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WOMAN SUFFRAGE RALLY at Rice Park, St. Paul, in 1914 

falo chips, used for fuel, across a treeless prairie. Many 
of her city sisters worked in factories such as the North 
Star Woolen Mills at 218 South Second Street in Min­
neapofis. In the spirit of early twentieth-century pro­
gressivism, factory girls employed by Sanitary Foods, 
Inc. of St. Paul were provided with facilities for amuse­
ment on their lunch breaks. 

ESTABLISHMENT of voting requirements was left to 
the individual states by the founding fathers, and, con­
sequently, women initially worked to change state 
regulations which denied females the vote. In a land­
mark event, Wyoming women, who had voted in the 
sparsely populated new territory since 1870, retained 
full enfranchisement when Wyoming became a state in 
1890. By 1914, eleven new western states and the ter­
ritory of Alaska had enacted full female suffrage laws. 

However, the intransigence of the older states, par­
ticularly in the South and the industrial East, forced 
many women to look to a national constitutional 
amendment to nullffy state suffrage restrictions. A na­
tional amendment had been introduced into Congress 
every year since 1878, and third party groups — the 
prohibitionists, populists, nonpartisan leaguers, social­
ists, and progressives — had one by one incorporated 
female suffrage planks into their platforms. 

It was not until the 1910-1920 decade, though, that 
the movement gained real momentum, and even oppo­
nents recognized that at best they could only forestall 
the advent of national female suffrage. Citizenship 
pageants, one including the sad-faced "Statue of Lib­
erty'' pictured and probably sponsored by women of 
the Nonpartisan League, and rallies like the one held 
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in St. Paul's Rice Park in 1914 attracted considerable 
attention and widespread serious thought to the pro­
posal. Meanwhile, in Washington, D.C, the White 
House was surrounded by some of its first sign-carrying 
pickets — "Silent Sentinels" asking "How Long Must 
Women Wait for Liberty?" 

IN MINNESOTA, bills for extended or full female 
suffrage were regularly introduced at every session of 
the legislature after the turn of the century, but, pre­
dictably, they died in committee or failed to pass both 
houses. With the coming of World War I, however, 
women left their kitchens in droves for factories, hos­
pitals, and the battlefields themselves. The importance 
of female participation in the national economy — as 
linemen, painters, factory hands, and workers at count­
less other traditionally male jobs — could no longer 
be denied. Sensing the inevitable, the Minnesota legis­
lature passed a resolution early in 1919 asking the 
United States Senate to join with the House in pro­
posing a suffrage amendment. In a special session that 
fall, the state legislature ratified the amendment finally 
submitted to it by Congress on June 4, 1919. The favor­
able vote was 120 to 6 in the Minnesota house and 
60 to 5 in the senate. Anticipating the outcome, waiting 
Minnesota women crowded into the visitors' gallery, 
waving flags, cheering, and singing "The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic" before adjourning to the Capitol res­
taurant where "an old-fashioned chicken dinner" was 
served to legislators who had aided the cause. 

Through laborious efforts the national amendment, 
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worded exactly as written by Susan B. Anthony forty 
years earlier, was ratified by the necessary three-fourths 
of the total states on August 18, 1920. Across the coun­
try women such as these voters at Stillwater helped 
elect Warren G. Harding president of the United 
States in the November election. No amendment hav­
ing been made to the state constitution, the word 
"male'' remained in Minnesota's voting requirements 
until 1960 — superseded, of course, by the national 
amendment. 

THE PHOTOGRAPH of the plainswoman is through cour­
tesy of the Kansas Historical Society; all others are in the 
Minnesota Historical Society collection. 

WOMEN VOTERS in Stillwater —1920. Runk photo. 
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