The Valley of the Mississippi Illustrated. By
HENRY LEWIS. Translated by A. HERMINA
PoATGiETER. Edited by BERTHA L . HEIL-

RRON. (St. Paul, Minnesota Historical Society,
1967. xix, 423 p. Illustrations. $39.75.)
Reviewed by John Francis McDermott

HENRY LEWIS' panorama of the Mississippi
River was as ephemeral as its fellow travelogues,
but out of it came Das illustrirte Mississippithai, a permanent record of life on the river in
the mid-nineteenth century and a charming
monument to its author. The seventy-eight colored lithographs, based on scenes in his gigantic
moving picture, have made it one of the most
sought-out volumes of Americana. Now, more
than a century after its publication, we have at
last the complete text in Engfish, accompanying
the reproduction of the entire set of views.
Although the editor has good reason to think
that the idea for the volume may have occurred
to Lewis as early as 1848, the book was no doubt
a publisher's project designed hopefully to reach
a large market in the multitude of European
emigrants heading for America. Original plans
called for separate issue of the fascicules in German and in Engfish, the text by Lewis being
turned into German by George B. Douglas.
However, after the first few parts appeared in
1854, difficulties developed. The German volume was completed in 1857, but only the first
ten chapters of the present edition, seventy-two
pages, were ever printed in English. In 1858 the
Mr. McDermott is research professor of humanities at Southern Illinois University. Among his
many works in the field of western history and
art is Seth Eastman: Pictorial Historian of the
Indian (1961).
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pubHsher failed and the book apparently had
but a small sale. In 1951 the Minnesota Historical Society acquired one of the two known sets
of the English fragment.
The Valley of the Mississippi Illustrated was
planned around the illustrations. Lewis began
at St. Louis, where he had lived for fourteen
years (the view of the city he used in the book
had originally been painted in 1846). Plate 2,
showing a steamboat wooding at night, introduced the prime interest of river travel. Plate 3,
entitled "Indian Deputation," (which he owed
to a sketch by his friend Captain Seth Eastman),
brought in the second theme of Indian life.
Thereafter he followed, in views and text, a
straight geographical order from Fort SnelHng
to the Gulf of Mexico, except that the sketch of
the mouth of the river was placed beside that
of the fort. His great concern was with the river
above St. Louis, to which he devoted sixty-two
scenes and three-fourths of his pages, perhaps
because he himself had made three voyages up
the river and none down, or perhaps because he
was essentially a Hudson River school landscapist and found the upper river more exciting. The
lithographs of lower river scenes are all based
on sketches by Charles Rogers, one of the artists
who assisted him on the panorama.
To accompany the pictures Lewis assembled
a suitable text which supplies "historical and
geographical descriptions" of the valley as well
as notes on the "manners, habits and customs of
the Indian tribes still found on its upper waters."
Henry Lewis, however, was no scholar. The text
he put together was largely a scissors-and-paste
job in which many errors resulted from hasty
transcription of his well-chosen contemporary
sources. His translator, Douglas, was by no
means an expert in the German language and
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managed to inject some of his own variations
and complications into the text. These faults,
feelingly described by Miss Poatgieter in her
preface, were overcome by assiduous historical
study and "imaginative sleuthing," as she aptly
calls it. The result is an ably managed merging
of the original English chapters with the thirtynine never before translated.
Equal difficulties confronting the editor are
spoken of in Miss Heilbron's preface. She had
the advantage of an acquaintance with Lewis'
work from the time she published in 1936 the
manuscript journal of his 1848 sketching voyage,
and she has dealt with Lewis problems in a number of articles and notes, particularly since 1951
when the present publication was first thought
of. Lewis had been intent on a popular volume
and made little acknowledgment of the sources
from which he borrowed — a procedure common enough in his day. He was often careless in
copying quotations, and he rarely used quotation marks. All of this posed interesting questions
for the editor, and she has been conspicuously
successful in answering them.
In her introduction Miss Heilbron has traced
the history of the book and given an admirably
concise account of Lewis' career. Here and in
the text she has provided documentation that
straightens out the complexities that would
otherwise confuse the reader. A fist of illustrations and an ample index give ready access to
the contents of this doubly interesting volume.
The translator, the editor, and the society are
truly to be congratulated on a difficult and valuable job superbly done. This reviewer's only
regret is that Miss Heilbron in her extensive
research into the life of Lewis was not able to
locate the paintings from which the lithographs
were made — what a find that would be!
WESTERN

ESSAYS

The American West: A Reorientation.

Edited

by GENE M . GRESSLEY. (Laramie, University

of Wyoming Publications,
$5.00.)

