






sissippi include the "Virginia's" first trip to Fort 
Snelhng in 1823 with Lawrence Taliaferro and 
Giacomo Beltrami aboard; the "Fashionable 
Tours" of mid-century to the Falls of St. 
Anthony and Fort Snelling; the immigrants who 
"changed the upper Mississippi Valley from a 
frontier to a populous and thriving agricultural 
area"; and the race in 1858 between the "Grey 
Eagle" and the "Itasca." The volume is indexed 
and liberally illustrated but is not annotated. 

A NEW PUBLICATION devoted primarily to 
the customs and lore of the Plains Indians has 
been started by the California Indian Hobbyist 
Association. Entitled The Singing Wire, it ap­
pears monthly and in addition to brief articles 
and pictm"es, it includes announcements and 
communications from members of the associa­
tion. Suggestions and contributions are solicited. 
Inquiries should be addressed to the editor at 
8410 Mammoth Avenue, Panorama City, 
California. 

A CONFERENCE devoted to "The Western 
Frontier as Travelers Reported It" will be held 
at Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, 
Illinois, on February 22 and 23, 1968. Among 
the speakers scheduled are Herman R. Friis, 
Archibald Hanna, Dale L. Morgan, John T. 
Flanagan, John Porter Bloom, and John C. 
Ewers. The chairman of the gathering will be 
John Francis McDermott, research professor 
of humanities at Southern Illinois University. 
The papers and discussion will center around 
available resources of travel literature from the 
frontier period. 

SCHOLARLY SCRUTINY of Minnesota's F. 
Scott Fitzgerald continues unabated. A recent 
addition is a book by Robert Sklar entitled F. 
Scott Fitzgerald: The Last Laocoon (New York, 
1967. 376 p.) which is essentially a study of 
the "genteel romantic hero" figure whom the 
author believes to be the nucleus around which 
Fitzgerald's fiction revolved. Mr. Sklar indi­
cates that "the quality of critical and creative 
intelHgence" has not been ascribed to the jazz-
age apostle and has wiitten this study to correct 
the record. The Critical Reputation of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald: A Bibliographical Study by Jackson 
R. Bryer (Hamden, Connecticut, 1967. 434 p.) 
gathers together in six sections a wealth of 
reviews, articles, books and book sections, for­
eign comments, and graduate research efforts 
concerning the St. Paul-born writer's literary 
output. Mr. Bryer attempts to "make clear that 
Fitzgerald was the object of considerable criti­
cal attention during his lifetime" as well as 
after 1940, the year which marked the resur­

gence of interest in his work. The author also 
says that it is "the most important purpose of 
this work to suggest some . . new areas of 
critical investigation." A brief and helpful in­
troduction precedes each section of the bibliog­
raphy, including the index. 

THE CONTINUING debate over The Art 
of Sinclair Lewis is extended in a new book 
by D. J. Dooley (Lincoln, Nebraska, 1967. 
286 p.). The volume is chronologically organ­
ized, weaving the story of Lewis' life, his novels, 
and criticism of his work together. In the con­
cluding chapter entitled "The Author, the 
Critics, and the Nightmare World," Mr. Dooley 
says that it "is noteworthy that the part of 
America [the Midwest] which he most often 
attacked was that for which he had the greatest 
hope." The book is annotated and includes a 
bibliography and an index. 

MEMORIES of ninety years in the St. Croix 
Valley are reviewed in an article appearing in 
the October, 1967, issue of the Independent 
Banker. Under the title " 'Ghost Country' Bank­
er," author Bill McDonald interviews Carl H. 
Sommer of Rush City, whose seventy-five years 
of banking in Minnesota recently earned him 
the designation of "Minnesota's Distinguished 
Senior Banker" from Governor Harold LeVan-
der. The article describes changes in the area 
since Mr. Sommer's birth near Rush City in 
1877, with particular emphasis upon the many 
homesteaders who settled the cutover lands of 
the Wisconsin "barrens," only to leave when 
they found the soil too unproductive for 
farming. 

T H E M I N N E S O T A SCENE 

LOW WATER in the upper Mississippi River 
near Aitkin during the fall of 1967 revealed the 
sunken hull of a nearly forgotten river steamer, 
according to an article in the Aitkin Independ­
ent Age for September 20. The story of the relic 
is told by Dorothy McMunn, who points out 
that the boat — the "Andy Gibson" — was 120 
feet long when launched in 1884 and was later 
extended to 140 feet, being the "largest river-
boat to operate the Mississippi in this area." 
Mrs. McMunn tells of how, after its retirement 
in 1892, the boat was dismantled and sank 
slowly into the mud, the "hull filled with river 
silt from annual floods, her giant triple tandem 
rudders imbedded in four feet of Mississippi 
muck." According to the author the hull has 
been presented to the Aitkin County Histori-
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cal Society, which hopes to restore partially 
the stern section for display adjacent to its 
museum. 

