






covered by society personnel several 
years ago at the Chateau de Ramezay 
in Montreal. The records of eight mer­
chants, written in archaic French, span 
a period roughly from 1712 to 1800. 

In the more than ten years that 
tlie society has carried on the Quetico-
Superior underwater research project, 
many fur-trade artifacts have been re­
covered, but research on these items 
of trade has lagged behind the field 
work. Mrs. Albert Gerin-Lajoie of Ot­
tawa will translate the records and do 
research and some writing. Dr. Ken­
neth Kidd, professor of anthropology 
at Trent IJniversity, Peterborough, 
Ontario, will analyze and interpret her 
findings. 

"We will be applying historical 
techniques to the study of the effects 
of the fur trade on the material cul­
ture of the illiterate peoples of the 
Great Lakes region," said Robert G. 
Wheeler, the society's associate direc­
tor who will supervise the Montreal 
Merchants project. "The study relates 
to the cultural change caused by the 
introduction of new tools, equipment, 
materials, and utensils to these In­
dians," said Mr. Wheeler. 

A REPRINT of Merrill E. Jarchow's 
The Earth Brought Forth: A History 
of Minnesota Agriculture to 1885 
has been brought out by the Johnson 
Reprint Corporation (314 p. Illustra­
tions. $12.00). First published by 
the Minnesota Historical Society in 
1949 as a project of the Minnesota 
Territorial Centennial, the book is a 
comprehensive narrative of the land 
and people, crops and machines of 
the region dominated for decades by 
"King Wheat." The fascinating rec­
ord was assembled from farmers' 
diaries, letters, ledgers, newspapers, 
and other kinds of records which are 
meticulously footnoted. 

AMERICAN LABOR histoiy periodi­
cal articles of 1969 comprise a bibliog­
raphy compiled by the Minnesota 
Historical Society's acting chief li­
brarian, Michael Brook. The bibliog­
raphy, appearing in the Winter, 1971, 
issue of Labor History, selects articles 
from national and intemational schol­
arly journals, as wefl as Ph.D. theses 
included in Dissertation Abstracts 
International (formerly Dissertation 
Abstracts). Mr. Brook has pubfished 
annual bibliographies in Labor History 
for the past five years. 
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ANOTHER DIMENSION is added to 
the story of the woman-suffrage move­
ment in Louise R. Noun's Strong-
Minded Women: The Emergence of 
the Woman-Suffrage Movement in 
Iowa (Ames, Iowa State University 
Press, 1969. 322 p. Illustrations. 
$8.75). Tracing the influence of the 
personalities and actions taken by such 
nationally-known suffrage leaders as 
Lucy Stone, Efizabeth Cady Stanton, 
and Susan B. Anthony on the emerg­
ing women's organizations in one mid-
western state, the author focuses her 
study on the Reconstruction period. 
She suggests the direction of the 
movement in the years 1872—1920 
through a study of the eminent 
feminist, Carrie Chapman Gatt. Vain 
attempts to avoid involvement in dis­
sensions splitting apart the national 
organization, misguided efforts to ap­
pease critics by purging "undesir­
ables," and mistaken beliefs that fiberal 
politicians would soon grant the fran­
chise to the female sex make the story 
a moving one which in many respects 
mirrors the state of the feminist move­
ment today. Shattering the stereotype 
of Amazon-like women browbeating 
their husbands into acquiescence, the 
author's numerous biographical studies 
indicate that many of the small band 
of dedicated women, who ranged the 
spectrum in personality and life style, 
received solid support from the males 
in their lives. An extensive bibfiog­
raphy of newspapers and periodicals; 
books, articles and theses; and letters, 
documents, and scrapbooks will prove 
extremely valuable to historians doing 
research in the woman's rights move­
ment. 

Marilyn Ziebarth 

A NEW PUBLICATION of the so­
ciety— Historic Preservation in Min­
nesota (St. Paul, 1971. 166 p. 
$3.00) —surveys state, county, local, 
and privately owned historic sites for 
the purpose of "recognizing, preserv­
ing and interpreting" Minnesota's past. 
Written by Donn Coddington, historic 
sites supervisor, and his staff, the care­
fully organized handbook discusses 
past surveys of historic sites, details 
by sites the immediate objectives of 
a historic preservation program in 
Minnesota, and projects a long-range 
scheme for the decade of the 1970s 
which includes a report and recom­
mendations by State Archaeologist 
Elden Johnson. 

The major portion of the book is 

an inventory of Minnesota's "signifi­
cant historic resources," which are 
listed by county location as well as by 
such designations as "architecture," 
"mifitary," "refigion," and "com­
merce." Included for each of the more 
than 175 sites considered are loca­
tion, significance, current status, and 
future recommendations. Fourteen 
sites operated by the Minnesota His­
torical Society as of 1971 are de­
scribed and pictured. 

TWO BOOKS that offer much useful 
material on the Sioux Uprising of 1862 
in Minnesota have been reprinted by 
Ross & Haines, Inc. Originally pub­
fished in Mankato in 1927 and long 
out of print, Indian Chiefs of Southern 
Minnesota, by Thomas Ilughes, is 
available again in a new version (Min­
neapofis, 1969. 122 p. $8.75) that 
is "in substantially its original form, 
virtually uncut save for occasional re­
petitive passages, and edited only for 
symmetry and style." This quote is 
from a new biographical intioduction 
on the author by his grandson, Thomas 
L. Hughes, who also did the editing. 
The book contains word sketches as 
well as drawings of some twenty-five 
Sioux leaders, many of whom took 
part in the outbreak of 1862, and eight 
Winnebago chiefs. 

The second reprint is of Dakota 
War Whoop, by Harriet E. Bishop 
McConkey (Minneapofis, 1970. vi, 
429 p. $12.50). In spite of its 
morafizing and errors, this book by 
St. Paul's first schoolteacher contains 
valuable information on the Sioux 
Uprising. It was first pubfished in 
1863 and benefits from firsthand inter­
views with participants. The reprint 
has a new intioduction by Kenneth 
Carley. 

INADVERTENTLY omitted from 
"The Unaccountable Fifth: Solution of 
a Great Northern Enigma," Heather 
Gilbert's "A Footnote to History" pub­
fished in the Spring, 1971, issue of 
Minnesota History, was the Royal 
Archives reference for the crucial 
document, a letter of October 16, 
1908, from Lord Mount Stephen to 
Sir Arthur Rigge. The exact reference 
is RA GEO V C273/74. 



»̂̂  y ince 1849, when it was chartered by the 

first territorial legislature, the Minnesota Histor­

ical Society has been preserving a record of 

the state's history. Its outstanding library and 

its vast collection of manuscripts, 

newspapers, pictrues, and museum objects reflect 

this activity. The society also interprets Minne­

sota's past, telling the story of the state 

and region through publications, museum displays, 

tours, institutes, and restoration of historic 

sites. The work of the society is supported in 

part by the state and in part by private 

contributions, grants, and membership dues. 

It is a chartered public institution governed by 

an executive council of interested citizens 

and belonging to all who support it through mem­

bership and participation in its programs. You 

are cordially invited to use its resources 

and to join in its efforts to make Minnesota a 

community with a sense of strength from the past 

and purpose for the future. 
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