


the St. Paul Dispatch commented on 
the autos bringing up the rear of the 
same parade: "Three vehicles rolled 
quietly along the street as a sugges­
tion that the horse may some day be 
as purely ornamental as the Elk," "8 

WHALEY-HENRIETTE 

WILCOX 
1907-1926? 

The H. E. Wilcox Motor Car Com­
pany began its relatively long career 
as a manufacturer of motor vehicles 
with the 1907 Woffe. Production of 
cars was soon overshadowed by truck 
production; the latter continued well 
into the 1920s. By the end of 1909, 
the name Wolfe was dropped, and the 
autos, which continued to be made 
into 1913, were named Wilcox with 
few changes in design. The car was 
originally powered by a twenty-four-
horsepower, air-cooled engine, but by 
July of 1908, a thirty-horsepower, 
water-cooled engine was used. Late in 
1909, the car was available with tour­
ing, baby tonneau, or "gentleman's 
roadster" bodies and sold for $1,500. 
According to Northern Lights, fewer 
than one hundred Woffes were built."" 

Truck production began in 1909 
with one-ton and three-ton models. 
The one-ton truck was available with 
the engine beside the driver (model 
D) or in front (model E ) . The next 
year Wilcox shipped a bus to South 
Dakota. "It is a combination mail 
wagon and stage coach, and will re­
place two automobiles and a horse." 
A new plant in 1909 and increases in 
capital that year and again in 1913 
and 1914 made the firm one of the 
most successful local producers of ve­

hicles. By 1918 Wficox was making 
trucks in six sizes, ranging from three-
quarter-ton to five-ton capacity and ad­
vertising 447 trucks in use in the Twin 
Cities. The 1922 models ranged from 
the one-ton AA at $1,900 to the five-
ton F at $4,350.1"" 

In the 1920s, commercial motor 
transport between cities began to 
grow. To meet this new demand, Wil­
cox introduced a line of six-cylinder 
engines ranging from 80 to 105 horse­
power, thus making faster trucks avail­
able and increasing bus production.i"i 

Sales manager Carl H. Will bought 
the firm from the Wilcox family in 
1926 and changed the name to C. H. 
Will Motors Corporation a year later. 
From this time on, the motoring and 
local press made little mention of the 
firm's products. However, the City Di­
rectory lists Will Motors and its suc­
cessor. Greyhound Motors and Supply 
Company, as truck manufacturers un­
til 1936. Listings continue up to 
1940.i"2 

Minneapolis WINONA, see NEW WINONA 

WOLFE, see WILCOX 

WREISNER 
1904 Dassel 

Peter and Nels Wreisner spent three 
years building this auto in their black­
smith shop in Dassel. A six-inch pipe 
served as the homemade engine's 
cylinder. Power was delivered from the 
engine to the jackshaft by chain and 
then to the rear wheels by one-inch 
ropes. The auto's tiller steering was 
reversible, allowing either passenger 
to guide the machine. When the ve­
hicle was retired the engine was re­
moved and put to use pumping water. 
Now restored, the engine is exhibited 
at the American Swedish Institute in 
Minneapofis.*"3 

H O P E S , D R E A M S , A N D 

M I S I N F O R M A T I O N 

The following is a catalog of autos 
and manufacturing firms whose names 
appear in one source or another but 
for which there is no evidence of ac­
tual manufacture or existence in 
Minnesota. 

WOLFE chassis 

WOLFE 

WOLFE 

WILCOX 
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ARROW 

M. B. Gilman announced the forma­
tion of a company to produce the 
Arrow cyclecar on November 23, 
1913. There is no evidence that any 
car was ever constructed.*"•* 

CHASE 

In February, 1909, A. F. Chase an­
nounced plans to manufacture the 
auto for which he was already the dis-
tributor.i"5 The dealership persisted 
for several years, but the manufac­
turing plant never materialized. 

CHAMPION 

Several lists of automobiles built in 
the United States include this car 
which supposedly was built some­
time between 1909 and 1915 by the 
Champion Motor Car Company. No 
evidence of its manufacture in Minne­
sota was found. 

