

















.« . on the HISTORICAL HORIZON

THE JOURNAL of David Bates Douglass, to-
pographer on the Lewis Cass expedition to Lake
Superior and the upper Mississippi region in
1820, has been published for the first time, un-
der the editorship of Sydney W. Jackman and
the late John F. Freeman, with the assistance
of James L. Carter and Donald S. Rickard (Mar-
quette, Northern Michigan University Press,
1969. xxii, 128 p. $4.25). Cass™ party, which
had been commissioned by Secretary of War
John C. Calhoun, left Detroit in May, 1820, and
returned to that city 123 days later, having tray-
eled some 4,000 miles in what are now the states
of Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois.
In the introduction to American Voyageur: The
Journal of David Bates Douglass, Mr. Jackman
credits the expedition with earning the friend-
ship of various Indian tribes, collecting numer-
ous specimens of the region’s mineral and soil
resources, compiling topographical reports, and
amassing material for Iurther study of Indian
anthropology and ethnology.

Douglass, according to the chief editor, kept
a precise record of the group’s activities and also
hrought back six notebocks with sketches and
notes from which he planned to publish a map
of the explored territories. Unfortunately a mis-
understanding over the publication of a joint
narrative with Henry R. Schooleraft, a fellow
member of the expedition, seems to have
stopped Douglass from producing anything,
Thus his journal appears for the first time nearly
150 years later as “the raw material of something
that might have been.” The editors have in-
corporated numerous illustrations and maps, a
bibliography, and an index.

WISCONSIN'S pineries in the late nineteenth
century are the setting for the reminiscences of
Louie Blanchard, as retold by Walker D. Wy-
man in The Lumberjack Fronticr: The Life of a
Logger in the Early Days on the Chippeway
(Lincoln, University of Nebraska Press, 1969.
xi, 88 p. $3.95). Mr. Wyman has preserved
the colorful flavor of the old lumberjack’s recol-
lections, blending personal experience and tall
tale. There are several photographs of loggers
and camp life.

The logging frontier produced a unique vo-
cabulary, a large portion of which appears in
Lumberjack Lingo, by L. G. Sorden (Spring
Green, Wis., Wisconsin House, Inc., 1969.
149 p. lustrations. $3.95). Mr. Sorden began
collecting the words and phrases of the Nm‘t!]
Woods in the 1930s and published Logger’s
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Words of Yesterday with Isabel |. Ebert in 1956.
His new book includes twice as many words
and is alphabetically arranged for easy refer-
ence. There is a short bibliography. Copies are
available through the order department of the
Minnesota Historical Society.

“AMERICANS are a sentimental people, full of
nostalgia for lost causes and vanishing frontiers.
Few, however, have ever become nostalgic
about the vanished hopes of the Socialist party
of America,” observe Kent and Gretchen Kreuter
in An American Dissenter: The Life of Algie
Martin Simons 1870-1950 (Lexington, Univer-
sity of Kentucky Press, 1969. 236 p. $7.50).
The authors set for themselves the task of
chronicling the life of Algie Simons, Wisconsin-
born teacher, journalist, historian, and a leader
of the Socialist crusade in America, They present
Simons” gradual disillusionment with socialism
as a viable political alternative against the back-
ground of the movements and personalities of
the early twentieth century. Simons, who moved
from the far left of the ideological spectrum to
the far right, emerges as a man dedicated to the
pursuit of social justice and the “good life.” A
bibliographical essay and an index are included.

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

THE LIVELY reminiscences of Henry L. Grif-
fith, who spent more than fifty years in the
wholesale food business, have been published
under the title of Minneapolis, The New Saw-
dust Town (Minneapolis, Bolger Publications,
1968. 76 p. $2.50). Written in collaboration
with the late John K. Sherman of the Minneapo-
lis Star, the charming, somewhat rambling book
offers many glimpses of youthful Minneapolis
through the eyes of a boy in rather comfortable
circumstances who grew up on the near north
side in the 1880s and 1890s before moving to
2220 Henmepin Avenue in 1898,

In addition to noting boardwalks, horse-
drawn streetcars, comic opera performances at
the old “Met.” lumberjack restaurants, and the
like, Mr. Griffith in the last half of the book
often deals interestingly with Minneapolis’ bank-
ing community and food business. From 1905
on he headed the Kildall Company, for years a
leading wholesaler of imported foods, especially
of Genuine Old Style Ludefisk.

The best of the book’s many illustrations per-
tain to the Griffith family — a lovely 1909 por-
trait of Mr. Griffith’s wife, Edna. for instance, as
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well as photographs of his white-bearded father
and of the family homes, one of them a summer
place on Prior Lake.

