














in St. Paul’s Rice Park in 1914 attracted considerable
attention and widespread serious thought to the pro-
posal. Meanwhile, in Washington, D.C,, the White
House was surrounded by some of its first sign-carrying
pickets — “Silent Sentinels” asking “How Long Must
Women Wait for Liberty?”

IN MINNESOTA, bills for extended or full female
suffrage were regularly introduced at every session of
the legislature after the tum of the century, but, pre-
dictably, they died in committee or failed to pass both
houses. With the coming of World War I, however,
women left their kitchens in droves for factories, hos-
pitals, and the battlefields themselves. The importance
of female participation in the national economy
linemen, painters, factory hands, and workers at count-
less other traditionally male jobs — could no longer
be denied. Sensing the inevitable, the Minnesota legis-
lature passed a resolution early in 1919 asking the
United States Senate to join with the House in pro-
posing a suffrage amendment. In a special session that
fall, the state legislature ratified the amendment finally
submitted to it by Congress on June 4, 1919. The favor-
able vote was 120 to 6 in the Minnesota house and
60 to 5 in the senate. Anticipating the outcome, waiting
Minnesota women crowded into the visitors gallery,
waving flags, cheering, and singing “The Battle Hymn
of the Republic” before adjourning to the Capitol res-
taurant where “an old-fashioned chicken dinner” was
served to ingisl;{fm‘ﬁ who had aided the cause.
Through laborious efforts the national amendment,
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worded exactly as written by Susan B. Anthony forty
years earlier, was ratified by the necessary three-fourths
of the total states on August 18, 1920. Across the coun-
try women such as these voters at Stiliwater helped
elect Warren G. Harding president of the United
States in the November election. No amendment hav-
ing been made to the state constitution, the word
“male” remained in Minnesota’s voting requirements
until 1960 — superseded, of course, by the national
amendment.

THE PHOTOGRAPH of the plainswoman is through cour-
tesy of the Kansas Historical Society; all others are in the
Minnesota Historical Society collection.

WOMEN VOTERS in Stillwater — 1920. Runk photo.
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