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TYPICAL of numerous photographs of Great Northern Railway scenes for which the collection has negatives is this one
of the station at Princeton, Minnesota, probably in April, 1921.

the Prince of Wales Hotel and operated it between 1926
and 1941. These recreational facilities exemplify another
significant aspect of the Great Northern archives.

The records also reflect Great Northern's keen in-
terest in the mining districts along its route. These areas
provided a source of transportation revenue, of fuel, and
of direct income from mines owned by the company.
The railroad invested in coal properties in Montana and
Canada in the early 1890s. Great Northern subsidiaries
— the Sand Coulee Coal Company and later the Cot-
tonwood Coal Company — operated mines in Lehigh
and Fergus counties of Montana until the 1940s. The
extensive records of these firms document the creation
and growth of the company towns which surrounded the
mines. Detailed payroll and production records of these
companies will fascinate the labor specialist as well as the
local historian.

Through an agreement with Russell M. Bennett and
Edmund J. Longyear in 1906, the Great Northern ac-
quired certain rights to ore lands on the Minnesota iron
ranges. As the records show, the extension of Great
Northern trackage and the construction of the Superior
ore docks by the Allouez Bay Dock Company gave the
railroad prominence as both an ore producer and ore
carrier.

Canadian scholars especially will be interested in the
wealth of material on the Winnipeg connection of the
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railroad for which James J. Hill fought so earnestly.
Canadian subsidiaries like the Brandon, Saskatchewan,
and Hudson’s Bay Railway extended Great Northemn
influence to many settlements in the prairie provinces.
The Crow’s Nest Southern Railway connected the main
line with the rich coal fields of the Crow’s Nest Pass
district of British Columbia. The Vancouver, Victoria,
and Eastern Railway and Navigation Company con-
nected the British Columbia mining areas with the coast-
al cities. Information on all of these firms can be found
in the Great Northern records.

The Great Northern archives are the second major
railroad collection presented to the society by Bur-
lington Northern. Through the Northern Pacific project,
begun in 1968, the society has accessioned 10,000 linear
feet of material. The Great Northern project is expected
to total about 15,000 linear feet. The collections com-
plement each other very well. The lines traversed the
same territory and shared mutual problems. Many topics
appear in both archives. The Northern Pacific developed
Yellowstone National Park, while the Great Northern
concentrated on Glacier. The two roads held joint control
of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad and
the Spokane, Portland, and Seattle Railway, parts of
whose stories appear in each unit. Together, they make
the Minnesota Historical Society one of the great centers
for railroad research in the entire nation.



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s
express written permission. Users may print, download, or emalil
articles, however, for individual use.

To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us.

1/[ www.mnhs.org/mnhistory


http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

