






it will have no superior among all that have 
been produced in this country." ̂ ^ 

Porter, unfortunately, was wrong on two 
counts. Sibley's final contribution to Porter's 
Spirit of the Times was not fiction nor was 
it part of a longer imaginative work in prog­
ress. Indeed, with only a few verbal changes, 
"The Three Dacotahs" became chapter four, 
"Dark and Rloody Ground," in Sibley's biog­
raphy of Jack Frazer, Iron Face.^^ 

"The Three Dacotahs" is the account of a 
raid which three Sioux braves from the Red 
Wing band made upon the Chippewa liv­
ing along the river of the same name in Wis­
consin. Sibley originally named the warriors 
Chaskey (first-bom), Dowan (singer), and 
E-ta-pe-tah (fire-face). Rut in Iron Face he 
changed the identity of two of the three: 
Chaskey became Hapan (second-born) and, 
more importantly, E-ta-pe-tah, known for 
his intrepidity, was revealed as Jack Frazer. 
At the beginning of the narrative the Sioux 
hunt elk and deer in Chippewa territory 
without incident. Rut becoming more ven­
turesome and more determined to get scalps, 
they travel further eastward and eventually 
kill a single Chippewa warrior. Their deed is 
observed by a large hostile war party, how­
ever, and only the fact that a deep ravine 
separates the two groups gives the Sioux 
temporary safety. The three cross open 
prairie into a thick copse where they hide 
themselves at strategic spots. The Chippewa 
pursue them but do not charge their strong­
hold. When a single Chippewa ventures too 
close he is killed by Chaskey (or Hapan) . 
Under cover of darkness Chaskey scalps his 
victim, and then the Sioux make good their 
escape, assured of a jubilant welcome in 

''Porters Spirit, 1:337 (January 24, 1857). 
'^Blegen and Davidson, eds.. Iron Face, 35-44. 
'^Porter's Spirit, 1:346. 
'"Bailly (1798-1861), Sibley's predecessor at 

Mendota, was a part Ottawa, part French trader 
and territorial pioneer. Warren Upham and Rose 
B. Dunlap, Minnesota Biographies, 28 (Minnesota 
Historical Collections, vol. 14—1912). Theodore 
C. Blegen, ed., The Unfinished Autobiography of 
Henry Hastings Sibley, 33 (quote) (Minneapofis, 
1932). 

their own village. "The scalps, in accordance 
with custom, were delivered into the posses­
sion of two ancient crones, who had recently 
lost relations in battle, to be by them dec­
orated and painted for the scalp-dance." It 
is clear from both narratives that Jack Fra­
zer, the half-breed Sioux, led the foray.^'' 

SIRLEY'S LATER CAREER as governor, 
general, and businessman left little time for 
field sports even though his passion for hunt­
ing remained with him. An incident in his 
unfinished autobiography clearly reveals 
how much the sportsman's life appealed to 
him. Early in 1835, he recalled, he and Alexis 
Railly had wandered along the Minnesota 
River Valley looking for wild fowl. Shortly 
they spotted five geese on the ice some dis­
tance ahead. They attempted to call the 
geese but had no luck; the distance, 250 
yards, made any shot of dubious success. 
Rut Sibley was undeterred: "I took a care­
ful aim at the head of the leader, a huge 
gander, believing that the ball would be de­
pressed in traversing so long a line of sight, 
and might possibly strike the body of the 
fowl." His marksmanship was unexcelled 
even by Daniel Roone. The gander fell to 
the ice, its head neatly severed from its 
body. Sibley then proceeded by means of 
a pine board, which he pushed ahead of 
him over the thin ice, to retrieve the bird 
although he suffered a cold immersion in 
the process.^^ 

It is also clear, on the other hand, that 
hunting toward the end of Sibley's life was 
less attractive than it had been fifty years 
earlier. In a reminiscent narrative not pub-
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lished until 1880 he drew a nostalgic picture 
of hunting conditions as he remembered 
them when he arrived in Minnesota as a 
young man in the 1830s. "The bear, the deer, 
the fisher, the martin [sic], and the rac­
coon, were the tenants of the woods; the 
beaver, the otter, and other amphibia, such 
as the mink and the muskrat, were to be 
found in the streams and lakes, while the 
prairies were dotted with countless herds 
of the bison and the elk, accompanied by 
their usual attendants, wolves and foxes, 
which scarcely deigned to seek concealment 
from the eye of the traveler. The numerous 
lakes and marshes were the breeding places 
of myriads of wild fowl, including swan, 
geese and ducks." ̂ ''' 

Rut even in 1856 Sibley was aware that 
game was scarcer and less accessible, daily 

bags were necessarily reduced, and it was 
apparent that conservation legislation was 
needed to avoid the total extinction of both 
animals and wdd fowl. Sibley obviously did 
not wish the buffalo and the elk to go the 
way of the passenger pigeon. For at least 
two decades he had found Minnesota a vast 
hunting ground at a time when sportsmen 
were few, rifles and fowling pieces had 
reached lethal efficiency, and game was le­
gion. This time no man would see again. 

''' Sibley, "Memoir of Hercules L. Dousman," in 
Minnesota Historical Collections, 3:194. 

THE PAINTING on page 223 is owned by the Pea-
body Museum of Harvard University; the wildlife 
etchings on pages 224 and 227 are from W. E. 
Webb, Buffalo Land (1872). The painting on page 
218 is a recent gift to the society from Sibley's 
great-grandnephew, Sibley Flandrau Stuart. 
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Urban Crisis, 1857 
LONG BEFORE air pollution, crime in the 
streets, and urban redevelopment were 
household words, St. Paul editor Thomas 
Foster had strong opinions on them. On 
May 21, 1857, in the pages of the Daily 
Minnesotian, he had this to say: 

LOOK TO I T ! — T h e approaches to the 
lower levee are very unpleasant. It is an 
unpleasant neighborhood. The grading of 
the streets have made numerous ponds, 
ditches, canals, &c., all filled with a green, 
slimy, stagnant, poisonous water. When the 
hot suns of July and August shine upon it, 
wo unto the inhabitants who are crowded 
into the dirty shanties along those cess pools. 
The heated, seething, putrid pools, festering 
and smoking in the sultry noons of sum­
mer, and exhaling their poisons on the cool 
midnight airs, will breed pestdence deadly 
and universal. The malignant Typhus will 
not only be there, but a dozen other fatal 
diseases, to depopulate the neighborhood. 
Under any other climate than that of Min­

nesota, it would have been so before now. 
Rut even here, where men can expose 
health, and risk life with greater impunity 
than anywhere else, almost, so certain a pen­
alty cannot be much longer avoided. . . . 

Disease, death, and a familiarity to suffer­
ing and mortality, produce invariably 
hardened and brutal indifference to it 
among those most in contact with it. Rrawls, 
fights, riots, murders, &c., together with all 
crimes in the catalogue would abound after 
a season of sickness and death, all experience 
proves this; men become reckless, hardened, 
criminal. That neighborhood has hitherto, 
strangely enough, borne a good character. 
Rut under such influences as we mention, it 
may become a disgrace to the city, and 
crime, violence and bloodshed be as fre­
quent and unnoticed as in some similar lo­
calities in eastern and western river cities 
known by such classical names as "Rat 
Row," "Rloody Row," "Hell's half acre," &c., 
&c. W e hope not, but let those whose duty it 
is, LOOK TO IT! 
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