












adrift during this period of shifting social values. 
Drawing on his own rural background, the au­
thor has provided a worthy study, supported 
by careful research, in an area where much work 
is needed. This fine study suffers only from un­
fortunate footnote placement. 

He describes in a straightforward manner 
how the farmer attempted to meet his day-to­
day problems. Here he reveals many of the mi­
nor irritations that acted to catalyze the 
"agrarian revolt." In his initial chapter, the 
author notes two reactions by farmers in these 
troubled years. There were those fanners who 
wished to share in the benefits of industrial 
America but at the same time were often vic­
timized by their "excessive credulity" and lack 
of sophistication. Remote from the population 
centers and often ill-informed, the farmer fell 
prey to the peddlers of bogus seeds, trees, 
lightning rods, and a host of other items. 

The second group of agrarians, although de­
sirous of a life with less toil, remained reso-
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lute against change. Critical of anything that 
smacked of the unfamiliar, these fanners took 
sanctuary in myth and folklore. As late as 1890, 
writes Mr. Hayter, "most farmers preferred the 
'hoss doctor cow leech,' or the community 
quack" to the trained veterinarian. 

This volume, as the author suggests, details 
a broad sweep of agricultural problems. Read­
ers will be surprised to learn that man's best 
friend — the dog — was a major problem for 
farmers of this era. Not until states enacted laws 
against the marauding canines and their er­
rant owners could small sheepmen operate 
profitably. 

The final three chapters trace the complexi­
ties of the patent problem. Mr. Hayter clearly 
illustrates the impotence of the agrarians when 
they dealt with powerful monopolies controlling 
vast patent holdings. Fearful of legal action 
because of possible patent infringements, fann­
ers sought strength in organization. While Mr. 
Hayter believes some gains were made by such 
efforts, "property" oriented courts forestalled 
any real breakthrough. Only the expiration of 
these patents ultimately freed the farmer from 
harassment. 

. . . on the HISTORICAL HORIZON 

FUR TRADE fiterature is considerably en­
riched by the publication of The Rocky Motm-
tain Journals of William Marshall Anderson: 
The West in 1834, edited by Dale L. Morgan 
and Eleanor Towles Harris (San Marino, Cali­
fornia, Huntington Library, 1967. 430 p. 
$12.50). Anderson, whose older brother Robert 
later gained notoriety at the beginning of the 
Civil War by trying to defend Fort Sumter, 
was weak from a bout of yellow fever in mid-
March, 1834, when he left his native Kentucky 
at the age of twenty-seven to regain his health 
in the West. In Missouri, Anderson joined Wil­
fiam L. Sublette's fur trade caravan and accom­
panied it as it won a race with Nathaniel J. Wy-
eth's outfit to carry goods to the Green River 
rendezvous of 1834 in what is now southwestern 
Wyoming. On September 29 Anderson returned 
to St. Louis "a full fifty pounds heavier" and 
armed with a two-volume diary he wrote de­
scribing the journey. Back in Kentucky, Ander­

son expanded his diary into what is called his 
journal, a 139-page manuscript found in 1948. 
Much later, Anderson again detailed the por­
tion of his trip through June 20 in a narrative 
that was first pubfished in four issues of the 
Circleville, Ohio, Democrat and Watchman 
during September and October, 1871. The lit­
erary style of all three accounts is far above 
average for such writings. 

In an arrangement that sounds complicated 
but works out very well, the new volume of­
fers the original diary in italics on left-hand 
pages and matches it with parallel entries from 
first the narrative and then the journal in Roman 
type on the right-hand pages. This "pioneering 
approach" permits quick comparison of the 
various records. Editors Morgan and Harris 
have added illuminating footnotes throughout, 
particularly in regard to the various landmarks 
along what later became the Oregon Trail. The 
editors also provide an admirably concise his-
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tory of the Rocky Mountain fur trade through 
1834 and analyze simflar travel accounts that 
preceded Anderson's. They point out that An­
derson's diary is significant not only for its 
complete and literate trail record but also for 
its "firsts." It has the only eyewitness version 
of the founding of Fort Laramie, for instance, 
and also the first day-by-day record of a fur 
trade rendezvous. Anderson was the sole chroni­
cler on hand, too, when Fitzpatrick, Sublette 
& Bridger (successor to the Rocky Mountain 
Fur Company) was merged with Fontenefle, 
Drips & Co. on August 3, 1834. 

