




THE DAUGHTER of the last residents of the house, Mary Griggs 
Burke, sits with her dachshund in the mirror-paneled salon which 
dates to the end of the eighteenth century. 

THIS FOUR-POSTER canopy bed, 
covered in light green satin, was pur­
chased in Neiv York for the east bed­
room. 

panels to match the antique painted ones from Austria. 
In the dressing and bathroom, the paneling is modern 
and only the furniture was imported. Stem separated 
the green marble fixtures from the rest of the room by 
a pair of brass gates. Mr. Lundie designed an unusual 
curved doorway to match the opening in the ornate 
Louis XVI paneling in Mrs. Griggs' bedroom. 

A complete departure from the European antique 
decor may be found in the glass-walled basement 
amusement room which Mr. Lundie styled to reflect 
the sophisticated taste of the 1930s. A wide marble 
stairway leads to the room, which he calls "Venetian 
baroque in reverse'' because all the surfaces are 
smooth and shining. The piped-in sound system, forced 
air heating, and indirect lighting were advanced 
ideas for that period. Mr. Lundie found some of the 
light-colored furniture in New York, and he designed 
other pieces himself.*^ 

During the remodeling of the 1920s and 1930s, 
the stained-glass windows which Livingston had in­
stalled on the landing of the main stairway were re­
placed by leaded panes with the coats-of-arms of the 
Livingston, Griggs, and Gallup families, the last being 

Griggs' maternal grandparents. The original porch on 
the back of the house was torn down, and a stone 
terrace was budt. The interior of the garage was 
renovated. 

Built to crown the career of a pioneer entrepre­
neur, the house bridges the colorful century in which 
St. Paul grew from a rough-and-tumble river town to 
an important center of commerce and government. Its 
sweeping view of the Mississippi — a major source 
of its builder's fortune — was gradually narrowed by 
surrounding structures. Over the years the activities 
and lives within it focused more and more on the tree-
lined avenue in front and upon the society of wealth 
and refinement represented there. Standing at the head 
of Summit Avenue, the house survived to become the 
art-filled home of a cosmopolitan woman, who, after 
her husband's death in 1934, spent much of her time 
in foreign travel. Yet until her death in 1967 Mrs. 
Griggs always returned to the old mansion whose 
character she had changed so radically. For her it 
represented the roots of a lifetime rather than a show­
piece. It was in this spirit that her daughter donated 
the property to the people of Minnesota. 
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' The author wishes to express her appreciation to Craig 
A. Gannon and other members of the society's historic sites 
department for their assistance in supplying material for this 
article. For a discussion of Itafianate architecture, see Alan 
Gowans, Images of American Living (New York, 1964) and 
John Maas, The Gingerbread Age: A View of Victorian 
America (New York, 1957). 
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