




















son’s Charlamoff, Cross and Christmas. He also tried
many native seedlings and Swedish varieties. T think
he must have tried more than one hundred kinds of
apples. He did not plant every variety sent out but
only those that were especially promising. His location
in Carver County was so far north that his experiments
were of unusual interest and value to the people of
Minnesota. His work, in fact, amounted to his carrying
on at his own expense and in a most careful way for
more than a quarter of a century what amounted to a
private experiment station. He proved to the people
of Minnesota that apples could be profitably grown
in this section; that some of the varieties imported
from Russia were especially adapted to this section
and could be depended upon. He also showed that
many of them were worthless, and his labor of sifting

the good from the bad Russian varieties of apples has
been very helpful and valuable. He was a natural in-
vestigator and freely imparted the results of his ex-
perience. His reports to the horticultural society from
vear to year have done much to encourage the de-
velopment of pomology in Minnesota and surround-
ing states,” !5

" Report, 1898, p. 193-154.

THE PHOTOGRAPH of Peterson on page 63 is from
Minnesota Horticultural Society, The Minnescta Horticul-
turist, 26: 163 (facing) (May, 1898); those on pages 65 and
66 are from American Institute of Swedish Arts, Literature,
and Science, Yearbook, 19435, p. 106; that on page 68 was
taken by the author.
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YELLOWSTONE TO VOYAGEURS:
THE EVOLUTION OF AN IDEA

THE IDEA of a national park, insofar as it is part of
the historical record, can be traced to Ceorge Catlin,
the famous artist-explorer of the American West. Back
in 1832 Catlin had in mind setting aside the whole
wind-swept prairie of the buffalo and the Indian — ex-
tending from Mexico to Manitoba — rather than the
familiar mountain-rimmed valleys of today’s national
parks. But Catlin was ahead of his time by a genera-
tion, and nothing came of his vision of preservation
for the future.

It was 1872 before the national park idea first
took form in the creation of the 2.000,000-acre Yellow-
stone National Park. The park implemented the new,
uniquely American concept of public-land use com-
bined with natural preservation that was to spread
around the world during the century which followed.

In 1971, ninety-nine years after Yellowstone’s
“birth,” the most recently created national park — Voy-
ageurs— was established in the Kabetogama Penin-
sula area of northern Minnesota. It is the nation’s
thirty-sixth national park, and Minnesota is the twenty-
tourth state to have such a park.

Minnesota’s links with the development of the na-
tional park system over the past century have been
intimate and varied. The man who is credited with
marshaling support for a national park at Yellowstone,
for instance, is Nathaniel P. Langford, who was a Mon-
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tana vigilante and western explorer before returning
to St. Paul in the 1870s and eventually serving as presi-
dent of the Minnesota Historical Society from 1905
until his death in 1911. During Yellowstone’s first five
vears, Langford served without compensation as its
superintendent and defended it against exploitation.
Among others with Minnesota connections who
joined the ranks of the National Park Service was Con-
rad L. Wirth, who was director from 1951 to 1964.
Wirth was the son of Theodore Wirth, Minneapolis’
famed superintendent of parks for many years.

THE NATIONAL PARK EXPERIMENT is a dynamic
one, but it was born of mixed motives and from the
very beginning has been plagued by an inherent con-
tradiction. In creating a national park the United States
took a bold and novel step in land-use planning and
public service: it set aside a sizable chunk of western
real estate to be preserved as “a pleasuring ground for
the benefit and enjoyment of the people.” But how
does one preserve a pleasuring ground? On the one
hand, idealists sought to safeguard and preserve the
great scenic wonders and geographical mysteries which
grew in scope and scale when contemplated with awe
from distant urban centers. On the other hand, com-
mercial interests such as railroads and concessionaires,
by concentrating on the “pleasuring ground” aspect,
diminished and demeaned the natural wonders through
an all-too-successful effort to attract city dwellers to
the parks. ’
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