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STATE TEACHERS college administrators of 1935: 
bottom row (from left) board members F A. Baker, 
Joiin G. Rockwell, Dewitt H. Garlock, Hugh J. 
McClearn, James ]. Quigley, Gilbert L. Gosslee, Ben­
jamin Drake; top row (from left) presidents George A. 
Selke (St. Cloud), Eugene W. Boiiannon (Duluth), 
Guy E. Maxwell (Winona), Frank D. McElroy (Man­
kato), Deputy (Bemidji), Ray B. MacLean (Moorhead); 
and hoard member Frank A. Siieelian 

surprise," the student newspaper quoted him as saying. 
A former faculty member, remembering the day the 
boards decision was announced, observed, "Oh, but 
that was a dark day around the haUs of the main 
budding. It came as a real blow to him."- ' 

The question of terminating emplo) ment at age 
sixty-eight had been discussed at board meetings for 
two years before the decision was finall)' made. Pre­
sumably the favorable vote was prompted by the 
desire to attract \ounger staff members and improve 
the employment situation, but it also appears that the 
board, dominated by members of the Farmer-Labor 
party, wished to find replacements with the political 
point of view of the majority.-- The more radical 
members of the board fought for a mandatory retire­
ment age of sixt\-five, but they were unsuccessful. 
Contemporaries of Deputy asserted that no one on 
the board was out to "get" him; rather, if the decision 
was aimed at an\'one, it was at the Duluth State 
Teachers College president, Eugene H. Bohannon, 
who had had some difficulty getting reappointed by 
the board. 

The teachers college board began seeking Deputy's 
successor soon after it had announced the mandatory 
retirement decision, and it formed a committee to sug­
gest candidates. On August 2, 1937, the committee 
presented the names of seven candidates. The board, 
by a six-to-one vote, chose Charles R. Sattgast to suc­
ceed Deputy. At the time, Sattgast was at Columbia 
University completing his work for a Ph.D. degree. 
His duties at Bemidji were to begin Januar) ' 1, 1938, 
but, because of a delay in completing his doctoral 
thesis, he received permission to begin February 1, 
1938.-' 

During the last quarter of Deputy 's presidency, he 
was honored in many wa\'s. The school paid tr ibute to 
him in a brochure; the Northern Minnesota Educa­
tional Association set up a "Special Depu ty Scholar­
ship Fund"; the state School Master's Club presented 
him with a gift in honor of his services; several recog­
nition banquets and teas were held for him. Deputy 
himself spoke more often than usual that fall at the 
student assembly programs, and he also gave an ad­
dress, entitled "The Power of an Idea," at the fall 
graduation exercise. Community and school newspaper 
editorials reflected the regard held for Deputy and 

-• The Northern Student, May 28, 1937, p. 1; interview 
with Hagg, May 5, 1967. 

"" Dudley S. Brainard, History of St. Cloud State Teach­
ers College, 78 (St. Cloud, 1953). 

"' Dr. Earl W. Beck of the Bemidji faculty served as act­
ing president for the month of January, 1938, and he is 
sometimes considered the school's second president. Dr. 
Sattgast was president until his death on March 24, 1964. 
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what he had done for Bemidji, the coUege, and the 
entire area. A statement that became familiar from 
repetition gave Deputy credit for being "the best-loved 
school man in Minnesota."-* 

The state college presidents held a dinner for 
Deputy and Eugene H. Bohannon of the Duluth 
school "as an expression of the long-time cordial rela­
tions among the individual members of the group."--'' 
The teachers college board added a resolution of 
commendation to its December 14, 1937, minutes in 
behalf of both retiring presidents. 

On December 31, 1937, Deputy served his last day 
as president of Bemidji State Teachers College. Seven 
days later he and his wife left on a 9,000-inile tour of 
the southern and eastern United States, returning the 
next May. After a summer in Bemidji, they moved to 
Florida, where he accepted a teaching position at 
Southern College in Lakeland. He taught education 
courses there until 1942.-" 

"' One place the quotation appears is in Deputy's obitu­
ary in The Northern Student, Aprfi 22, 1947, p. 1. 

''"' Minutes of the Presidents" Meetings, Minnesota State 
Teachers Colleges, December 14, 1937. Unpubfished rec­
ord, on file in the Bemidji State College library. 

^ Deputy made very few visits to Bemidji College after 
his retirement; one of these was on the occasion of the 
school's twenty-fifth anniversary in 1944. 

" Quoted in Bemidji Daily Pioneer, March 14, 1947, p. 2. 

After the death of his wife in 1942, Deputy enrolled 
as a graduate student at Indiana University. Sporadic 
illness, as well as an operation at Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, interfered with his doctoral 
studies. Nevertheless, he did complete the last of his 
requirements and received his Ph.D. degree at the 
age of eighty, an achievement referred to by Indiana 
officials, with some understatement, as "notable and 
unique ."- ' 

Soon after receiving this doctorate, Manfred W. 
Deputy died on March 13, 1947, at the home of his 
sister in Lake City, Iowa. He was buried next to 
his wife in Red Hook, New York, at the request of his 
daughter, Mary Lois Lamson, a landscape architect in 
New York City. He was reportedly interred in his 
Ph.D. gown and hood. 

In the fall of 1967, minor s tudent agitation 
prompted the Bemidji college administration to have 
the words above the entrance to the main campus 
building, "State Normal School," plastered over. In 
their place "Deputy HaU" was substi tuted in large 
steel letters. Considering the man, his personality, and 
his dedication to education and the training of 
teachers, one can speculate that he would have much 
preferred the original name to remain on the building. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHS used with this article were furnished 
by the author. 
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