CONTINENTAL 

On January 15, 1914, Motor Age 
magazine announced the production 
of this car by the Continental Engine 
Manufacturing Company of Chicago 
at a plant located at 1200 Fourteenth 
Avenue Southeast in Minneapolis, No 
local notice of this car appeared, and 
the same plant building was occu­
pied by the Dispatch Motor Car Com­
pany in that year, 

DAN PATCH and SAVAGE 

Several cars were sold locally under 

these two names by the M. W. Savage 
Factories. The Savage family owned 
and promoted the famous harness rac­
ing horse, Dan Patch. In April, 1910, 
it was reported that the entire output 
of an Indiana factory was taken by 
the Savage firm, and national dis­
tribution of the car was to be oper­
ated from Minneapolis.*"" 

DAN PATCH "TORPEDO" 

COLBY 
see STANDARD MOTOR 

COMPANY (below) 

GRANITE FALLS 

This listing, which appears in some 
auto lists, probably refers to the Lende 
car. 

HENDEL 

No mention of William and Alexan­
der Hendel of Red Wing was found 
other than a note in the March, 1904, 
issue of Farm Implements which re­
ported that they "will remove to 
Minneapolis and engage in the manu­
facture of automobiles."i"'^ 

MINNEAPOLIS AUTOMOBILE 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

This firm was organized in 1906 to 
make passenger cars which were to 
be called the "Minnie." No evidence of 
actual construction has been found.*"8 

SCHMIDT 

The St. Paul City Directory for 1910 
lists the Schmidt Auto Manufacturing 
Company at 1642 University Avenue. 
No product is known. 

STANDARD MOTOR COMPANY 

This firm was organized to "effect a 
consolidation of the Minneapolis Mo­
tor Co. with the Colby Motor Co. of 
Mason City, Iowa." Apparently the 
consolidation never materialized, since 
the Colby firm went into bankruptcy 
the following year. This notice proba­
bly gave rise to Minneapofis being 
occasionally credited with the manu­
facture of the Colby car.*"" 

TWIN CITY MOTOR CAR 
COMPANY 

Notice of the incorporation of this 
firm was carried in Farm Implements 
in late 1912. The headquarters of the 
company was at Lemmon, South Da­
kota, and a business office was in St. 
Paul. No further notice of this firm 
was located.**" 

Footnotes 
^ Statistics compiled by the author from magazines and 

newspapers of the period. 
^William W. Folwell, A History of Minnesota, 3:351 (St. 

Paul, revised edition, 1969). 
" Dorothy V. Walters, "Pioneering with the Automobile," in 

Minnesota History, 26:19 (March, 1945). 
••Frank and Charles Duryea are often incorrectly credited 

with building the first gasoline car in the United States in 1893. 
° Interview by author with George Forsyth's son, James S. 

Forsyth, July 27, 1972. 
"Minneapolis Journal, April 15, 1896, p. 10. 
''Owatonna Peoples Press, October 11, 1895, p. 1. 
' Olaus Lende Papers, in Yellow Medicine County Historical 

Society, Granite Falls. 
"Arthur R. Hirst, Earth Roads, 3, 4 (Wisconsin Geological 

and Natural History Survey, Road Pamphlet No. 1, Madison, 
1907). A "thank-you-marm" is a small ridge or hollow made 
across a road, especially on a hillside, to deflect water. It may 
cause a person driving over it to bob as if bowing. 

^"Farm Implements, December 30, 1913, p. 106 (quote); 
Automobile Census of Minnesota, 1910, 1914 (published by 
The Farmer, St. Paul). 

^'^Minneapolis Journal, September 11, 1910, dramatic and 
social sec, p. 8, January 9, 1910, second news sec, p. 5. 

