






On the surface the Sioux reserves in Man­
itoba and Saskatchewan present a favor­
able appearance to a visitor from the 
United States. The economic distress of 
their occupants is partially masked by an 
ambitious housing program that on some 
reserves has placed most of the people in 
neat new dwellings. Oak River presents the 
most satisfactory prospect. It has the largest 
amount of good land, the largest number 
of farmers actually working their land, the 
largest number of new pastel-painted 
houses. Birdtail Creek, with its widely scat­
tered houses, its weathered church, its un­
used school with shattered windows, has 
the appearance of partial abandonment, de­
spite the fact that the population there has 
increased from seventy-three in 1916 to 175 
in 1964. Oak Lake, too, has its quota of 
new houses and an attractive school build­
ing, but the visitor is likely to be more im­
pressed by the number of employable 
young men with nothing to do but race 
their cars back and forth along the dusty 
road that bisects the reserve. 

Standing Buffalo and Moose Woods (now 
officially called White Cap) give much the 
same appearance. On both there are new 
houses, attractive school buildings, old but 
well-maintained churches. When the annual 

^̂  Interviews with H. A. Matthews, Superintend­
ent, File Hills-Qu'Appelle Agency, Fort Qu'Appelle, 
Saskatchewan, August 12, 1966, and Wilham 
Eagle, resident of the Moose Woods reserve, Au­
gust 13, 1966; letter to the author from R. B. Kohls, 
Superintendent, Duck Lake Agency, Duck Lake, 
Saskatchewan, April 28, 1967. 

*̂ Letter to the author from D.A.H. Nield, Super­
intendent, Portage la Prairie Agency, May 8, 1967. 
According to Mr. Nield, the people at Portage la 
Prairie find employment as carpenters and as farm 
laborers, in addition to that furnished by the Camp­
bell Soup Company of Canada plant adjacent to 
the Sioux village. 

powwow takes place at Standing Buffalo in 
August, Indians from the other Sioux re­
serves gather, along with members of other 
tribes in western Canada and the northern 
United States. For a few days the hills of 
the Qu'Appelle Valley echo to the sound of 
drums and the Indians perhaps forget their 
economic plight. But behind the facade are 
the grim facts. Poor like the other Sioux, the 
people at Standing Buffalo are beset by fac­
tionalism— the ravine versus the prairie 
upland — and they are said to be more de­
pendent on the agency than other bands. 
Cattle raising gives the people at Moose 
Woods a somewhat better economic status, 
and employment is available in Saskatoon 
and at the Dundurn Army Base adjacent to 
the reserve.^^ 

Dreariest of all is the Wahpaton Sioux re­
serve near Prince Albert, the northern­
most point reached by the Sioux people. 
There are no new houses here; scattered 
over the reserve are log houses, many of 
them unoccupied. Although some land is 
cultivated, practically none of it is farmed 
by the Indians themselves. Employment — 
what there is — must be found in Prince 
Albert. By contrast, the Indians living in 
the Sioux village at Portage la Prairie have 
work available across the street at a mush­
room-processing plant. Their community, 
some of whose houses are quite new, gives 
an appearance of neatness and order. Mak­
ing no attempt to farm, they have not been 
affected by recent changes in agriculture. 
Like their ancestors nearly a century ago, 
they earn at least part of their living by 
working for their white neighbors.^^ 

In their Indian policies Canada and the 
United States have pursued divergent roads 
toward the same objective: bringing the 
Indian to a point of economic and social 
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equality with the rest of the population, to 
the end that he might participate fully 
in the collective life of the nation. Neither 
country has entirely succeeded. It is prob­
ably fair to say that Canada has had fewer 
obstacles to contend with. Settlement was 
slower, and the typical settler was less 
savagely anti-Indian in sentiment. Those 
Indians with a basis for comparison have 
noticed the difference. In 1914 Frederick H. 
Abbott, secretary of the Board of Indian 
Commissioners, visited the Standing Buf­
falo reserve and asked the chief if his peo­
ple would like to return to the United 
States. "No," was the reply, "we have 
visited our friends in the United States 
many times — we would not trade places 
with them. We are getting along all right. 
Our government treats us right." ̂ ^ 'pjjjg ^^^ 
a bleak period in the history of American 
Indian policy, and perhaps the chief would 
have answered differently had he been 
asked the same question in the 1930s and 
early 1940s. And one must not discount the 
natural feeling of loyalty to the country and 
locality of one's birth. Yet Canadian Indian 
pohcy has been on the whole more en­
lightened than United States policy. 
Canadian administration has been less sub­
ject to the spoils system and to the vagaries 
of economy-minded legislatures.^^ 

Despite these seeming advantages, Ca­

nadian Indian pohcy has yielded, for the 
Sioux, much the same results as American 
Indian policy: an economically depressed 
class, half assimilated, yet not fully ac­
cepted. Their aboriginal culture modified 
beyond recognition, the Sioux have not 
wholly embraced the white man's culture. 
The recipients of a dwindling number of 
services not afforded the general popula­
tion, they seem in both countries as yet un­
prepared to undertake their own support 
unaided. The thought inevitably suggests 
itself that, in the white man's campaign to 
eliminate the features of the Indian heri­
tage that he deemed undesirable, he may 
have vitiated in the Indian the qualities of 
character necessary to success as an inde­
pendent citizen in a changing society. 

*® Frederick H. Abbott, The Administration of 
Indian Affairs in Canada, 22 (Washington, 1915). 

^"The tenure of agents was generally longer 
than in the United States. Markle, who succeeded 
Herchmer at the Birtle Agency in 1886, remained 
until 1901, and his successor, G. H. Wheatley, 
stayed at least fifteen years. See 6 Parhament, 1 ses­
sion, Sessional Papers, no. 6, p. 121; 9 Parhament, 2 
session, Sessional Papers, no. 27, p . 126; Department 
of Indian Affairs, Annual Reports, 1916, p. 48. 

THE MODERN PHOTOGRAPHS used in this 
article were taken by the author in August, 1966. 
The picture of Standing Buffalo on page 16 is from 
the Minnesota Historical Society picture collection; 
that on page 24 is from the Gunn Collection, Mani­
toba Archives. 

Encampment on QuAppelle Lakes during August powwow at Standing Buffalo reserve 
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