."
The volume is strictly for those who relish the
quaint and curious without continuity or factual
reference; the history-minded reader will feel
like the unnamed balloon passenger who found
that “there are no intermediate points by which
the eye can be gradually conducted downwards;
so that the impression of height upon the senses
— which causes dizziness~—is indefinite, vague.”
A list of sources is given, including books, maga-
zines, and newspapers, but none of the extracts
used is identified. All appear to be from the
1850s. The arrangement and cutting make them
seem like a babble of voices interrupting and
shouting each other down, yet one draws from
the clamor a feeling of the Popular excitement
stirred by balloons and the strange blend of
science and showmanship that inspired the nine-
teenth-century aeronaut, Midwestern balloonists
are well represented, among them John H.
Steiner, whose visit to Minnesota in 1863 was
the second attempt at aerostation in the North
Star State. Steiner’s race with the French aero-
naut, Eugéne Godard, in October, 18538, trom
Cincinnati, is covered in a few breathless quo-
tations without mention of place or date.
Rhoda R. Gilman

THE LETTERS and journal of Henry A. Boller:
Missouri River Fur Trader, edited by Ray H.
Mattison, have been reprinted from the 1966
Spring and Summer issues of North Dakota His-
tory (Bismarck, 1966. 171 p.). Dated between
1857 and 1860, the letters comprise the first
two-thirds of the book and were written chiefly
on board the steamer “Twilight” or from Fort
Atkinson. The journal covers the months of Sep-
tember through December, 1857, and was kept
while Boller was stationed at Like-a-Fishhook-
Village near Fort Atkinson. Boller was for a time
a partner of Charles Larpenteur and visited St.
Paul in 1860; he was also, as Mr. Mattison
points out, “articulate and highly literate,” and
his writing describes “in great detail his life as
a fur trader among the Indians.” Illustrations,
principally by Karl Bodmer and Phijlippe Régis
de Trobriand, accompany the text.

JOHN PARKER, in a 1964 Burton lecture pub-
lished by the Historical Society of Michigan,
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tells of The Great Lakes and the Great Rivers:
Jonathan Carver’s Dream of Empire (Lansing,
Michigan, 1965. 18 p.). The annotated booklet
draws largely from the unpublished manuscript
journals that Carver kept before writing his
Travels through the interior parts of North
America. After describing briefly the area trav-
ersed by the explorer in 1766-67 during an un-
successful attempt to find a northwest passage,
Mr. Parker examines Carver’s map that defined
eleven proposed provinces of “a great inland
empire,” and his plan for using the waterways
between the Great Lakes, the Gulf of Mexico,
and the Mississippi River for commerce,

A LONC-FELT NEED has been answered by
the publication of Dissertations in History: An
Index to Dissertations Completed in History
Departments of United States and Canadian
Universities, 1873-1960, compiled by Warren
F. Kuehl (1965. 249 p.). In the introduction,
Mr. Kuehl points out that he has included only
doctoral theses for which degrees have been
conferred by a formally organized history de-
partment: that closely related fields such as
American studies and American civilization are
not considered; and that no indication of publi-
cation is provided — primarily because length
became prohibitive and because of “the seem-
ingly impossible task of determining what con-
stitutes publication.” The “Numerical Survey”
cites the University of Minnesota as having
granted 144 doctoral degrees in history, begin-
ning with two in 1888. The subject index has 33
entries under the Minnesota heading.

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

THE FIRST adequate published record of the
many historic markers to be found along Min-
nesota’s highways was produced this winter by
the Minnesota Historical Society. The booklet,
entitled History Along the Highways: An Off-
cial Guide to Minnesota State Markers and
Monuments (1967. 66 p. Illustrations, maps
$2.00), was compiled by June Drenning Holm-
quist, Sue E. Holbert, and Dorothy Drescher
Perry, all members of the society’s publications
staff. It is the third booklet to appear in the
Minnesota Historic Sites Pamphlet Series fi-
nanced by appropriations from the Natural
Resources Fund.

In jt are included the legends of 166 markers
and monuments, divided into three groups (his-
torical markers, state monuments, and geologi-
cal markers) and numbered for easy location on
the booklet’s six full-page maps. The oldest
group represented is the state monuments—
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each created by statute between the years 1873
and 1929. Many of these are located in ceme-
teries and all are more commemorative than in-
formative. By the 1930s the automobile had
become a leading means of recreation, and in
this decade the first 112 highway markers were
erected by the state department of highways in
co-operation with the historical society. These
were aimed at a traveling public more interested
in facts than veneration.