1966. 172 p.

Reviewed by Martin Ridge

WESTERN historians have been a discontented
lot for more than a generation. They readily
confessed — long before the death of Frederick
Jackson Turner and while Herbert E. Bolton
bound his students into a fascis held together
by a cord of Catholicism — that too much of
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the region's important history was still unwritten. But this has been changing. There has
been a movement away from studying Spanish
colonization toward analyzing modern immigration, from writing romantic narratives toward
producing analytical evaluations, from stereotypical portrayals toward case studies, and
from events described in a vacuum of regionalism toward episodes interpreted as a part of
the national or international scene. This brief
book — a collection of essays — is part of this
new and welcome trend.
Gene M. Gressley, who edited the work,
knows the field. Unfortunately, rather than
appraise the state of western historical writing
in his introduction, he attempted to set each
essay in perspective. The result is somewhat
disappointing. The essays, however, are well
written and informative. Gerald White, a good
storyteller and the author closest to the narrative tradition, reflects the business historian's
view of the impact on entrepreneurial decisionmaking of the professional problems of Benjamin Silliman, Jr., when he became a promoter
of the California oil boom of the 1860s. Leonard Arrington and Wayne K. Hinton trace the
development of a silver mine from the vantage
point of investors and operators. Beginning
with Jay Cooke recouping his fortune after his
disaster in 1873 and ending with the final
playout of ore in the 1960s, this essay is
scarcely the typical romantic tale of the mining
frontier. Wilfiam Lilley, Jr., and Lewis L.
Gould have looked at irrigation legislation and
focused on Francis Newlands' personal experiences in Nevada, but they actually tell a tale
of the western setder's selfishness and pragmatism in dealing with the region's most precious commodity — water.
In a brief essay Gerald Nash provides a precis
of his larger work on California when he analyzes the role of the state in the economic
development of the Port of California from
1863 to 1963. Wallace Farnham, expressing the
frustration of serious scholars when they attempt to measure the effect of the railroads on
the West, argues on the basis of the history
of the Union Pacific that historians have not
been asking the right questions. Studies of
Mr. Ridge is managing editor of the Journal
of American History. He is the author of
Ignatius Donnelly: The Portrait of a Politician
(1962).
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profits and social cost, although worthwhile,
tell only a negligible amount about what the
railroads meant to a region. The final essay, by
Richard Ruetten, uses Burton K. Wheeler of
Montana to demonstrate that western politicians were hardly as simplistic as they have
been depicted. The "sons of the wild jackass,"
Mr. Ruetten shrewdly concludes, were ahead
of most of their contemporaries in socio-economic matters in the 1920s. This brief summary
does the authors an injustice, especially Mr.
White, Mr. Nash, and Mr. Ruetten.
But the book is not without shortcomings.
Much of the material represents the spin-off
from larger studies, and if the authors had been
less ingenious, it would all seem quite familiar.
And, as is true in many collections, the theme
of the book is virtually lost by the volume's
end. It is also unfortunate, in a book so well
designed, illustrated, and printed, that there
are so many typographical and careless errors.
In spite of these surface blemishes, this work
is a valuable contribution to the newer scholarship of western history.
CANADIAN

NORTHWEST

The Fur Trade and the Northwest to 1857. By
E. E. RICH. (Toronto, McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1967. xu, 336 p. Maps,
illustrations. $10.00.)
Reviewed by Alvin C. Gluek, Jr.