"Farm Implements, September 30, 1910, p. 1. 
'"Farm Implements, February 28, 1910, p. 30b. 
^'Farm Implements, January 31, 1910, p. 56. 
"= Farm Implements, April 30, 1912, p. 40, August 31, 1913, 

p. 60. 
" Minneapolis Journal, December 22, 1912, second news 

sec, p. 16; Farm Implements, December 19, 1908, p. 26 (quote). 
^''Automobile Census, 1912. 
" The most notable of the special purpose builders in Minne­

sota were the Duesenberg brothers whose shop at 2654 Univer­
sity Avenue turned out engines and racing cars between 1915 
and 1917. 

" Minneapolis Journal, June 28, 1908, second news sec, p. 6; 
Farm Implements, March 31, 1910, p. 47. 

"" Farm Implements, December 31, 1909, p. 68; Automobile 
Census of Minnesota, 1914. All Minnesota vehicle registration 
statistics in this catalog are found in Automobile Census for the 
appropriate year or years. 

'^Farm Implements, December 31, 1910, p. 65; Minneapo­
lis City Directory, 1910. All business addresses cited in this 
catalog are found in the City Directory for the appropriate city 
and year. 
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^Horseless Age, December, 1895, p. 19. 
"" Crow Bar, November, 1895, p . 7. 
''Swift County Monitor (Benson), April 12, 1940, p. 1; 

Swift Coimty News (Benson), April 16, 1940, p . 1. 
^Minneapolis Journal, March 3, 1907, auto sec, p. 8. 
'^ Antique Automobile, 27:89 (March-April, 1963). 
" Minneapolis Journal, February 9, 1913, second news sec , 

p, 4, July 26, 1914, second news sec , p. 7. 
'" Interview of January 3, 1964, with Chades Amble by James 

Forest, Minneapolis, of the Antique Automobile Club. Amble 
ran a service station and garage near the factory. 

™ Interview with James M. Fahnestock, in the Minneapolis 
Tribune, January 14, 1962, auto sec , p. 1. 

'"Motor Age, January 14, 1915, p. 33, January 4, 1917, 
p. 76; Automobile, 28:199 (January 16, 1913). 

"'Motor Age, January 4, 1917, p. 76. 
"'Automobile, 33:1030 (December 2, 1915); Minnesota State 

Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1922-1923, p . 260 (St. Paul). 
"̂  Either the age or date may be in error. The 1895 Minne­

sota census reports Lincoln Fey as sixteen years old on June 26, 
1895. 

"Lincoln H. Fey, "School-boy Builders of Some of Ameri­
ca's First Gasoline Motor Driven Vehicles," unpublished manu­
script in the Minnesota Historical Society. 

'^Fey, "School-boy Builders." 
=" St, Paul Pioneer Press, September 16, 1962, sec, 3, p . 8; 

Minneapolis lournal, January 31, 1915, city sec , p. 6; figures 
supplied by Ford Motor Company production office, St. Paul. 

"' Interview with James Forsyth at Franklin, Minnesota, by 
the author on July 27, 1972. James Forsyth, the son of the build­
er, remembers riding in the machine. 

' 'Telephone interview with C. Depew of St. Louis Park by 
James Forest on February 24, 1964. Mr. Depew's father once 
purchased a Hoffman truck for his transfer business. 

"° Manuscript in files of International Harvester Company, 
St. Paul. 

'"St. Paul City Directory, 1910 (St. Paul) . 
"Minneapolis City Directory, 1909, 1910 (Minneapolis), 
*" Mankato Free Press, February 15, 1946, p. 7; Minneapolis 

Journal, February 7, 1909, social sec , p. 7; Automobile, 28:202 
(January 16, 1913); telephone interview with Ben Baugerter, 
secretary of tlie Four Traction Auto Company, by James Forest. 
Baugerter gave 1911 as the date of the move to Iowa, but a listing 
in the January 16, 1913, issue of Automobile located the firm in 
Mankato at least as late as 1912. 

'" Unsigned note in the Lende Papers, Yellow Medicine 
County Historical Society. 

" Prospectus of the Lende Automobile Manufacturing Com­
pany, Lende Papers; Frank B. Simmons to Olaus Lende, July 9, 
1908, Lende Papers. 