In an informative introduction, Mrs. Holm-
quist reviews the rather hapless history of the
program since 1940 — a record of divided re-
sponsibility and inadequate funding that ended
with the passage of the Minnesota Historic Sites
Acts of 1965, which gave full responsibility for
authorizing and erecting markers to the histori-
cal society and provided funds for development
of the program. A measure of the confusion that
had been generated over the years was the fact
that no single agency possessed an up-to-date
list of historical markers in existence, not to
mention an accurate record of the legends ap-
pearing on them. The task of preparing the
present booklet was therefore a formidable one,
and despite “diligent efforts,” the compilers ad-
mit that “it is very possible that some significant
markers may have been missed.” A practical
acknowledgement of this appears at the end of
the book, where blank forms are provided for
the vse of the reader who may stumble upon
an unrecorded legend at some bend of the high-
Wﬂy.

ADDITIONS to the ever-growing list of busi-
ness histories include four of special interest to
Minnesotans: Sunlight on Your Doorstep: The
Minneapolis Tribune's First Hundred Years,
1867-1967 by Bradley L. Morison (Minne-
apolis, Ross and Haines, Inc., 1966. 149 p.
Cloth, $3.95; paper, $1.75); Cargill Beginnings
. .. an Account of Early Years by John L.
Work (Minneapolis, 1965. 154 p.); In Quest of
Quality: Hormel's First 75 Years by Richard
Dougherty (Austin, 1966. 357 p. Illustrations.
$3.95); and The Unigue Voice of Service: The
Story of the Kahler Corporation by Clark J.
Pahlas (Rochester, 1964. 166 p.).

Among the co-operatives in the state which
have noted anniversaries by publishing com-
memorative booklets are: the Twin City Milk
Producers Association with 50 Years: An Anni-
versary History (n.p., 1966) of the organization
which covers dairy producers in twenty-two
counties in Minnesota and ten in Wiscopsin;
Roseau Electric Cooperative, Incorporated:
25th Anniversary 1940-1965 (Roseau, »n.d.),
the story of that group’s furnishing of power to
2,500 members in Beltrami, Marshall, and Ro-
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seau counties; and Out of the Dark Ages: A His-
tory of the Agralite Cooperative by Harold
Severson (n.p., 1965. 32 p.), that recounts the
same general information about the Benson-
based organization which supplies electricity to
nearly 4,400 members in Swift, Stevens, Big
Stone, and Pope counties.

An attractive thirty-ive-page pamphlet en-
titled A Century of Service: The Centenniol
Story of the St. Paul District, Army Corps of
Engineers (1966) by Franklin J. Ryder traces
the development of that group’s work {rom the
preservation of the Falls of St. Anthony through
dam Dbuilding, flood control, and harbor im-
provement.

A HANDSOME and substantial-looking volume
by Richard S. Prosser has appeared under the
title Rails to the North Siar (Minneapolis,
1966. 283 p.). While the full story of the
vital part played by railroads in the develop-
ment of Minnesota hias never been told, this
book will do little to fill the gap. The first
115 pages are devoted to an annotated history
of the state’s railroads from territorial times
to 1962. As the author acknowledges in his
introduction, it was bastily done and is far
from complete. The main sources used were
the records of the Minnesota Railroad and
Warehouse Commission, a number of reminis-
cent articles from the Minnesota Historical
Collections, and fifteen or twenty books of
varying reliability. No manuscript sources were
used, nor was there any systeratic examina-
tion of scholarly work already done on this large
and complex subject. Although it is claimed
that the book deals “with all facets of railroad
development,” it is mainly an account of rail-
road construction in the state. The financial
history and economic impact of the railroads
is scarcely touched upon; the author attempts
to deal with regulation, but he would have
done better to avoid the subject. His claim of
factual accuracy must also be denied. For ex-
ample: the “virgin voyage” of the “Virginia”
in 1823 was not made on the Minnesota River;
the Hudson’s Bay Company “of Canada” did
pot use “water entirely for shipments from St.
Paul”; work on the line from Winona to St.
Peter in 1864-70 could hardly have been
slowed by “hard times and harrassments from
the Indians,” for this was a period of prosperity,
and virtually all Indians had been removed from
southeastern Minnesota in 1863; finally, Jay
Cooke failed in 1873 not 1893.