PROFESSOR RICH justly enjoys a reputation
for scholarship; a shelf of good books testifies
to that. His History of the Hudson's Bay Company 1670-1870 (London, 1958, 1959) is and
will remain a standard history, for few other
men will possess the stamina to work their way
through the archives of the Hudson's Bay Company or have the scholarship to select and
arrange the materials in as logical and lively
a way as Mr. Rich has. More than that, his history of the company ranks as one of the best
business histories yet written. Antedating and
supporting this monumental work are many
useful Hudson's Bay Record Society and Champlain Society volumes — among them Eden
Colvile's Letters 1849-52 (1956), Ogden's
Mr. Gluek, currently a Killam Fellow at Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, is the
aitthor of Minnesota and the Manifest Destiny
of the Canadian Northwest (1965).
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Snake Country Journals 1824-26 (1950) and
McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters 1825-46
(1941, 1943, 1944) —which Mr. Rich edited
or to which he contributed long introductory
essays.
In his new book, the latest addition to the
Canadian Centenary Series, the author's declared purpose is to tell "the history of a territory, and of the part played by the fur-traders
in opening and developing that territory." If
justification for such history seems necessary,
Mr. Rich supplies that, too, correctly asserting
that the fur traders "mastered the dangerous
and exhausting routes to the Northwest, . . .
revealed its wealth, and . . . secured its retention within the Dominion." This book concerns
the history of the fur trade in the Northwest from its genesis at the head of Hudson
Bay in the seventeenth century to its stagnation
in the mid-nineteenth century. It is told on
imperial lines, beginning with the contest between the English and the French for Hudson
Bay itself and culminating in the struggle for
the entire Northwest between the French along
the St. Lawrence (and, later, their British conquerors) and the English merchant adventurers
on the bay. There are many well-written chapters, especially those which relate to the company or its servants — the rise of the Hudson's
Bay Company from its "frozen sleep" and its
movements inland to meet its competitors, the
heroic voyages of men like Anthony Henday,
Henry Kelsey, Samuel Hearne, and others.
To this reviewer, however, the book's title
seems inappropriate. It ought to read The Hudson's Bay Company, the Fur Trade, and the
Northwest to 1849-50. When the author treats
the company, his touch is sure; but when he
ranges beyond it and its affairs, he is often
unsure. The work is repetitive and frequently
cluttered with the names of insignificant men
who never reappear — Lieutenant Jonas Oxley,
late of the Third West India Regiment, for example. Irrelevancies pop up here and there,
such as the pointless reference to Father Isaac
Jogues. There are errors — the French did not,
for instance, receive religious or linguistic rights
from the Proclamation of 1763. There are misconceptions; General James Murray was not
forced out by the merchants and replaced by
the man of their choice, though the merchants
played a role in both events. The Nor'Westers
suffer by comparison with the Hudson's Bay
men, and the Americans simply suffer.
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in words and pictures. Father Point must be
accorded a prominent place. That his elaborately illustrated narrative journal of his experience as a Catholic missionary to the Indian
tribes of the northern Rockies in the 1840s has
been so fittle known seems strange indeed. For
rescuing it from obscurity, historians, anthropologists, and students of American art alike
owe a debt of gratitude to the translator and
editor. Father Joseph P. Donnelly, and to the
publishers, who spared neither pains nor expense in producing this beautiful book.
Father Point went to the Rocky Mountain
country in the spring of 1841, serving as the
official diarist of an expedition led by the
famed Jesuit missionary. Father Pierre Jean
De Smet. During the six years that followed,
he assembled records, written and visual, of
life among the Flatheads, the Coeur d'Alenes,
and the Blackfeet in the area that was to become Montana and Idaho. It was not until
1859 and the years following, however, that
he had the opportunity to draw upon these
materials and to compose in his native French
the Recollections of the Rocky Mountains translated for this book. A self-taught artist, Father
Point illustrated his manuscript with charming,
highly colored primitives, rich in detail that
make them "pictorial documents of great
interest to historians and anthropologists."
The editor has not only translated and
annotated Point's text, but he has provided a
revealing survey of the missionary's life and
a history of his manuscript. The latter includes
a firsthand report on Father Donnelly's persistent efforts, extending over more than three
decades, to obtain the pubfication of the illustrated narrative. This handsome volume is
evidence of his success. Although the editor's
enthusiasm for his subject is fully justified, it
does at times lead him to exaggerate. Thus he
asserts that Point depicted the lives and
customs of certain Indian tribes "long before
any ardst of our West, except George Cadin,
had put brush to canvas." Surely Father Donnelly is aware of the contributions of such
pioneering artists as Samuel Seymour, J. O.
Lewis, Peter Rindisbacher, Karl Bodmer, and
Seth Eastman. That they, and others, preceded
the Jesuit father in no way detracts from his
importance.
It is to be expected that many of Father
Point's illustrations picture the western mis-
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sions and missionary activities. His interests,
however, extended far beyond his own calling.
The Indians among whom he worked drew his