A LOOK at The Face of Minneapolis (Minneap­
olis, 1966. 231 p.), taken by Jerome Liebling 
and Don Morrison, includes a capsule history 
of the metropolis "intended as no more than 
a glimpse of the city's origins, and a hint of 
the natural advantages, grasped opportunities 
and citizen vigor that combined to spur the 
phenomenal growth of a backwoods village that 
got a very late start in life." Excellent photo­
graphs by Mr. Liebling comprise the bulk of 
the book and greatly enhance Mr. Morrison's 
lighthearted considerations of the Mill City in 
the four seasons, its people, homes, churches, 
buinesses, education, and cultural activities. 
Another recent publication reveals Minnesota 
in Pictures through the camera of Robert Berg­
man (Minneapohs, 1967. n.p.). Sixteen of the 
172 pictures are in color. A brief introduction 
by Theodore C. Blegen points out that this 
photographic "collection is memorable for a 
variety that offers more than the dimension of 
breadth. . . a contribution to the record of 
Minnesota and its people from far yesterdays 
to the present." 

THE STORY of "The Soudan Mine and Min­
nesota Iron Co." is told by Kenneth Duncan in 
a substantial article appearing in Skillings' 
Mining Review for November 4, 1967. Mr. 
Duncan brings together much scattered in­
formation never before made available in one 
place, focusing on the management of the com­
pany which opened the Soudan, Minnesota's 
first iron mine, in 1884. Although he carries the 
account to 1963, when the mine was finally 
closed with "a record in the Lake Supeiior 
region of never missing a year of shipment for 
a full 80 years," the bulk of the article is de­
voted to the period before 1901. In that year 
the Soudan, along with the other holdings of 
the Minnesota Iron Company, came under the 
control of the United States Steel Corporation. 
Reviewing the story of early explorations on 
both the Mesabi and Vermilion ranges, he tells 
of the efforts of two Minnesotans, George C. 
Stone and George R. Stuntz, to interest eastern 
capital in the area and their ultimate success 
when the Pennsylvania industrialist, Charle­
magne Tower, commenced mining operations 
at the Soudan and built the Duluth and Iron 
Range Railroad. Mr. Duncan then follows the 
various shifts in control, each involving a step 
toward the consohdation which culminated in 
1901. Thumbnail sketches of the major per­
sonalities are included, with somewhat more 

extended treatment given to Don H. Bacon, 
president of Minnesota Iron from 1891 to 1901, 
who, the author suggests, may have "wielded 
more power in the mining region for a sub­
stantial period" than any other single man. 
The article is illustrated with several early 
photographs, including one of Bacon. 

ANOTHER REPORT has appeared in the series 
issued by the Minnesota Historical Society and 
the University of Minnesota as a part of the 
state natural resources program on prehistoric 
archaeology. In this Archaeological Survey and 
Excavation of the Stumme [sic] and Vach Sites, 
Pine County, Minnesota, 1966 (11 p. $.50) Le-
land R. Cooper describes the results of mapping 
and test-trenching done at these two locations 
on the banks of the Snake River near Pokegama 
Lake. The booklet includes a map and eight 
photographs, seven of which show burial pits 
unearthed at the Stumne site. 

A SMALL SETTLEMENT in Nicollet County, 
established ten miles northwest of St. Peter in 
1855 by Swedish immigrants, receives atten­
tion in the Swedish Pioneer for July, 1967. 
Emeroy Johnson tells "What An Old Minnesota 
Church Register Reveals" about the 864 settlers 
whose names, dates and places of birth, dates 
of arrival in America, and dates of affiliation 
with the Swedish Lutheran church are listed 
therein. The article indicates that the majority 
of the immigrants were from Skane, followed 
by many from Smaland, and Wastergotland. 

TWO MEMBERS of the society's staff are 
represented in the current issue of the Min­
nesota Archaeologist (Volume 29, number 1). 
Writing on "Archeological Excavations at Grand 
Portage: An 18th Century Fur Trade Metrop­
olis," Alan R. Woolworth, chief of the museum 
and historic sites departments, outlines the 
importance of northeastern Minnesota's "Great 
Carrying Place" and tells the history of archae­
ological explorations there, particularly those 
conducted since the creation of Grand Portage 
National Monument in 1960. The article is 
accompanied by a map and photographs of a 
number of artifacts uncovered there. To the 
same magazine C. Margaret Kimball, who was 
museum registrar and tour guide in 1965-67, 
has contributed a short note on four "Renais­
sance 'Trade' Medals in Minnesota." The 
Autumn, 1967, number of Wisconsin Tales and 
Trails includes an article on "Menomonie's 
Mabel Tainter Memorial" written by Rhoda R. 
Gilman, editor of Minnesota History, and il­
lustrated with photographs by Eugene D. 
Becker, the society's curator of pictures. 
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