











cal Society, which hopes to restore partially
the stern section for display adjacent to its
museum.

A LOOK at The Face of Minneapolis (Minneap-
olis, 1966. 231 p.}, taken by Jerome Liebling
and Don Morrison, includes a capsule history
of the metropolis “Intended as no more than
a glimpse of the city’s origins, and a hint of
the natural advantages, grasped opportunities
and citizen vigor that combined to spur the
phenomenal growth of a backwoods village that
got a very late start in lite.” Excellent photo-
graphs by Mr. Liebling comprise the bulk of
the book and greatly enhance Mr. Morrison’s
lighthearted considerations of the Mill City in
the four seasons, its people, homes, churches,
buinesses, education, and cultural activities.
Another recent publication reveals Minnesota
in Pictures through the camera of Robert Berg-
man (Minneapolis, 1967. n.p.). Sixteen of the
172 pictures are in color. A brief introduction
by Theodore C. Blegen points out that this
photographic “collection is memorable for a
variety that offers more than the dimension of
breadth. . . a contribution to the record of
Minnesota and its people from far yesterdays
to the present.”

THE STORY of “The Soudan Mine and Min-
nesota Iron Co.” is told by Kenneth Duncan in
a substantial article appearing in Skillings’
Mining Review for November 4, 1967. Mr.
Duncan brings together much scattered in-
formation never betore made available in one
place, focusing on the management of the com-
pany which opened the Soudan, Minnesota's
first iron mine, in 1884. Although he carries the
account to 1963, when the mine was finally
closed with “a record in the Lake Superior
region of never missing a year of shipment for
a full 80 years,” the bulk of the article is de-
voted to the period before 1901. In that year
the Soudan, along with the other holdings of
the Minnesota Iron Company, came under the
control of the United States Steel Corporation.
Reviewing the story of early explorations on
both the Mesabi and Vermilion ranges, he tells
of the efforts of two Minnesotans, George C.
Stone and George R. Stuntz, to interest eastern
capital in the area and their ultimate success
when the Pennsylvania industrialist, Charle-
magne Tower, commenced mining operations
at the Soudan and built the Duluth and Iron
Range Railroad, Mr. Duncan then follows the
various shifts in control, each involving a step
toward the consolidation which culminated in
1901. Thumbnail sketches of the major per-
sonalities are included, with somewhat more
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extended treatment given to Don H. Bacon,
president of Minnesota Iron from 1891 to 1901,
who, the author snggests, may have “wielded
more power in the mining region for a sub-
stantial period” than any other single man,
The article is illustrated with several early
photographs, including one of Bacon, ’

ANOTHER REPORT has appeared in the series
issued by the Minnesota Historical Society and
the University of Minnesota as a part of the
state natural resources program on prehistoric
archaeology. In this Archaeological Survey and
Excavation of the Stumme [sic] and Vach Sites,
Pine County, Minnesota, 1966 (11 p.  $.50) Le-
land R. Cooper describes the results of mapping
and test-trenching done at these two locations
on the banks of the Snake River near Pokegama
Lake. The booklet includes a map and eight
photographs, seven of which show burial pits
unearthed at the Stumne site.

A SMALL SETTLEMENT in Nicollet County,
established ten miles northwest of St. Peter in
1855 by Swedish immigrants, receives atten-
tion in the Swedish Pioneer for July, 1967.
Emeroy Johnson tells “What An Old Minnesota
Church Register Reveals” about the 864 settlers
whose names, dates and places of birth, dates
of arrival in America, and dates of affiliation
with the Swedish Lutheran church are listed
therein. The article indicates that the majority
of the immigrants were from Skine, followed
by many from Smiland, and Wistergitland.

TWO MEMBERS of the society’s staff are
represented in the current issue of the Min-
nesota Archaeologist (Volume 29, number 1).
Writing on “Archeological Excavations at Grand
Portage: An 18th Century Fur Trade Metrop-
olis,” Alan R. Woolworth, chief of the museum
and historic sites departments, outlines the
importance of northeastern Minnesota’s “Great
Carrying Place” and tells the history of archae-
ological explorations there, particularly those
conducted since the creation of Grand Portage
National Monument in 1960. The article is
accompanied by a map and photographs of a
number of artifacts uncovered there. To the
same magazine C. Margaret Kimball, who was
museum registrar and tour guide in 1965-67,
has contributed a short note on four “Renais-
sance ‘Trade’ Medals in Minnesota.” The
Autumn, 1967, number of Wisconsin Tales and
Trails includes an article on “Menomonie’s
Mabel Tainter Memorial” written by Rhoda R.
Gilman, editor of Minnesota History, and il-
lustrated with photographs by FEugene D.
Becker, the society’s curator of pictures.
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