attention, resulting in some noteworthy portraits. Primitive in technique though they are,
these likenesses reveal the strength and dignity
that characterized many of his subjects. Point's
Indians are living individuals, and his portraits
are far superior to those limned by many other
artists of the West. He portrayed also some of
the fur traders he encountered — mountain
men like Alexander Culbertson and Jacques
Berger — and he pictured the posts they built
and frequented, among them Fort Lewis,
Fort Union, Fort Pierre, Fort Yankton, and Fort
McKenzie. Especially significant are Father
Point's interior views, which show in great
detail such features as the trading stores with
their gaily colored wares, and activities like
the baling of pelts in preparation for shipment.
It is fortunate for the reader that Father
Point should be introduced by John C. Ewers
of the Smithsonian Institution, who brings to
the "Appreciation" that opens the work his
own vast knowledge of the American Indians
and his wide familiarity with the pictorial records of their history. His remarks provide a
setting for Point's own narrative, which includes accounts of the westward journey of the
missionaries with De Smet and of the missions
established among the Flatheads, the Coeur
d'Alenes, and the Blackfeet; descriptive reports
on the summer and winter buffalo hunts of
these tribes, in which Point often participated;
and the story of a "Stay at Fort Lewis and a
Journey on a Barge Down the Missouri" that
marked the close of his Rocky Mountain experience. It is our good fortune that when he left,
the missionary, as noted by Mr. Ewers, "took
with him a unique record of Indian life in the
Northwest, which we are privileged to see and
to read, faithfully reproduced in this handsome book." Illustrating it are 232 of Father
Point's highly colored primitive paintings in
all their original brilliance, as well as some fifty
in black and white. A section of notes and a
bibliography conclude the work. Unfortunately,
the book lacks an index.
Miss Heilbron has had a long interest in western art and recently edited Henry Lewis' Das
illustrirte Mississippithal {1967), which is reviewed on page 43.
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. . . on the HISTORICAL HORIZON
NILS WILLIAM OLSSON, director of the
American Swedish Institute in Minneapolis, has
published the result of more than twenty years'
research in the source materials of Swedish immigration to the United States in Swedish
Passenger Arrivals in New York, 1820-1850
(Chicago and Stockholm, Swedish Pioneer Historical Society, 1967. xx, 392 p. $15.00).
The work lists in chronological order the approximately four thousand Swedish names on
the New York passenger manifests (for the period indicated) that are preserved in the National Archives, together with the other facts
given in those manffests — age, sex, occupation, ship's name, and that of the port from
which it sailed. To this basic information has
been added wherever possible — and the frequency with which it has been possible witnesses to the compiler's thoroughness — brief
details of the immigrant's or visitor's Swedish
origins and life in America, drawn from a great
number of archival and printed sources in
Sweden and the United States. Among those
whose arrivals in New York are documented
are Fredrika Bremer, John Ericsson, Lars P.
Esbjom, Jerry Lind, Eric Norelius, and Gustaf
Unonius. Erik Jansson evaded the port authorities, but Dr. Olsson provides documentation on
many of the adherents who followed him to
Bishop Hill, Illinois. Besides addenda and a
bibliography, the compiler has provided indexes
of place names, personal names, and ships'
names.
Michael Brook
UNDER THE TITLE Tom Walsh in Dakota
Territory (Urbana and London, 1966. 301 p.),
the University of Illinois Press has published a
collection of letters exchanged between a young
Dakota lawyer, who was to become Senator
Thomas J. Walsh of Montana, and Efinor C.
McClements, who before the close of the correspondence had become Mrs. Walsh. The
editor, J. Leonard Bates, explains in a foreword
that these are "virtually the only letters that
exist for the first fifty years of Walsh's life." As
such they are precious source material for the
biographer, and they illuminate the personalities and cultural interests of two ambitious
young midwesterners during the sanguine era
of the 1880s. But to claim as the book jacket
does that the letters "contribute to present
knowledge of agrarian discontent and the developing reform movements of the late nine-
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teenth and early twentieth centuries" is to
stretch a point. They contain fittle to foreshadow Walsh's later career as a progressive
Democratic senator and opponent of the "copper trust." Though the editor has clarified all
references to politics and current events by
careful and complete annotation, the contents
of the letters remain overwhelmingly personal,
and in the absence of a full biography of Walsh,
the picture they convey remains fragmentary.
Rhoda R. Gilman
A GENERAL introduction to The North American Indians: A Sourcebook has been edited by
Roger C. Owen, James J. F. Deetz, and Anthony D. Fisher (New York, Macmillan Company, 1967. 752 p. $10.95). The first 121
pages present an overview of Indian culture;
they are followed by eight sections organized on
a regional basis. The concluding seventy-five
pages concern "The Indian in the Modem
World." The volume offers fifty-four abridged
essays by nearly as many scholars from previously published works which date from 1888
to 1963. Designed primarily for textbook use,
the volume provides a list of additional readings
and one of educational films about North
American Indians. It has an index but is not
annotated.
EDITORS Bernard Klein and Daniel Icolari
have compiled a curious mixture of Indianrelated subjects in Reference
Encyclopedia
of the American Indian (New York, 1967.