'^Minneapolis Journal, February 1, 1920, news sec, p . 16. 
"• Undated clipping in "Automobile" file, Minnesota Histori­

cal Society. 
"Dick Philippi, The Big Brown Luverne, pamphlet at the 

Minnesota Historical Society. 
"Stanley K. Yost, The Great Old Cars . . Where Are 

They Now?, 142 (Mendota, filinois, 1960). 
" Minneapolis Journal, February 9, 1913, auto sec, p . 4. 
'"Yost, Great Old Cars, 143; Minneapolis Tribune, Febru­

ary 21, 1965, p . 5. 
"'^Magnolia Advance, October 19, 1906, p. 1; Harry Dean 

to Tom Reese, December 23, 1963, letter in the possession of 
Tom Reese, Minneapolis. 

'^Automobile, 18:154 (January 30, 1908); Crookston Dailii 
Times, April 28, 1908, p . 7. 

'"Aloys "AUie" Mayer to James Forest, December 8, 1964, 
letter in possession of James Forest, Minneapolis. 

^ Minneapolis Journal, February 9, 1913, second news sec, 
p. 9, February 1, 1914, auto sec, n.p.; Farm Implements, De­
cember 31, 1912, p. 55. 

^ Minneapolis Journal, April 5, 1914, second news sec , p. 12, 

'"Farm Implements, July 31, 1909, p . 43; Minneapolis Jour­
nal, August 1, 1909, social sec , p. 7, February 20, 1910, auto 
sec, p . 4. 

•'' Farm Implements, August 30, 1910, p. 64. 
'•"Chilton's Automobile Directory, 1072 (Philadelphia, 1923). 
''"Minneapolis Journal, June 20, 1915, social sec , p, 10; 

Automotive Industries, 38:118 (January 10, 1918), 
""Minneapolis Journal, January 30, 1916, n.p,; Automobile, 

36:1118 (June 14, 1917), 36:1159 (June 21, 1917); Auto­
motive Industries, 37:172 (July 26, 1917); G. N. Georgano, ed.. 
The Complete Encyclopedia of Motor Cars, 188.5-1968, 397 
(New York, 1968). 

"'Sparks, January, 1917, p. 16. 
"" Manuscript in the files of International Harvester Com­

pany, St. Paul; Minneapolis Journal, February 16, 1919, p . 7. 
""Owatonna Peoples Press, October 11, 1895, p . 1; Owa­

tonna Manufacturing Company, Owatonna is History: 1865-Thc 
Year. . . , n.p., (n .d ) . 

" Minneapolis Times, April 5, 1896, p . 9, March 31 , 1896, 
p . 8._ 

"" For catalog information and the full story of the Pan, see 
Clark E. Hunting, "Pan Town on the Mississippi: A Study of 
St. Cloud and tlie Pan Automobile Company," master's thesis, 
1962. The Minnesota Historical Society has a copy. 

"^Minneapolis City Directory, 1924, 1925. 
"''Farm Implements, January 31, 1914, p . 64; The Pride­

more Cyclecar, pamphlet in possession of James Forest. Also 
mentioned in Automobile, 30:524 (February 26, 1914). 

"Minneapolis Journal, March 14, 1909, auto s ec , p . 13, 
October 13, 1912, second news sec , p. 12, February 9, 1913, 
second news sec, p. 7. 

"° St. Cloud Journal-Press, December 20, 1919, p . 3. 
™ St. Cloud Journal-Press, February 28, 1920, p . 5. 
" Si. Cloud Journal-Press, November 27, 1920, p. 7. 
'"Dorothy V. Walters, in Minnesota History, 26:20. 
''"Farm Implements, May 31 , 1909, p . 44, September 30, 

1909, p . 23, February 28, 1911, p . 26f; Minneapolis Journal, 
August 7, 1910, second news sec , p . 6, April 3, 1910, dramatic 
and social sec , p. 15. 

'"Horseless Age, March 2, 1910, p. 335; interview with Ben 
Baugerter, a Schunueier employee, by James Forest. 

'"'Farm Implements, December 30, 1911, p . 68; Minneapolis 
Journal, February 16, 1919, auto sec , p . 2, February 3, 1924, 
p. 11, February 1, 1925, p. 4. 