THE American Swedish Institute in Minneap-
olis and the personality of its founder are the
subjects of an illustrated article, “A Dream Ful-
filled,” by Carolyn E. Johnson in the September,
1969, issue of the American-Scandinavian
Review. Miss Johnson writes that Swan J. Turn-
blad, the Swedish-born owner of Svenska Ameri-
kanska Posten in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, built the elaborate three-
story mansion at 2600 Park Avenue from 1905 to
1910 and furnished it with European art trea-
sures. The social acceptance he had hoped to
win with his “castle” eluded him, according to
the author, and he vacated the house after six
months. In 1929 Turnblad entrusted his home,
his newspaper business, and the Posten building
to a foundation established to “preserve and
generate Swedish culture in America.” The new
organization, which came to be known as the
American Swedish Institute, was housed in the
Tumblad residence.

Miss Johnson describes the activitics of the
institute today, including classes in Swedish, a
library, a film rental service, a gift shop, and a
museum. Visitors may tour the old mansion
Tuesday through Sunday.

JOHN L. ZAPLOTNIK has written a biography
of Monseigneur Joseph Buh, pioneer missionary
to Minnesota, for the 1970 edition of Ave Maria
Koledar {Lemont, I11.). In the article, entitled
“Monsinjor Franc Jozef Buh, misijonar v Minne-
soti,” Mr. Zaplotnik details the work of Slove-
nian Catholic missionaries, including Father
Francis Pierz, among the Indians of central Min-
nesota and the Slovenian immigrants of the Iron
Range. He also touches upon the development
of the Catholic Church in northeastern Minne-
sota. The publication has not been translated.

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY

INCREASED interest in family history led to
the formation of the Minnesota Genealogical So-
ciety last spring. The group, which now boasts
over 140 members, is dedicated to promoting
genealogy as a hobby, profession, and educa-
tional pursuit. At the first annual dinner meeting
of the society on December 10, 1969, in St. Paul,
Patricia C. Harpole, assistant reference librarian
at the Minnesota Historical Society, was intro-
duced as the president for 1970. Virginia
Brainard Kunz, executive secretary of the Ram-
sey County Historical Society, addressed the
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meeting. The organization holds quarterly meet-
ings in March, June, September, and December
and also publishes a newsletter four times a
year. Interested parties can contact the Minne-
sota Genealogical Society at P.O. Box 1120,
St. Paul 55105.

Mrs. Harpole will conduct genealogy classes
in the Minnesota Historical Society library on
Tuesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., beginning
January 27, 1970. The courses, sponsored by the
St. Paul Adult Education Program, will consist
of two consecutive sessions of five weeks each.
The cost is $6.00, and registrations are to be ad-
dressed to Mrs. Harpole.

THE LATE Theodore C. Blegen’s The Kensing-
ton Rune Stone: New Light on an Old Riddle,
published by the Minnesota Historical Society,
won a 1969 award of merit from the American
Association for State and Local History, whose
annual meeting was held in St. Paul in August.
An award of merit also went to the Pope County
Historical Society, Glenwood, Minnesota, “for
its well-assembled interpretative exhibits, out-
standing Helbing Indian collection, and exten-
sive biographical files.” An AASLH certificate of
commendation was awarded WCCO Radio,
Minneapolis, for producing “Heritage-North-
west: The Travels of Jonathan Carver,” a pro-
gram narrative which detailed the exploration
of Minnesota and Wisconsin in words drawn
from Carver's own journals.

ROY W. MEYER'S “The Canadian Sioux:
Refugees from Minnesota,” published in the
Spring, 1968, issue of Minnesota History, was
selected the best article on Western history ap-
pearing in 1968 by the awards committee of
the Western History Association. The editor of
Minnesota History accepted a $200 check and
a plaque for Mr. Meyer and a plaque for the
magazine at the annual meeting of the associa-
tion in Omaha, Nebraska, in October. Mr.
Meyer, professor of English at Mankato State
College, was on leave throughout 1969 to lec-
ture at the Flinders University of South
Australia,

The association inaugurated an awards pro-
gram this year “as an encouragement to scholars
and writers who contribute articles on Western
America to the many excellent magazines and
journals that provide little or no recompense.”
The committee that chose Mr. Meyer’s article
from twenty-two submitted by various maga-
zines consisted of Vernon Carstensen, professor
of history at the University of Washington,
Seattle; Joseph Snell of the Kansas State Histori-
cal Society, Topeka; and Don Russell of Elm-
hurst, Ilinois.
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