536 p.). Included are state-by-state fistings of
government agencies dealing with Indian affairs,
museums and libraries with Indian exhibits or
collections, historical societies and other associations treating Indian subjects, Indian reservations, tribal councils, schools, and Indian
arts and crafts shops. Also listed, both alphabetically and by subjects, are some two thousand in-print books about North American
Indians. Newspapers and magazines printing
Indian material are included, too, as are government publications. The book's last two
hundred pages consist of a who's who of
prominent Indians and of non-Indians, especially writers, who have worked in various related fields. Although a useful tool, the guide
is not as complete as its editors claim. The
compilation is based on questionnaires and not
everyone answered them.
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TWENTY-FIVE ESSAYS, edited by Morgan B.
Sherwood, provide a chronological survey of
Alaska and Its History (Seattle, University
of Washington Press, 1967. 475 p. $12.50).
Three sections of nearly equal length deal with
the Russian period, "The Transition," and the
American years. Mr. Sherwood says that one
reason for publishing the anthology is "to introduce both amateurs and professionals to the
monographic fiteratme in article form"; to that
end, he has included studies from eleven periodicals. The articles range from one which
examines the Russian movement eastward in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries to a
look at Alaska's progress and problems taken
by Senator Ernest Gruening. The publication of
the volume coincides with the centennial of
Alaska's purchase by the United States. The
majority of the work is annotated and the book
contains an index, a contributor's bibliography,
three maps, and nine illustrations.
THE UNIVERSITY of Illinois Press has pubfished a solid study of The Grain Trade in the
Old Northwest, by John G. Clark (Urbana,
1966. 324 p.). Although nominally spanning
the period from earliest settlement to the Civil
War, Mr. Clark concentrates mainly on the two
decades after 1840, by which year "only a few
areas within the region, notably in Ohio, had
made the transition . . . to a predominantly
commercial agriculture." He traces the changing pattems of commerce and transportation to
1859, when the "relative importance of the
East North Central states to the wheat production of the United States reached its peak."
Drawing upon a wide range of sources, both
statistical and descriptive, he shows the transition from the earliest north-south flow via the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers to a predominantly
east-west flow, first in the northern areas tributary to the Great Lakes and later in the south
as railroads penetrated the Ohio and Mississippi valleys. The importance of rail lines in
stimulating the agricultural production of Illinois and Wisconsin during the 1850s is demonstrated, but Minnesota remains peripheral to
the study, since "the latter did not produce a
surplus until the mid-1850's." The work is fully
annotated and indexed. It received the 1965
award of the Agricultural History Society.
IN HIS The Frederic Remington Book: A Pictorial History of the West (Garden City, New
York, 1966. 285 p.), Harold McCracken again
has muied that famous artist's vast output of
dravdngs, paintings, and sculpture for an at-
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tractive volume. Not an illustrated biography
like Mr. McCracken's earlier Frederic Remington: Artist of the Old West (1947), this book
has a biographical chapter but otherwise points
up Remington's role as a pictorial historian
who saw at first hand many of the western
subjects he painted and sculptured in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
nearly four hundred Remington works reproduced, many in color, are grouped "in a semblance of historical chronology." A short, rather
superficial narrative provides background and
holds them together. Covered are such topics
as explorers (including La Verendrye, Radisson
and Groseilliers, whose name is misspelled),
mountain men, pioneers, Indians, army troopers, and cowboys. Of special interest are several
of Remington's on-the-spot pictures of the military campaign that ended with the massacre of
Sioux Indians at Wounded Knee in December,
1890. There is an index of pictures but not of
the text. The book is not annotated.
THE
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SCENE

PROBABLY the most popular book to be pubfished by the University of Minnesota Press,
The Doctors Mayo, by Helen Clapesattle,
which first appeared in 1941, has been issued
in paperback form (Minneapolis, 1968. 426 p.
$2.25). This reprint follows the second edition
of 1954 which was "condensed for quicker
reading," not rewritten but "streamlined —
stripped of details that served to authenticate
and underscore, but not to alter, the essential
narrative." Similarly, the notes of documentation included in the first edition have been
eliminated. The volume is a welcome addition
to the growing list of Minnesota Paperbacks
coming from the university.
WITH this issue responsibility for the editing
of Minnesota History is assumed by Kenneth
Carley. A native of Rochester and a graduate
of the University of Minnesota, Mr. Carley has
been for a number of years assistant editor of
the Minneapolis Tribune Picture Magazine. He
is familiar to readers of this quarterly for his
many articles and book reviews, as well as for
his book on The Sioux Uprising of 1862, published by the society in observance of the Civil
War and Sioux Uprising centennial. Rhoda R.
Gilman, who has edited Minnesota History for
the past seven years, has been promoted to the
position of assistant managing editor. Her work
will in future be mainly associated with the
society's book publishing program.
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