'"Farm Implements, September 30, 1909, p . 23. 
' ' Minneapolis Journal, February 20, 1910, auto sec , p . 27, 

34, February 1, 1914, auto sec , n.p. 
•^"Records of Incorporation, Book S-3, p. 202, in office of 

secretary of state; Minneapolis Journal, January 9, 1910, second 
news sec , p. 5. 

™ Records of Incorporation, Book S-3, p . 728; Minneapolis 
Journal, June 26, 1910, second news sec , p . 9. 

"" St. Paul Pioneer Press, February 20, 1921, sec. 5, p . 4. 
"'Farm Implements, January 31, 1910, p . 3, January 31, 

1914, p. 70. 
'"' Minneapolis Journal, January 18, 1914, second news s ec , 

p. 11. 
™St. Paid City Directory, 1914-1917. 
"' West Central Minnesota Daily Tribune (Willmar) April 7 

1953, p. 14. 
'"'Automobile, 30:989 (May 7, 1914). 
™ Minneapolis Journal, May 3, 1914, second news sec , p . 10. 
'"Automobile, 34:951 (May 25, 1916). 
** Minneapolis Journal, March 14, 1915, p. 10; Automobile, 

34:951 (May 25, 1916). The 1915 contract was probably signed 
by the Ware Motor Vehicle Company but passed to the successor 
firms. 

" Minneapolis Journal, February 4, 1917, auto sec , p . 45. 
"" Minneapolis Journal, February 1, 1925, second auto sec 

p. 4, February 5, 1922, p . 5. 
'" Minneapolis Journal, February 1, 1925, second auto s ec , 

p . 4; Twin City Busses, specification sheets bound with photo-
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graphs, Minneapolis Moline Papers, in the Minnesota Historical 
Society. 

"-Minneapolis Journal, Februar)- 12, 1911, second news sec, 
p, 10, May 1.5, 1910, dramatic and social sec , p, 10, 

'• Minneapolis Journal, December 21, 1913, dramatic and 
social sec, p. 14, June 16, 1912, second news sec, p. 10. 

" Minneapolis Journal, Januan.- 9, 1910, second news sec, 
p. 4. 

"'Minneapolis Journal, August 25, 1912, second news sec , 
p. 12. 

""Minneapolis Journal, March 7, 1915, city sec , p. 9. 
"' Minneapolis Journal, February 1, 1925, fourth auto sec , 

p. 1. 
'" St. Paul Pioneer Press, February 13, 1921, fourth sec , p, 6. 
"" Minneapolis Journal, January 27, 1907, editorial sec, p. 4 

(advertisement), July 26, 1908, second news sec, p, 3; Farm 
Implements, November, 1909, p, 36, 37; Northern Lights, 
January, 1964, p, 4, 

'""Horseless Age, August 11, 1909, p. 158; Farm Imple­
ments, November, 1909, p . 36, .37, October, 1910, p, 44 (quote) ; 

P I C T U R E C R E D I T S : top of PAGE 93 , Minneapolis Sun­
day Journal, Aprfi 12, 1908, par t 2, auto s e c ; P.AGE 94, 
Ames, courtesy of Automotive History Collection, Detroi t 
Public Library; PAGE 95, L e n d e shop, courtesy of the Yel­
low Medicine County Historical Society; PAGE 96, Meyers 
advert isement . Farm Implements, September 30, l 9 l O , 
p, 1; hifi cl imbing feat, Fartn Implements, F e b r u a i y 28 , 
1910, p , SOB; PAGE 97, M.B. 22, Farm Implements, Janu­
ary 3 1 , 1910, p . 6 1 ; Renville, Farm Implements, Decem­
ber 29, 1910, p . 65 ; Bergstrom Chugger , Minneapolis 
Journal, March 3, 1907, auto s e c , p . 8; PAGE 98, Bjella, 
courtesy of owner, Henry Minuet; Twin City truck, Minne­
apolis Journal, Feb rua iy 9, 1913, auto s e c , n.p. ; Brasie 
Packet, Minneapolis Journal, September 6, 1914, p . 17; 
Dispatch, Motor Age, J anua iy 4, 1917, p . 39; PAGE 99, 
Forsyth, by author; Forsyth, cfipping, courtesy of James 
Forsyth; Kato truck sketch. Horseless Age, 2 2 : 5 0 3 ( 1 9 0 8 ) ; 
Kato car, courtesy, Minnesota Region, Ant ique Automobile 
Club of America; PAGE 101, Lende auto, Minnesota State 
Auto Association, Auto Hand Book, 1908, p, 82; Luverne , 
Horseless Age, 18:834 ( 1 9 0 6 ) ; Luverne drawing, Minne­
sota Auto Guide Book, 1912, p . 24; Luverne road graveler, 
Minneapolis Jow-nal, F e b r u a i y 6, 1921, Sunday edit, s e c , 
p . 8; PAGE 102, Maplebay, Automobile, 18:154 (January 30, 

