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Fourth of July,

CURIOSITIES in the collection include a July 4, 1906,
menu — complete with a flag cover in color —of the ”S. §.
Dakota” and a “wanted” poster (right) of July 5, 1910,
for a locomotive fireman named Sheridan Burke.

communities it served. Business, economic, labor, and
local historians, as well as genealogists and railfans, will
be interested in using them. This brief article can men-
tion only a few specific topics covered in the collection.

Letters relating to agricultural development of areas
adjacent to the line comprise a large segment of the
collection. Correspondence files for the 1890s contain
letters of “Empire Builder” James J. Hill concerning the
Great Northern's experimental farms used to test new
crop varieties and to encourage land settlement. Letters
between Hill and Theodore L. Schurmeier, president of
the Minnesota State Immigration Association, discuss
the formation of immigration societies and their meet-
ings. Others explore the possibilities of townsite de-
velopment in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South
Dakota. Fruit growing in the Wenatchee Valley of
Washington, later a major source of Great Northern rev-
enue, was organized under the auspices of the railroad
and is well represented among documents in the collec-
tion.

The records contain a great deal of information on
navigation. From steamboats on Lakes Minnetonka
(Minnesota) and Kootenay (British Columbia) to steam-
ships that traversed the Pacific, the Great Northern used
vessels to extend its influence and to provide additional
service connections. The Red River Transportation
Company, operated by Hill and Norman W. Kittson, a
pioneer entrepreneur of the Northwest, plied the Red
River of the North during the 1880s. Portage books,
payrolls, and financial records of the steamers “Grand
Forks” and “H. W. Alsop” supply an added dimension to

$500.00 REWARD

THE GREAT NORTHERN
RAILWAY GOMPANY

will pay a reward of $500 for the arrest and conviction of one

SHERIDAN BURKE

until July 5th, 1910, employed as locomotive fireman on the
Great Northern Railway.

Burke is wanted for assaulting Trainmaster Reynolds
with a knife at Franklin, Montana, July 5th, 1910. State
Warrant is out charging him with assault in the first degree.
State of Montana will institute extradition proceedings upon

wrrest. DESORIPTION
AGE, 4 %, & 24 Yesrs
HEIGHT, . . . . . 8 Feset
WEIGHT, 180 Pounds
HAIR . . . . . . Brown
EYES Biluve

Smooth Shaven

Formerly yed as an iron at Ml koo, Wi
#nd Gary, Indiens. Lset heard of at 8t. Paul, Minnesota.
Arrest and wire:

AL. G. RAY,
CHIEF SPECIAL AGENT,
B8T. PAUL, MINN.

St Paul, Minn,
July 18, 1910

the railroad collection. The Northern Steamship Com-
pany, a Great Northern subsidiary which hauled freight
between Superior, Wisconsin, and Buffalo, New York,
loomed large in the Great Lakes trade for thirty
years after 1890, Perhaps Hill's most ambitious mari-
time adventure was the Great Northern Steamship
Company organized in 1900 to conduct freight and
passenger business between Seattle and the Orient,
Luxury service on the giant 28,000-ton ships “Min-
nesota” and “Dakota” was provided during the first
decade of the twentieth century.

ONE OF THE great natural wonderlands acquired by
Great Northern in the late nineteenth century was the
area later known as Glacier National Park. Louis W.
Hill, son of James J. Hill and his successor as president
of the line, was instrumental in securing congressional
approval for the establishment of the park in 1910. The
Glacier Park Hotel Company, a subsidiary of the rail-
road, had charge of developing the recreational aspects
of the region. It built the hotels and ran the camps that
drew increasingly large numbers of tourists, From the
correspondence of Louis Hill to the guest lists of various
hotels, the Great Northern records relate the story of the
park to 1963 when the railroad sold its interests. Across
the border in Waterton Lakes National Park, the Cana-
dian Rockies Hotel Company, another subsidiary, built
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TYPICAL of numerous photographs of Great Northern Railway scenes for which the collection has negatives is this one
of the station at Princeton, Minnesota, probably in April, 1921.

the Prince of Wales Hotel and operated it between 1926
and 1941. These recreational facilities exemplify another
significant aspect of the Great Northern archives.

The records also reflect Great Northern's keen in-
terest in the mining districts along its route. These areas
provided a source of transportation revenue, of fuel, and
of direct income from mines owned by the company.
The railroad invested in coal properties in Montana and
Canada in the early 1890s. Great Northern subsidiaries
— the Sand Coulee Coal Company and later the Cot-
tonwood Coal Company — operated mines in Lehigh
and Fergus counties of Montana until the 1940s. The
extensive records of these firms document the creation
and growth of the company towns which surrounded the
mines. Detailed payroll and production records of these
companies will fascinate the labor specialist as well as the
local historian.

Through an agreement with Russell M. Bennett and
Edmund J. Longyear in 1906, the Great Northern ac-
quired certain rights to ore lands on the Minnesota iron
ranges. As the records show, the extension of Great
Northern trackage and the construction of the Superior
ore docks by the Allouez Bay Dock Company gave the
railroad prominence as both an ore producer and ore
carrier.

Canadian scholars especially will be interested in the
wealth of material on the Winnipeg connection of the
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railroad for which James J. Hill fought so earnestly.
Canadian subsidiaries like the Brandon, Saskatchewan,
and Hudson’s Bay Railway extended Great Northemn
influence to many settlements in the prairie provinces.
The Crow’s Nest Southern Railway connected the main
line with the rich coal fields of the Crow’s Nest Pass
district of British Columbia. The Vancouver, Victoria,
and Eastern Railway and Navigation Company con-
nected the British Columbia mining areas with the coast-
al cities. Information on all of these firms can be found
in the Great Northern records.

The Great Northern archives are the second major
railroad collection presented to the society by Bur-
lington Northern. Through the Northern Pacific project,
begun in 1968, the society has accessioned 10,000 linear
feet of material. The Great Northern project is expected
to total about 15,000 linear feet. The collections com-
plement each other very well. The lines traversed the
same territory and shared mutual problems. Many topics
appear in both archives. The Northern Pacific developed
Yellowstone National Park, while the Great Northern
concentrated on Glacier. The two roads held joint control
of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad and
the Spokane, Portland, and Seattle Railway, parts of
whose stories appear in each unit. Together, they make
the Minnesota Historical Society one of the great centers
for railroad research in the entire nation.
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