Not content with afl this, the editors also 
furnish a twenty-two-page biography of An­
derson and an extremely useful "bonus"—a 
140-page "Galaxy of Mountaui Men" that con­
sists of forty-five biographical sketches of fur 
traders, Indians, and others who were active 
in the mountain fur trade in 1834. No student 
of the fur trade or of Western trafls should pass 
up this book. 

Kenneth Carley 

A CANADIAN author's view of how "the 
U.S.A. flexed the muscles of her manifest des­
tiny in the direction of Red River" from Minne­
sota in the 1850s and 1860s is told briefly in 
part of a chapter of The Opening of the Cana­
dian West: Where Strong Men Gathered (New 
York, 1967. xii, 291 p. ) . Manitoba-bom Doug­
las Hill recounts the growth of trade by cart 
between Red River and St. Paul. "From Minne­
sota streams of farm machinery — rare in the 
settlement before this time — furniture, cloth­
ing, hardware, even groceries, poured into Red 
River hands," writes Mr. Hill. He shows, how­
ever, that Minnesota's advance, spurred by the 
propaganda efforts of James Wickes Taylor in 
particular, was slowed by the Civil War and 
Sioux Uprising. These "horrors" provided "the 
breathing space" for Canadian nationalism to 
take root and eventually bear fruit in the con­
federation of 1867. Mr. Hill's readable version 
of the winning of the Canadian West also in­
cludes an account of Lord Selkirk's colony in 
the Red River Valley and other subjects of in­
terest to Minnesotans. The book is illustrated 
and has an index but is not annotated. 

THE DATE of the fafi session of the Upper 
Midwest History Conference is October 11, and 
the place Coflege of St. Catherine, St. Paul. 
Dr. Edward Shapiro of St. John's University 
will read a paper on "The Decentralist Intel­
lectuals and the Politics of the 1930s." The 
commentary wifl be offered by Alfred H. Jones, 
assistant professor of history at the University 
of Minnesota. 

N E W S O F T H E S O C I E T Y 

THROUGH AN initial endowment presented 
by the Oscar F. and Madge Hawkins Founda­
tion, the society has established a Pubfic Affairs 
Center to stimulate the acquisition and use of 
manuscripts coflections relating to politics and 
government. The center's rich resources are 
the product of the society's long interest in ar­
ticulating the role of Minnesotans and midwest­
ern organizations on the course of public affairs 
in the past two centuries. The new program, 
accentuating this interest, is described in The 
Public Affairs Center of the Minnesota Histori­
cal Society, an eight-page leaflet now avaflable. 

Avaflable in October, too, is the center's first 
pubfication — Guide to the Public Affairs Col­
lection of the Minnesota Historical Society, 
compfled by Lucile M. Kane. Included in its 
forty-six pages are brief comments on 158 
groups of papers and twenty-four tape-recorded 
items with major emphasis on public affairs. 
Among the papers are those of cabinet mem­
bers, diplomats, United States senators. United 
States representatives, governors, and state 
legislators, as wefi as records of a wide spec­
trum of political parties and organizations par­
ticipating in political processes. 

Both publications were funded by the foun­
dation created by Madge Hawkins of Minne­
apolis, "a lively lady of eighty-six years who 
has actively participated in numerous political 
movements and understood the historical im­
plications of what she experienced." 

THE SOCIETY recently issued an eight-page 
illustrated leaflet briefly delineating the scope 
of its vast manuscripts collection, how papers 
are presented and collected, and what is done 
with them after they are received. Designed 
as a succinct summary for donors and potential 
donors, it includes statements on such specific 
subjects as literary property rights and ap­
praisals for income tax deductions. The leaflet, 
entitled The Manuscripts Collection of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, was printed with 
funds provided by the Oscar F. and Madge 
Hawkins Foundation. Copies are available 
upon request. 

THE APPOINTMENT of John J. Wood as as­
sistant director of the Minnesota Historical So­
ciety has been announced by Russell W. Fridley, 
director. In his new capacity Mr. Wood wiU 
continue to be in charge of business operations. 
He has been business manager of the society 
since July 16, 1966. Before that he served 
Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing Company 
for thirteen years in a variety of assignments. 
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