The miscellaneous information presented in
the second half of the book is probably its
most substantial contribution. Fifty-six pages
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are devoted to an alphabetical “Summavy of
Railroad Companies Which Built in Minnesota,”
based on the records of the Railroad and Ware-
house Commission and giving incorporation
date, stated purpose, building record, a?qui-
sitions and mergers, and present ownership of
al] lines. There is a similar summary of corpor-
ations which built street and electric railways
in the state, as well as alphabetical listings of
those companies of both kinds which were in-
corporated but did not build. The researcher
will no doubt find these to be useful check
lists, especially in regard to dates of building
and the extemsion of lines to specific places.
An interesting map section shows the growth
of the state’s railway network by decades from
1870 to 1960; the growth of individual com-
panies now operating in the state; taconit_e
mining railroads; logging railroads; and trausit
and interurban lines. This is followed by mis-
cellaneous documents, a short picture section,
and a list of state statutes “Governing Regula-
tion of Railroads.” The bibliography is so in-
complete that it is virtually useless. The serious
historian will find that the book must be used
with great care; the ordinary reader will find
it attractive but confusing and poorly written.

Rhoda R. Gilman

THE OLMSTED County Historical Society’s
acquisition of Mayowood, the home of Drs.
Charles H. and Charles W. Mayo in Rochester,
is noted in the Summer, 1966, issue of the
Quarterly of the Midwest Museums Conference
of the American Association of Museuns.

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

THE Solon J. Buck Award for 1966 has been
presented to James L. Clayton for his article on
“The Growth and Economic Significance of the
American Fur Trade, 1790-1890” which ap-
peared in the Winter, 1966, issue of Minnesota
History. Mr. Clayton, who bhas been visiting
professor of history at Dartmouth College dur-
ing the past year, will resume his academic
duties at the Upiversity of Utah this fall. His
winning article was chosen by a committee
consisting of Kenneth Carley, author of The
Sioux Uprising of 1862, Clarke A. Chambers,
professor of history at the University of Minne-
sota, and Rhoda R. Gilman, editor of the maga-
zine, who announced the award at the so-
ciety’s apnual meeting in St. Paul on May 11.

THE MINNESOTA Historical Society’s annual
MecKnight Foundation research grant for 1967
has been awarded to Lucile M. Kane and June
D. Holmquist, who will use the funds for re-
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search leading to editing of the 1817 and 1823
journals of Major Stephen H. Long. As a mem-
ber of the United States Corps of Topographi-
cal Engineers, Long traveled up the Mississippi
from St. Louis in 1817 to pinpoint the future
site of Fort Snelling. On his second journey in
1823, also made under army auspices, he sur-
veyed the Minnesota and Red rivers and
crossed the present Minnesota-Ontario Jake
region and Lake Superior. His journals of both
expeditions are owned by the society, which
published the first in unedited form in 1860
and reprinted it in 1890. The journal of the
1823 trip has never been published. Miss Kane
is the society’s curator of manuscripts; Mrs.
Holmquist is its associate editor.

IN CO-OPERATION with the Fort Sne]ling
State Park Association, the Minnesota Histori-
cal Society has prepared a baooklet entitled Old
Mendota: A Proposal for Addition of Land to
Fort Snelling State Historical Park (St. Paul,
1966. 22 p. Map, illustrations). The report,
which suggests a seventy-five-acre addition to
the Fort Snelling park, was presented to the
State Department of Conservation and to the
Minnesota Outdoor Recreation Resources Com-
mission; if it is approved by these groups, “ap-
propriate legislation will be introduced into the
1967 session” of the state legislature. In addi-
Hon to a brief history of Mendota and a look at
the future of the area, the publication includes
two appendixes and a bibliography.

RUSSELL W. FRIDLEY is the author of His-
toric Sites of North Dakota: A report on Their
Preservation, Development and Interpretation
(n.p., 1967. 30 p.). The pamphlet was prepared
for the North Dakota Historical Society in co-
operation with the North Dakota State Outdoor
Recreational Agency and deals with “historic
sites . . . that visibly portray the heritage and
which uniquely belong to the Flickertail State.”
Mr. Fridley examines the sixty existing sites
preserved in the state — fifty-one of which are
administered by the historical society — in the
light of their significance, their geographical
distribution, their maintenance, and their inter-
pretation. The booklet concludes with specific
recornmendations for a state-wide historic sites
program. A helpful map augments the text.

IN the Fall issue of Minnesota History incom-
plete information was given by the editors as
to the availability of Heather Gilbert's book,
Awakening Continent: The Life of Lord Mount
Stephen. The book is readily obtainable from
the Aberdeen University Press, Aberdeen, Scot-
land. The price is $6.00.
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