











in the decisive battle of the Sioux Uprising and
then was part of Henry H. Sibley’s expedition
against the Sioux in Dakota Territory in 1863
before going to the South with the Seventh. In
February, 1864, still only a corporal, he seized
the opportunity to become a second lieulen-
ant in the Sixty-Seventh United States Colored
Infantry, serving in Louisiana. All the while,
Kelley wrote affectionate letters to Emma
Rounce of Northfield, whom he married on
February 2, 1863. (Their daughter, Mrs. Royal
H. Moses of Northfield, now owns the letters.)
Along with numerous expressions of love for
his wife, Kelley mixed typical soldierly grum-
bling about such subjects as food and lack of
mail. He also offered many opinions (one was:
“We dont like old Sibley at all.”). He showed
ambivalence toward Negroes. The editors have
furnished an introduction and some annotation.
The book does not have an index.

DONIVER A. LUND is the author of A History
of First National Bank of St. Peter, Minnesota
(St. Peter, 1967. wvii, 33 p.) which examines
the story of that institution from its beginning
in 1857 to the present time. The bank was
founded by Erastus S. Edgerton, a St. Paul
financier. Frederic A, Donahower was in charge
of operating it. The author points out that it
was the only bank in that community to survive
through the panic of 1857 to become in 1871
a national bank under a federal charter. He
explains how the organization weathered the
panic of 1893, World War I, and the depression
of the 1930s. The sources on which the brief
history is based include early newspapers, min-
utes of the board of directors of the bank,
county histories, interviews, and material in the
National Archives. The book is annotated and
illustrated but there is no index.

ERLING LARSEN is the author of Something
about Some of the Educations of Laird Bell
(Northfield, 1967. 162 p.). The book is based
on letters, diaries, and scrapbooks as well as
interviews and correspondence with friends and
associates of Bell, who, in addition to a twelve-
year stint as chairman of Carleton’s board of
trustees, held a similar position at the University
of Chicago and served as an overseer at Har-
vard. The work was commissioned by Carleton
College; it is not annotated or indexed,

TWO BOOKLETS have appeared which com-
memorate state communities. Official records,
newspaper files, and collections of the Martin
County Historical Society are among the sources
used by Walter Carlson for Happenings in Our

104

Neighborhood (Trimont, 1967. 41 p.). The
“neighborhood” consists of Trimont and four
surrounding townships of Cedar, Galena, Elm
Creek, and Fox Lake. The early history of the
area is recounted, as is the establishment of
postal and school systems and disasters such as
blizzards, fires, and grasshopper infestations.
There are numerous photographs and nine maps
of the townships in 1887 and in 1900. A fifty-
five-page publication entitled Historical Souve-
nir Booklet of the 1892-1967 Virginia's Dia-
mond Days Celebration, issued by the city’s
jubilee committee, is notable for the excellent
selection of early photographs of the St. Louis
County mining town.

THE BROWN County Historical Society has
brought out A Guide to Brown County History
in the form of an attractive map researched by
Leota M. Kellett, the society’s director, and
drawn by Paul Klammer. The map locates
geological, pioneer, and Indian sites, including
the Sioux reservation boundary line and scenes
of the uprising of 1862, as well as forts, mills,
markers, early trails, and routes of exploring
expeditions. Even noted is the place where the
James-Younger gang was sighted in 1876. Both
old and new names of lakes, rivers, and other
bodies of water are given. The map sells for
$1.50, plus tax of five cents.

THE Solon ]. Buck award for the best article
published in Minnesota History during 1967
went to Roger E. Wyman for his “Insurgency
in Minnesota: The Defeat of James A. Tawney
in 1910,” which appeared in the Fall issue. Mr.
Wyman, a member of the faculty of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Center System, teaches at
the Racine and Kenosha campuses. He holds de-
grees from Rutgers University and the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, His article was selected by
a committee made up of Bishop James P. Shan-
non, Rhoda R. Gilman, and Rodney C. Loehr,
professor of history at the University of Min-
nesota, who announced the award on May 9 at
the society’s annual meeting in Minneapolis.

ASLAK LIESTQ@L has asked that a correction
be run in a formula he furnished with an ex-
ample in his review article, “Cryptograms in
Runic Carvings: A Critical Analysis,” that ap-
peared in the Spring, 1968, issue of Minnesota
History. The article dealt with the book, Norse
Medieval Cryptography in Runic Carvings, by
Alf Mongé and Ole G. Landsverk, Mr. Liestgl
writes that the probability formula he used on
page 42 should be p=1/6% and “the number
should be 1,679,616.”
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