Minneapolis Journal, December 7, 1913, dramatic and social 
sec , p. 12, February 3, 1918, auto sec , p . 25; Motor Age, Janu-
arv 12, 1922, p . 51. 

"" Minneapolis Journal, February 1, 1925, second auto sec, 
p. 4. 

"" Minneapolis City Directory, 1925, 1926. 
'"" Robert E. Johnson, "Dassel's Horseless Carriage of 1904," 

in American Swedish Institute Bulletin, 15:31 (Winter-Spring, 
1960). 

"" Minneapolis Journal, November 23, 1913, second news 
sec , p. 12. 

'""Minneapolis Journal, February 21, 1909, dramatic and 
social sec , p . 6. 

'"" Minneapolis Journal, April 3, 1910, dramatic and social 
sec , p. 15. 

"" Farm Implements, March 31, 1904, p. 16. 
'"•''Farm Implements, May 31, 1906, p. 16. 
'""Farm Implements, October 31, 1913, p . 14. 
"° Farm Implements, December 21, 1912, p . 52. 

1908 ) ; Mayer, courtesy. Ant ique Auto Club; PAGE 103, 
Michaelson, Minneapolis Journal, F e b r u a i y 1, 1914, auto 
show s e c ; Michaelson cyclecar, Minneapolis Journal, 
February 1, 1914, auto show s e c ; Moore "30 ," Minneapolis 
Journal, May 23 , 1915, p . 9; PAGE 104, Owatonna Moto­
cycle, Minneapolis Sunday Times, April 5, 1896, p . 9; Pan, 
courtesy, John J. Dominik; Pr idemore , courtesy. Ant ique 
Auto Club; PAGE 105, Schurmeier , courtesy. Ant ique Auto 
Club; PAGE 106, Stickney s team car, St. Paul Pioneer Press, 
Februa ry 13, 1921, sec. 4, p . 6; Stickney auto (both 
v iews) . Farm Implements, January 3 1 , 1914, p . 70; PAGE 
107, Twin City cyclecar. Automobile, May 7, 1914, p . 988; 
Twin City truck, Minneapolis Journal, Feb rua ry 4, 1917, 
auto s e c ; PAGE 108, Veerac trucks, courtesy. Ant ique Auto 
Club; W a r e truck, Minneapolis Journal, August 25 , 1912, 
second news s e c , p . 12; jitney busses, Minneapolis Journal, 
F e b r u a i y 2 1 , 1915, city s e c , p . 12; PAGE 109, Whaley-
Henrie t te , St. Paid Pioneer Press, Feb rua ry 13, 1921 , fourth 
s e c , p . 6; Wolfe cars. Horseless Age, 2 0 : 1 8 5 (August 7, 
1 9 0 7 ) ; Wolfe delivery, Horseless Age, 21 :387 (Aprfi I , 
1908 ) ; Wilcox truck, courtesy. Ant ique Auto Club ; PAGE 
110, Dan Patch, Minneapolis Journal, April 3 , 1910, dra­
matic and social sec. All other pho tographs are in the 
society's cofiection. 
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